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Rebecca’s background in-
cludes a college major in art.  She 
is a painter juried at the Sharon 
Arts Center.  Over the years she has 
done woodcarving and painting of 
small birds and décor items.  She did 
flower arranging and wreath making 
with material she gathered and dried 
herself.  She is a member of the 
National Herb Society for which she 
did presentations for donors.  She’s 
an avid antique collector and for 
many years she raised and showed 
Pembroke Welsh Corgis.  She’s 
proud to say that she raised and 
finished fourteen champions. 

The property their home is 
sited on was once part of the ex-
panse of land owned by the Honor-
able Samuel Dana (1739-1798).  
He was a wealthy judge who left 
the property to his heirs.  The land 
was subdivided several times but wasn’t built on until fifty 
years ago when a modest house was constructed for George 
and Rilla Knight.  It was later purchased by Edwin and 
Cecile Masten and enlarged to its present size.

For the house tour, Rebecca will have her dining 
room table set with elegant glass table settings from the 
1920s.  The sideboard and table centerpiece will feature 
fresh greens and sugared lady apples.  

Her kitchen with its hanging Pennsylvania cup-
board will present a still life of winter woodland scenes 
with spun cotton birds in their natural settings with real 

nests.  These are all too beautiful 
to relegate to Christmas décor only.

The sitting room off the 
kitchen is the birding and egg print 
room with has several prominent 
displays of William Donovan bird 
prints.  To complement the theme, 
there are spun cotton birds in a 
display under glass and a wreath of 
old advertising egg cards.

Myrtle topiaries on the 
fireplace mantel, botanical prints 
and a tabletop tree decorated with 
German and early American orna-
ments set the mood for the front 
parlor.  The collection of orna-
ments on this tree includes heavy 
mercury balls, German butterflies, 
Santas, clowns, Dresdens, glass 
birds with spun tails and old tinsel 
icicles.  And as the “piéce de résis-
tance,” the tree holds real candles 

that are lighted on Christmas Eve.  

A goose feather tree decorated with pinecone elves 
and gnomes can be found in the corner bedroom. The bed 
is overflowing with presents wrapped in Christmas gnome 
paper and just begging to be opened! 

The master bedroom offers a serene color scheme 
of soft yellows, cream, gold and whites.  In this room the 
feather tree is white decorated in gold mercury balls and 
white doves.  Christmas morning breakfast for Mr. and 
Mrs. Claus will be set out on the bed tray.  

The upstairs guest room is a child’s delight.  It 
is hard to take in all the vignettes arranged around the 
woodland animals, books, toys, dolls and teddy bears of 
Christmas dreams.  The two trees in this room are bottle-
brush trees from the 1940s and 50s.  Take your time and 
appreciate this charming scene.  On your way back down 
stairs, stop and look up for a view of a collection of Santas 
above the doorway.

Certainly this home will put a smile on your face 
and an appreciation of all those 35 years Rebecca and 
David have been collecting and now sharing with the 
community at Christmas. 

As the tour date nears, Rebecca will be adding fresh 
greens to the already festive scene.

 Tour tickets are $25 in advance and $30 the 
day of the tour. 
Luncheon tickets 
must be preor-
dered and are $10. 
More information 
is available at 
www.ccamherst.
org or by calling 
the church office 
at 673-3231. 
Also, see article 
on page 6.

Help feed the hungry this holiday season. Stop by 
our office or the Milford Library to donate a non- 
perishable food item and Transitions Realty will 
match each item donated.  All donations will benefit 
the SHARE organization Now thru Dec. 21st.

Thinking of Buying or Selling?  
Call for a fRee consultation!  

Darlene Chauvette
Broker/Owner

Certified Residential Specialist
E-Pro • Million Dollar Producer
darlene@transitionsnh.com

www.transitionsnh.com

Transitions Realty, LLC
294 Route 101, Unit 4 (Next to Salzburg Square)
Amherst, NH 03031 • 673-0833

Let’s SHARe this Holiday Season...

43 Grove Street
Grove Village Shops

Peterborough
603-924-5993

Open 7 Days a Week

Celebrate the holidays ...
	 with	our	Holiday	Baskets,

Towers	and	Sleighs!

www.avamariechocolates.com
We Ship AnyWhere in the USA


 

   
    

       
      


 
  

    

Shop us for 
GREEN & NH 

made gifts.



Vintage items and antiques.

Red gnome hat hangs 
from the bedpost.


