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Amherst PtA AnnuAl Chili Cook-off, sundAy, februAry 8 At Amherst middle sChool  CAfeteriA, 4-6 Pm

Schools
Kindergarten and First Grade 
Registration dates and times are 
announced for new students. 

The
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Jazz Night at SHS
The Mike Valeras Group from Boston 
joins the student jazz ensembles from 
Souhegan, Alvirine and Weymouth high 
schools, Friday, February 13 at 7:00 p.m.
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NH Scholastic    
Art Awards
Souhegan High School students   
receive  recognition for talent and   
dedication in art.
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Zachary Swartz Is Geography Bee 
Champion at Wilkins School

Top Speller at Wilkins Is Gabriella 
Lunati

Wilkins School Geography Bee and Spelling Bee Winners

National Geographic Geography Bee champion, Zachary Swartz and runner-
up, Andrew D’Auteuil demonstrated their knowledge of geography.

AMHERST – It took about an 
hour and some very difficult ques-
tions to crown a National Geo-
graphic Geography champion at 
Wilkins School.  At the end cham-
pion Zachary Swartz and runner-up 
Andrew D’Auteuil were on the stage 
alone after ten of their 4th grade 
classmates had been eliminated. 

Finalists were Henry Boyle, Clyne 
Sullivan, Andrew D’Auteuil, Eric 
Loconto, Marco Vogt, Will Geb-
hardt, Emily Loose, Justin Bogo-
nis, Andrew Peiper, Ariana Infanti, 
Zachary Swartz, and Kevin Fredette.  
These students were chosen after all 
fourth graders took a written quali-

fying test.  Those scores were then 
added to classroom bees to deter-
mine the 12 finalists.

The questions in the early rounds 
of the geography bee required a 
broad knowledge of American ge-
ography.  They answered questions 
on the climate zones, rivers, moun-
tains, states, cities, lakes and state 
parks.  In later rounds the questions 
required knowledge about Roman 
ruins, the countries of Spain, Ire-
land, Germany, Bahamas, Africa 
and the Atlantic Ocean.

At the end, after 12 rounds, Zach-
ary Swartz was the champion and 
will compete at the state level.  

AMHERST - Ten finalists re-
ceived a perfect score on the Scripps 
National Spelling Bee written qual-
ifying test.  On January 21st, Ad-
itya Reddy, Gabriella Lunati, Julia 
Apiki, Jonathan Amrein, Madeleine 
Hunt, Eric Loconto, Siobhan Saun-
ders, Jakob Parkinson, Camden Patt 
and Faith Farnham were seated on 
the Wilkins School stage in front of 
their fourth grade classmates and 
family members to determine the 
school champion speller who will 
represent Wilkins School in the 
regional spelling bee to be held in 

Nashua in March.
The bee started with the correct 

spelling of the word package and 
ended with the spelling of the two 
words gradient and fidelity by the 
2009 champion, Gabriella Lunati.  
The runner-up was Julia Apiki.

A few of the misspelled words 
along the way were: site, breath, 
except and cameo.  Mrs. Zall co-
ordinated the spelling bee with as-
sistance from Mr. Vaupel and Mrs. 
Trainor.

Congratulations Gabriella and Ju-
lia.

Amherst Citizen Photos

Spelling Bee winner Gabriella Lunati with runner-up, Julia Apiki

Selectmen Propose    
$6 Million Bond for Roads

By Cliff Ann Wales

AMHERST – At the public 
hearing the Board of Select-
men presented a proposed 
FY 2010 operating budget 
of $9,823,299, an increase 
of $279,313 (2.93%) over last 
year.  At the same time, the 
revenues are expected to de-
crease by $385,234 (-8.30%).

Articles on the warrant 
include a road reconstruc-
tion bond for $6,000,000 to 
reconstruct approximately 
nine miles of road, a peti-
tion article to purchase the 
Martin Open Space Land 
for $1,890,000, two arti-

cles to replace EMS cardi-
ac equipment for a total of 
$87,787, a DPW trucks re-
placement $59,080, capital 
reserve funds for recreation 
facilities, fire apparatus, 
ambulance, assessing, com-
munications center, Town 
250th anniversary, Forest-
view Cemetery, and high-
way equipment.

Jeanne Ludt and Marilyn 
Peterman were critical of 
the selectmen for reducing 
the health and human ser-
vices line item and putting it 
on the warrant as an article.  

Amherst Resident Receives 
Emmy Award

LAS VEGAS – At the 60th 
Annual Technology and En-
gineering Emmy Awards 
held January 7th in Las Ve-
gas, Paul Smith, co-owner 
of Micro Communications 
Inc. (MCI) of Merrimack ac-
cepted the award on behalf 
of his company for Pioneer-
ing RF Combiners for Adja-
cent Channels on Common 
Antenna Systems. 

The National Academy of 
Television Arts and Scienc-
es (NATAS) has presented 
the Emmy® Awards for Out-
standing Achievement in 
Engineering /Technical De-
velopment since 1948. For 
the third year in a row, the 
Awards will be presented at 
the International Consum-
er Electronics Show (CES).  
This is the second year in 

a row that Micro Commu-
nications, Inc. has received 
this Emmy.  Mr. Smith is 
also the inventor.  He lives 
in Amherst with his wife 
Susan and their family.

Continued on page 3 u

Judy Handler And Mark Levesque In Concert
AMHERST - Join us on 

Sunday, February 8 at the 
Amherst Town Library 
for the second concert of 
our very popular Sundays 
at 4 Music Series featur-
ing a magical afternoon 
of international music for 
guitar and mandolin with 
Judy Handler and Mark 
Levesque.  Mark your calen-
dars to take a Sunday after-
noon break from 4PM-5PM, 
gather with friends in the 
Main Reading Room of the 
library, and relax and enjoy 
the concert. 

This year our Sundays at 4 
Music Series is going around 
the world in music.  Hus-
band and wife duo, Handler 

and Levesque, skillfully 
blend Brazilian, Latin 
American, gypsy mu-
sic from France and 
Spain, classical, swing, 
Russian and Europe-
an musical influences.  
As music critic, Owen 
McNally of the Hart-
ford Courant states, 
“It’s a perfect musical 
marriage.  A rich, zesty 
guitar gumbo, Handler 
and Levesque crackle 
with tasty elements of 
classical, swing, Brazil-
ian and a dizzying ar-
ray of world-music fla-
vorings.” 

Ms. Handler and 
Mr. Levesque have 

given over 1,000 per-
formances through-
out the Northeast and 
Midwest.  Their dis-
tinctive style is the re-
sult of their diverse 
backgrounds and many 
years of experience.  
Judy’s studies began in 
her hometown, Chica-
go and she went on to 
earn a Bachelor of Mu-
sic in guitar from the 
College Conservatory 
of Music at the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati, a 
Master of Music in gui-
tar at the Hartt School 
of Music as well as cer-

Continued on page 5  u

Election Day – March 10 
Voting for Town and School District Officers and Warrants will be 

held on Tuesday, March 10, 2009 at the following locations:
Amherst Voters - Souhegan High School - 6:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Mont Vernon Voters – Mont Vernon Village School - 8:00 a.m.–7:00 p.m.

SOUHEGAN COOPERATIVE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT

the Deliberative session of the souhegan Cooper-
ative school District will be held on tuesday, February 
3, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at souhegan high school.
AMHERST SCHOOL DISTRICT

the Deliberative session of the Amherst school 
District will be held on thursday, February 5, 2009 at 
7:00 p.m. at souhegan high school.

MONT VERNON SCHOOL DISTRICT
the mont Vernon school District will hold a public hearing on thursday, Feb-

ruary 12, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the mont Vernon Village school Library to con-
sider the 2009-10 mont Vernon school District budget. (snow Date: February 
13, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.)

the mont Vernon school District meeting will be held on Friday, march 13, 
2009 at the mont Vernon Village school at 7:00 p.m.

Voting for school District officers will be held on tuesday, march 10, 2009 
from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the mont Vernon Village school.

2009 Town of Amherst Deliberative Session
the Deliberative session for the town of Amherst is scheduled for 

Wednesday, February 4 at 7:00 p.m. at shs.

2009 Annual School District and Deliberative Meetings

Next “Sundays at 4” music concert is 
February 8 at the Amherst Town Library

Paul and Susan Smith with 
Emmy Award.

Historical Society 
February 9th Meeting

Please join the historical society of Amherst as 
we journey back to 1775 to glimpse what 
Amherst was really like just prior to the 

revolutionary War.  
Amherst’s own robert rowe will talk about the 
people, town, and current events that shaped 

that period of colonial life in Amherst.  
the program will be in the Vestry of the 
Congregational Church of Amherst on 

monday, February 9th at 7:30 Pm.  
refreshments will be served.

Amherst Republicans
Monthly Meeting 

Saturday, February 7, 8:00 AM
Joey’s Diner, Route 101A, Amherst

our guest speaker will be Jennifer horn, candidate 
for U.s. Congress, who will be leading a 

discussion on the rebuilding of the 
republican Party, as seen from a 

candidate’s perspective. 
For more information please visit 

www.amherstrepublicans.org.
Amherst Garden Club Meets 

February 5th
Native Plants for Our Gardens     

 the Amherst Garden Club will feature a program 
focused on northeast native plants at its 

Feb. 5th meeting to be held at the Amherst 
Congregational Church.  Floriculture 

specialist, tom Brooks from the Amherst 
Garden Center will be the featured speaker. 

tom will explain the advantages or disadvantages 
of natives, what developments breeders have 
come up with and what we can look forward 
to in the future.  tom will also address how 

regular maintenance can optimize the 
diversity, habitat, and aesthetic potential 

of a natural landscape. 
Join us.  Win a special plant or a gardening 

implement by purchasing raffle tickets 
at the meeting!  the AGC meeting starts 

at 9 Am with a social period and meeting; 
the speaker’s program begins at 10:30 Am.  

meetings are free of charge.  Guests are 
welcome to attend the Amherst Garden Club 

meetings; please sign in at the door. 
Mike Valeras Group Plays Next 
Souhegan Jazz Night Concert 
the mike Valeras Group will come to souhegan 

high school for a night of Jazz on Friday 
February 13th at 7:00pm. the mike 

Valeras Group features a mix of contemporary 
electric jazz and classic traditional jazz. 
in addition to the mike Valeras Group, 
the souhegan Jazz ensemble, Alvirne 

high school Jazz ensemble and 
the Weymouth high school Jazz ensemble 
from Weymouth mA will also be featured. 

Admission at the door for the concert is $10 for 
adults and $7 for students. Any questions, 

contact Carl Benevides, shs Jazz Director at 
cbenevides@sprise.com or call 673-9940 x168.
Amherst Lions Club 3rd Annual 

Roast Beef Supper
times are tough, and  everyone is looking for a 
bargain. the Amherst Lions Club will be giving 

citizens an opportunity to get a great meal 
and a reasonable price and feel good about it.  
We will be hosting our 3rd annual roast Beef 

supper at the Amherst middle school on 
February 6th.   Dinner will be served from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. tickets are only $10 

for the complete dinner.  our first two dinners 
raised enough money to save the sight of 

over 800 people.
help us continue the Lions crusade against blind-
ness. Come out to the middle school have a din-
ner and save somebody’s sight. Bargains don’t 

come any better than that.  For more information 
on CsFii, the Lions programs, or the roast Beef 
Dinner contact any Lion or Lion Bruce ribolini.


