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House Tour
Six beautifully decorated homes 
in the Village welcomed visi-
tors. Annual fund raising event 
started the season, December 6.
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Holidays
Special second section includes 
performances, exhibits, plus many 
shopping ideas for your last minute 
gift giving needs.
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Church Services
Area churches have provided 
special Christmas services details, 
plus many other activities for the 
benefit of parishioners.

Auditions Announced for the Amherst 
PTA Production of Peter Pan

1st Grade Brownie Troop 20910 
Making a Sweet Difference

Yes, lights are shining around the 
Village, on our seven hills and espe-
cially in the hearts and minds of all 

who share the trails of hope and peace 
whether they be in the woods or look-
ing out an office window.  May you 
savor the solitude and refreshment our 
open natural spaces make possible in 

the coming year.  
Peace.

Bruce Beckley
Alexa Leary, Kelly Sileo, Evmorfia Alton, Rebecca Benjamin, Rebecca Sileo, Simonne 
Dodge, Libby Manz, Susie Wason, Katie Rosse’, Alison Daniel  (troop leaders, Irene Raissis 
Alton, Dorothea Daniel, Patty Benjamin)

AMHERST - The Amherst Town 
Library invites you to join us for our 
January series of adult evening pro-
grams entitled, “Around the World 
at Your Library.”  In our first pro-
gram of the series, nationally rec-
ognized award winning performer 

Diane Edgecomb presents, A Fire 
in My Heart: A Storyteller’s Journey 
Among the Kurds, on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 13 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the 
Johnson Meeting Room.  This enter-

Edgecomb (second from left) with Kurdish shepherd family in 2005.

Brownie Troop 20910 of Amherst, NH 
wanted to do something that would help 
others during the holiday time.  They de-
cided they wanted to make something 
sweet so that other’s could enjoy a special 
treat!  They made M&M Cookie Mixes in 

Glass jars.  These cookie mixes along with 
canned goods were donated to the AJWC to 
help with the community wide Home Life 
Project.  Being a Girl Scout is about making 
a difference, and this was their way of mak-
ing a small difference in the lives of many. 

Amherst Town Library

A Fire In My Heart: A Storyteller’s 
Journey Among The Kurds

AMHERST – The Am-
herst PTA has announced 
that auditions for its 57h an-
nual play, Peter Pan, will be 
held Tuesday, January 6 and 
Wednesday, January 7, 2009 
at Clark School, Foundry 
St., Amherst.   Callbacks, 
for principle roles only, will 
be held on Thursday, Janu-

ary 8th, 2009 from 6-7:30 
PM if necessary.

There are approximately 
35-40 roles for children – 
both leading and ensemble 
roles.  Students in grades 
4-10 who are interested 
should come to auditions 
from 6-7 PM on either Janu-
ary 6 or January 7.

Adults and high school 
students interested in audi-
tioning for a variety of lead, 
dancing and singing roles 
in this show should come 
from 7-8 PM on either Janu-
ary 6 or January 7.  In addi-
tion to lead roles, like Peter 
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Ice Storm Leaves Behind an 
Early Christmas Present

By Cliff Ann Wales

AMHERST – It took a long, 
cold week to restore power to 
homes and businesses in Am-
herst after the worst ice storm in 
memory ravaged New Hampshire 
hitting the southern tier from 
the Monadnocks to the coast the 
hardest. 

Thursday, December 11 was a 
sleepless night for most residents.  
The ice started coating trees and 
surfaces early in the evening and 
by 10:45 the power was off.  But 
the seriousness of the problem 
became evident later in the night 
when large limbs and trees start-
ed cracking, utility poles and 
road signs were pulled down by 
snapped electric lines, transform-
ers blew.  Roads were blocked all 
over town by tree limbs, downed 
wires and some minor flooding.   
Sections of Route 122 were closed 
for four days.  Homeowners had 
trees hanging in power lines,  
damaged homes and property 
and in most cases power was out 
for four to five days.  Most of Am-
herst was expected to have power 
restored within seven days.  The 
reports from other nearby com-
munities, weren’t as optimistic.

The following morning the si-
lence of the ice storm was broken 
first by the roar of chainsaws as 
road crews, tree companies and 
anyone with a saw started to clear 
the area of debris.  Next came the 
sound of generators. 

 For me, there always seems to 
be a Secret Santa showing me the 

way to Christmas joy.  It is unex-
pected and a welcome interven-
tion in my life.

When the storm had passed 
my family gathered at my moth-
er’s home and enjoyed the ben-
efits  of her generator.  We were 

Let the Holiday Celebrations Begin

Amherst citizen Photos

Tree limbs fell throughout the night.

Amherst’s DPW crews were out clearing area roads.

Santa arrives by fire truck to greet 
the crowd and to light the Richard 
Crocker Memorial Christmas Tree.

Amherst citizen Photos

Janet Silsby, chair, Amherst Junior Women’s Club, Sandy Comstock, school 
coordinator, Geni McLaurin and Beth Kimberly, co-chairs of the Holiday Toy 
Store.  Story on page 11.

The Amherst Congregational Church Chorus and Bell Choir in a concert of Christmas music.
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