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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 672-9444
	 FAX:		 672-8153
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com

NEXT ISSUE:
Tues., September 23, 2008

Deadline: 5 p.m.
Wednesday, September 17

*Dates are subject to change. 
Watch future issues for schedule updates.
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on the last Tuesday July and August, and the 1st and 3rd Tuesday 
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The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst
 ❑	 Amherst Town Library
	 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst
 ❑ General Store, Mont Vernon
	 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford
	 ❑ Penguin Mart, Milford
	 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford
 ❑ Silva Mart, Milford
 ❑ Stop & Shop, Milford
 ❑ Harvest Market, Bedford
	 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis
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Obama Means Hope for America
To the editor:

 I like many Americans witnessed history on August 28 when Barack 
Obama accepted the nomination for the office of President. Not since JFK 
have I been more inspired and hopeful. Listening to Barack Obama, a name 
that is not that difficult to pronounce or spell, the possibilities seem unlim-
ited.

 The hallmark of a leader is one who inspires people to achieve and reach 
beyond their normal limits. All who heard Barack’s call for shared sacrifice 
surely were inspired. These are the words that Bush failed to utter instead 
asking us ‘to shop’.

 Obama defined his personal journey as coming from humble American 
roots.  He defined McCain as a close ally and advocate of Bush policies. The 
contrast between Obama and McCain could not be clearer.

 We can choose four more years of  the failed policies of Bush or we can 
choose to accept the challenges outlined by Obama leading to a new Amer-
ican resurgence. Clearly these challenges will be daunting but achievable. 
We can reach energy independence in 10 years. We can clean-up our en-
vironment and greatly reduce the amount carbon emitted. We can restore 
our alliances and leadership by working cooperatively with our friends 
around the world.

 The choice we face in November will be historic. Four more years of poli-
cies that have not worked and brought us nearly to financial and moral ruin 
or the beginning of a new way of dealing with problems through diplomacy 
and shared sacrifice.

The choice is clear. The American People will choose the path of hope for 
our future and our children.

 
	 	 	 	 	 Ray	Iannuzzelli
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst

Whose Special Interests?
To the editor:

Many voters seems to choose candidates based on their own special in-
terests rather than candidates who are the best ones to lead our country. 
Are such voters any better than members of congress who accept lobbyist 
favors or support pork barrel spending based on their self-interests?

This time, re-examine your reasons for choosing your candidates. Are 
your choices based on your own self-interests, or have you chosen candi-
dates for love of country, for intelligence and for strong personal values 
such as integrity, decency, and caring.

This time, put aside your own special interests, look at the big picture, 
and pick someone who can lead all Americans, someone who will be re-
spected by those in our own country as well as those around the world.

 
	 	 	 	 	 Sincerely,	
	 	 	 	 	 June	Fabre
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst

Regarding Geese and the Sign  
Ordinance Violations
To the editor:

Jans Rieckmann wrote a letter to the editor in the Amherst Citizen. I 
want to emphasize that she missed an important point on my vote to not 
reappoint Mrs. Kaiser to the Conservation Commission. I prefaced my re-
marks by stating; “I found it hard to reappoint you because you are in viola-
tion of a state law and a town ordinance.” The law of the State of NH speci-
fies that an owner of an animal or animals has the duty to have control of 
their animals while not on their property. While Mrs. Kaiser was a member 
of the Conservation Commission, her geese used Town property, which is 
overseen by the Commission, for grazing with the resulting filth and deg-
radation of the land. In the past, it was common to see parents with their 
children having a grand time on the grass and Beaver Brook. However, this 
seldom happens now.

Mrs. Kaiser has continually had signs on her property in conflict with 
the Town’s sign ordinance. Selectmen and the Zoning Department have 
had numerous complaints about illegal signs in Amherst. At the time of 
the meeting, Linda had a sign on her property announcing the Master plan 
meeting in a few days. Although well intended, she had not applied for a 
sign permit.

I do not like to answer letters to the editor in this format. Since, I could 
not find your name in the phone book or on the tax rolls I could not make 
a personal call to address the issue.

	 	 	 	 	 Tom	Grella,
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst	
	 	 	 	 	 Selectman

Federal “Transportation Enhancement” Grant To Fund 75% of Project

What You Need To Know If Your Cat’s Up A Tree
To the editor:

Our family lives in Amherst and includes Samantha age 7, three cats 
(Sammy Sunshine, Callie Girl & Jack), two house bunnies (Ricochet and 
Georgie) and two turtles (Myrtle and Daphne). We enjoy nature’s crea-
tures although I have yet to give in to my husband’s request for a lizard or 
a snake! 

Upon returning from our Labor Day weekend vacation, my husband, 
Steve,  let our two males out about 3am Tuesday morning before he left for 
work. When neither cat appeared at the door voicing their want to be let 
in, I thought it was strange. I called to them a few times and heard Sam-
my talking back to me. But he did not come. After Samantha got home 
from school, she realized that Sammy was up in one of our trees. After 
continuous attempts to coax him down failed, my husband called Alexan-
der, a neighbor boy who takes care of our menagerie when we are away. He 
climbed our ladder and was able to grab Sammy by the scruff of his neck 
and finally got him to release his hold on the tree. He then, of course tried 
to grab hold of something else, and that ended up being Alexander’s ear. 
After getting the bleeding stopped, Alexander shimmied up the tree, but 
then Sammy crawled higher. Steve, concerned for Alexander’s safety, had 
him cease the rescue efforts. With our ladder extending just short of 20 feet 
and Sammy being up about 30 feet, and dusk rapidly approaching, it did not 
take difficult math to figure out we were not able to reach him. Sammy was 
to spend his first night up in a tree.

Day 2: Wednesday morning, my first call was to the Animal Control Of-
ficer in Amherst. I found that the listed number rings into the Amherst 
Police Department. I did not ask who I was speaking with, but after I ex-
plained our situation, the fellow told me that neither the Amherst Police 
nor Fire Department handled this. He told me the cat would come down; 
after all they never found a cat carcass in a tree. (I did not feel that was an 
acceptable answer!) How about, “We don’t handle this but we’d be happy 
to pass on your name and number to both departments to see if there was 
someone willing to help on their own outside of work hours”?

My next call was to the Animal Rescue League of NH. From speaking 
to a few acquaintances, I was told that some towns have contracts with 
the shelters who had experienced folks. They were closed on Wednesday. I 
then went online and looked up contact info for Kitty Angels Rescue and 
left a message. I also called three critter/pest control agencies. One had an 
employee that was willing to help - for an exorbitant fee. Another told me 
they did not climb trees but suggested calling local tree service companies. 
I would have never thought of this! I called three local companies and left 
messages. Apparently many towns have stopped allowing their fire depart-
ments from responding to cat-in-the-tree rescues. Samantha spent most of 
the evening calling up to Sammy trying to coax him down. How do you ex-
plain to a seven year old why nobody wants to come rescue her cat?

What happened to our Town of Amherst? This is the Town of Amherst 
and not the City of Amherst! What happened to neighbor helping neigh-
bor? I was angry with the response I received from the Animal Control 
Officer phone line. I felt my intelligence was being questioned. Surely if Sa-
mantha was in the tree, someone would have come. We care for our pets 
as family as do others. Sammy was to spend his second night in the tree at 
30 feet. 

Day 3: Dan Tremblay, owner of Broad Oak Tree Care returned my call to 
tell me that although he did not offer this service, he had a couple of em-
ployees that helped folks out. He suggested that if I did not come up with 
other options, to call him back and he’d pass on to his employees. I imme-
diately called back and left a message for him. Then I left a message on the 
Amherst Citizen line and called the Union Leader and first spoke with their 
City Editor who told me that a cat-in-the-tree is not a favorite article with 
news reporters - that it would have to be a more unique subject - like the 
lizard that they did an article about and that fire department did come and 
rescue it out of the tree. (Another unacceptable answer!) I was then passed 
onto their regional reporter Buzz, who covered Amherst. That was a dead 
end as well. We had done all that we could; left food at base of tree, left a 
crank-up flashlight shining up into the tree hoping he would come towards 
the light. Dan Tremblay called back and left a phone number for his em-
ployee and asked that I call him Friday morning after 8am. Sammy was to 
spend his third night up in the tree.

Day 4: Friday morning, I received a call from Keith, employee of Dan’s. He 
said he’d be over this morning to rescue Sammy out of the tree. at 7:30am, 
we went out to call to Sammy to make sure he was okay. There was no re-
sponse. We called and called, and then Samantha said, “Wait, I hear Sam-
my!” Samantha ran around to the garage and hollered, “It’s Sammy, he’s 
down on the ground and out of the tree!” So I went and opened the garage 
door and he made a beeline in the door directly to the feline feeding station. 
I immediately picked up the phone to call Keith to thank him but his ser-
vices were no longer needed as Sammy had finally found his way out of the 
tree! I thanked him and found out that there is a website:  http://www.cati-
natreerescue.com - click on Directory, and then on your home state, and 
contact info for folks who offer this service are listed there. Keith is listed 
there as is Dan’s other employee. They do this for a reasonable fee - consid-
ering that Keith travels from Harrisville and Tyler from Contoocook. 

The saga is over but I felt this info should not have been that difficult to 
get! This info should be on file with our community animal control officers, 
town clerks, police and fire departments. 

So this is an FYI to our neighbors, to help spare them from going through 
what we did.

 
	 	 	 	 	 Helen	J	Uurtamo
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst

To the editor:
The Heritage Commission wants to correct the record on the approved 

plans to improve the setting in front of the town hall.  The origins of this 
project date to the completion of the rehabilitation of the Town Hall, which 
was limited to the building itself.  With Amherst’s most important historic 
public building rehabilitated, the Heritage Commission took on the chal-
lenge of developing a plan to improve the setting in front of the Town Hall, 
subject it to public hearings, and vet it through the required town boards 
and commissions.  This process was completed in 2005/6.

The approved plan is very simple.  It calls for Main Street to hug the 
common, and have Manchester Road intersect it with a “T” rather than a 
straight connection.  The benefits of these improvements will be to:

1.  Move Main Street away from the Town Hall.  It currently sits just three 
feet off of the northern steps to the building.

2.  Slow down traffic in front of the Town Hall by having cars turn right or 
left onto a traditional “T” intersection rather than speed straight through 
the area as they are headed to or from Mack Hill Road.

3.  Relocate the parking that is currently in the middle of the street in the 
flow of traffic.

4.  Reduce black top, expand green space, and eliminate the concentra-
tion of parking in any one area.  This is both the “beautification” aspect 
intended to reclaim and maintain the rural village character of Amherst’s 
town center, and the environmental aspect intended to minimize storm 
water runoff.

5.  Protect the historic horse watering trough that was donated to Amherst 
at its 150th anniversary celebration in 1915.

6.  Have a capital improvement in place for Amherst’s 250th anniversary 
celebration in 2010.

Based on this plan, the commission applied for a Federal “Transportation 
Enhancement” (TE) grant for 75% of the cost of this work.  TE grants have 
a very narrow scope.  For example, they cannot be used for burying utility 

wires (which we also wanted to do), adding parking lots, etc.  The categories 
for which this project was eligible were:  1) “safety,” 2) “landscape and oth-
er scenic beautification,” and 3) “environmental mitigation to reduce water 
pollution.”  The competition was stiff.  We had to make presentations before 
members of the Nashua Regional Planning Commission, the Department 
of Transportation, and the Executive Council and well as other state agency 
representatives who had a say in the final award decision.  The award is also 
contingent upon Amherst executing this highly vetted plan, not another 
plan.  As a result, the Heritage Commission succeeded in obtaining a grant 
for $195,750 of the $261,000 total project amount.

A professional engineer was consulted on a pro bono basis during the 
planning process.  Nevertheless, the project budget includes a line item to 
hire a qualified engineering firm to turn the plan into construction draw-
ings.  If the firm finds anything in the approved plan that cannot be tech-
nically achieved as currently drawn, it will propose solutions, and the Her-
itage Commission will seek approvals from the various town boards as 
required.

The Heritage Commission is proud of its work on this project and is de-
lighted that 75% of its costs will be born directly by a Federal grant obtained 
through an extremely competitive process.  If we follow through on this 
project without violating the terms of the grant, we will have made a major 
improvement to the area around our most historic public building, and will 
demonstrate our worthiness as a grantee for future TE grants to improve 
other important historic resources in our very special town.

If anyone has further questions on this project or any of the other proj-
ects in which the Heritage Commission is involved, please don’t hesitate 
to contact Will Ludt, Heritage Commission Chair, at 673-1072.  We would 
also like to invite interested people to attend our meetings which are held 
on the second Thursday of the month starting at 7:30 p.m at the Amherst 
Town Hall.  

	 	 	 	 	 Will	Ludt,	Chair,	
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst	Heritage	Commission
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst


