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Santa Is Coming To Town!!
 The Amherst Area Newcomer’s Club is gearing 

up to host Santa Claus at a special Breakfast on 
December 13 from 9 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Santa 
will be having breakfast at the Amherst Congrega-
tional Church. Tickets can be reserved by calling 
Suzanne Bergeron at 673-1571. 

Christmas in Amherst Village
On Saturday, December 6, six beautifully ap-

pointed historic homes in Amherst will open their 
doors to the public from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
This is the fifth tour that has been sponsored 
by the Congregational Church of Amherst. As all 
proceeds benefit the restoration of the historic 
town meetinghouse. Ticket forms are available at 
www.ccamherst.org/cav 2008.htm or phone 673-
3231.

Holiday Toy Store
The Holiday Toy Store, in its 21st year, is a 

special event in December that gives parents in fi-
nancial need from Milford, Brookline, Mont Vernon 
and Amherst, an opportunity to choose holiday 
gifts for their children, free of charge, from the 
specially set up Holiday Toy Store  Monetary dona-
tions are greatly appreciated by December 10th, 
with checks made out to Holiday Toy Store and 
mailed to PO Box 6, Amherst, NH 03031.  For in-
formation, contact Beth Kimberly at 424-1333.    

Amherst Lions Club Fair 
On Saturday, December 6th, the Lions Club will 

host their 28h Craft Fair from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Amherst Middle School on Cross Road in Am-
herst. All proceeds from the raffle will be donated 
to the Juvenile Diabetes Foundation. For further 
information call Dick Russell at 672-3614.

21st Annual Messiah Sing!
MONT VERNON--For the 21st year, as many 

as 85 people from 16 communities are prepar-
ing to sing selections from Handel’s Messiah on 
the first weekend of December. There will be two 
performances: Saturday, December 6 at 7 p.m., 
and Sunday, December 7 at 4 p.m., at the Mont 
Vernon Congregational Church at the top of Route 
13 on South Main Street, Mont Vernon. For more 
information, call 673-3510.

Amherst Town Band Holiday 
Concert, December 14, 1 p.m.

The Amherst Town Band will perform its annual 
concert of Christmas holiday music on Sunday, 
December14 at 1 p.m. at the Congregational 
Church on the town common in Amherst.  The 
concert also features selections by the Souhegan 
High School accapella singers.

Amherst Tree Lighting Festival 
Sunday, December 14 
Full schedule of events on page 10

Wilkins School:  Spaghetti Supper by Souhe-
gan Congregational Church: Tickets sold at door, 
$6.00 per adult and $5.00 per child 12 and un-
der. Proceeds to SHARE.

Souhegan High School Theatre:  Winter Con-
cert “The Merriest Time of the Year”, by the 
Souhegan Valley Chorus, Tickets: $10 for students 
and seniors, $15 for adults, purchased at Toad-
stool Bookshop in Milford, (cash or check), at the 
door; or by calling 672-0025.

A 19th Century Christmas in 
Amherst

Please join the Historical Society of Amherst 
for a special Christmas Program featuring Richard 
Hart telling “A 19th Century Christmas in Amherst: 
Two Amherst children celebrate Christmas in 
1850. This story describes life in Amherst in the 
mid-19th century and how Christmas then was 
different from today.  

Town Hall at 3pm on Sunday December 14th, 
2008 on the day of the Amherst Tree Lighting.”

The
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Arts
Amherst artist, Joyce Kingman 
is featured at an artist’s  
reception, December 5, 5-7 p.m. 
at The Frame Depot in Milford.
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Letters
A heart-felt tribute to Creeley 
“Buck” Buchanan, who recently 
passed away at age 91, for all the 
contributions he made to Amherst.
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T        he holiday season got off 
to a great start as cemetery 
trustee Marie Grella ful-
filled a long held aspiration 

of hers to decorate each veteran’s 
gravesite in Amherst with a holiday 
wreath.

This year it was made possible 
by Walmart which donated 300 
wreaths to the cause and Grenon 
Trading Company in Bedford which 
donated red ribbon for the bows.  
Marie provided the labor to make 
the bows and an army of volun-
teers that included veterans and 

their families along with students 
and friends, spread out over town 
placing wreaths on veteran’s graves.  
Town Hall Cemetery, Meadowview 
Cemetery, Chestnut Hill Ceme-
tery, Cricket Corner Cemetery and 
St. Patrick Cemetery, all received 
wreaths as well as the Civil War 
Common in the village.  

It took most of the long weekend 
to complete the task, starting on 
Friday morning in the rain and fin-
ishing on Sunday.  Let’s hope this is 
the start of a new tradition of giving 
thanks on Thanksgiving weekend.

Marie Grella at home with three hundred wreaths on display in her back yard.

Maggie Paul and Marie Grella

Chris Paul lays a wreath at  
Meadowview Cemetery

Wreath resting on headstone in 
cemetery behind Town Hall

Fumito Nunoya In Concert at The Amherst Town Library
AMHERST - Please come 

join us in 2009 at the Am-
herst Town Library for our 
very popular Sundays at 4 
Music Series featuring a 
wonderful variety of perfor-
mances to warm the chill 
of cooler days.  Mark your 
calendars to take a Sunday 
afternoon break from 4PM-
5PM, gather with 
friends in the Main 
Reading Room of 
the library, relax and 
enjoy the concert, let 
cares melt away, and 
maybe even follow 
with a dinner out af-
ter the performance.  
Plan on starting 
the New Year off by 
coming to our first 
offering of the series, 
“Fumito Nunoya in 
Concert,” on Sunday, 
January 11, 2009 at 
4PM at the Amherst 
Town Library. 

This year our Sun-
days at 4 Music Se-
ries is going around 
the world in music.  
Fumito Nunoya, re-
nowned marimbist, 
born in Akita, Ja-
pan, and winner of 
top prizes in many 
national and inter-
national music com-
petitions, starts our 
series with a solo 

marimba performance not 
to be missed.  His reper-
toire includes American 
tunes (like Moon River) as 
well as classical pieces by J. 
S. Bach and contemporary 
pieces written for marim-
ba.  Acclaimed by the Bos-
ton Herald as “agile and ter-
rifically talented,” and by 

the Houston Chronicle as 
“magnetic… impressive,” 
Mr. Nunoya has presented 
recitals with this beautiful 
percussive instrument at 
the Boston Conservatory, 
A Palazzo Magnani in It-
aly, the Conservatoire Su-
perieur de Paris in France, 
and many locations in Ja-

pan including the 
Okayama Sympho-
ny Hall.  An active 
chamber musician, 
Mr. Nunoya has 
collaborated with 
woodwinds, strings, 
singers and percus-
sionists. 

Mr. Nunoya be-
gan playing the pia-
no at age seven and 
the marimba and 
percussion at age 
seventeen. He grad-
uated from Yamaga-
ta University with 
a music education 
degree in 2001 and 
received a master’s 
degree in marimba 
performance at The 
Boston Conservato-
ry (TBC) where he 
studied with Nan-
cy Zeltsman. Mr. 
Nunoya received 
a full scholarship 
with an award from 
the president of 
TBC and contin-

ued his studies in its dis-
tinguished Artist Diploma 
program, and graduated in 
2006. He is the first marim-
ba (or percussion) major in 
the school’s history to re-
ceive this distinction.

He has also studied with 
Patrick Hollenbeck, a mem-
ber of the Boston Pops Espla-
nade Orchestra; Tomoyu-
ki Okada, timpanist and 
percussionist in the NHK 
Symphony Orchestra in Ja-
pan; and Nanae Mimura, a 
world-renowned marimba 
performer and alumnus of 
The Boston Conservatory.

 So excited you want to 
sign up for the whole series?  
Just contact us and mark 
your calendars for Febru-
ary 8 with Judy Handler and 
Matt Levesque in Concert; 
March 22 with Matt and 
Shannon Heaton in Con-
cert; and, April 19 with The 
Laszlo Gardony Jazz Trio.  
All events are free and open 
to the public.  To register 
for any of these programs, 
please call the Amherst 
Town Library at 673-2288, 
email library@amherst.lib.
nh.us , or visit the Library’s 
web site at http://www.am-
herst.lib.nh.us and click on 
the calendar icon, labeled 
“Calendar of Events” on the 
homepage.

NH Secondary PE 
Teacher of the Year

AMHERST - New 
Hampshire Association for 
Health, Physical Education, 
Recreation and Dance has 
awarded Souhegan’s Lisa 
Kent with the Secondary 
School Physical Education/
Wellness Teacher of the 
Year.  This award is intend-
ed to honor a high school 
physical education teacher 
who has brought expertise 
and, therefore, credibility 
to the field through exem-
plary teaching at this lev-
el.  The award 
was presented 
by NHAHPERD 
President Chris 
Morrill at the 
annual confer-
ence in Water-
ville Valley on 
November 20th. 

Lisa was spe-
cifically cited for 
her work with 
the Physical Best 
Program and her 
research on an 
exercise based 
curriculum. Ad-
ditionally, she 
was recognized 
for her contribu-
tions in physical 
activities outside 
of the classroom 

including speed club and 
youth dance team. Lisa also 
supports students in Stu-
dents Against Destructive 
Decisions and is a coach of 
the Souhegan soccer and la-
crosse programs.

Lisa has presented her 
work both regionally and 
nationally and will now be a 
contender for Regional Sec-
ondary School Teacher of 
the Year at the conference 
held in February in Penn-
sylvania. 

DRA Sets Tax Rate
Amherst Town Administrator Gary MacGuire 

announced that the Amherst tax rate set by Depart-
ment of Revenue Administration was $20.06: town 
rate $3.04, local school rate $13.82, state school rate 
$2.18 and county rate $1.02. The rate is an increase 
of $0.59 (3%) over last year.

Last year the rate was $19.47: town rate $2.97, lo-
cal school rate $13.28, state school rate $2.22 and 
county rate $1.00. 

Amherst Lions Club

Amherst Student Wins 
Peace Poster Contest

AMHERST – The Am-
herst Lions Club is pleased 
to announce that Miss 
Rosewillow Hegfield, an 11 
years old sixth grade stu-
dent at the Amherst Mid-
dle School is the winner 
of the Club’s Peace Poster 
Contest. Her poster, Peace 
Within, has been entered in 
the competition at the Lions 
District level.

Each year, Lions clubs 
around the world proudly 
sponsor the Lions Interna-
tional Peace Poster Con-

test in local schools and 
youth groups. This Contest 
encourages young people 
worldwide to artistically ex-
press their visions of peace. 
The theme of the interna-
tional Peace Poster Contest 
is “The Power of Peace.”

The Amherst Lions Club 
is grateful to Mr. Ron Reid, 
a dedicated Art Teacher 
who encouraged students to 
participate in the program. 
There were many outstand-
ing entries. 

Rosewillow Hegfield holds up her entry entiled, “ Peace 
Within”.

Wreaths for Veterans

Fumito Nunoya in Concert, January 11.

Lisa Kent
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Sabers Win
Souhegan High School football 
team takes home the Milk Jug 
Trophy with a 28-21 victory over 
Merrimack, Thanksgiving Day.

BILL DOD PHOTO


