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The Nutcracker 

Opening scene as 
Clara's magical 
journey begins.

BEDFORD – Southern NH Dance Theater 
(SNHDT) and the Palace Theatre are proud to 
present the timeless classic, The Nutcracker to be 
performed at the Palace Theatre Thanksgiving Day 
Weekend in six performances, Friday, November 28th 
through Sunday, November 30.

 The annual performance consists of several 
world-renowned guest artists, including Boston Ballet 
principal dancer Carlos Molina, young talented indi-
viduals from the southern New Hampshire area and a 
live full orchestra, and The Palace Festival Orchestra 
led by conductor Robert Babb. The audience will en-
joy Tchaikovsky’s masterpiece as it was intended, with 
the power and vigor of a live orchestra.  

The guest artists include, Carlos Molina, prin-
cipal dancer with Boston Ballet. He will be dancing 
with the Sugar Plum Fairy in The Nutcracker at the 
Palace Theatre. The production also includes several 
professional dancers from various parts of the globe, 
including William Agliata, Benjamin Briones, Bafana 
Solomon Matea, and Richard Yé.

William Agliata, originally from Italy, is an 
accomplished artist who worked as a dancer, baritone 
opera singer, and choreographer in Italy before coming 
to the U.S.  Benjamin Briones, from Mexico origi-
nally, has danced with several professional companies 
including Ballet Austin and New Haven Ballet and is 
currently choreographer for Ajkun Ballet Theatre in 
NYC.  Bafana Solomon Matea, born in South Africa, 

studied under scholarship at the Alvin Ailey Dance 
School and is a founding member and artist of JUSTA-
POWER.  Richard Yé, American-born, has performed 
with numerous dance companies throughout the U.S. 
including seasons with the Milwaukee Ballet, Cincin-
nati Ballet and the Metropolitan Opera at Lincoln 
Center.  Douglas Davis, will dance the role of Dros-
selmeyer in Act I. Mr. Davis danced professionally in 
both the U.S. and Europe with the Los Angeles Ballet, 
the Frankfurt Ballet, Zurich Ballet and Bern Ballet.  

The part of the beautiful Sugar Plum Fairy will 
be danced by three beautiful dancers: Aubrey Pear-
son of Merrimack, Lauren Shepard of Litchfield, and 
Elisabeth Wilson of Mont Vernon. “I am continually 
impressed by the talent and dedication of these three 
dancers.  And they really know how to command the 
stage,” comments Director Patricia Lavoie.  The brave 
young character central to the entire story, Clara, will 
be performed this year by both Kayley Lyttle of Milford 
and Kristen Chester of Amherst.

 “This is not a local dance recital by any 
means,” stated Peter Ramsey, executive director of the 
Palace Theatre.  “Southern NH Dance Theater has 
established a reputation for offering high-caliber pro-
fessional performances.  Add the power and intensity 
of a live orchestra like The Palace Festival Orchestra 
conducted by Robert Babb and you have an evening 
that you and your children will remember for many 
years to come,” added Ramsey. 

Performed 
Thanksgiving 

Weekend at the 
Palace Theatre with 

a Live Orchestra
 

Benjamin Briones & Elisabeth Wilson as Snow King & Snow 
Queen in Act 1 of The Nutcracker 

Bafana Solomon Matea as Candy Cane Soloist in Act 2 of The 
Nutcracker

Nathan Duszny 
(Nutcracker) & 
Claire Esielionis 
(Clara) in the 
Battle Scene of 
The Nutcracker 
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