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Re-energizing 
For Winter
To maximize a home’s energy efficiency,  
consider the following tips:
1. Start at the front.

A home’s front door can play a vital role as one of the first lines of de-
fense against the elements. If a door does not close properly or lets in a 
draft, utility bills will pay the price. Homeowners should check the weath-
er-stripping and any gaps around the door that can let heat escape. If 
these features cannot be easily fixed, it may be time to replace the door.

2. Material matters.
Vinyl is the preferred choice for replacement windows today. In fact, vi-

nyl represents 65 percent of the window replacement market. Vinyl win-
dows reduce heat transfer and will help better insulate the home. 

Another feature of energy efficient windows is Low-E glass. Low-E is 
a silver coating that’s designed to reflect infrared light and keep homes 
warmer in the winter and cooler in the summer. Most window and door 
manufacturers offer this option.

3. Drive home efficiency.
The garage is often forgotten when it comes to energy efficiency, but 

it’s one of the largest entry points of the home. The temperature of a 
garage greatly affects the overall temperature of the entire home. For 
energy savings in the garage, find a proper-fitting garage door and make 
sure that the door leading from the garage to the inside of the home is 
also energy efficient. 

4. Energy efficiency pays off.
Beyond the initial purchase price of a product, consider the long-term 

value that energy efficient products offer in terms of annual measurable 
savings. In addition, many local utilities offer rebates for purchasing EN-
ERGY STAR qualified windows and doors. 

5. Give your home an energy makeover.
A survey or audit of a home’s energy usage and costs can identify spe-

cific ways to reduce home energy bills. Many state energy offices and local 
electric and gas utilities offer energy audit services, or may be able to pro-
vide other sources for this service.
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Winterizing: Easy Steps to Help Save 
Money and the Environment
Cold weather is on the horizon, threatening to leak into your home and 
send a chill up your spine. With skyrocketing energy costs and a global 
movement to “go green,” now’s the time to help keep precious energy 
from going right out the window.
For many energy-conscious home and business owners, “draft dodging” 
starts by replacing weathered doors and windows with more carefully 
crafted energy-efficient designs, like those earning the ENERGY STAR 
which denotes the most energy-efficient products.

Winterizing for a warmer home
Regardless of the climate you live in, one way to enhance your home’s 
comfort and energy efficiency year-round is through a window and door 
replacement. Older windows and doors can shift and warp over time, 
leaving cracks that invite cold winter air and sizzling summer heat into 
an otherwise cozy home. When replacing, choose efficient materials, 
like vinyl, wood or fiberglass that can greatly reduce the flow of heat 
and cold in and around windows compared with the energy loss of old, 
cold metal frames.
When it comes to saving energy, most Americans know they can and 
should do more, starting at home.
“A majority of American homeowners (51 percent) said their windows 
aren’t ‘green’ or energy-efficient enough,’” said Elaine Sagers, vice 
president of marketing, Pella Windows & Doors, quoting a recent 
national study conducted by Kelton Research. “That fact, combined 
with the new sense of practicality about home improvement, shows 
that many consumers are truly looking for ways to reduce their monthly 
utility bills and home upkeep.”
According to the Kelton study, 49 percent of homeowners reported 
that their utility bills went down after a window replacement project. 
They also found their homes to be more comfortable (48 percent) and 
valuable (38 percent), and their new windows to be more aesthetically 
pleasing (48 percent).
Another step in making a home more energy-efficient is installing new 
exterior doors. Newer wood and fiberglass models are designed to fit 
snugly and insulate efficiently. Replacing dilapidated doors can help 
lower heating and cooling costs.
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Energy efficient windows with Low-E glass help homes stay warmer in the 
winter and cooler in the summer, while saving money on utility bills.

Fiberglass doors are a low-maintenance, extremely durable option that 
provide superior energy efficiency benefits year-round.

As cold weather advances, homeowners throughout the country can ex-
pect to see a substantial increase in energy prices. According to the Energy 
Information Administration, the price for heating oil, natural gas and elec-
tricity is projected to jump by nearly 20 percent.

With such high increases this year, homeowners everywhere are giving 
inefficient windows and doors the cold shoulder. According to a recent 
study, nearly 26 percent of homeowners say what they dislike most about 
their existing windows and doors is that they are drafty and inefficient. 
As temperatures outside drop, these inefficiencies quickly turn into rising 
utility bills.

“Energy efficient windows and doors are crucial to maintaining a home’s 
comfort all year long, but especially during the coldest months,” says Brian 
Hedlund, product marketing manager for JELD-WEN. “Research shows 
that homeowners who replace single-pane glass windows with ENERGY 
STAR qualified products can save $125 to $450 on energy costs annually.”

Remodeling adds value.

You want the most from your home, so why not consult with us? We have the expertise to 
makeover your bedrooms, living room or home offi ce.  Give your entertainment center or 
media room the sparkle it needs with quality cabinetry and beautiful styling it deserves.

Call Pat Currier, CKD, Barbara Coulter, CKD or Susan 
Durling, DESIGNER for your initial consultation.   
Then let us...

•  guide you through the design and 
decision-making process...

•  order the cabinetry, paneling, 
moulding, lighting, fl ooring and 
every thing else...

•  provide professional installation backed by over 34 years  
of quality craftsmanship and attention to every detail...

•  assure your project is the best it can be with complete  
follow-through before, during and after each stage...

Wherever your dreams take you,  
we can turn them into reality...!

follow-through before, during and after each stage...

Wherever your dreams take you,  
we can turn them into reality...!

CARRIAGE DEPOT • 135 ROUTE 101A • AMHERST, NH  03031
TEL 603.883.2407  •  FAX 603.883.3298

www.currierkitchens-baths.com

Granite State Credit Union

AMHERST l CANDIA l CONCORD l MANCHESTER l NASHUA l SEABROOK

• We are New Hampshire!

Serving New Hampshire Residents, Employees and Small Businesses.

The high price of fuel may have you considering alternative heating options or wondering 
how you’ll afford to heat your home this winter. Whether you need help financing a more 
economical heating system or could use assistance paying upcoming heating expenses, 
Granite State Credit Union is here to help.

Apply now for our limited time Energy Loan and take the worry out of heating your 
home this winter. Complete an application from our website or by calling Lending After
Hours™ to speak with a lending representative around the clock.

Not a member? No problem. If you live or work in the State of New Hampshire, you are 
eligible for membership at GSCU. It’s that easy.

800-446-0285 • gscu.org

*Annual Percentage Rate (APR) of 10.29% based on a $5,000 loan, including $75 loan origination fee, with a 60-month term, at a simple rate of 9.65% and monthly 
payments of $106.97. Rate includes a .25% rate discount for choosing any two of the following: automatic payments, eStatements, credit life insurance, or credit 
disability insurance. Minimum loan amount of $5,000 for a 60 month term. Other terms and conditions apply. Rate and term determined by credit history. Rate accurate 
as of 8/13/08 and subject to change. This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.

Energy Loan
10.29%*

APR

Firewood
for sale
Quality hardwoods 
16-18 in length, split
$350/cord delivered. 
Cash only.

Call 603 305-1527

STONE
WALL

REPAIRSpecializing in 
old fashioned 
dry fieldstone and/or granite 
wall repair. Stone foundation 
repair, new walls built. 
Related excavation/site work.

30 Years Experience
Tony Luongo 672-4832 am
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