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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 672-9444
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com

NEXT ISSUE:
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The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst
 ❑	 Amherst Town Library
	 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst
	 ❑ Vic’s Brunch Place, Amherst
 ❑ General Store, Mont Vernon
	 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford
	 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford
 ❑ Silva Mart, Milford
 ❑ Stop & Shop, Milford
 ❑ Harvest Market, Bedford
	 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis
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ISSUE DATE CHANGE:
The March 10th issue of The Amherst Citizen will now 
publish on Thursday, March 5th in order to provide last 
minute election coverage of the candidates, town and 
school budgets and warrant articles to be voted on  
Tuesday, March 10th. Deadline for the March 5th issue  
is 5PM, Thursday, February 26th.
Candidates: Visit our advertising and profile opportunities 
pages at: www.amherstcitizen.com/candidates.html 

Library Trustees Support Town 
Budget
To the editor:

A recent Wall Street Journal article discusses the increasing popularity of 
public libraries in the U.S. in the midst of an economic recession. Growing 
numbers of patrons find the library convenient for searching job listings or 
borrowing books they might otherwise have bought.

Since last July, The Amherst Library has seen an increase of 11% in the 
circulation of books, books on tape and CDs, videos (DVDs & VHS) and 
music (CDs). The number of programs for adults increased by 37%, while 
the average monthly attendance for our childrens program increased by 4%  
to 726.  During the past ice storm, residents without power crowded into 
the Library to get warm, power up cell phones and use Library computers 
or their laptops to connect to the Internet.

Despite the increased demand by our patrons for library services during 
this economic downturn, the Trustees have made cuts to our original pro-
posed budget to compensate for expected shortfalls in the Town revenues. 
We held our monthly Trustees meeting on January 8th to make a final cut 
in our budget, removing $7100 from our initial proposal, and then had an-
other emergency meeting on January 19th to prevent additional cuts from 
the Department of Public Works’ building maintenance budget. The Li-
brary heavily depends upon DPW to keep the heating and air conditioning 
working, the roof from leaking, the septic system from failing, the sidewalks 
clear and in good repair,  the automatic door opener functioning as well as 
projects such as the recent installation of a rear entrance door that leads to 
the garden and provides an alternate fire escape.

We cut an additional $6825 from our budget which results in a budget 
that is slightly lower than this year if wages, benefits and heat are excluded 
(nearly 80% of the total).

The Library has been well served by DPW and Trustees want to show our 
support for the DPW maintenance budget.

The Library is committed to maintaining our current level of service in 
an environment of increasing demand, but we are also concerned about the 
Town budget and strive to cooperate with other Town departments to put 
together an overall budget that takes into account the current economic 
situation. The Trustees ask the voters to attend the deliberative session on 
February 4 and support our Town Budget at the current level.

	 	 	 	 	 Donald	Holden
	 	 	 	 	 Chairman,	Library	Trustees
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst

Thanks for Your Kindness and 
Hospitality
To the editor:

I am a lineman for BGE of Baltimore, MD. I had the pleasure of working 
for the people of Amherst and Mont Vernon during the week of Dec 13 th 
thru the 21st putting up many miles of wire and replacing electric poles and 
transformers taken down by the ice storm for PSNH. I have been a lineman 
for 30 years and have been on many out of town trips to help with storm res-
toration but this trip to your wonderful town will stay in my memories for 
a long time. The reason is the people we encountered were the most friend-
ly people I have ever met. While working in Amherst or out on RT13 or 
Francestown Pike or all the small side roads around the area people would 
stop and thank us for our efforts or blow there horns and wave and give us 
the thumbs up. There were alot of people who brought us coffee, donuts, 
brownies, cookies,and many thanks while we were working. I would also 
like to thanks the guys at the Mont Vernon firehouse for there hospital-
ity every morning before we would head out to work. Also many thanks to 
Dave and Lori who were our crew guides from PSNH without them our trip 
would not have been such a success due to there knowledge of the work we 
do and them knowing the area we were working in. Once again thanks for 
your kindness and hospitality.

	 	 	 	 	 Jim	Kirkpatrick
	 	 	 	 	 Overhead	Crew	leader
	 	 	 	 	 BGE

Thank You From The Tully Family
To the editor:

On December 18, while we were preparing for a joyous holiday season, 
our house caught fire and our lives were forever changed. We lost our home 
of 10 years and all of our belongings.  

What followed was a tidal wave of kindness and generosity that is hard 
to describe.  The enormity of our loss was eclipsed by the kindness that was 
bestowed on us by the wonderful people of Amherst.  Your cards, words of 
encouragement, offers of shelter from friends and,  incredibly, from people 
we had never even met, along with gifts from your hearts and homes were 
positively overwhelming.  

Words fail to express our appreciation  to our friends, neighbors and to 
complete strangers who offered their support to us during this time of cri-
sis for our family.  We could not help but feel like George and Mary Bailey 
at the end of the holiday classic...”It’s a Wonderful Life”, and it was the peo-
ple of Amherst who made that feeling possible.  Your support has given us 
the gift of hope for our future.

We would also be remiss if we did not extend our appreciation to the 
firefighters from Amherst, Merrimack, Mont Vernon and Bedford.  They 
responded quickly and acted swiftly in saving as much of our home and our 
family pictures as was humanly possible.

We are truly lucky to live in a town like Amherst where friends and 
strangers respond with empathy and kindness to help others.

We wish everyone a happy and healthy New Year!

	 	 	 	 	 With	Deepest	Gratitude,
	 	 	 	 	 The	Tully	Family
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst

In Defense of Capitalism and  
Free Markets
To the editor:

We are in a recession, global markets are suffering, markets are down 35 
percent, unemployment is 6.7 percent, and General Motors and Chrysler 
are bankrupt.

With talk of $1 trillion government bailouts, it is all the rage to blame our 
economic crisis on capitalism and propose greater government regulation.  
Our economy thrives because government interference is minimal, but re-
cent events have led some pundits to challenge this basic idea.

Our economic troubles encourage some to blame, without challenge, 
capitalism and free markets.

No conclusion could be more fundamentally wrong, farther from the 
truth, or inflict greater harm on our economy, standard of living, and free-
dom.

In fact, today’s economic crisis was caused by neither capitalism nor free 
markets – but by failed government regulation of sub-prime real estate 
mortgages.

Since the 1990s, Washington policymakers forced banks to make high-
risk loans.  Today’s economic crisis occurred from government regulation 
of sub-prime real estate mortgages.  The culprit is not capitalism and free 
markets but failed government policies.

Our capitalist, free-market economy is so productive and strong precise-
ly because it generates more jobs, innovation, and freedom.

We lead the world in economic growth, job creation, higher incomes, 
and productivity because capitalism and free markets encourage individu-
als and firms, large and small, to create jobs and wealth.  Small businesses 
produce most jobs in the U.S., accounting for three quarters of jobs in New 
Hampshire.

The only “alternative” to capitalism and free markets is more government 
regulation, but that created today’s crisis.  Do you really want more govern-
ment regulation, which predictably will harm our economy and reduce our 
standard of living?

Societies in Europe regulate their economies vastly more than we do, 
and predictably have fewer jobs, smaller economies, and lower standards 
of living.

As we struggle with the fallout from Washington’s disastrously failed 
policy of regulating sub-prime mortgages, keep two rules in mind.

Rule One:  we owe our prosperity to capitalism and free markets, these 
always lead to economic recovery, and the culprit is government regula-
tion.

Rule Two:  When in doubt, refer to Rule One.
Be afraid, be very afraid, when critics blame capitalism.  What they want 

is greater government control of our economy and our lives.
To protect the world’s most productive economy and our standard of liv-

ing, we need free markets – not inept government regulation.
 

	 	 	 	 	 Bill	Martel
	 	 	 	 	 Bedford

 
Bill Martel is on the faculty of The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts Universi-

ty in Medford, Massachusetts and resides in Bedford.  His most recent book, Victory in War: 
Foundations of Modern Military Policy (Cambridge, 2007), has received critical acclaim.

Amherst Land Proposal
To the editor:

I am befuddled by the assertions contained in Mr. Schmida’s letter re-
garding the actual cost of the proposed land boondoggle in Amherst.

If his contention is that somewhere between 3 and 4 thousand dollars 
is lost in year ONE (1) for each home built on this property, I might agree 
with his assertion We need, however, to address the loss of revenue forev-
er and not the first year. It is undeniably certain that the purchase of this 
property by the Town is a perpetual net loss of tax revenue. To suggest that 
every home ever built in Amherst, or any town, produces an annual net 
loss of revenue forever is, well, preposterous. This would necessarily result 
in bankruptcy as town costs would exceed revenues each and every year. 
Since this has not happened in over 200 years of Amherst’s existence it ap-
pears the facts are irrefutable.

Apparently the comment in my previous letter addressing the costs 
of education in Amherst was either ignored or overlooked in the rush to 
whitewash the true long term negative economic impact of purchasing 
this land. One might think, after decades of employing this “net cost ploy” 
as a means to hold the line on taxes by the purchase of lands, the voters 
would be immune to its inaccuracy especially when taxes increase yearly! It 
should be noted that, should those few Amherst residents who wish to pre-
serve and enjoy the pristine views, bountiful wildlife, serenity and peaceful 
surroundings offered by this property choose to do so, they certainly are 
welcomed to purchase the property with their personal funds, just not the 
funds of EVERY generation to come.

	 	 	 	 	 Peter	Hansen
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst

If Only We Could Return To Our 
Traditional Fiscal Prudence
To the editor:

In a recent letter I listed some of the many new and increased taxes and 
fees bills that are being presented to the NH Legislature. As a result a num-
ber of readers have inquired as to the fiscal state of New Hampshire, so I’ll 
offer this brief summery.

Revenues have fallen substantially in the past 15 months. Had we not 
increased the budget by 17.5% for the fiscal years 08 and 09 (ending June 
30, 2009) we would have experienced a rather slight short-fall, but that 
is not the case. The deficit for this two year budget is estimated to be 
$245,000,000. Executive order cuts, increased taxes, bonding building aid, 
and a reduction bill, to be taken up by the House on January 28, 2009, will 
bring the deficit down to $65,000,000. This is an optimistic estimate. We 
have a Rainy Day fund of $89,000,000 that can be utilized; however a re-
duction in this fund will reduce the state bond rating. This will increase the 
cost of borrowing for the state, counties, cities and towns. As such it would 
be prudent to keep this substantial rainy day fund in tact. If so, the Gover-
nor and legislature must decide where we obtain an additional $65,000,000 
in savings when there are only 5 months remaining in the biannual budget. 
We have already bonded roads and school construction aid rather than uti-
lize our traditional practice of using general state revenues to pay for these 
projects. We simply can’t put more “on the credit card.”

Then there is the next two year budget that will start on July 1, 2009 .If we 
simply repeat the current adjusted budget (July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009), 
without considering any increases such as entitlements, and no revenue 
growth, the projected deficit will be $521,000,000 for the 2010 – 2011 fiscal 
term. So in order to submit a balanced budget to the NH House as required 
by law, substantial additional cuts will be needed.

The good news is that our state still ranks high among all other states. 
We are number one in the categories of a favorable tax climate, healthiest 
state, and standard of living. We are number two in the categories of lowest 
crime rate and child and family well-being.

If only we could return to our traditional fiscal prudence.

	 	 	 	 	 Robert	H.	Rowe,
	 	 	 	 	 Representative	for	Milford			

	 	 	 	 	 and	Amherst

Budgets Need to be Reevaluated 
and Reduced
To the editor:

Every year the Amherst budgeters gather to determine a tax increase that 
they believe the voters will accept. Then, based on this increase, they con-
jure up a proposed budget that they believe the voters will not defeat. This 
year is no exception. Even with two years of declining enrollment the school 
budget has increased. The town warrants are numerous. This year is differ-
ent. Some may not have received the word, HEY GUYS, there is a recession 
out there.

In addition to those unemployed, another group that has been hit hard 
by the declining economy is the retired and the elderly. This group lives on 
a relatively fixed income and find it hard to afford tax increases. Many of 
these people have lived in Amherst for years and, when they were working, 
have approved budget increases. Even after they retired they approved bud-
gets. Now they need some consideration. To quote the President’s inaugu-
ral speech “…a nation cannot prosper long when it favors only the prosper-
ous. “I am suggesting that all Amherst’s proposed budgets be reevaluated 
and reduced. Even a democratic Congress will be considering a “stimulus” 
package that probably will involve some individual tax relief.  Failing to do 
this I am calling on the voters to reject the proposed budgets and spending 
warrants. Even if the proposed budgets fail, the default budgets are not that 
much lower.

My voice alone is insufficient to influence the budgeters. I entreat all those 
who agree with me to make their voices heard. Attend the deliberative ses-
sions during the first week in February. Additionally, write letters to the se-
lectmen and school board members to acquaint them with your opinions. 
Letters to the newspaper editors may influence other voters.

I would like to quote the President once more. “And those of us who man-
age the public’s dollars will be held to account -- to spend wisely, reform bad 
habits, and do our business in the light of day -- because only then can we 
restore the vital trust between a people and their government”.

 
	 	 	 	 	 Joe	Esposito
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst


