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Schools

Souhegan High Film Seminar presents:

Classic Film Series  
(All films begin at 7:30pm Admission Free)

November-- Friday, 11/14 High Noon
December-- Friday, 12/19 It’s a Wonderful Life
January-- Friday, 1/23 Rear Window
February-- Friday, 2/6 The Deer Hunter
March-- Friday, 3/13 The Sound of Music
April-- Friday, 4/10 Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid
May-- Friday, 5/29 Raging Bull

Souhegan Fall Theatre Show November 21, 22
AMHERST – On Friday and Sat-

urday, November 21 and 22, the 
Souhegan Theatre becomes a crime 
scene as the audience tries to un-
ravel the disappearances  and mur-
derous mysteries of several promi-
nent Broadway personalities in the 
fun filled laugh-a-minute whodun-
it, Broadway Babylon by Peter DiPi-
etro.  This audience participation 
solve-the-crime play features sev-
eral suspects from the Souhegan 
Theatre program including:  So-
phie Gagnon (Sally Peabody), Ryan 
(Ralph Scumbo), Meghan Guilfoyle 
(Ethel Championn Abbett), Abby 
Darin (Polly Ester), Charlie Smed-
ley (Joey Abis), Lolly Pop (Colleen 
Graham), Dan Dapper (Cameron 
Berger), Francine Dubois (C. Wet-
more),  Dan Gilligan (Casey Miller), 
Aimee Clement, Pat O’Mara (Co-
Hosts), Arne Nizhnikov, Andrew 
Amrein, Munro Kingsly, Alex Fis-
chofer, Paige Brooks, Paige Craven, 
Kim Frischknecht, Harry Granfors, 
McKenzie St. Germain, Alyssa Pe-
terson, Kyle Caldbeck, and Haley 
Brannelly.

Accomplices are Steve Hodgman 
(Director), Stan St. Onge (Techni-
cal Director), Brooke Allaby (Stage 
Manager), Pat Anderson (Front of 
House Manager). 

Will you be the one to solve the 
mystery?  Is someone you know a 
potential suspect?  Bring your su-
per sleuth skills to the Souhegan 
Theatre on Friday and Saturday 
nights, November 21, 22 at 7:30 
PM.  Buy your tickets in advance by 
going onto the Souhegan website: 
shs.sprise.com or buy them at the 
door.  Adults $7.  Students and Se-
nior Citizens $5.
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Students from Left to Right:  Joey Abis, Cameron Burger, Chris Wetmore, Abby Darin,  Sophie Gagnon, Meghan 
Guilfoyle, Ryan Fay, Colleen Graham

Going Public

Who are the People in 
your Neighborhood?

Mr. Roger’s theme song plays in my head as I walk the halls this 
year. We have many new people in our neighborhood. Bob Thomp-
son, our new Dean of Students, is perhaps the most visible.

Always involved in extra-curricular activities with students in 
Dover where he taught social studies to 7th and 8th graders, Bob 
worked closely with local police departments in community out-
reach programs. He ran after-school drug and alcohol programs 
and taught self-advocacy to students. Bob also served on the school 
board in Somersworth.

Although he knew he wanted to work directly with students as 
a secondary school administrator, Bob wanted no part of any high 
school discipline system that did little more than manage a revolv-
ing door of internal and external suspension. Bob believes in posi-
tive discipline, of working with students to help them make good 
choices, and to support students who need consistent reinforce-
ment. 

It turns out that Bob was also humming Mr. Roger’s theme song 
as he became acquainted with Souhegan over the summer. “I re-
viewed the yearbook, trying to get a sense of the staff and students.  
I can freak kids out when they walk by me and I call them by name.  
I want to be seen as someone whose job is to support the work of 
all students, not just someone who suspends students for violating 
the school’s behavioral norms.  My predecessor Ted Houlihan told 
me, “Don’t be the dean of students, be the dean of all students.”  I 
think that is great advice.”  

Bob is currently everywhere in the building, and on the sports 
fields and school dances on weekends. He has visited classrooms, 
and is leaning heavily on his 11th grade Advisory to provide him 
with a voice of what is happening in school. He believes that “Ad-
visory is the foundation of personalization—hanging out with stu-
dents every day who represents different social groups provides 
me with the perspective of how they perceive their school. I ap-
proached my Advisory last week to ask them how to deal with 
some graffiti we had found. They said that once we had identified 
the kids involved, these kids should clean the graffiti and repaint 
the wall. They believe in logical consequences. They also suggested 
possibly identifying an area of the school that could be used as a 
venue for their artistry. 

Bob has already seen every sports team play at least one game. 
He lists his current challenges as “getting to know parents and all 
members of this community; allocating time among responsibili-
ties for security and discipline; creating a positive environment; 
meeting the needs of kids identified as at-risk; and getting up to 
speed on the many initiatives in place already in school. I want to 
know that we are all speaking with one voice in every aspect of our 
culture.”

In the few hours Bob has not been at school, Bob has moved 
to a home in Milford with his wife, Trudi, who teaches biology at 
Hollis-Brookline High School, and one-year old daughter, Natalie. 
Natalie will soon also know most of the students at Souhegan be-
cause she accompanies Bob on weekends to Souhegan events.

Bob welcomes interaction with parents and community mem-
bers. He can be reached at bthompson@sprise.com

	 	 Peggy	Silva	is	the	writing	coordinator	and	literacy					
	 	 coach	at	Souhegan	High	School

Students in the News

John C. O’Brien of Amherst 
Enrolls at Colby College

John C. O’Brien of Amherst en-
rolled at Colby College in Water-
ville, Maine, this fall. Before classes 
began he took part in an orienta-
tion that included an introduction 
to Colby’s rigorous academics, rich 
cultural life, and community in-
volvement opportunities as well as 
a three-day outdoor excursion. A 
graduate of Souhegan High School, 
O’Brien is the son of Edward and 
Andrea O’Brien of Amherst.

Search To Find Children in Need   
of Special Education

SAU#39 is seeking to identify ev-
ery child from birth to age 21 who 
lives within the boundaries of Am-
herst and Mont Vernon who has 
developmental delays or may be in 
need of special education.  If you 
have a child or know of a child who 
you think has development delays 
or special needs, contact:

   
Renea Sparks, Director of Special 
Services
SAU #39 - Telephone 673-1096
M – F (8:00 am – 4:00 pm)

Areas of special education in-
clude: birth through age two (infant-
toddler), early childhood-disabil-
ity, developmentally delayed, visual 
impairments including blindness, 
hearing impairments including 
deafness, deaf-blindness, autism, 
traumatic brain-injury, emotional 
disturbance, specific learning dis-
abilities, mental retardation, mul-
tiple disabilities, orthopedic im-
pairments, and speech or language 
impairments.

Parents are advised that all spe-
cial education services are designed 
to offer appropriate educational op-
portunities for each qualifying stu-
dent, as well as to provide assis-
tance and support in the areas of 
physical, mental, emotional, and so-
cial growth.   If your child qualifies, 
these services will be provided at no 
cost to the family.  State and federal 
laws are followed in providing each 
student with a free appropriate pub-
lic education in the least restrictive 
environment.

“Energy Matters” Open House at Pine Hill Waldorf 
School, November 8Come to the 11th Annual Am-

herst PTA Family Science day Sat-
urday, November 8th to think and 
learn about energy – how to harness 
it, make it, use it and save it! This is 
an interactive setting to learn some 
scientific principles---and of course, 
to have lots of fun!  

There will be even more interac-
tive experiments and displays this 
year---something for everyone!  We 
set up the experiments and exhib-
its so that parents and students 
can have fun learning something 
new!  Of course, the Flight Simu-
lator (based on the Wright Broth-
ers first plane) will be there again, 

which is an Amherst PTA Fami-
ly Science Day tradition and a real 
crowd pleaser.

Mark your calendars for this spe-
cial day of parent-child interaction 
and learning at Family Science Day 
to be held Saturday, November 8th 
at the Wilkins Elementary School 
in Amherst. Students in grades K-
4 and their families are welcome 
to attend. Sessions are from 10-12 
or from 1-3. Choose the time that 
works best for you.

Please contact Jane Sodders at 
672-7882  for volunteer information 
or for general information on the 
event.  We hope to see you there!!

WILTON—Pine Hill Waldorf 
School will host an Open House on 
Saturday, November 8 from 2:00 
to 4:30 pm.  The Open House will 
feature a seasonal circle for young 
children, a fairy tale puppet per-
formance of the Native American 
story, The Hidden One, lesson dem-
onstrations and tours of the school.   

Pine Hill teachers, staff and current 
parents will be on hand to answer 
questions and refreshments will be 
served.  Pine Hill Waldorf School 
is now accepting applications for 
the 2008-2009 school year and be-
yond.  For more information, call 
654-6003. 
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Free Estimates at Your Place – at Your Convenience
Deal Directly with expert installers at prices lower than the competition!

All New 

Line now at 

Cardoza!

h a r d w o o d   •   l a m i n a t e s   •   v i n y l   •   c a r p e t   •   t i l e

www.cardozaflooring.com

Somerset Hardwood Flooring
choose from seven fabulous collections: 
antique, specialty north americam, spe-
cialty exotic, country, maple, oak color
or value collection in thicknesses from 
3/8” to 3/4” and widths from 2 1/4” to 5”, 
you have a vast selection of possibilities.

this beautiful new brand of hardwood 
flooring, now available at cardoza, is en-
vironmentally friendly and highly valued 
with over 20 years experience and crafted 
in america by a privately owned company.

come see for yourself how hardwood 
flooring has real value and has been 
proven to increase property values!

77 Pine Hill Drive, Wilton, NH 03086 � 603-654-6003 � www.pinehill.org

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, November 8th, 2:00 – 4:30 p.m.
Inspiring learning through the art of education

� Meet our teachers � Tour the school � Open classrooms
� Fairy tale puppet play � Children are welcome!
� Early Childhood circle time � Free admission 

Early Childhood – Grade 8
Financial aid available

On Abbot Hill Road in Wilton, 
1.7 miles south off Rte. 101
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