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Fall Programming in the 
Children’s Room at the Li-
brary

Craft Storytime Sessions
Join us for a three-week craft story-

time session! These sessions start with 
a short storytime and end with an age-ap-
propriate craft.   Children 2 and 3 will meet 
at 10:30 on Wednesdays, September 17, 24 and Oc-
tober 1.  Kids 4 and up will meet at 3:30 on Wednes-
days, September 17, 24 and October 1.  Registration is 
required, as space is limited. You may sign up starting 
September 8th online, or in the Children’s Room.
Open Play Time

Everyone is welcome to join us in Open Play Time on 
Tuesdays, September, 9, 23 and October 7.  You can drop 
in anytime from 10-12 to the Johnson Room.  We will 
have lots of toys out.  This is a great way to socialize and 
meet some other families in town!
Storytimes

Our traditional story times will start on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 14th and run for six weeks. Babies-2s meet on 
Tuesdays at 10am.  2s meet on Tuesdays at 11:15am. 3s 
meet on Wednesdays at 11:00am and kids 4 and up meet 
on Wednesdays at 3:30pm.  Drop in as your schedule 
permits, no registration is required.  We would love to 
see you!
Button Box Shadow Theatre Performance and 
Workshop

The Button Box Shadow Theatre will present an in-
teractive performance of some classic tales on Saturday, 
October 4 at 10:30 a.m.  The presentation will be fol-
lowed by a hands-on workshop for attendees! Registra-
tion IS required for this event and begins Monday, Sep-
tember 22.  
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Sojourns with Short Stories 
continues October 8th

The Amherst Town Library in-
vites you to join other readers for the 

second session of an exciting yearlong 
program, Lit at the Edges: Sojourns 

with Stories, Poems, Essays.  On Octo-
ber 8th, we will explore short fiction by Ru-

dolfo Anaya and Sandra Cisneros, two of the 
most compelling voices writing today from the bor-
derlands of Mexican-American culture.  Reading “In 
Search of Epifano,” we will see how Anaya’s landscapes 
speak with a lonely mythic voice, providing counter-
point to the gritty realities of border crossings in Cis-
neros’s “Woman Hollering Creek” and to the collage 
of surprising ‘please’ and ‘thank-you’ letters in “Little 
Miracles, Kept Promises.” The series continues on Oc-
tober 29th with Native American writers, and on Nov. 
12th with a “wordplay” workshop focused on writing 
the short story.  Join us for any or all at 1-2:30 p.m. or 
7-8:30 p.m. in the Johnson Meeting Room. Materials 
may be picked up at the library in preparation for the 
discussions.

Facilitator Emily Archer has designed this series in 
consultation with Ruslyn Vear, Head of Reference.  Em-
ily holds a doctorate in American literature, is a pub-
lished writer, and has led humanities discussions and 
writing groups for over fifteen years for numerous New 
Hampshire libraries, schools, churches, and medical 
communities.  She lives in Mont Vernon with her fam-
ily. 

The event is free and open to the public.   You can 
register by calling 673-2288, emailing library@am-
herst.lib.nh.us or by visiting our website at www.am-
herst.lib.nh.us and click on the calendar icon labeled 
“Calendar of Events” on the homepage.  For more in-
formation, please call Ruslyn at the library.

It’s About Conservation

The 2,300-Acre Sponge 
and 99 Days

By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

2,300-Acre Sponge
Lilly pads that a week ago were floating on the 

surface around the shoreline of Baboosic Lake were 
tethered by their stems more than a foot below the 
surface a few days after Hanna passed through.  
The flow out Baboosic Brook, constricted by bea-
ver dams and the alder swamp, will gradually low-
er the lake level.  Likewise, Pulpit Brook will slow-
ly lower the level of the beaver pond in Joppa Hill 
Farm which had risen nearly two feet.

There are 2,327 acres of wetland in Amherst 
according to a survey by Antioch New England.  
That’s roughly six percent of the total area of the 
town.  Assuming that all the wetlands rose and de-
tained a foot of storm water (some more, some less), 
over three-quarters of a billion gallons of Hanna’s 
deluge were kept from adding to downstream peak 
flows and erosion. 

Storm water detention is just one of many ways 
wetlands contribute to the ecological health of the 
town.  As we paddled the outlet channel it was easy 
to spot signs of many other ways: the past season’s 
bird nests were silhouetted amidst the ripening 
dogwood and black alder berries, a mallard fam-
ily cruised nearby and signs of foraging beavers 
floated past.  The new shoreline regulations are 
welcome steps in the protection of our wetland re-
sources.  Photos we didn’t capture as we travelled 
would have shown the submerged For Sale signs 
for two lake-front properties.
99 Days – Good News & Bad News

The bad news is that there are only 92 shopping 
days left until Christmas.  The good news – there 
are 99 days left in this tax year to support your fa-
vorite conservation programs and probably benefit 
your 1040 obligation in doing so.

Donations in cash or securities are welcomed by 
all conservation organizations including the ACC 
Gift Account.  Another route for many landown-
ers, large and small, is placing a conservation ease-
ment on their land through a gift or bargain sale.  
The size of the protected parcel does not need to be 
large for an easement to be useful to the easement 

holder and to the owner who still retains the land 
for most personal uses.  For example, there are two 
parcels of about 10 acres each near the village on 
which easements are benefitting the owners and 
prohibiting future subdivision.

Barbara Richter of The Society For The Protection 
of New Hampshire Forests itemizes some of the 
reasons for protecting family lands:

• To ensure the health and diversity of animal  
and plant communities,

• To prevent increased flooding caused by   
additional impervious landcover, 

• To help lessen pollution by absorbing   
contaminants from our air and water,

• To maintain New Hampshire’s thriving outdoor 
tourism industry, 

• To avoid some costs associated with   
development,

• To preserve our connection with the natural 
world, and

• To provide tranquil, noisefree islands amid  
the rush and bustle of life.

Barbara Richter and others from the Forest Soci-
ety will present “Tools  For Real Estate Profession-
als” at The Congregational Church of Amherst on 
Wednesday September 17th at 8:30-12 noon.  The 
3-credit course will focus on conservation ease-
ments and their benefits to the seller, buyer, and 
community.  More very last minute info at 603-
224-9945.

Conservation easements are currently held in 
Amherst by the Amherst Land Trust and the Town 
of Amherst.  The approved Amherst Open Space 
bonding capability can be used to acquire ease-
ments.  If you suspect a conservation easement 
may benefit you and the future natural world, it is 
none too early to contact the Open Space Advisory 
Committee at P.O.Box 960 or the Amherst Land 
Trust at P.O.Box 753.

Come here for the fun of it!
WHIMSEY SQUARE GIFT SHOPPE
SALZBURG SQUARE RTE. 101 • AMHERST
The Shoppe for Unnecessary Necessities!

Monday-Saturday  10-5:30 • Thursday 10-7 • Sunday 11-3 • 673-3111

From fabulous jewelry, to 
funny sayings, to some fi ner 

things in life (artwork, 
artisan crafts, beautiful 

decorator pieces for home) 
you MUST stop in... 

for the fun of it!!

BELMONT Belknap Mall • 96 Daniel Webster Highway ...... (603) 528-0733
CONCORD Steeplegate Mall • Next to Food Court.............. (603) 228-6522
MILFORD Lordens Plaza ......................................................... (603) 672-3733
PETERBOROUGH Brady’s Plaza • Rte. 202 North.................(603) 924-1632

Timelines: Placing Your Heritage In Historical Perspective
 The Amherst Town Library in-

vites you to come join us for an ex-
cellent 3 part series, “Genealogy 
Specials: Find Your Family at Your 
Library.”  The series begins with our 
first offering on Tuesday, October 
14 from 7-8:30 p.m. in the John-
son Meeting Room, when Laura 
Prescott, professional researcher, 
writer, and speaker for national au-
diences, presents “Timelines: Plac-
ing Your Heritage in Historical Per-
spective.”  What events shaped the 
lives of our ancestors?  From simple 
to difficult, the questions are al-
ways in a genealogist’s mind: Who 
was President when my immigrant 
ancestor arrived in Boston? Where 
was my great-great grandfather liv-
ing when his future wife was born? 
Why did they marry so late?  What 
brought one family into contact 
with this other family in my lin-
eage? Did a war or epidemic cause 
a change in quality of life for my an-
cestors in this location, in this time 
period?  Many questions can be an-
swered when we place events, mi-
gration patterns, and customs on a 
visual plane beside a record of our 
ancestors’ life events.  If we under-
stand where they fit in and the cir-
cumstances that impacted their 

lives, we understand a little more 
about who they were, where they 
lived, what they did, and how they 
interacted with colleagues, peers, 
and relations.  Some genealogy soft-
ware programs have basic timeline 
potential.  Excel spreadsheets, ba-
sic word processing programs, and 
mapping software can also add to a 
better understanding of a person’s 
place in history.  All these possi-
bilities will be reviewed and applied 
along with including information 
on the Library’s wonderful suite of 
databases available as an excellent 
source of genealogy information 
and research.   

Presenter Laura G. Prescott is in-
volved in the genealogy communi-
ty at many levels.  She is vice pres-
ident of the Genealogical Speakers 
Guild, webmaster for the New Eng-
land Regional Genealogical Con-
ference, and vice president of the 
Association of Professional Gene-
alogists.  Laura is project manager 
for the Nickerson Family Associa-
tion of Chatham, Massachusetts.  
She lectures and writes for national 
audiences on a variety of genealogi-
cal topics, most specifically the use 
of personal documents and manu-
scripts in genealogical research, ge-

nealogy on the Internet, and com-
puterized genealogy for the Mac 
users.  Her articles have appeared 
in Ancestry, New England Ances-
tors, Genealogical Computing, NGS 
Newsmagazine, and Digital Gene-
alogist.

 The “Genealogy Specials” series 
continues Tuesday, October 21 with 
“Bringing the Past to Light: Under-
standing Family Photos” presented 
by Maureen Taylor, internationally 
recognized expert on the intersec-
tion of history, genealogy, and pho-
tography.  For the final program of 
the series, local Amherst author Bob 
Korkuc speaks of his recently pub-
lished book, Finding a Fallen Hero: 
The Death of a Ball Turret Gunner.” 
His book tells the story of how his 
uncle was killed in World War II 
while on a Flying Fortress bombing 
mission over Germany in February 
of 1944.  It also reveals how one goes 
about researching a war death over 
50 years ago. He presents on Veter-
an’s Day, Tuesday evening, Novem-
ber 11 from 7-8:30 p.m.

 All events are free and open to the 
public.  Register by calling 673-2288, 
emailing library@amherst.lib.nh.us 
or visit: www.amherst.lib.nh.us and 
selecting “Calendar of Events.”

You Can Fix It Too! : The Hidden Power In Power Tools
Home Repair is happening at the 

Amherst Town Library on Tuesday, 
September 30 from 7-8:30 p.m.  The 
program is part of  “The Choice is 
Yours at Your Library” adult eve-
ning series of programs at the Am-
herst Town Library in September.  
Marie Leonard, owner of Marie’s 
Home Improvement, will present 
“You Can Fix It Too! : The Hidden 
Power in Power Tools,” a live hands-
on demonstration of common ho-
meowner’s “fix-it” solutions along 
with stories of challenges and suc-
cesses in the world of home repairs.  
Marie’s stories highlight how taking 
on home improvement projects al-
low women to work through issues 
like fear of failure, needing to be per-
fect, asking for help, fear of the un-
known, and searching for approval.  
Marie uses humor and honesty to 

highlight her successes and failures 
in home improvement and personal 
growth.  In the second part of her 
talk, Marie will demonstrate with 
tools  and props and cover some of 
the key questions that homeown-
ers have: How do I use a drill and 
wall anchors to hang a towel bar or 
shelf?  Is there a simple way to fix 
a small hole in the wall?  How do 
I stop my toilet from making that 
“phantom flushing” sound? Along 
with giving practical advice about 
her favorite tools, Marie will answer 
your questions, help you assess your 
own projects and leave you excited 
and confident that you can take on 
and successfully complete many of 
your basic home repairs, improve-
ment, and decorating projects.

Raised in New Mexico and Ver-
mont, Marie learned her handy 

woman skills watching and help-
ing her parents build, renovate, and 
repair apartment buildings.  In the 
fall of 2002, Marie concluded ten 
years as a corporate trainer, decid-
ing to combine her love of teaching 
with her home improvement skills.  
Marie has been featured in the Bos-
ton Globe Life at Home section and 
also in the Business Section of the 
Lowell Sun.  She is currently writing 
a how-to book on home repair for 
women scheduled to be published 
in the fall of 2009.  Marie is married 
and has two daughters, ages nine 
and twelve.

The event is free and open to the 
public.  You can register by calling 
673-2288, emailing library@am-
herst.lib.nh.us or by visiting our 
website at www.amherst.lib.nh.us 
and selecting “Calendar of Events.”


