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House Tour on December 6:

Early Occupants of Amherst’s Historic Houses
The steam mill worker who was town treasurer

BY KATRINA HOLMAN

AMHERST – On the Christmas 
in Amherst Village House Tour, 
there is a house in the Greek Revival 
style that was popular in Amherst in 
the 1840s-1850s, with the gable end 
facing the street and the front door 
on the side of the facade. The rath-
er plain front entrance and just one 
and a half stories indicate that the 
Curtis House was intended as mid-
1800s affordable housing. Inside, in 
the front room, which was of course 
the parlor (the “best room”), there 
is a feature that is unexpected in 
its refinement: lovely fluting in the 
window frames. These fluted mold-
ings are believed to be original, as 
they are embedded in the walls’ old 
horse-hair plaster. 

The story of this house starts not 
with its first occupant but rather 
with its builder, carpenter David 
Perkins Lowe (1816 -1894). He was 
the son of farmer David Lowe (1785-
1867) and his wife Betsey Damon 

(1789-1881), whose farm-
house on Thornton Ferry 
Road I is also on this tour.  D. 
P. Lowe purchased a parcel of 
land on the western side of 
the Plain in 1842 for $75 and 
subdivided it into three lots. 
This house sits on the middle 
lot; he most likely built it and 
both adjacent ones as early 
“speculation houses”. 

In July 1847, David P. Low 
[sic] advertised in the Farm-
ers’ Cabinet: “For Sale – Or 
To Rent. A NEW HOUSE, 
one story and a half high, 
situated on Amherst plain. 
Terms reasonable.”  In March 
1854, he advertised: 
“The subscriber offers 
for sale his two Hous-
es, upon Amherst 
Common, pleasantly 
situated, with Gardens 
and Fruit Trees. The 
Houses are 1 ½ story, 
nearly new, and will be 
sold very reasonable 
if applied for soon. If 
not sold they will be 
rented.” Evidently the 

houses did not sell quite as 
quickly as he might have liked, 
for the 1858 map of Amherst 
shows “D. P. Low” as owner of 
not only his 2 ½ -story resi-
dence catty-corner across the 
intersection from the grand 
Barnabas David House (also 
on this tour) on Boston Post 
Road, but also of a house next 
to that (now gone), as well as 
this house and its northerly 
neighbor. DPL’s brother New-
ton (a farmer who lived in the 
house opposite their par-
ents’) bought this house and 
the neighbor house as invest-
ments, perhaps to help out his 
brother. It’s likely these sister 
houses, which have matching 
front door frames, were held 
as rental property for a de-
cade or so. 

D. P. Lowe moved with his 
family to Troy, NH around 
1867, where he became a 

farmer, but is buried in Meadow 
View Cemetery of Amherst next to 
his wife.  

When Robert T. Knight (1836-
1910) bought the property in 1869 
for $600, the valuation in the tax 
record of this 1/4 acre was $26 and 
of the buildings $200; by 1887 the 
valuation of the land had risen to 
$1170. 

Robert followed in the footsteps 
of his father Jonathan Knight, who 
lived nearby at 5 Carriage Road. Rob-
ert worked in the steam mill owned 
since 1858 by his father, which was 
located across Main Street from the 
Dana-Spalding-Davis house in the 
now-empty grassy triangle bound-

ed by Knight Road. Certain haz-
ards came with their occupation: 
In 1860 Jonathan’s right hand was 
terribly mangled when the sleeve of 
his frock caught in the circular saw; 
in 1870 Robert lost his thumb while 
cutting shingles; in 1872 Robert’s 
right hand was mangled by the saw 
as he was joining boards. Robert be-
came a dealer in lumber like his fa-
ther. In 1874 the selectmen appoint-
ed Robert treasurer of the Town 
of Amherst, as his father had been 
before him. In 1878, he was among 
those chosen by the selectmen as 
“surveyors of lumber and measur-
ers of woodland bark.” Robert was 
also a Deacon in the Congregational 

Church. Robert Knight 
and his wife Sophronia 
raised three children, 
and lived here for more 
than four decades until 
their deaths.  

Sources: Much 
Lowe info came from 
deed research and ar-
ticles by Chuck Bacon 
for the newsletter of 
The Historical Soci-
ety of Amherst, NH in 
1980s. Details about 
the Knights came from 
the Farmers’ Cabinet 
newspaper, searchable 
via America’s Gene-
alogyBank, one of the 
Town Library’s online 
databases.

These days, the 
house is remembered 
as the home of the 
Curtis family for many 
decades until 1997. The 
present homeowners 
have done impressive 
renovations and have 
added on, too. Their 
home will be beauti-
fully decorated for the 
tour, as will the five 
other houses.
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Lovely antique fluting in window frame of 
Curtis House’s front room
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The Curtis House (aka Robert T. Knight House), Greek 
Revival style house in Amherst built about 1846

A 19th Century Christmas in Amherst

For the month of December the Golden Egg in Salzburg Square is 
selling the commemorative 18K gold plated Coach ornament for 
$15.  All proceeds from the sales will benefit the Historical Society 
of Amherst.

“Please join the Historical Society 
of Amherst for a special Christmas 
Program featuring Richard Hart 
telling “A 19th Century Christmas 
in Amherst: Two Amherst chil-
dren celebrate Christmas in 1850.”  
This story describes life in Amherst 
in the mid-19th century and how 
Christmas then was different from 
today.  Richard will be accompanied 
by Sandy Lafleur who will be play-

ing instrumental Christmas music 
on an Appalachian dulcimer, an in-
strument developed in the southern 
US in the early 1800’s.

This exciting program is primar-
ily meant for children; however 
people of all ages are encouraged to 
attend!  It will take place in the Am-
herst Town Hall at 3pm on Sunday 
December 14th, 2008 on the day of 
the Amherst Tree Lighting.”

Salzburg Square, 
292 Rt. 101 • Amherst

672-1EGG (672-1344)  
Open 7 Days

Holiday Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5,  
Thurs 10-7, Sun 11-5
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• Christmas Trees (up to 12 feet!)
• Holiday Greenery
• Wreaths
• Roping
• Poinsettias
• Gifts/Candles/Chocolate
• Floral Arrangements
• Gift Certifi cates

• Christmas Trees (up to 12 feet!)(up to 12 feet!)(up to 12 feet!)

Happy
Holidays

305 Route 101, Amherst • 673.3008 • www.amherstgardencenter.com
Open Daily Until December 24th!

10% Off

Christmas

Purchases with

this ad!

Santa is coming to Kringle’s
Visit Santa on Sundays

11/30, 12/7 and 12/14 from 11:00-3:00
Photos taken for $5

The Meeting Place
199 State Route 101 Amherst, NH

673-7090
www.kringlestoybox.com

Bring this advertisement to

Kringle’s Toy Box

to receive 20% off any one item.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Offer expires 12/31/2008

Fine Artist 
Supplies
& Classes 672-3003

 “On The Oval” Milford, NH
Tu-Th 9:30-6, Fr 9:30-7, 

Sa 9:30-3, Su 11:30-3

J.M. Princewell

ON THE MILFORD OVAL
Next to the Riverhouse Café

9am- 9pmish through Christmas • 673-0611

“A little bit of Newbury Street in downtown Milford”

Voted Best Gift Shop in Souhegan 
& Merrimack Valley 2008

The Historic Hillsborough Bank in the Village


