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Town News

It’s About Conservation

Islands and Carriage Roads
By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

Two expressions of the conservation ethic by 
two philanthropists on two islands – one in the 
traditional surrounded-by-water sense and one a 
biosphere left by a retreating ice sheet.  The result, 
two gifts, protected by easements, private owners, 
volunteers and the National Park Service.

In Acadia on Mount Desert Island, John D. Rock-
efeller with Frederick Law Ohlmstead laid out and 
constructed miles of carriage roads through a rug-
ged coastal setting.  These, today, provide excellent 
hiking as part of the 100-mile system on MDI.  Bik-
ing and skiing opportunities also abound amidst 
the geologically complex island mountains.  Today 
MDI is home or breeding space for 132 bird spe-
cies and 200 plant species.

Twelve-hundred miles to the south lie the Blue 
Ridge Mountains where philanthropists and ap-
preciators of Nature’s special qualities purchased 
and protected thousands of acres that continue to 
be protected for all to enjoy.  In the 1890s, Moses 
Cone, whose textile mills earned him the title of 
the “Denim King”, purchased 3,516 acres of ridge 
and mountainside land near Boone, NC where he 
laid out 25 miles of carriage roads that today are 
maintained by the National Park Service for pas-
sive recreation.  

Cone nurtured the land with plantings of 32,000 
apple trees and extensive use of white pine, sug-
ar maples from New England and hemlock which 
flourished at the higher elevation.  Rhododendron, 
planted along the roads, now stand 25 feet tall on 
6-inch diameter trunks. 

Nearby, is the privately-owned Grandfather 
Mountain Reservation, a biological island ris-
ing above the surrounding ridges.  Purchased in 
1885 by MIT graduate Hugh MacCrae, the3,300-

acre  reservation has 
remained in private 
ownership since then.  
An easement held by The Nature Conservancy 
protects 2,700 acres of the reservation which in-
cludes the 5,946-foot high Grandfather Moun-
tain.  So unique is the variety of plants and ani-
mals found on the reservation that it is one of 531 
United Nations Biosphere sites in the world – a list 
that includes places like Mt. Olympus in Greece, 
the African Serengitti and El Eden in the Yucatan.  
Grandfather supports 75 rare and endangered spe-
cies, including 32 that are globally rare.

We would all be poorer if it were not for these 
generous people and those who have caringly fol-
lowed.  I grant that the protected land in Amherst 
bears few resemblances to the lands visited above.  
Nevertheless, the local reservations, cared for by 
the ACC, should not be looked down upon.   About 
town, 2,000 acres with 21 miles of trails are man-
aged for wildlife and people.  Someday we will 
have a systematized inventory of the plants, ani-
mals and birds that we humankind share the spac-
es with.  I’m sure it will be a surprising list.  And it 
should be mentioned, that although not accessible 
for human enjoyment, the square mile of Amherst 
managed by the Air Force is a great resource for 
wildlife.  Someday we may obtain agreements for 
hikers and skiers to enjoy the trails there also.

Please consider a year-end gift to one or more of 
the organizations that work so hard to protect and 
maintain natural spaces and clean water for us all: 
the Amherst land Trust, the Society For The Pro-
tection of NH Forests, The Nature Conservancy, 
the Audubon Society of NH and many more na-
tional organizations. 

Programming in the Chil-
dren’s Room at the Library

Craft Storytime Sessions
Join us for a three-week craft story-

time session! These sessions start with a 
short storytime and end with an age-ap-
propriate craft.   Children 2 and 3 will meet 
at 10:30 on Wednesdays; December 3, 10 and 
17.  Kids 4 and up will meet at 3:30 on Wednes-
days; December 3, 10 and 17.  Registration is required, as 
space is limited. You may sign up starting November 18 
online, or in the Children’s Room.
Open Play Time

Everyone is welcome to join us in Open Play Time on 
Tuesdays, December 2, 16, 30.  You can drop in anytime 
from 10-12 to the Johnson Room.  We will have lots of 
toys out.  This is a great way to socialize and meet some 
other families in town!
Saturday Stars: A Talent Show

Play the piano? Dance? Sing?  Perform Magic?  Can 
you stand on your head?  Perform a skit?  Share your tal-
ent with Amherst!  On Saturday, December 6th at 10:30 
will be our third annual talent show.  Please keep acts un-
der 6 minutes.  You can sign up in the Children’s Room, 
or e-mail Miss Jackie at jbiger@amherst.lib.nh.us.  

AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY
Amy Lapointe, Library Director
14 Main St., Amherst NH 
Phone 673-2288  Fax 672-6063
email: library@amherst.lib.nh.us
web http://www.amherst.lib.nh.us
Mon-Thu, 9:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Fri & Sat, 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sun, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Writing Support for High 
School Students at the Am-
herst Town Library

The Amherst Town Library is 
providing an opportunity for area 

high school students to receive writ-
ing support.  Nancy Baker, a recently 

retired Souhegan High School teacher, 
is offering one-on-one writing conferences 

at the Amherst Town Library by appointment. 
The conferences are opportunities for students to get 
help with classroom writing assignments, college es-
says, Junior Research paper, Senior Project, or perhaps 
that dream of a novel.

Students who would like to get some help with writ-
ing can contact Nancy at nbaker@sprise.com to set 
up an appointment. The time (30-45 minutes) may be 
used to brainstorm and create an outline or get feed-
back on a work in progress.  An initial conference is 
very important for any students that Nancy has not 
worked with previously as she needs to build a work-
ing relationship.  For more information, contact the 
Amherst Town Library Reference Librarians at 673-
2288 or library@amherst.lib.nh.us; or email Nancy 
directly at nbaker@sprise.com

Royal Readers Book Club Exclusively For Mothers and Daughters
AMHERST – Do you read to your 

children?  How about reading with 
your children?  In this case reading 
with your daughter.

In Amherst, the Royal Readers is 
a book club for mothers and daugh-
ters. These girls who are now 12 and 
13 years old started five years ago 
at the age of seven meeting once a 
month to discuss books they had 
read with their mothers.

The books are chosen by the girls 
who are then the discussion lead-
ers.  Their meetings are held at their 
homes and rotate among the girls. 

At a recent meeting, author Di-
ane Les Becquets joined the book 
club in the discussion of her recent-
ly released book “Season of Ice.” 

Olivia Durling commented on 
LesBecquets visit: “After speak-
ing to Diane, I had an entirely new 
perspective on the book. Listening 
to why she chose certain elements, 
what she liked and didn’t like about 
the finished book, and how she 
went through the process of the 
publishing really made me start to 
think,” said Olivia.  “Hearing the 
author herself speak about her own 

book showed how much persever-
ance, work and research is put into 
a book.” 

It was interesting to me to see 
how some of her personal experi-
ences were put into the book, yet 
the main character wasn’t supposed 
to be her. I liked listening to what 
she thought a true author needed to 
have in their hearts and how they 
can achieve their dreams of being 
an author. In this particular book it 
was really cool to find that she nev-
er had a decided answer on whether 
or not Genesis’s father was having 
an affair. She left it to the reader to 
choose what they thought accord-
ing to what they learned about his 
personality and traits. I believe it 
showed that if an author can make a 
character be known enough, but of 
course not so that answers are obvi-
ous, the reader can take their know-
eledge of the character and decide 
themselves.

  Another book club member, Ellie 
Arrowsmith  said that she thought 
the meeting was a little quiet at first 
with the author there but when they 
got to know each other the discus-

sion opened up.  
 “I thought that having an author 

was actually pretty cool. I definite-
ly liked the book better and under-
stood it more. I really wish that we 
could have every author of every 
book to every meeting.”  She con-
tinued, “ Diane was really cool, and 
she was really good at answering 
our questions,”  said Ellie.

Diane Les Becquets is a profes-
sor of English at Southern New 
Hampshire University and chairs 
the university’s undergraduate cre-
ative writing program.  Her latest 
novel “Season of Ice” read by the 
Royal Readers is told in the voice of 
a daughter whose father disappears 
one November after venturing out 
to repair a dock on Moosehead 
Lake in Maine.  Other books she 
has authored include “Love, Cajun 
Style” and “The Stones of Mourning 
Creek.”

Andrea Bard, interim coordinator 
of communications at the School of 
Liberal Arts, Southern New Hamp-
shire University facilitated  the visit 
by Les Becquets.

December Art Exhibit at the Amherst Town Library
Marianne Stillwagon will 

show her contemporary prim-
itive paintings at the library 
during the month of Decem-
ber. The public is invited to 
her artist reception on Sun-
day, December 7th at the li-
brary from 2:00 - 4:00 pm.

Her original designs are 
hand-painted on a wide vari-
ety of ornaments, wooden and 
ceramic pieces and several of 
her paintings have been pro-
duced in limited edition lith-
ographs. Marianne says, “In 
today’s world it is difficult to 
find things that are still made 
by hand. It is not difficult, on the other hand, to recog-
nize and appreciate them.” 

 Originally from New Jersey, Marianne received a 
B.S. in design and worked for ten years as a freelance 
illustrator/designer before returning to painting. To-

day the picturesque colonial vil-
lages and ever changing seasons 
of New England serve as inspi-
ration for her “contemporary 
primitive” Americana artwork. 

Art by Marianne began in 
1981 as a small cottage business 
in Amherst, New Hampshire. 
Her “one-of-a-kind” pieces of 
Americana art are hand-paint-
ed and were originally marketed 
to a limited audience primar-
ily through local gift shops and 
small arts & crafts shows. Over 
the years, the popularity of the 
beautiful villages and hamlets 
as well as the wildlife scenes de-

picted in her artwork has grown tremendously. Mari-
anne’s art is now marketed through select galleries and 
gift shops in the United States and is found in many 
private collections throughout the United States and 
abroad.
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FREE
After $70 mail-in rebate that comes as a 
Visa® Debit Card. Requires new 2-yr. agmt. 
plus $39.95 voice plan and Smartphone 
Plan purchases. $30 act. fee may apply.

$9995
After $50 mail-in rebate that comes as 
a Visa Debit Card. New 2-yr. agmt. and 
Premium Mobile Internet Plan required. 
$30 act. fee may apply.

’tis the season  connecting.

1¢
New 2-yr. agmt. required. 
$30 act. fee may apply.

$

BELMONT Belknap Mall • 96 Daniel Webster Highway ........ 603-528-0733
CONCORD Steeplegate Mall • Next to Food Court................ 603-228-6522
MILFORD Lordens Plaza ............................................................603-672-3733
PETERBOROUGH Brady’s Plaza • Rte. 202 North................... 603-924-1632

Granite State Credit Union

AMHERST l CANDIA l CONCORD l MANCHESTER l NASHUA l SEABROOK

• We are New Hampshire!

Serving New Hampshire Residents, Employees and Small Businesses.

Looking for ways to cut costs and reduce expenses? Take advantage of our great rates and 

refinance your mortgage to lower your monthly payments. Granite State Credit Union offers 

a variety of fixed and adjustable rate mortgage products. Choose the program that suits your 

needs and take advantage of our low mortgage rates to reduce your monthly expenses.

Contact our mortgage department directly at 800-645-4728, extension 3811, or go to our 

website at www.gscu.org/mortgages for more information.

800-645-GSCU • gscu.org

Lower Your 
Mortgage Payments!


