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Town News

It’s About Conservation

To Savor Solitude 
Takes Effort

By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

The lights of me-
norahs and advent 
wreathes blend, remind-
ing us of the wondrous 
things done for our an-
cestors at this time of 
year and shining with 
joy, hope and love for the 
days ahead.  I recall from 
my power company days 
that folks would increase the Christmas lights 
around their homes in tough economic times.  
This seems to be one of those years, at least along 
our road.  Love is reaching out with the lights to 
others with donations through avenues like the 
SHARE food pantry which is being called upon to 
serve more and more of our neighbors with food 
and gift cards every month.

We are grateful to all of you who passed on kind 
words this past year and especially to those who 
supported conservation efforts around town.  You 
have helped keep trails friendly, picked up roadside 
litter and been spokespersons for natural space 
and clean water.

The ACC Agenda - The Amherst Conservation 
Commission pursued a wide ranging agenda at its 
December meeting which affects all in town.  Here 
are some of the topics on the table:

Land Management – There can be a tug of war 
between the Town Master Plan goal of maintain-
ing the town’s rural character and the town bud-
get.  Open fields, acquired as open space and for 
the town’s rural appearance, don’t stay open by 
themselves.  Today, fertilizer, fuel and labor may 
cost more than the value of the hay produced from 
those fields.  Up to now, the difference has been 
carried by small state grants and the Commission’s 
account in the town budget.  As the number of 
fields and the costs of their maintenance rise, new 
ways outside the tax-supported budget to fund 
meadow management are being sought.

The ACC land management program includes 
the development of healthy forests through selec-
tive timber harvests.  Over the past 10 years, the 
net return from managed logging has been ap-
proximately $82,000 which went into the land 
account.  The commission plans to examine bal-
ancing the cost of meadow management with the 
revenue from forest management, realizing that 
dollars spent to keep fields open are not available 
for further land acquisition.

Trail System  - Two new 
foot bridges have been built 
using donated lumber over 
Pulpit Brook beside the bea-
ver pond on Old Joppa Hill 
Road, a section of the Pul-
pit Brook Trail.  Three oth-
er bridges need to be con-
structed where the trail 
crosses tributaries to the 

main stream.  A similar need exists in Joe English 
Reservation at the Bacon Trail crossing of Clean 
Brook.  The ACC hopes to accomplish these and 
other trail work tasks with many volunteers on Na-
tional Trails Day next spring.  Having spaces to sa-
vor solitude takes effort.

Hemlock Wooly Adelgid (HWA) – Pictures 
were presented showing once green and now dev-
astated hemlock forests in North Carolina along 
the Blue Ridge Parkway.  The HWA was intro-
duced into the Southeast from Asia.  From there, 
this invasive insect has spread north, sucking the 
life out of hemlocks and leaving behind forests of 
gray skeletons.  Recently an HWA infestation was 
discovered in Milford and hopefully eradicated by 
a chemical treatment of the soil around the afflict-
ed trees.  The tell-tale signs of this bad actor are 
small white cotton-like egg clusters at the base of 
hemlock needles where they join the twig.  Please 
let an ACC member know if you discover any.

Land Protection – The Commission considered 
its role and the future use of the land protection 
account in natural space protection as the expira-
tion date of the open space bond authorization ap-
proaches.  Acquisitions, albeit smaller than would 
be possible with a bond issue, will again be enter-
tained and considered by the ACC.

Martin Natural Space Purchase – An accel-
erated level of support through the spoken and 
written word will be called for early next year if 
the woods and fields of the Martin land are to be 
preserved from development.  A petition was re-
ceived to place the question of Town acquisition 
on the 2009 Warrant for ballot box voting.  All 
of us who supported the acquisition at the recent 
public hearings and many more folks will need to 
express that support on these pages and elsewhere 
as March voting approaches.

The Commission always welcomes input on any 
of these topics.  Thank you all for the support you 
provide.

December Art Exhibit at the Amherst Town Library
Marianne Stillwag-

on will show her con-
temporary primitive 
paintings at the library 
during the month of 
December. 

Her original designs 
are hand-painted on a 
wide variety of orna-
ments, wooden and ce-
ramic pieces and sev-
eral of her paintings 
have been produced in 
limited edition litho-
graphs. Marianne says, 
“In today’s world it is 
difficult to find things 
that are still made by 
hand. It is not difficult, 
on the other hand, to 
recognize and appreci-
ate them.” 

 Originally from 
New Jersey, Marianne 
received a B.S. in de-
sign and worked for 
ten years as a freelance illustrator/designer before re-
turning to painting. Today the picturesque colonial vil-
lages and ever changing seasons of New England serve 

as inspiration for her 
“contemporary prim-
itive” Americana art-
work. 

Art by Marianne 
began in 1981 as a 
small cottage busi-
ness in Amherst, 
New Hampshire. 
Her “one-of-a-kind” 
pieces of Americana 
art are hand-painted 
and were originally 
marketed to a limit-
ed audience primar-
ily through local gift 
shops and small arts 
& crafts shows. Over 
the years, the popu-
larity of the beautiful 
villages and hamlets 
as well as the wild-
life scenes depicted 
in her artwork has 
grown tremendously. 
Marianne’s art is now 

marketed through select galleries and gift shops in the 
United States and is found in many private collections 
throughout the United States and abroad.

Amherst Town Library

Sojourns with Poems Begins January 7th
The Amherst Town Library in-

vites you to join other readers for the 
winter session of our exciting year-
long program, Lit at the Edges: So-
journs with Stories, Poems, Essays.  
On Wednesday, January 7, the win-
ter series, “Poems along the Shore-
lines,” will begin.  Read memorable 
poems from Garrison Keillor’s an-
thologies Good Poems and Good 
Poems for Hard Times, share the 
ways poems reveal the extraordi-
nary edges of ordinary lives, and ex-
plore the simple pleasures of read-
ing poems that can matter.  There 
are three discussions planned: Jan-
uary 7, January 21, and February 4. 

Nothing could be more ordinary 
than the daily round of morning, 
noon, and night.  But in the music 
of a good poem, those hours be-
come something to listen to with 
a different attention.  On January 
7th, poems by Mary Oliver, Lisel 
Mueller, Philip Booth, and others 
celebrate morning and the edges of 
beginnings, whether a day, a life, or 

creation itself.  The series contin-
ues on January 21st with the hours 
of noon, middle-age, and work, and 
will conclude on February 4th with 
images of nightfall.  A “wordplay” 
poetry writing workshop follows on 
February 18.  You are welcome to 
come for any or all sessions offered.  
We gather in the Johnson Meeting 
Room and the sessions are offered 
at 1-2:30 p.m. or 7-8:30 p.m. on the 
scheduled days. 

“Can poetry matter?” The Atlan-
tic Monthly made the question fa-
mous in 1991.  It’s still a good ques-
tion.  We are a people on edge, a 
nation at a threshold, a world stand-
ing on the shore of something vast.  
With so many issues and crises 
clamoring for our attention in 2009, 
does poetry have role?  Can good 
poems help us through these times?  
Garrison Keillor believes they can: 
“Sometimes a poem cuts through 
the static and delivers some good 
thing.  It is of use; it gives value.”  
Why?  Because a good poem be-

friends us, helps us laugh, kindly of-
fers us a cup, tells us the truth, gives 
us courage.  Good poems tell real 
stories about real people.  In doing 
so, they help us see a little better 
along the edge we’re walking.

Facilitator Emily Archer has de-
signed this series in consultation 
with Ruslyn Vear, Head of Refer-
ence.  Emily holds a doctorate in 
American literature, is a published 
writer, and has led humanities dis-
cussions and writing groups for 
over fifteen years for numerous 
New Hampshire libraries, schools, 
churches, and medical communi-
ties.  She lives in Mont Vernon with 
her family. 

The event is free and open to the 
public.   You can register by call-
ing 673-2288, emailing library@
amherst.lib.nh.us or by visiting our 
website at www.amherst.lib.nh.us 
and click on the calendar icon la-
beled “Calendar of Events” on the 
homepage.  For more information, 
please call Ruslyn at the library.

“Praised be thou, O Lord our God, 
Ruler of the world,

Who has granted us life, sustained us 
and permitted us to celebrate this joyous 
festival.”  

— Union Prayer Book

Programming in the   
Children’s Room at the  
Amherst TownLibrary

Open Play Time
Everyone is welcome to join us in 

Open Play Time on Tuesdays, December 
16 and 30.  You can drop in anytime from 
10-12 to the Johnson Room. 

 We will have lots of toys out.  This is a great way 
to socialize and meet some other families in town!
Guitar Hero Tournament

Think you can win the title of Guitar Hero Rocker?  
Want to end 2008 with a musical encore?  

Join us on Wednesday, December 31st from 1-4 in the 
Johnson Meeting Room. 

Open to all ages, you must sign up by skill level to be 
placed in tournament grid.  

Call 673-2288, e-mail Jackie at jbiger@amherst.lib.
nh.us. Or sign up downstairs!
Traditional Storytimes

Our next session of storytimes will begin on Tuesday, 
January 6th and run for 8 weeks through the end of Feb-
ruary.

No registration is required for these sessions, please 
come when you come!
Babies-2 meet on Tuesdays at 10am
2 year olds meet on Tuesdays at 11:15am
3 year olds meet on Wednesdays at 11am
4 and up meet on Wednesdays at 3:30

Ten Ways to Bust Boredom
Finding that the short days make nights longer?
Want to entertain the children and grandchildren?
Here is list of ten ways the Children’s Room at the li-

brary can help bust boredom! 
1) Check out some puzzles.  We have many puzzles 

available for check-out just like a book.
2) Learn about someone new.  The Biography section 

in the Children’s Room has a wide variety of interest 
and reading level.  “Snowflake Bentley”, the man who 
figured out how to photograph snowflakes is a great 
place to start!  

3) Bake Together!  We have over 30 different shapes of 
cake pans available for check out, or maybe you are 
in the mood for some new recipes?  Check out the 
books located at J641.5.

AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY
Amy Lapointe, Library Director
14 Main St., Amherst NH 
Phone 673-2288  Fax 672-6063
email: library@amherst.lib.nh.us
web http://www.amherst.lib.nh.us
Mon-Thu, 9:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Fri & Sat, 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sun, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

4) Discover a new character. 
Have you met Fancy Nancy (Jane 

O’Connor) Pigeon (Mo Willems) or 
Bear (Karma Wilson)?  

5) Re-discover a character!  Winnie-
the-Pooh, Trixie Belden, Pippi Longstock-

ing, Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle, Nancy Drew and the 
Hardy Boys are still here waiting for you!  

6) Make it a Movie Night. We have both VHS and 
DVDs to choose from!  

7) Pluto is no longer a planet.  Find out what hap-
pened to change his status in our galaxy at J623.4. 

8) Make the car ride a bit easier on the whole family.  
Besides stocking up on books, you can pick from 
a great selection of audio books to listen while en 
route for the holidays.  

9) Easy on the pocketbook.  All you need is a library 
card to check out anything from the library!

10) Change of scenery. We have two cozy window 
seats, a couch, toys that are not your own (which 
can make them more fun) puppets, coloring sup-
plies, game computers, and a staff that would love 
to have you visit.  

Writing Support for High School Students at 
the Amherst Town Library

The Amherst Town Library is providing an oppor-
tunity for area high school students to receive writing 
support.  Nancy Baker, a recently retired Souhegan 
High School teacher, is offering one-on-one writing 
conferences at the Amherst Town Library by appoint-
ment. The conferences are opportunities for students 
to get help with classroom writing assignments, col-
lege essays, Junior Research paper, Senior Project, or 
perhaps that dream of a novel.

Students who would like to get some help with writ-
ing can contact Nancy at nbaker@sprise.com to set 
up an appointment. The time (30-45 minutes) may be 
used to brainstorm and create an outline or get feed-
back on a work in progress.  An initial conference is 
very important for any students that Nancy has not 
worked with previously as she needs to build a work-
ing relationship.  For more information, contact the 
Amherst Town Library Reference Librarians at 673-
2288 or library@amherst.lib.nh.us; or email Nancy 
directly at nbaker@sprise.com

Fumito Nunoya In Concert, January 11
AMHERST - Please come join us 

in 2009 at the Amherst Town Li-
brary for our very popular Sundays 
at 4 Music Series featuring a won-
derful variety of performances to 
warm the chill of cooler days.  Mark 
your calendars to take a Sunday 
afternoon break from 4PM-5PM, 
gather with friends in the Main 
Reading Room of the library, re-
lax and enjoy the concert, let cares 
melt away, and maybe even follow 
with a dinner out after the perfor-
mance.  Plan on starting the New 
Year off by coming to our first offer-
ing of the series, “Fumito Nunoya 
in Concert,” on Sunday, January 11, 
2009 at 4PM at the Amherst Town 
Library. 

This year our Sundays at 4 Music 
Series is going around the world in 
music.  Fumito Nunoya, renowned 
marimbist, born in Akita, Japan, 
and winner of top prizes in many 
national and international music 
competitions, starts our series with 
a solo marimba performance not to 
be missed.  His repertoire includes 
American tunes (like Moon River) 
as well as classical pieces by J. S. 
Bach and contemporary pieces writ-
ten for marimba.  Acclaimed by the 
Boston Herald as “agile and terrifi-
cally talented,” and by the Houston 
Chronicle as “magnetic… impres-
sive,” Mr. Nunoya has presented re-
citals with this beautiful percussive 
instrument at the Boston Conser-

vatory, A Palazzo Magnani in Ita-
ly, the Conservatoire Superieur de 
Paris in France, and many locations 
in Japan including the Okayama 
Symphony Hall.  An active cham-
ber musician, Mr. Nunoya has col-
laborated with woodwinds, strings, 
singers and percussionists. 

Mr. Nunoya began playing the 
piano at age seven and the marim-
ba and percussion at age seventeen. 
He graduated from Yamagata Uni-
versity with a music education de-

gree in 2001 and received a master’s 
degree in marimba performance at 
The Boston Conservatory (TBC) 
where he studied with Nancy Zelts-
man. Mr. Nunoya received a full 
scholarship with an award from the 
president of TBC and continued his 
studies in its distinguished Artist 
Diploma program, and graduated 
in 2006. He is the first marimba (or 
percussion) major in the school’s 
history to receive this distinction.

He has also studied with Patrick 
Hollenbeck, a member of the Bos-
ton Pops Esplanade Orchestra; To-
moyuki Okada, timpanist and per-
cussionist in the NHK Symphony 
Orchestra in Japan; and Nanae 
Mimura, a world-renowned ma-
rimba performer and alumnus of 
The Boston Conservatory.

 So excited you want to sign up 
for the whole series?  Just contact 
us and mark your calendars for 
February 8 with Judy Handler and 
Matt Levesque in Concert; March 
22 with Matt and Shannon Hea-
ton in Concert; and, April 19 with 
The Laszlo Gardony Jazz Trio.  All 
events are free and open to the 
public.  To register for any of these 
programs, please call the Amherst 
Town Library at 673-2288, email li-
brary@amherst.lib.nh.us , or visit 
the Library’s web site at http://www.
amherst.lib.nh.us and click on the 
calendar icon, labeled “Calendar of 
Events” on the homepage.

Fish 2009 at Nashua Public Library
The Nashua Public Library’s an-

nual series of fishing lectures be-
gins January 8. For more informa-
tion about these programs, and for 
directions, call (603) 589-4610 or 
visit www.nashualibrary.org.
Fly and Light Tackle Strategies 
for Cape Ann Stripers

Captain Skip Montello and Steve 
Papows of North Coast Angler, a 
charter service, share their secrets 
for finding, targeting, and catching 
stripers from shore and boat along 
Cape Ann in Massachusetts, with 
flies and other tackle.

Thursday, January 8, 2009, at 7 
p.m. (fishing videos shown from 6 
p.m. to 7 p.m.)
Steelhead Fishing of the Great 
Lakes Tributaries

Mitchell Kalter, from Great Bay 
Trout Unlimited, takes a broad look 
at the Great Lakes steelhead fishery, 
including its history, species, and 
fishing techniques. He’ll explore fly-
fishing techniques, equipment, flies, 
and rigging and take a look at tribu-
tary locations available to enjoy this 

fishery in New York and Michigan.
Thursday, January 15, 2009, at 7 

p.m. (fishing videos shown from 6 
p.m. to 7 p.m.)
Fishing Film Festival

Three short award-winning doc-
umentaries will be shown: “Red 
Gold,” about the struggle to protect 
the sockeye salmon fishery in Bris-
tol Bay, Alaska; “Running Down the 
Man,”  about fly-fishing for rooster 
fish from the beaches of Baja Sur, 
Mexico; and “The Hatch,” about 
protecting the stone-fly hatch that 
engulfs the Black Canyon of Gunni-
son National Park in Colorado each 
year.

Thursday, January 22, 2009, at 7 
p.m.
Let’s Go Fishing: Introduction 
to Fly-Tying

In this workshop you’ll be in-
troduced to the tools, materials, 
threads, and hooks required for 
fly-tying. Then, in a hands-on ses-
sion, you’ll learn to tie nymph, wet, 
streamer, and dry flies. Tools and 
materials will be provided, but par-

ticipants may bring their own if they 
have them. For adults, and children 
over twelve if accompanied by an 
adult. Class size limited; preregis-
tration required. Go to nashuali-
brary.org, click on Events, scroll 
down to this program and click the 
Register button.

Saturday, January 24, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m.
A Freshwater Guide to New 
Hampshire

Whether you’re looking for big, 
popular lakes with plenty of recre-
ational boating and fishing oppor-
tunities or quiet-water ponds deep 
in the woods with memorable spots 
to explore, Matt Desmarais, editor 
of the Freshwater Guides of New 
England, can point you to a public-
access fishing spot that’s right for 
you.

Thursday, January 29, 2009, at 7 
p.m. (fishing videos shown from 6 
p.m. to 7 p.m.)

Marianne Stillwagon’s picturesque village paintings are on exhibit 
at the Amherst Town Library through December. 

Fumito Nunoya


