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“Come Experience The Devine Difference... You’ll Be Floored!”

www.devineflooring.com

◆ CarpET
◆ TilE
◆ VinYl
◆ laminaTE
◆  WOOD
◆ arEa rugs

459 Route 13S, Milford, NH

672-0392
Tue-Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-3, 

Closed Sun. & Mon.
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Brake for Leaf Peepers
Watch out autumn is in the air.  The Canada geese are honking over-
head, the sparrows are heading south and leaf peepers will soon be out 
in numbers.  They migrate from the cities in search of the most brilliant 
fall colors in pristine colonial villages bringing with them as accessories 
an autofocus camera or digital, tripod, cell phone, sunglasses strung 
around their necks and the ubiquitous water bottle (what’s that about, 
we have water). They are clad in country digs lugging backpacks or fanny 
packs and wearing sensible and some not-so-sensible footwear. Their 
journey is signaled by the calendar. Single-minded in their pursuit,  they 
arrive in small numbers in September scouring the north country for the 
perfect view.  The last of the flock will be seen in mid-October when the 
maple trees have dropped most of their red and orange leaves and the 
stubborn oak trees hang on to their bronze-brown leaves cloaking the 
countryside in a color not worthy of their photography.   
In between, they scout out the coziest bed and breakfast or inn take 
their meals in local eateries and purchase souvenirs to give to unsus-
pecting friends.  Any product emblazoned with a moose, deer, loon, 
made in New Hampshire or at least, sold in New Hampshire takes on a 
special aura.  Slap the now missing in action Old Man in the Mountain 
on it and it’s a sure winner.  Maple syrup, apple cider and blueberry jam 
taste much better from New Hampshire, but it’s hard to package that 
beautiful autumn view.  That’s why they keep coming back every year to 
see if it’s really as beuatiful as they remembered.  And it is.
Join me in welcoming these guests to our small but colorful corner of 
New Hampshire.  Whether traveling by car, van or bus, in flocks, families 
or singles, they give a great bump to our economy and their safaris to 
“see the color” make for great “people watching” for the rest of us.

Fall Foliage Hot Line: 800-258-3608
Web site: www.visitnh.gov (scenic routes, event and festival information)

Covered Bridges
A tour of covered bridges in southern New Hampshire can be part of 
a day foliage tour.  “Courting Bridges” are a defining element in the 
New Hampshire landscape.  
Hancock-Greenfield County, 87’ (1937) 1 mile east of Rt. 202, Greenfield.
Henniker-New England College, 137’ (1972) south of Rt. 9 in the Village.
Hopkinton-Railroad, 2 span,140’ (rebuilt 1889) East of NH 103, Contoocook.
Merrimack-Baboosic Brook, 32’, (1990) on Stowell Rd., Merrimack.
Swanzey-Carleton, 67’ (rebuilt 1869) east of NH 32, 1/2 mile south of Swanzey 
Village.
Swanzey-Sawyers Crossing, 2-span, 159’ (rebuilt 1859) 1 mile north in Swanzey.
Swanzey-West Swanzey, 2-span, 137’ (1832) east of NH 10 at West Swanzey.
Winchester-Ashuelot, 2-span, 169’ (1864) south of NH 119 at ashuelot.
Winchester-Coombs, 107’ (1837) west of NH 10, 1/2 mile SW of Westport. 

Autumn in New Hampshire

New Hampshire has it all from the tallest peak in the northeast to 
quaint villages hidden in the countryside.  It is reported that over 80% of 
the state is forested and nature is about to put on a pyrotechnic display 
that is unequalled anywhere.  Old timers say that the rich fall colors are a 
result of our thin rocky soil, a form of payback for the hard work it takes 
to make things grow.   Science explains the natural process as a signal 
that the trees are getting ready for winter.  During the growing season 
the leaves produce their green color during the food making process that 
takes place in the cells containing chlorophyll.  With the arrival of shorter 
days and cooler temperatures, food is no longer being made and the reduc-
tion in chlorophyll reveals the yellows and oranges that were previously 
masked.  

The red in the sugar maples results from a different process.  In the 
warm fall days, sugar is produced in the leaves and captured there by the 
cilly nights.  The more sugar that accumulates, the brighter  red the leaves 
turn.

The changing colors of autumn start north in the high elevations of the 
White Mountains and will soon blanket the southwestern corner of New 
Hampshire with the red and orange of the sugar maples and brillant yel-
lows of the white birch and American beech. 

The southwestern part of the state is the quiet corner of New Hamp-
shire.  Spared the resort attractions and tourist centers, this part of New 
Hampshire is comprised of the Monadnock area ringed by small towns 
and villages proud of their history and lifestyle.  The quiet scenic beauty of 
this area is enhanced by 18th century homes, colonial farmhouses, town 
meetinghouses and historic cemetaries.  The rural beauty of the Monad-
nocks with family friendly mountains for hiking also boasts lakes and 
ponds, covered bridges, waterfalls, farms, backroads and unsurpassed fall 
foliage.   In addition to all that beauty, there are country fairs, hayrides, ap-
plepicking, pumpkin festivals and antiquing to be enjoyed.

The Big Blush

Flume Covered Bridge – 1886

Wilton Jaffrey Lyndeborough
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