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Town News
Events Calendar This is the third war-

ship to carry the 
name of our state. 
The first was a 
battleship, con-
structed at the 
Shipyard from 
1816 -1864. 
Construction 
of this ship was 
c o m m e n c e d 
in 1816, then 
stopped and re-
started and launched 
in 1864. In 1816 the 
ship was to be named as 
the Alabama, but this seemed 
to be an inappropriate name for a 
Union Civil War battleship and the 
name was changed to New Hamp-
shire. The second ship to carry the 
name of our state was also a battle-
ship. It was launched in 1906 and 
served during World War I. She was 
decommissioned in 1921.

My wife, Helen and I were hon-
ored to receive invitations to the 
ceremony and were among 3,000 
other guests, some traveling from 
across the country and overseas 
to attend the ceremony. The logis-
tic problem getting this number of 
guests, including cars into a secure 
facility was immense. I was abso-
lutely astounded at the speed and 
efficiency of the navy and the Ports-
mouth Naval Shipyard staff in mov-
ing guests by bus to and from the 
parking area to the commission site 
and then reception area and back to 
their cars. If this is an indication of 

the efficiency of the US 
Navy, we have no 
worries as to U.S. 
security.

The ceremo-
ny commenced 
at 10 a.m. on the 
dot. The weath-
er was cold and 
cloudy, but 
promptly at 11 
a.m., when the 
crew boarded 
and took pos-

session, the sun 
broke out from the clouds 

and shown on the boat, crew and 
guests. I mentioned this fact to my 
cousin, a former submarine engi-
neering officer and the person who 
secured our invitations, and he said: 
“It seems like a good omen for the 
U.S.S. NEW HAMPSHIRE.”

Senator Judd Gregg was the pri-
mary speaker. He informed the 
guests that the commissioning 
committee was hard pressed to 
plan the ceremonies in place in 
time since the boat was constructed 
under budget and 8 months ahead 
of schedule. He and other speakers 
mentioned another ship construct-
ed at our country’s first shipyard, 
Portsmouth, John Paul Jones’s ship, 
the U.S.S. RANGER and the signifi-
cance of our state motto, “Live Free 
or Die” as being particularly poi-
gnant during this critical time in 
our nation’s history. Our motto has 
been etched in the hull and carried 
as the ship’s motto.
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NH Hospice and Palliative Care 
Recognizes Gift from Walmart 

Souhegan Valley Chorus Annual Holiday  
Concert Set for December 14th

AMHERST - The Souhegan Val-
ley Chorus will present its 29th. 
annual holiday concert on Sunday, 
December 14th. at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Souhegan High School Auditorium 
in Amherst.  The program, “It’s The 
Merriest Time of Year”, will feature 
a selection of holiday favorites in-
cluding: “White Christmas”, “Let It 
Snow, Let It Snow, Let It Snow”, “The 
Hands of Winter”, and a medley in-
cluding “Deck The Hall” and “The 
Little Drummer Boy”. The “Val-
leyaires”, a small ensemble within 
the chorus will perform also.

The chorus, is under the direc-
tion of Jennifer K. Erdody and Lau-
ra Kennedy is the accompanist. To 

quote one of the members,” The 
show is designed to bring a feeling 
of joy at this special time. We are 
also going to include an audience 
sing along!”

Admission is $15/adults and $10 
for seniors/students. Tickets are 
available from chorus members, at 
the Toadstool Bookshop in Milford 
( cash/check), at the door, or by call-
ing 672-0025.

The chorus will also be featured 
at the 1st  Annual Milford Stroll 
which will be held on Sunday, De-
cember 7th. We will be perform-
ing at 7 p.m. in the Town Hall.  For 
more information, visit our web 
site: www.wolaver.org/SVC.

Tony Tiner, general manager of the Amherst Wal-Mart Super Store meets 
Janice McDermott, executive director, NH Hospice and Palliative Care Or-
ganization to receive thanks for his recent donation to NHHPCO fundraising 

AMHERST – November is Na-
tional Hospice/Palliative Care 
Month, a time when care provid-
ers across the country are work-
ing to help people understand op-
tions for care when facing a serious 
or life-limiting illness. New Hamp-
shire Hospice and Palliative Care 
Organization (NHHPCO) repre-
sents over 24 hospice programs and 
three hospice houses that provided 
care to approximately 4,000 people 
over the past year.

“As hospice professionals, our 
mission is to serve patients and fam-
ilies, and we’re committed to mak-
ing sure they receive the care they 
want. National Hospice/Palliative 
Care Month provides a wonderful 
opportunity to raise awareness of 
the options of care available,” said 
Janice McDermott, NHHPCO Ex-
ecutive Director.

To help support the work of 
NHHPCO, the Amherst Walmart 

Superstore donated a Phillips 47 
inch LCD, Full HDTV for a recent 
fundraising event.  Through raf-
fle ticket sales, $1,500 dollars was 
raised to continue education and 
public awareness activities through 
out the state.

Hospice is not a place but a kind 
of care that provides pain manage-
ment, symptom control, psychoso-
cial support, and spiritual care to 
patients and their families. Hos-
pices help patients and their family 
caregivers live as fully as possible 
– up until the end of life. 

New Hampshire Hospice and 
Palliative Care Organization can 
provide the community with more 
information about hospice, pallia-
tive care or advance care planning. 
Contact Janice McDermott at jmc-
dermott@nhhpco.org or visit www.
caringinfo.org.   

lished November 11th, “A residence 
is on one of the higher locations in 
Amherst.  Well-maintained fields 
and wood lots show the present own-
er’s long-term care and love of the 
property.  When it became necessary 
for the owner to sell the property, a 
strong desire by the family to pre-
serve its natural qualities prompted 
them to give the Town the first op-
portunity to purchase the property 
in its entirety.”  He continued, “The 
1770 home and barn with 15 acres 
will be listed for sale to a private par-
ty.  A perpetual natural space agree-
ment will be attached to the house 
parcel thereby avoiding any more 
building on it in the future.”

Beckley says that the purchase 
will be the addition of nearly 100 
acres to the now-protected inven-
tory of woods, fields and waterways 
in the Pulpit Brook watershed that 
stretches from Joppa Hill farm to 
Pulpit Rock Reservation.

At the hearing, Bonnie Knott 
asked what the procedure was to 

put the question on the March bal-
lot for a vote.  A petition with 50 sig-
natures of registered voters would 
be needed to place the question on 
the ballot.

The Amherst Conservation Com-
mission voted unanimously to sup-
port the purchase, as did the Bed-
ford Conservation Commission.

At the hearing,  Bonnie Knott 
asked what the procedure was to 
put the question on the March bal-
lot for the citizens to vote on.  A 
petition with 50 signatures of reg-
istered voters would be needed to 
place the question on the ballot.

For the next meeting, the select-
men expect to have an example of 
the tax impact on the bond. 

The second public Hearing will 
be December 1. Please see the offi-
cial hearing notice for details.
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state.   
Lowney started his Boys & Girls 

Club volunteer service in Nashua 
serving on the executive board of 
the Boys & Girls Club of Greater 
Nashua in 1983 and various com-
mittees, including president of the 
board in 1993. He helped develop 
what is today a chartered club of 
its own, the Boys & Girls Club of 
Souhegan Valley, by serving sever-
al terms as an executive officer and 
continues to serve on the Club’s 
board of directors.   

Lowney has taken his dedica-
tion beyond the Club level, and 
is currently president of the New 
Hampshire Alliance of Boys & Girls 
Clubs.  About 10 years ago he recog-
nized the need for an Alliance rep-
resenting the interests of all the NH 
Clubs, to strengthen public aware-
ness and public support for the Boys 
& Girls Clubs.  As the volunteer face 
of the Clubs in NH, he puts an in-
credible amount of time into the 

work he does with the Clubs.  Com-
menting on this honor, Mr. Lowney 
said, “As a businessman in New 
Hampshire I believe it is important 
to support the community where 
your business operates.  The Boys & 
Girls Clubs are an easy choice to get 
behind and support.”  

In presenting the award to 
Lowney, Spillett praised him for his 
commitment and said “Our Clubs 
in New Hampshire are a lot better 
off as a direct result of [his] devo-
tion and commitment to mission.”   
Spillett is a member of the Presi-
dent’s Council on Service and Civic 
Participation, established by Presi-
dent Bush in 2003. Chaired by two-
time Super Bowl champion Darrell 
Green, with former U.S. Senators 
Robert Dole and John Glenn serv-
ing as honorary chairs, the Council 
is a non-partisan group of leaders 
from government, business, media, 
entertainment, education, nonprof-
it and community organizations.  
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Memory Tree 2008
The Amherst Garden Club will 

be sponsoring the Memory Tree 
2008 located in the village of Am-
herst. The tree is a wonderful ever-
green  next to the large colored light 
town tree. It is covered with white 
lights to remind us of our loved ones 
that no longer can share the holi-
days with us. It also has a wonder-
ful white star on the top. The tree 
will be turned on the night of the 
tree lighting , Dec 14. You may add 
a name to our memory list, which 
is posted by the tree, by sending a 
$5.00 donation for each name you 
would like to have posted. Please 

print the names and add your name 
and phone number with the request. 
Return it with your donation ( made 
out to Amherst Garden Club) to the 
AGC Postal Box 694, Amherst.

We have donated each year 
around $1000.00 to various projects 
around Amherst and even in other 
areas of the state.  This year it has 
been suggested that we donate the 
money raised to the Sustainability 
Gardens and Projects at our own 
town schools. We will work with 
the schools, their students and staff 
to assist them with some of their 
needs.

THE 2008 MEMORY TREE
Select either A or B
 A. Family - i.e. The John Smith Family -$25.00
 B. Individual Name - i.e. John Smith - $5.00 each

Please Print Clearly Your Name: ________________________ 
Phone #: ______________

A. The _______________________Family ($25.00)

B. Last Name_________________First Name _______________
   Last Name_________________First Name _______________
   Last Name_________________First Name _______________
   Last Name_________________First Name _______________
   ($5.00 per individual name)

Make checks payable to:
 “The Memory Tree”/Amherst Garden Club
   PO Box 694
 Amherst, New Hampshire 03031

Deadline: Please return by December 11, 2008. Thank you.

Medical Ride Service  Begins in Souhegan Valley
Beginning on October 1st, rides to medical appointments will be available to 

people living in the Souhegan Valley towns of Amherst, Brookline, Hollis and Mil-
ford.  The door-to-door service will be provided by the Nashua Transit System and 
will be offered on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 8:30 am to 4:00 
pm. For information call 880-0100.

SOCRATES CAFE  
Join us Wednesday, December 3rd as we bring philosophy to the every day 

individual through a gathering for those who like to talk about issues, ethics and 
ideas.  We get together and discuss what is on our minds, from something on the 
news that day to the age old questions of “What is ...?  Do you like to have a good, 
safe discussion without fear of being attacked for having an opinion that is differ-
ent?  Share in learning how to think, not what to think.  We meet the first Wednes-
day of every month at the Toadstool Bookstore in Milford at 7 p.m.  

Nashaway Chapter of the Audubon Society of New 
Hampshire Explores NH’s Many Lakes

Are you interested in learning more about NH’s many lakes? Would you like to 
learn more about how you can make an impact on your environment? If so, join 
learn about the NH Lakes Lay Monitoring Program with the Nashaway Chapter of 
the Audubon Society of NH. Join Water Resource experts from the University of 
New Hampshire for this presentation which will take place on Tuesday, December 
9 at 7pm in the Theater Room of the Nashua Public Library. All are welcome to this 
free event. For more information, contact Richard Maloon at 424-5621 or richard.
maloon@att.net

Beard & Boyd Insurance agency, llc

On the Village Green

The leaves are changing color. 

Have your insurance needs 
changed, too?

Stop by our office and let 
us review your policy.

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
storm damage Cleanup • stump Grinding On-site

tree & Brush Chipping available

Your reliable handyman since 1996

529-3609

Painting,& Carpentry
Doors & Windows

Odd Jobs

No Job Too Small

Fully Insured Free Estimates

www.thetownplier.com

Arb or iculturAl  Serv iceS
M ichAel  hennAS

by

specializing in 
ornamental tree and shrub pruning • shade tree preservation • large tree planting

over grown shrub restoration • tree cabling and bracing systems
fruit tree pruning for fruit production or aesthetics 

ISA Certified Arborist Since 1992   •   20 Years Experience in Plant Health Care
NOFA Certified Organic Land Care Specialist

801-5366   •   pruningbymike@aol.com
Professional Tree & Shrub Pruning

ornamental tree and shrub pruning • shade tree preservation • large tree planting
over grown shrub restoration • tree cabling and bracing systems

fruit tree pruning for fruit production or aesthetics • storm damage cleanup

Winter is the ideal time to prune trees!

Call Rick or Tina for more info 
Email: rickwenzeloilco@gmail.com

Phone:  603-673-9554
Fax: 603-673-9552 • Cell:  603-234-2581

Call Now to Set Up Your Winter Budget Plan!

Rick

OIL COMPANY LLC
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

 •  Senior Citizen Discounts
 •  Bringing over 25 years of  

 experience & personalized  
 service to your home    
 and business

 •  24 hour full service 
 company Marvell Plate Glass, Inc.

141 D.W. Highway, Merrimack, NH  

889-0212 www.marvellplateglass.com

Don’t get caught in the cold!
We have glass for:

and

WOOD STOVES FIREPLACES

Members of The Souhegan Valley Chorus

Amherst Garden Club’s


