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21st Annual Messiah Sing!

Courtesy file photo 

Singers from 16 area towns sing Handel's Messiah.

Monadnock Chorus 50th    
Anniversary Holiday Concert 

Manchester Choral Society   
Presents A Christmas Tapestry

Nowell Sing We Clear

“The Best Christmas Pageant 
Ever” Presented by BYPC

GSSO Holiday Pops Concert to  
Feature Shaker Road School Choir

Amherst Town Band Holiday  
Concert, December 14 at 1 PM

Free Gile Series season Continues 
With A Viennese Christmas 

St. Paul’s School Annual    
Production of ‘The Nutcracker’ at 
the Capitol Center for the Arts

Holiday Pops by The New  
Hampshire Philharmonic

Toys FOR TOTS
The Amherst, NH Police Department, in conjunction with the 

United States Marines, will be collecting toys for the Toys for 
Tots program in New Hampshire from now until December 15, 
2008. The toys, which MUST be NEW and UNWRAPPED can 
be dropped off at one of these four following collections points in 
Amherst:

Amherst Police Department, 175 Amherst Street; Walmart Su-
perstore, 85 Route 101A; TD BankNorth, 40 Route 101A; Moult-
on’s Market, 10 Main Sheet.

The goal of the Toys for Tots Program is to deliver, through a 
shiny new toy at Christmas, a message of hope to needy youngsters 
that will help motivate them to grow into responsible, productive, 
patriotic citizens and community leaders. In 2003, Reader’s Digest 
named Marine Toys for Tots Foundation America’s “Best Chil-
dren’s Charity.” In 2006, Marines and volunteers distributed over 
19.2 million toys to 7.6 million needy children. Since 1948 over 
300,000,000 Christmas presents have been distributed to disad-
vantaged children across the country.

Last year, close to 400 toys were received by the Amherst Police 
Department and delivered to the Marines for distribution through 
the generous contributions received from the public!

Please help us make this a joyous Christmas for everyone!!
Additional information on the Toys for Tots program can be 

found on the Amherst PD website at www.Amherstpolice.com. 
Any questions not answered on the website can be directed to Of-
ficer Day-Lewis of the Amherst Police Department at: idaylewis@
amherstnh.gov.

Holiday Music and Performances

MONT VERNON--For the 21st 
year, as many as 85 people from 16 
communities are preparing to sing 
selections from Handel’s Messi-
ah on the first weekend of Decem-
ber. There are no auditions; all you 
need is a love of great music and a 
willingness to sing in a chorus. Au-
ditions will be held for soloists af-
ter the second rehearsal. There are 
three rehearsals on the three Sun-
days leading up to the performanc-
es. Bring a G. Schirmer score (or buy 
one of ours for $10), and a pencil and 
water to rehearsals.

The chorus is under the direction 
of Jennifer Erdody, the director of 

the Souhegan Valley Chorus, with 
Jill Slocum as accompanist.

Rehearsals are from 7 to 9 p.m. 
on these Sundays: November 16, 23, 
and 30, at the Mont Vernon Congre-
gational Church at the top of Route 
13 on South Main Street, Mont Ver-
non. There will be two performanc-
es: Saturday, December 6 at 7 p.m., 
and Sunday, December 7 at 4 p.m., 
also at the church.

No tickets are sold; a free-will of-
fering is taken at the performanc-
es. For more information, call 673-
3510.

NELSON  - The Monadnock Folk-
lore Society presents Nowell Sing 
We  Clear, Friday, December 5th at 
8:00 PM at the Dublin Community 
Church.  Admission is $15/$12(se-
nior, youth & advance internet 
sales).

This will be the thirty-fourth 
touring season of Nowell Sing We 
Clear with its unusual songs, car-
ols, stories, and customs. Drawn 
mostly from English-language folk 
traditions, the songs tell both a ver-
sion of the events and characters in-
volved in the Christmas story and 
detail the customs which make up 
the twelve magical days following 
the  return of the light at the winter 
solstice. Many of these ancient cus-
toms are the basis of the today’s hol-
iday traditions, such as visiting and 
feasting, gift-giving, carol singing 
from door-to-door and the adorn-
ing of houses and churches with 
garlands of evergreen.

Nowell Sing We Clear celebrates 
Christmas as it was known for  cen-

turies in Britain and North America 
and as it continues in many  plac-
es to the present.  The songs come 
from an age when the midwinter  
season was a time for joyous cele-
bration and vigorous expression of  
older, perhaps pagan, religious ideas. 
There is not always a clear  line be-
tween these and the rejoicing at the 
birth of Jesus bringing a  fresh light 
into the world at this dark midwin-
ter time. A special and  unusual treat 
is the enactment of a Mummers Play 
from Kentucky.   Performed in the 
traditional manner, the play is typ-
ical of folk  dramas which survive 
to this day throughout Britain and 
North America  symbolizing and 
portraying the death of the land at 
midwinter and its  subsequent re-
birth in the spring.

For more information contact 
The  Monadnock Folklore Society at 
547-8809; visit www.monadnock-
folk.org

CONCORD, N.H. — The William 
H. Gile Series will present a FREE 
celebration of the spirit of Vienna 
and the holiday season with A Vien-
nese Christmas, starring 30 world-
class musicians and four vocalists, 
on Friday, December 12 at 7:30 p.m.  

A Viennese Christmas features 
The New Sigmund Romberg Or-
chestra.  The program ranges from 
the overture to Stauss’ “Die Fle-
dermaus” to selections from many 
wonderful Romberg operettas such 
as “The Student Prince,” a full suite 
from “Babes in Toyland,” sever-
al Broadway musicals and popular 
carols of the season.

Jason Altieri, conductor of The 
New Sigmund Romberg Orches-
tra, is an accomplished conduc-
tor of symphony, opera and pops 
programs.  Along with his current 
position, he is also the associate 
conductor of the Atlanta Pops Or-
chestra.  In the past three years, Dr. 
Altieri has conducted concerts in 
the southern, eastern and Midwest-

ern United States and has toured in 
China, Japan, and Taiwan.

Sigmund Romberg was Hungary’s 
gift to melody-loving Americans.  
Befriended by the famous operet-
ta composer Franz Lehar (Merry 
Widow), Romberg decided to be-
come a professional musician.  Af-
ter World War I, Romberg’s career 
as a composer of operettas with Vi-
ennese flavor really bloomed.  Dur-
ing the 1920s, he wrote “Blossom 
Time,” “The Student Prince,” and 
“The Desert Song.”  With the advent 
of sound films, Romberg moved to 
Hollywood in 1929.  More than half 
a dozen film adaptations of his op-
erettas were released between 1929 
and 1954, including the original 
“Viennese Nights.”

All Gile Series performances are 
free admission, and tickets are not 
required unless otherwise noted.  
Doors open 45 minutes before show 
time.  For information call 225-1111 
or visit www.ccanh.com.

AMHERST – The Amherst Town 
Band will perform its annual con-
cert of Christmas holiday music on 
Sunday, December14 at 1 p.m. at 
the Congregational Church on the 
town common in Amherst.  The 
concert also features selections by 

the Souhegan High School accapel-
la singers.

The concert is part of the Town 
of Amherst’s Tree Lighting ceremo-
ny.  For more information about the 
band, see their web site: www.am-
hersttownband.org.

MANCHESTER – The Manches-
ter Choral Society celebrates its 
48th season of song with its annual 
“Christmas Tapestry” series of holi-
day concerts. 

The concerts are set for Friday, De-
cember 5 and Saturday, December 
6, at 8 p.m. at St. Joseph Cathedral, 
Pine and Lowell Streets, Manches-
ter. The choir is under the direction 
of Dr. Daniel Perkins. 

This season’s concert series con-
tinues the Choral Society’s collab-
orative spirit by including the popu-
lar New England Brass, Manchester 

Memorial High School’s Cham-
ber Choir, and the New Hampshire 
Children’s Chorus. 

Works will include “Welcome All 
Wonders” by J.A.C. Redford, and 
Paul Carey’s “Winter’s Night Car-
ol.” Other selections include holiday 
numbers by New England composer 
Gwyneth Walker. The concerts con-
clude with the traditional audience 
holiday carol sing-along. 

Tickets are $20/$15 for seniors and 
students and are available online at 
mcsnh.org, by calling 472-6627, or 
at the door on concert night. 

PETERBOROUGH – The Mo-
nadnock Chorus is celebrating its 
50th anniversary with a holiday 
concert featuring choruses from 
the great choral works on Saturday, 
December 13 at 8:00pm and  Sun-
day, December 14 at 3:00pm at the 
Peterborough Town House.

Ninety five singers join with a full 
orchestra to create a joyous celebra-
tion of selections from the Messiah, 
Haydn’s Creation, Brahms Requi-
em, Carmina Brana, Mendelssohn’s 
Elijah and many more.  Come with 
your family and friends to enrich 
your holiday season with glorious 

music and join with the Chorus for 
a sing-a -long of some of your favor-
ite carols.  This is a concert rich in 
texture beauty for the whole family.  
Don’t miss your opportunity to cel-
ebrate the season with a chorus that 
has been a part of your community 
for over 50 years!  Tickets $17 ($20 at 
the door) children 18 and under $10 
Tickets available at Steele’s, Toad-
stool Bookshops, on the web, and 
at the door. For additional informa-
tion, visit our web site at www.mo-
nadnock-chorus.org

MANCHESTER – Recapture the 
magic of Christmas through the 
eyes of a child as BYPC (Bedford 
Youth Performing Company) pres-
ents the 12th annual performance of 
“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” 
on Friday December 5 at 7:00pm 
and Saturday December 6 at 1:00pm 
at Derryfield School in Manchester. 
Based on the 1972 award winning 
book by Barbara Robinson, The Best 
Christmas Pageant Ever is the story 
of a family of incorrigible children 
who discover the Christmas story 
for the first time and help everyone 
else rediscover its true meaning.

Share the joy of this family holi-
day delight! Reserved seats are $10 
and may be purchased at the door or 
by calling BYPC at 472-3894. 

Ticket sales support BYPC and its 
Circle of Giving outreach program 
which proudly provides scholar-
ships and performing arts program-
ming to special needs and low in-
come children and families through 
partnerships with fellow nonprof-
it organizations including Easter 
Seals, Child Health Services and 
21st Century Community Learning 
Centers.

CONCORD – Celebrate the hol-
iday season with the Granite State 
Symphony Orchestra, the only pro-
fessional orchestra of the capital re-
gion, and the Shaker Road School 
Choir, making their debut perfor-
mance with the orchestra, at the 
annual Holiday Pops concert to be 
held at 3 p.m. Sunday, December 14 
at the Concord City Auditorium.  

Young and old will have a wonder-
ful afternoon as the orchestra cel-
ebrates the holiday season with the 
family-friendly Holiday Pops con-
cert.  This concert not only features 
a special performance by the Shaker 

Road School Choir, but the orches-
tra will perform traditional holiday 
music and classical favorites and 
audience members will be invited 
to participate in a sing-a-long. The 
highlight of the afternoon is sure to 
be a visit by a special guest conduc-
tor who will entertain and charm all 
who attend this festive celebration.            

Tickets range from $16-18 and 
are available for purchase online at 
www.gsso.org, by phone at 226-4776, 
at the Box Office on the afternoon 
of the concert and at Pompanoosuc 
Mills in downtown Concord.

DERRY – For Holiday Pops, the 
New Hampshire Philharmonic 
presents a program of holiday chest-
nuts. The program on Saturday, No-
vember 29 at 8 p.m. at the Stock-
bridge Theatre, Derry includes such 
holiday classics as White Christ-
mas, Anderson’s Sleigh Ride and 
a Christmas carol sing-along. The 
evening features a solo by the state’s 
finest high-school instrumental-

ist (a winner of the Philharmonic’s 
sixth annual youth concerto com-
petition), and the youthful voices 
of the Pinkerton Academy Chorale 
in choruses from Handel’s Messiah. 
The concert is led by music director 
Anthony Princiotti, and is hosted by 
Beth Carroll of NHPTV.  For tickets 
($20 to $50) call 437-5210.

CONCORD — The dancers of 
St. Paul’s School Ballet Company – 
joined by top local student dancers 
– return to the Capitol Center for 
the Arts with their cherished, full-
length version of Tchaikovsky’s holi-
day masterpiece The Nutcracker for 
performances on Friday, December 
19 at 7 p.m. and Saturday, December 
20 at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the seventh year, the compa-
ny will present the ballet in its en-
tirety.  Sharon Randolph, St. Paul’s 
Artistic Director, promises a color-
ful production of the Christmas fa-
vorite.  With a cast of nearly 50 per-
formers, new costumes, a dancing 
Chinese dragon and a little owl on 
Uncle Drosselmeyer’s shoulder, this 
performance continues the elegant 
productions that Concord has come 
to expect from the St. Paul’s School 
Ballet Company.

More than 20 children from the 
greater Concord area, under the 
guidance of children’s director 
Brandi Nylen, will be included in 
the performance.  These guest danc-
ers, performing the roles of party 
children, soldiers, dragon legs and 
Polichinelles were drawn from more 
than ten local dance schools. 

St. Paul’s School offers one of the 
finest dance programs in any sec-
ondary educational institution.  
Training with experienced faculty, 
in a state-of-the-art facility, students 
study ballet technique, which is aug-
mented by classes in modern, jazz 
and performance while developing 
an appreciation of the art form.

Tickets to The Nutcracker are 
$16.50 for adults and $12.50 for stu-
dents and seniors, and can be pur-
chased at the Capitol Center box of-
fice, by calling 225-1111, or online at 
www.ccanh.com. 
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SALZBURG SQUARE RTE. 101 • AMHERST
HOURS: M-Sa. 10-5:30 • Thu/Fri 10-7or8ish • Su 11-5 • 673-3111

WHIMSEY
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Christmas Wonderland!

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT

WHIMSEYWHIMSEY
SQUARESQUARE

SHOPPESHOPPE
The Shoppe for 

Unnecessary Necessities!

An endless list of gifts:  Trollbeads • Chamillia • Byer’s Choice • Dept. 56 • Wee 
Forest Folk • Williraye Studio • Jim Shore • Willow Tree Angels • Patience Brewster 

• Old World Ornaments • Colonial Candles • Amherst Ornaments • Representing over 
45 artisans and artists! You’ve got to see it all!  A fun, happy place to shop!

Chakra Massage! 
The gift of total relaxation
Balance out the senses with this ancient massage 
therapy and enter an environment free of worldly 
stresses. Discover the seven Chakras and how 
they balance out your life...

For a Much Better You!

Salzburg Square • Route 101
Amherst, NH • 673-0404

We have Gift 
Certifi cates!

AN AVEDA CONCEPT SALON

Balance out the senses with this ancient massage 
therapy and enter an environment free of worldly A Children’s Boutique & More

• Holiday Outfits
• Pettiskirts in an array 

of colors & sizes
• Distinctive Clothing 
• Unique Gifts 
• Layette • Christening 
• Special Occasion

Filling All Your Holiday Needs
Fashionable Holiday Footwear
for your Small 
Soles and for 
You, too!

Two Great Stores Within a Store!
Salzburg Square / Route 101 / Amherst, NH / 249-3310 www.smallsolesboutique.com

32 Grove Street • Peterborough, NH
924-6683 • www.jocoat.com

Daily10-6; Friday‘til 9; Sunday11-4

Gifts 
Better 
the 
World

1 cols. x 2.5”
3X rate = $30.63

Mon-Fri 10:30-5:30 | Sat 10:30-5 | Sun. 12-4 | 673-2270
Also By Appointment | www.roxiesfashions.com

Salzburg Square | Route 101 | Amherst, NH

Now Available at...

2 cols. x 2.5” = $50.00

                              

                    Organic Baby Boutique
                   

                 The Cutest, Softest, Greenest
                            Clothing Around!

                          New Arrivals & Unique Holiday Gifts

  Locally Owned & Operated

On the Oval in Milford NH     603-673-5381        

www.storkorganicbaby.com       


