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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 672-9444
	 FAX:		 672-8153
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com
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Watch future issues for schedule updates.
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Published 22 times a year on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each Month, 
on the last Tuesday July and August, and the 1st and 3rd Tuesday 
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The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst
 ❑	 Amherst Town Library
	 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst
	 ❑ Vic’s Brunch Place, Amherst
 ❑ General Store, Mont Vernon
	 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford
	 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford
 ❑ Silva Mart, Milford
 ❑ Stop & Shop, Milford
 ❑ Harvest Market, Bedford
	 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis
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Roads, Again
To the editor:

Road Funding Analysis Committee.  A pretty innocuous sounding title, 
but what does it mean?  It means a group of citizens were appointed by our 
Board of Selectmen to figure out what is wrong with the roads and how 
much it will cost to fix and maintain them.  I believe they have done a great 
job with a difficult subject.  My hat goes off to them.  I have but two ques-
tions.

Why didn’t our Board of Selectmen do something about this years ago?  
As was pointed out by the Committee, the roads didn’t get this way over-
night.  So where were our Selectmen when all this deterioration occurred?  
Where did the money go that was appropriated for road maintenance over 
the last ten to twelve years?  As one Selectmen explained, “We spent it on 
Town Hall renovations.”

The Road Surface Management System estimates that Amherst will need 
to spend $1,000,000 or more each year just to maintain our roads.  How will 
we, the citizens of Amherst, insure that money appropriated for road main-
tenance be used only for that purpose?  As we have been told repeatedly, our 
Board of Selectmen has the full authority under the law to spend the money 
in the budget any way they see fit.  They have exercised that authority in 
the recent past against the wishes of the voters.  I specifically asked three 
Selectmen, a member of Ways & Means and members of the Road Fund-
ing Analysis Committee what was to prevent our Board of Selectmen from 
spending this money on other projects.  Their answer?  “You’ll just have to 
trust the Board.”  Really?

I propose three steps that I believe need to be taken to insure these funds 
are spent where they are budgeted.
1. An oversight committee whose task it is to audit the maintenance budget 
for appropriateness of expenditures
2. Our Board of Selectmen publicly commit to explaining each working 
budget transfer in terms of which account the money is coming from and 
which account it is going to.
3. The Town’s accounts be posted on the website on a monthly basis for all 
to see.

I am sure you will hear our Board of Selectmen say things like, “this is im-
possible, would cost too much, is not workable, rubbish, nonsense!”  I would 
only point the citizens of Amherst across the green to the Brick School and 
the Amherst School District where this is already being done.  Trust………
but verify.

	 	 	 	 	 Tedd	Landon
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst

Our Gratitude To Buck For A Job 
Well Done
To the editor:

 Many will reflect on the hundreds of contributions that Buck Buchanan 
made to the town of Amherst.  I write to share a facet of his legendary life of 
service.  Saturday, July 4, 2009 will feature our 40th Independence Day Pa-
rade in the town of Amherst.  It will be the first parade that the town won’t 
have Buck Buchanan as a part of it.  From the first parade on July 4, 1970, 
until he retired in 1993, Buck was the official Parade Marshal, lending an 
air of formality and dignity to our town’s contribution  to the national cele-
bration.  On July 4, 1993, Board of Selectmen Chair Bill Overholt presented 
a Thank You gift from the Board to Buck for his 24 years of service, and the 
July 4th Committee gifted him with a plaque of appreciation.

 Who could possibly replace Buck as Marshal?  No one...Buck was named 
Parade Marshal Emeritus.  It was decided for the 1994 and subsequent pa-
rades,  to revolve the position as honorary, by inviting the previous year’s 
Citizen Of The Year Award winner to serve as Honorary Parade Marshal. It 
was fun to see Buck surprised to be serving as Parade Marshal once again, 
in 1996, because he had won the award in 1995!

 Buck continued to participate,  marched and then later rode, in the pa-
rade as an official dignitary, with all the other C.O.T.Y.A. winners, for the 
past 15 years.  He was always there, a part of the town who surely would be 
a permanent fixture...never to leave.  Sadly, he did have to leave, he is gone, 
to a place where I imagine he sits in honor with the others who endeavored 
to make Amherst the wonderful community that it is.

 The town can thank Buck and his wife Roz, Dottie and Bill Johnson, G. 
Winthrop and Phyllis Brown, Orson Bragdon and  the Amherst Women’s 
Republican Club who created the July 4th celebration in 1970, and raised 
all the funds for it. The celebration, flourishes to this day, thanks to their 
creativity and effort in laying the ground work for its success.

 Buck was a dedicated leader and an integral part of anything and every-
thing that was good for Amherst.  Truly, he has left the town a better place 
for his being here.  Buck has departed leaving a rich legacy for all, his exam-
ple of what it means to be a good steward and community provider of one’s 
gifts and talents, enriching the world around him, for us.

 Our gratitude to Buck for a job well done, and to his family for sharing 
him with us all. We shall miss him.

 
	 	 	 	 	 Peter	and	Ann	Bergin
	 	 	 	 	 	Amherst

Amherst Recycling Task Force
The Task Force meets the third Thursday of each month at 7:00pm 

at the Office of DPW – residents are welcome

	 Traffic	Pattern	Stage	1	starting	Tuesday	December	2,	2008 will be in 
effect beginning with the opening of the new trash disposal area where it 
says Trash Packers in the diagram below. The arrows indicate traffic flow 
up and down the hill. Note that traffic flow is two-way British style, to avoid 
crossing traffic. Drive up the hill staying to your left to drop off recyclables 
at the top of the hill. After dropping off recyclables, drive around the circle 
at the top of the hill clockwise staying to your left again as you come down 
the hill. At the bottom of the hill, take a sharp left turn into the trash dis-
posal area and find a parking place. Carry your trash bags and other items 
to be disposed of to the Trash Packers, then exit using the new driveway. 
Traffic flow signs and personnel will help direct you during this temporary 
traffic flow pattern. This temporary traffic flow pattern will be in effect 
until the new recycling area is completed. Once completed, traffic flow will 
follow Traffic Pattern Stage 2 starting about mid-December (see the 2nd 
diagram below). Note that after you discard your trash, you will exit using 
the new exit onto Rt. 101 as the arrows indicate.

Traffic Pattern
Stage I

	 Traffic	Pattern	Stage	2	starting	about	mid-December	2008 (see the 
diagram below) will be in effect once the new recycling area is complete 
and open for recycling. All recycling and trash disposal will happen in this 
one area. There will be plenty of parking places. Note that you will have to 
carry your recyclable containers and trash bags to the designated areas 
for recycling and trash disposal. Remember the more you recycle, the less 
trash you will need to dispose of. Personnel will be available to assist and 
direct you should you need assistance.

Traffic Pattern
Stage 2

Amherst Recycling Center
Hours:
Tuesday:      8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Thursday:     8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday:          7 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Saturday:     7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Fee Structure
Propane Tanks (all sizes)   $3.00
Anything holding Freon   $10.00
(Doors must be removed from refrigerators)

Video Display devices includes televisions, computer displays
(CRT), liquid crystal displays and plasma screens larger than 4
inches diagonal   $5.00

 

Tires
Fees paid at the scale house, tires stored on the hill
15”or less   $2.50
16” or larger  $10.00

 

Fluorescent LightBulbs 
(See attendant)

 

Chargeable items across the scale
Demolition  $0.10 per pound
Minimum charge  $2.00
Wood chips and logs @6”+   $0.10 per pound 
Purchase of composted loam   $10.00 per ton
Minimum charge   $2.00

Recyclable Items on the “Hill”
• Aluminum beverage cans (please no dog or cat food, no aluminum 
foil)
• Corrugated cardboard (flattened, clean, dry, unwaxed), brown paper 
bags. No pizza boxes!
• Newsprint and inserts. Catalogs, hardbound, paperbacks, phone 
books ALL WITHOUT COVERS.
• Comingles - steel cans, plastic food, drink and detergent contain-
ers (#1-7), milk and juice containers (plastic and coated cardboard). 
No ceramics, motor oil containers.
• Glass (all colors) bottles and jars. No window glass, light bulbs.

Sofa Beds
Please remove the metal bed frame from sofa prior to arrival.

Textile
Clothing, shoes, sheets, curtains, stuffed animals, towels, & leather 
goods. - Clean and dry PLEASE, NO soiled materials, rugs, pillows, 
socks, or underwear.

Yard Waste
• Leaves and grass clippings are stockpiled beyond the scale house. 
Employees turn the compost pile and once per year the material is 
shredded to make composted loam. To recover the cost of process-
ing, composted loam is made available for $10/ton ($2.00 minimum 
charge).
• Brush and logs are stockpiled on the upper level to the right. Logs 
6 inches and over must go across the scale with an assessment of 
$0.10 per pound. Mixed loads are figured at the discretion of the 
weigh master. Once per year, logs and brush are chipped/shredded 
and marketed. Please, clean unpainted, untreated, non- stained, 
wood only.
• Do Not dispose of yard waste in your trash: it will pollute a load & 
cause it to be rejected creating additional and unnecessary costs!

Waste Oil
Is collected in a self-contained trailer on the hill in the middle of the 
circular driveway. Used motor oil, fifty weight and below, is trans-
ported by town employees and used to heat the Public Works garage.

Antifreeze
We now have a 275 gallon drum with secondary containment to col-
lect antifreeze located near the waste oil trailer.

Appliances and Scrap Metals
At the top of the hill, scrap aluminum, brass, copper, steel, cast iron, 
light metals, appliances (free of fluids and residue), metal frames 
from sofa beds.

Automotive Batteries
• At the top of the hill in the small shed created for that purpose.

Still Good Shed
• Games, household items, toys, sporting goods, and manageable 
furniture (see attendant first). The volume of items deposited often 
gets out of hand and after a period of time the building is cleared.

Book Swap
• Book swap room is located in the red building on the left

ACCEPTABLE Mixed Paper Recycling Junk Mail Envelopes (even those 
with windows) Cereal Boxes, Shoe Boxes, etc. (aka chipboard) Com-
puter Paper Paper Egg Cartons (styrofoam type goes in trash) Manila 
Envelopes, Office Paper, Posters, School Paper (e.g., ruled, construc-
tion) Soft Cover Books, Telephone Books, White or Colored Paper, 
Hard Cover Books (with covers removed)

New Traffic Patterns at Amherst Landfill

Diagrams were scanned from a handout given to residents at the landfill on 
Saturday, November 29. The Amherst Citizen not responsible for accuracy.

Helpful Amherst Telephone Numbers

Amherst Emergency Numbers
Police, Fire and Emergency Medical Service (EMS) – 911

Non- Emergency 
Police Department –   673-4900
 Chief Peter Lyon
Animal Control Officer
Fire Department -   673-1545
 Chief John DeSilva
Rescue Squad 
 Director Brian Gleason

NH State Police  1-800-525-5555
Town Hall   673-6041
Town Administrator  ext. 210 
Tax Collector         ext. 201
Assessor    ext. 202
Town Clerk      ext. 203
Planning Board    ext. 206
Building Inspector   ext.206
Board of Health     ext. 206
Selectmen   ext. 210
Recreation       673-6248
 Director Nancy MacMillan

Library 673-2288

Department of Public Works     673-2317
 Director Bruce Berry

Souhegan Regional Landfill     673-5469

Schools
Amherst Middle School   673-8944
  Principal, Porter Dodge –   ext. 7102
  Assistant Principal, Deborah Martel
Wilkins School   673-4411
  Principal, Gerry St. Amand –  ext. 202
Clark School   673-2343
  Assistant Principal, Brenda Martucci – ext. 108
Souhegan High School  673-9940
  Principal, Scott Prescott –  ext. 304

SAU #39   673-2690
Superintendent  Mary Athey Jennings, Ph.D.
Mary Ann  -    x101
Betty Shankel -     x103

Hospitals
Southern NH Medical Center 577-2000
St. Josephs Hospital  882-3000
Catholic Medical Center  668-3545
Elliot Hospital   669-5300
NH Poison Control Center  1-800-562-8236


