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Town News

It’s About Conservation

Not Smoke and Mirrors
By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

The occasional white curls of wood smoke drift 
down past the window as I write; a sign of ap-
proaching snow.  A century-plus ago, mill owners 
took the black smoke from their factory stacks as a 
sign of prosperity.  Today we see smoke as energy 
forfeited.  Nevertheless, I get good memories from 
different smokes, except cigarette smoke.  That 
shortened my Dad’s life.  But wood smoke brings 
pleasant memories of camp stoves and camp-
fires.  One of the best-chosen book titles I recall 
is “Smoke From A Thousand Campfires” by Paul 
Doherty recounting his experiences as a NH con-
servation officer in the North Country.

Then there’s the sweet-smelling smoke of burn-
ing leaves.  (Wash my mouth out for saying it.)  Do 
young people even know its flavor these days?  Of 
necessity things change as environmental under-
standing grows, even to the point that how and 
what I burn in the wood stove is fair fodder for EPA 
regulation.

The interest and concern young people have for 
the environment, globally and locally, was high-
lighted last week when two middle school students 
quizzed me on the topic “What effect does open 
space in Amherst have on our community’s car-
bon footprint?”  That footprint being one pixel, al-
beit a big one, in the environmental picture.  How 
would you answer the question?  Take away a cou-
ple of acres of trees and substitute a home which 
needs heating and the carbon footprint is enlarged 
– unless you heat with wood or nuclear generated 
electricity.

It’s not smoke and mirrors that changes in the 
global environment and economics are being ef-
fected by climate changes.  That carbon footprint 
again.  An article in the last issue of Wilson Quar-
terly describes some changes in Greenland precip-
itated by the warming period we are in that never 

would have occurred to 
me.  First to refresh, a 
few facts:  Greenland is 
the world’s largest island, 3 times the size of Texas.  
The ice sheet covering 80 percent of the land con-
tains 10 percent of the world’s fresh water, equiv-
qlent to the entire Gulf of Mexico.  It is melting at 
the rate of 57 cubic miles per year.

With the melting of the ice sheet, new lands and 
opportunities are being exposed.  Warmer water 
means less shrimp but more cod.  Less hunting is 
offset by more farming.  Ice is melting but more 
snow is falling.  More open land and water are 
prompting oil and gas exploration.   16-billion bar-
rels of oil lie beneath Greenland and its surround-
ing ocean.  Gold and diamond mines are being 
opened.  And with a new economic viability on the 
horizon, the 80,000 Greenlanders are methodical-
ly pursuing independence from Denmark - the old 
adage that a breeze from a butterfly’s wings may 
stir up a storm continents away.  In this case, we 
may be the butterflies inducing changes in Arctic 
shrimp and the international structure.
On The Snow At Home  

For several years now, Barbara Wilkins has been 
leading monthly snowshoe hikes in Joe English 
Reservation.  Barbara is a veteran Appalachian 
Mountain Club trip leader.  Plan to join her.

For hike details contact Barbara Wilkins at 672-
6984 or wilkinsbamc@aol.com.    
Election Results

Aside from a new president, 8 new senators, and 
50 new representatives, voters across the country 
approved ballot measures providing more than 
$8.4 billion in new funding for conservation de-
spite tough economic times.

Granite State Credit Union
AMHERST l CANDIA l CONCORD l MANCHESTER l NASHUA l SEABROOK

• We are New Hampshire!

Serving New Hampshire Residents, Employees and Small Businesses.

Don’t miss out on the chance to take advantage of record low home prices and great 

interest rates. Granite State Credit Union offers a variety of mortgage products for 

first time home buyers, including low down payment and 40-year programs. Come 

to us for pre-approval before you shop! Our experienced, friendly mortgage staff 

will walk you through the process every step of the way.

Call our mortgage department directly at 800-645-4728, extension 3811, or go to 

gscu.org/branch to find a branch near you.

800-645-GSCU • gscu.org

*Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is based on a loan amount of $100,000 with 20% down. For example, a 6.519% APR is based upon 
a $100,000 loan with a 40-year term and 3 points, at a simple rate of 6.250% and monthly payments of $567.74. Rate accurate as of 
8/28/08 and subject to change. This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.

Why Rent?
It’s a Buyer’s Market!

 Originally from New Jersey, 
Marianne received a B.S. in design 
and worked for ten years as a free-
lance illustrator/designer before re-
turning to painting. Today the pic-
turesque colonial villages and ever 
changing seasons of New England 
serve as inspiration for her “con-
temporary primitive” Americana 
artwork. 

Art by Marianne began in 1981 
as a small cottage business in Am-
herst, New Hampshire. Her “one-
of-a-kind” pieces of Americana art 
are hand-painted and were origi-
nally marketed to a limited audi-
ence primarily through local gift 
shops and small arts & crafts shows. 
Over the years, the popularity of the 
beautiful villages and hamlets as 

well as the wildlife scenes depicted 
in her artwork has grown tremen-
dously. Marianne’s art is now mar-
keted through select galleries and 
gift shops in the United States and 
is found in many private collections 
throughout the United States and 
abroad.

u December Art Exhibit at the Library   continued from page 1

Programming in the Chil-
dren’s Room at the Library

All Day Craft
Gobble, gobble! On Wednesday, No-

vember 26th come make and take home 
a Thanksgiving-themed craft. All ages 
welcome, no registration is required! Just 
drop in anytime to the Children’s Room from 
10-5.
Craft Storytime Sessions

Join us for a three-week craft storytime session! These 
sessions start with a short storytime and end with an age-
appropriate craft.   Children 2 and 3 will meet at 10:30 
on Wednesdays; December 3, 10 and 17.  Kids 4 and up 
will meet at 3:30 on Wednesdays; December 3, 10 and 
17.  Registration is required, as space is limited. You may 
sign up starting November 18 online, or in the Children’s 
Room.
Amy Conley: Mommy and Me Music Time

Monday, December 1 at 11:00 am. Join us in this fun 
musical program geared at children birth-4.  Amy Con-
ley opened Music Together of Milford (NH’s first Music 
Together center) in 1997 and has been a preschool music 
specialist since 1984. She plays guitar, keyboard, accordi-
on and banjo in class and can often be found performing 
family music all around NH and MA at schools, concerts 
and parties. For Amy’s schedule of performances, her re-
cordings for children and other classes she teaches, visit 
AmyConley.com. Registration is required for this class, 
as space in limited.  Please call 673-2288 or register on-
line!

AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY
Amy Lapointe, Library Director
14 Main St., Amherst NH 
Phone 673-2288  Fax 672-6063
email: library@amherst.lib.nh.us
web http://www.amherst.lib.nh.us
Mon-Thu, 9:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Fri & Sat, 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sun, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Open Play Time
Everyone is welcome to join us in 

Open Play Time on Tuesdays, De-
cember 2, 16, 30.  You can drop in 
anytime from 10-12 to the Johnson 
Room.  We will have lots of toys out.  
This is a great way to socialize and 
meet some other families in town!
Saturday Stars: A Talent Show

Play the piano? Dance? Sing?  
Perform Magic?  Can you stand on 

your head?  Perform a skit?  Share 
your talent with Amherst!  On Satur-

day, December 6th at 10:30 will be our 
third annual talent show.  Please keep 

acts under 6 minutes.  You can sign up in 
the Children’s Room, or e-mail Miss Jackie 

at jbiger@amherst.lib.nh.us.  
Writing Support for High School Students at 
the Amherst Town Library

The Amherst Town Library is providing an oppor-
tunity for area high school students to receive writing 
support.  Nancy Baker, a recently retired Souhegan 
High School teacher, is offering one-on-one writing 
conferences at the Amherst Town Library by appoint-
ment. The conferences are opportunities for students 
to get help with classroom writing assignments, col-
lege essays, Junior Research paper, Senior Project, or 
perhaps that dream of a novel.

Students who would like to get some help with writ-
ing can contact Nancy at nbaker@sprise.com to set 
up an appointment. The time (30-45 minutes) may be 
used to brainstorm and create an outline or get feed-
back on a work in progress.  An initial conference is 
very important for any students that Nancy has not 
worked with previously as she needs to build a work-
ing relationship.  For more information, contact the 
Amherst Town Library Reference Librarians at 673-
2288 or library@amherst.lib.nh.us; or email Nancy 
directly at nbaker@sprise.com

Amherst Junior Women’s Club

TURKEY TROT REGISTRATION FORM
Race Day: November 28, 2008

Amherst Village at 11 Church Street

Race Day Registration and Bib # Pick up: 8:00 – 9:30 am
One Mile Fun Run 9:30 am
5K Walk/Run 10:00 am

ENTRY FEE: $15/person; $10/person for family/team by November 15, OR $20/person; $15 per

person for family/team day of race. Entry free is tax deductible. EVENT SPONSORS: Ankle &
Foot Center (Dr. Howard Bonenberger), Coca Cola, Metro Sports, Milford Paint & Wallpaper,

Runner’s Alley, Sportshoe Center, Therapy Designed for You. LLC

NAME(s): SEX (M/F) AGE

_________________________________ _________ ____

_________________________________ _________ ____
_________________________________ _________ ____

_________________________________ _________ ____

CITY/STATE: ____________________

I understand that running is a hazardous activity and I should not enter unless I am medically able or

properly trained to do so. I hereby for myself, heirs, executors and administrator waive and release

any and all rights and claims for damage I may have against the sponsors, coordinating groups and any

individuals associated with the Amherst Junior Women’s Club, the representatives, successors and

assigns, and will hold them harmless for any and all injuries suffered in connection with this event.

SIGNATURES: _________________________________

_________________________________
_________________________________

PARENT/GUARDIAN IF UNDER 18_________________________DATE: ______________

Make checks payable to: Amherst Junior Women’s Club

Mail to: Turkey Trot

P.O. Box 513

Amherst, NH 03031
Questions? Please contact Mary Lou Mullens at AmherstTurkeyTrot@comcast.net

Royal Readers Book Club Exclusively For Mothers and Daughters
AMHERST – Do you read 

to your children?  How about 
reading with your children?  
In this case reading with your 
daughter.

In Amherst, the Royal Read-
ers is a book club for mothers 
and daughters. These girls who 
are now 12 and 13 years old 
started five years ago at the age 
of seven meeting once a month 
to discuss books they had read 
with their mothers.

The books are chosen by the 
girls who are then the discus-
sion leaders.  Their meetings 
are held at their homes and ro-
tate among the girls. 

At a recent meeting, author 
Diane Les Becquets joined the book 
club in the discussion of her recent-
ly released book “Season of Ice.” 

Olivia Durling commented on 
LesBecquets visit: “After speak-
ing to Diane, I had an entirely new 
perspective on the book. Listening 
to why she chose certain elements, 
what she liked and didn’t like about 
the finished book, and how she 
went through the process of the 
publishing really made me start to 
think,” said Olivia.  “Hearing the 
author herself speak about her own 
book showed how much persever-
ance, work and research is put into 
a book.” 

It was interesting to me to see 
how some of her personal experi-

ences were put into the book, yet 
the main character wasn’t supposed 
to be her. I liked listening to what 
she thought a true author needed to 
have in their hearts and how they 
can achieve their dreams of being 
an author. In this particular book it 
was really cool to find that she nev-
er had a decided answer on whether 
or not Genesis’s father was having 
an affair. She left it to the reader to 
choose what they thought accord-
ing to what they learned about his 
personality and traits. I believe it 
showed that if an author can make a 
character be known enough, but of 
course not so that answers are obvi-
ous, the reader can take their know-
eledge of the character and decide 
themselves.

  Another book club mem-
ber, Ellie Arrowsmith  said 
that she thought the meeting 
was a little quiet at first with 
the author there but when they 
got to know each other the dis-
cussion opened up.  

 “I thought that having an au-
thor was actually pretty cool. I 
definitely liked the book better 
and understood it more. I real-
ly wish that we could have ev-
ery author of every book to ev-
ery meeting.”  She continued, “ 
Diane was really cool, and she 
was really good at answering 
our questions,”  said Ellie.

Diane Les Becquets is a pro-
fessor of English at Southern 

New Hampshire University and 
chairs the university’s undergradu-
ate creative writing program.  Her 
latest novel “Season of Ice” read 
by the Royal Readers is told in the 
voice of a daughter whose father 
disappears one November after 
venturing out to repair a dock on 
Moosehead Lake in Maine.  Oth-
er books she has authored include 
“Love, Cajun Style” and “The Stones 
of Mourning Creek.”

Andrea Bard, interim coordinator 
of communications at the School of 
Liberal Arts, Southern New Hamp-
shire University facilitated  the visit 
by Les Becquets.

Members of the Royal Readers Book Club.
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