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Broadway Babylon:  Souhegan Show Fri., Sat. Nov. 21, 22

Paige Craven

Patrick O’Mara Aimee Clement

Abby Darin, Sophie Gagnon Ryan Fay, Meghan GuilfoyleChris Wetmore Joey Abis

Joey Abis, Colleen Graham

Schools
Souhegan High Film Seminar presents:

Classic Film Series  
(All films begin at 7:30pm Admission Free)

December-- Friday, 12/19   It’s a Wonderful Life
January-- Friday, 1/23        Rear Window
February-- Friday, 2/6       The Deer Hunter
March-- Friday, 3/13           The Sound of Music
April-- Friday, 4/10             Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid
May-- Friday, 5/29             Raging Bull

Going Public

Best Practices
One of the skills we are focusing on in our current literacy ini-

tiative is that of helping students evaluate sources of information. 
Physics teacher Nathan Carle asks his students to read an article 
which uses statistics to support its claim that the Statue of Liberty 
is melting due to global warming. Some of his students believe this 
bogus claim because the data supporting this notion looks authen-
tic; it is only during discussion that some of the more gullible stu-
dents in the class finally see that the data in the article is seriously 
flawed. Nathan uses this article as an introduction to a unit that 
helps students question, research, and evaluate articles on safe and 
hazardous applications of electromagnetic radiation.

Nathan’s project sheet discusses research on potential health is-
sues regarding cell phones, microwaves, tanning booths, sun expo-
sure, medical applications, protective necklaces, sitting too close 
to a computer screen or television, etc. Students have some general 
awareness of these topics, and some have strong opinions prior to 
doing their own research. This assignment requires students to re-
search five sources, pose a strong argument as to the safety or dan-
ger of their selected topic, and demonstrate their understanding 
of the opposite point of view. Working in small groups, students 
present their findings to their peers, and are assessed as Skilled 
Information Processors, Effective Communicators, and Collabora-
tive Workers.

Nathan recently brought his project sheet for this assignment to 
his Critical Friends Group (CFG), Souhegan’s monthly profession-
al development meeting. He expressed some dissatisfaction with 
the products students created. Members of his CFG, who represent 
several different academic disciplines, spent one hour helping Na-
than to “tune” his plan, following a specific protocol. Participants 
responded to Nathan’s request to focus on whether the tasks as-
signed helped students to evaluate sources effectively. The Tuning 
Protocol is aimed at improving student learning through instruc-
tional practices. The subsequent discussion yielded both “warm” 
feedback on the strength of the work, and “cool” feedback on tasks 
not aligned with Nathan’s over-arching goal for the work. During 
the debrief, Nathan reflected on the strength of being able to see 
his work from the different perspectives of his peers. He shared his 
plan to redesign this unit and promised to report back to his CFG 
on the results of his new assignment.

CFGs meet each month when our school has a planned two-
hour delayed opening. While our students enjoy additional time to 
sleep, our staff works together in small groups to discuss and im-
prove our work. We might share an article on an educational issue, 
fine-tune an assignment, examine student work, or dig in to offer 
a resolution to a peer’s professional dilemma. We also share “best 
practices,” highlights or teachable moments from a colleague’s les-
son.  By making our practice public, we invite our colleagues to 
join us in improving student learning. Working across subject ar-
eas and grade levels, we see our colleagues’ work and how it mesh-
es with our own expectations.  I am frequently “wowed” by my 
colleagues’ passion for their subject and their thoughtful attention 
to student learning. This professional development highlights our 
Mission Statement, which states, “Souhegan High School aspires 
to be a community of learners born of respect, trust and courage.”

  
  Peggy Silva is the writing coordinator and literacy     

  coach at Souhegan High School

 Friday and Saturday, November 
21 and 22, the Souhegan Theatre be-
came a crime scene as the audience 
tried to unravel the disappearances  
and murderous mysteries of sever-
al prominent Broadway personali-
ties in the fun filled laugh-a-minute 
whodunit, Broadway Babylon by Pe-
ter DiPietro.  This audience partici-
pation solve-the-crime play featured 
several suspects from the Souhegan 
Theatre program including:  So-
phie Gagnon (Sally Peabody), Ryan 
(Ralph Scumbo), Meghan Guilfoyle 
(Ethel Championn Abbett), Abby 
Darin (Polly Ester), Charlie Smed-

ley (Joey Abis), Lolly Pop (Colleen 
Graham), Dan Dapper (Cameron 
Berger), Francine Dubois (C. Wet-
more),  Dan Gilligan (Casey Miller), 
Aimee Clement, Pat O’Mara (Co-
Hosts), Arne Nizhnikov, Andrew 
Amrein, Munro Kingsly, Alex Fis-
chofer, Paige Brooks, Paige Craven, 
Kim Frischknecht, Harry Granfors, 
McKenzie St. Germain, Alyssa Pe-
terson, Kyle Caldbeck, and Haley 
Brannelly.

Accomplices were Steve Hodg-
man (Director) and Stan St. Onge 
(Technical Director).

BILL DOD PHOTOS

TheToadsTool
Bookshops

Santa 
Saturday!
Sat. dec. 6, 2pm

St. Nick visits to read the delightful 
new holiday story, “Priscilla and 

the Great Santa Search” by 
Nathaniel Hobbie, illustrated by 

Jocelyn Hobbie.  This story time is 
an opportunity to have your child’s 
picture taken with Santa and get a 

Priscilla photo frame to capture the 
moment! (Little, Brown $16.99)

————

amethySt Wyldfyre 
thu., dec. 4, 7 p.m.

The author of “Celestial Voices”
returns to enchant us with the music 

she creates from crystal singing 
bowls. Go to 

amethystwyldfyre.com for more...
————

GeorGe thompSon
Sat., dec. 13, 11-1 p.m.

“The Bhagavad Gita” Local Vedic 
scholar and Sanskritist George 

Thompson signs his new translation 
of the ‘Gita’ that is easily accessible 
to all and a delight for those familiar 

with this classic.
————

d. Quincy Whitney 
Sat., dec. 20, 11-1 p.m.
“The Hidden History of New 

Hampshire” Quincy has ferreted out 
the stories hidden in the cracks and 

crevices of our Granite State.  Moun-
tain man becomes innkeeper.  Bird 

man to the White House. “American 
Inferno”. Old Man. You know them.  

Now know more!
————

Jack polidoro
Sun., dec. 21, 11 a.m.

The good “Dr.” reads his heart-
warming Xmas story, “The

Christmas Chiave”.
————

Mon-Sat 9-9, Sunday 11-5
Lorden Plaza, Milford

673-1734
12 Depot Sq.,  Peterborough, 924-3543
Colony Mill Marketplace, Keene, 352-8815

www.toadbooks.com

Visit our website:
www.toadbooks.com

Can’t make an event? Have a
signed copy set aside for you.

Pastoral Counselor
rev. Jeffrey C. swayze, M.DIV.

Spiritual Based Therapy

Saturday Office Hours
Office: Saint Luke’s Anglican Church

3 Limbo Lane, Amherst, NH ~ 603-986-4977

Life Transitions ~ Grief  & Loss ~ Relationships
Fees charged on a sliding scale
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• Adult and Children Eye Exams 
• Designer Eyewear 
• On-Site Lab

$50 off complete 
pair of glasses

exp.12/31/08

Dr. Julie M. Le
603 Nashua St., 101A
Milford, NH 03031

603.672.0338
iGLASSSTUDIO.COM

Quality • Service • Value

Retail Store • Rte 101A
Lumber Yard • Rte 122

Amherst, NH • 673-3130

Students in the News

Gross graduates Wagner Col-
lege

STATEN ISLAND, N.Y. ¯ Nicho-
las Gross of Amherst was awarded 
a bachelor of science degree  in arts 
administration from Wagner Col-
lege at the institution’s annual com-
mencement exercise last month.

Souhegan Music Department Presents Jazz Night #1

Parent-Child Open House at Pine Hill

Amherst PTA News

Holiday Story 
Time

Take time to celebrate the holi-
days while sipping hot chocolate 
and enjoy listening to teachers and 
community members read holiday 
stories! All families are invited to 
attend the Holiday Story Time on 
Friday, December 5th from 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. in the Clark School Mul-
tipurpose Room. Pajamas and blan-
kets are encouraged!

RSEC Hosts ENTRAIN for Fundraising Event
Local band to hold school-wide educational workshop and evening fundraising concert to benefit 
The RSEC Academy’s science programs.

AMHERST - The RSEC Acad-
emy, an affiliate school of Regional 
Services and Education Center, Inc. 
(RSEC) will be hosting a family con-
cert event with local and nationally 
renowned performing group, EN-
TRAIN on Friday, December 5 at 
7:30 p.m. at the Souhegan Boys & 
Girls Club’s Amato Family Per-
forming Arts Center, 456 Mont 
Vernon Street, Milford. The concert 
will benefit The RSEC Academy’s 
science program and support im-
provements in the school’s science 
laboratory including construction 
of lab space, DNA testing kits and 
other lab equipment. Featured per-
former for the evening concert will 
be RSEC Academy student and per-
cussionist, Nic Paquette of Man-

chester.  Tickets are $15 in advance 
or $18 each for general admission 
seating on a first come, first serve 
basis at the door.

“We are new to fundraising,” says 
Janet Reed, Executive Director for 
The RSEC Academy. “The Entrain 
program offers us the opportunity 
to blend education, music, and the 
bonus of raising funds for our sci-
ence lab. It was a perfect fit. ”

Students will be treated to an 
interactive hands-on educational 
workshop where members of En-
train will discuss and play sections 
of their music using a variety of in-
struments and rhythms. The stu-
dents will also look at how rhythms 
developed throughout American 
history and contributed to today’s 

pop music. Students will also be in-
vited to participate by trying their 
hands at creating these rhythms.

In the evening, Entrain will per-
form a benefit concert at the Amato 
Family Performing Arts Center in 
Milford.  Tickets for the event are 
$15 in advance through the RSEC 
web site at www.RSEC.com/En-
train.htm  or $18 at the door. Funds 
raised from the event will support 
the science department at The RSEC 
Academy. “

The family-friendly concert has 
limited general admission seating 
and $15 advance or $18 door tick-
ets are available on a first come, first 
serve basis. To learn more or for 
ticket information call The RSEC 
Academy 673-6656.

AMHERST – The 7th Annual Jazz Night Concert Se-
ries will begin on Thursday, December 4th at 7:00pm in 
the SHS Theater. This concert will feature high school 
jazz ensembles from Souhegan, Milford and Hollis-
Brookline. The concert will conclude with a perfor-
mance by John Paul’s TRAINWRECK. This group fea-
tures some of the finest musicians in the Boston area to 

include: John Paul on Guitar, Dave Buda on Bass, Steve 
Michaud on Drums and Steve Hunt on Keyboards. This 
group will feature some high energy electric jazz and 
will also include some music arranged for the holiday 
season. Admission at the door is $10 for adults and $7 
for students. For more information, contact Carl Ben-
evides at cbenevides@mac.com. 

WILTON – The Children’s Garden, Pine Hill Wal-
dorf School’s parent and child program, will have an 
open house: Friday, December 12, from 8:30 to 10:30 
am.  We invite parents and children, ages birth to three 
years old, to visit and learn more about our Children’s 
Garden and other early childhood programs.    Meet our 

wonderful teachers and explore the warm and inviting 
environment of a Waldorf early childhood classroom.  
Pine Hill Waldorf School is located on Abbot Hill Road 
in Wilton.  These events are free and no registration is 
needed.  Call Deb at 654-6003 for further information.
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Terra Nova Student Works with Local Vet
PETERBOROuGH – Maya Harrington has wanted 

to be a veterinarian since studying vet surgery in fifth 
grade.  A student at the Well School, she had the op-
portunity to watch surgeries at the Animal Care Clinic 
with Charles DeVinne, D.V.M., during Project Weeks, 
in which one of her three-week projects was vet sur-
gery.  “I knew that this is what I wanted to do!”

After graduating from eighth grade last year, Maya 
enrolled in Terra Nova, the new high school program 
located at The Well. Here, Maya says, she has the flex-
ibility and freedom to follow her dreams.  “I want to 
be a veterinary surgeon and this program gives me the 

experience to learn the basics and to be involved in sur-
geries.” Maya, who has always enjoyed reading about 
and studying animals, coordinates her internship with 
her science courses and other subjects that relate to her 
work at the Animal Care Clinic. “It keeps me motivat-
ed!  I can apply what I am learning with Dr. DeVinne 
to the work that is being done with the animals on the 
Well School farm and to my course study.”  Maya works 
with Dr. DeVinne once a week.

The Well School, founded in 1967, is a private day 
school, offering grades Preschool through High School 
in Peterborough, New Hampshire.  


