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Robert (Bob) Dec-
areau PhD, died on 
January 18, 2009 in 
Nashua, NH.

Robert Vincent 
Decareau was born on 
May 26, 1926 in Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts, 
the first-born child of 
Amos Decareau and 
Mabel (LaRue) Dec-
areau.

Robert was educated 
in and lived in Arling-
ton and Burlington, 
Massachusetts.  Upon 
graduation from Ar-
lington High School in 1943 he en-
listed in the U.S. Navy.  He served as 
an anti aircraft Gunner on the air-
craft carrier USS Randolph CV-15, 
surviving two Kamikaze attacks.  
After serving his country in the 
Navy, Robert returned to Massa-
chusetts and enrolled at the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts at Amherst, 
earning a Bachelors of Science in 
1949 and a Masters of Chemistry in 
1951.  During the Korean Conflict, 
Decareau was commissioned a 1st 
Lt. in the Army and was stationed 
in Linz, Austria.  There he met and 
married his wife of 56 years, Rosa 
Kaiser.

Returning to the U.S., Robert 
earned a Doctorate in Chemistry in 
1955.  There he was a charter mem-
ber of the PhiTau Sigma Honor So-
ciety.

Robert worked as a research and 
development scientist for Raytheon, 
developing microwave energy food 
applications.  His work was signifi-
cant to the progress of creating the 
microwave oven for use in the mod-
ern cooking field.  He was one of the 
first to call himself a food scientist 
in a new field of Food Technology.  
He worked for the TJ Lipton Co., 
developing freeze-drying processes 
for their food products.  In the six-
ties, he worked for Litton Industries 
of Palo Alto, CA, developing mi-
crowave ovens soon to be found in 
modern commercial kitchens.  Lat-
er, Robert worked for research and 
development at U.S. Army Natick 
Laboratories, developing food-pro-
cessing techniques for Military and 
space exploration applications.  

He published several books on 
microwave power.  He was a found-

ing member of the In-
ternational Microwave 
Power Institute, the 
founder of the scientif-
ic journal published by 
the institute, serving as 
editor for many years.  
He received the IMPI 
Fellow Award.  In ad-
dition, he was lauded as 
Mr. Microwave by his 
peers at Natick Labo-
ratories.  Dr. Decareau 
worked tirelessly as a 
consultant for many 
food companies devel-
oping many products 

and foods common in the modern 
home.

Robert was a devoted husband, 
proud and loving father, grand-
father and great-grandfather.  He 
was a communicant of St. Patrick’s 
church in Milford, where he served 
as a lector and sang in the choir.  
Bob enjoyed classical piano music, 
dancing, playing tennis, chess, ski-
ing and following the Red Sox.  In 
later years, he enjoyed his kitty cat, 
drives in the country and keeping 
company in the garden with Rosa.  
Bob and Rosa enjoyed traveling, 
Germany and Austria were favorite 
destinations. 

Robert was predeceased by his 
parents and a sister, Jeanette Dec-
areau.

He is survived by his bride of 56 
years, Rosa Decareau of Amherst; 
four daughters and sons-in-law, 
Annlise Heatherington of Milford, 
Erica Daly of Hollis, NH, Karen and 
Shepley Ross of Auburn, ME, Ma-
ria and Denis Petit of Merrimack; 
two sons and daughters-in-law, Lo-
ren and Katia Decareau, Dave and 
Marlene Decareau all of Nashua; 
seven grandchildren and one great-
grandson; a brother, Paul Decareau 
of Newbury Park, CA; a niece and a 
nephew in California.

In lieu of flowers, donations in 
his memory may be made to the 
Alzheimer’s Association, 1 Bed-
ford Farms Drive, Suite 105, Bed-
ford, NH  03110.  Smith & Heald 
Funeral Home, Milford, is handling 
arrangements.  To leave an on-
line condolence, please go to www.
smith-heald.com

Obituaries

Robert Decareau

Ruth Lillian Gray
Ruth Lillian Gray, 93, of Bedford 

and formerly of Andover, MA,
died on January 21, 2009 after a 

brief illness. Born on January 3, 1916 
in Greenfield, Massachusetts, she 
was the daughter of the late Frank 
A. and Lillian (Chapleau) Yeaw. She 
graduated from Greenfield High 
School, Northampton School, and 
Skidmore College in 1937.

She taught music in the public 
schools of Chatham, NY and West

Hartford, CT before moving to 
Medford, Massachusetts where she 
served as music supervisor from 
1946 until her retirement in 1981.

In 1964 she married Guy Gray, 
who died in 1972. Her brother, 
Frank W. Yeaw, died in 2001.

She was a member of the Nation-
al Society of the Children of the 

American Revolution and the Na-
tional Grange, as well as the Mas-
sachusetts Retired Teachers Asso-
ciation.

Survivors include nieces, Barba-
ra Carpenter of Fryeburg, Maine; 
Marilyn Hesser and her husband 
Andy of Richland, Washington; 
and Susan Heaton and her husband 
Robert of Amherst, NH. ; grand-
nieces Sara Carpenter-Mollica, Me-
linda Johnson, and Heather Ander-
son; and grand-nephews Michael 
Carpenter, Greg Felton, Kenneth 
Heaton, and Kevin Heaton.

Burial will be in the Green River 
Cemetery in Greenfield, Massachu-
setts at a later date. Cremation Soci-
ety of NH is responsible for her re-
mains.

Bring Lawyers, Guns and Money
To the editor:

 Am I the only one who thinks the new traffic pattern seems as if its cre-
ators never actually went to the place and watched how it is used? It’s a clas-
sic case of what works on paper bearing no relation to reality. When the 
usual assortment of SUVs, pickup trucks, minivans, and cars converge on 
the new dumpsters, Boston driving tactics quickly become essential and 
road rage is likely to break out on any given Saturday. Check your insurance. 
Prepare fingers.

 The most glaring problem so far is that area by the dumpsters isn’t wide 
enough to allow, say, a Chevy Tahoe or full-size pickup truck with a typi-
cal 12-foot-long utility trailer (29 feet of articulated moving metal) to swing 
right, then back in to the dumpsters, except opposite the exit. Simply turn-
ing left into a spot won’t work because the trailer will block traffic. And 
backing left into a vacant spot won’t work because the average driver behind 
a trailer sits three feet off the rear of the trailer and won’t back up. Or can’t 
because the person behind them won’t budge.

 Just wait until there are half a dozen people with trailers trying to pull 
into vacant spots by the new dumpsters, others without trailers are vying 
for the same spots and still others are trying to sneak around the folks with 
the trailers to get to the exit. There will be accidents, altercations, argu-
ments, and general chaos. As Warren Zevon put it, “Bring lawyers, guns and 
money, the scat has hit the fan.”

 Workers at the dump expect this train wreck to be compounded when 
the brush pile is moved to spot where the trash dumpsters used to be. Then 
people dumping brush will have to merge back into the incoming line, 
which even on a cold January Saturday stretches out nearly to Route 101. I 
just can’t wait until summer weekends when a quarter of the vehicles show-
ing up have trailers full of yard debris.

 The dump guys also claim the geniuses who devised this entropic pocket 
of vehicular mayhem didn’t waste any time talking with the people who 
work there. Too bad. Several of those men have worked at this and similar 
facilities for years, and just might have had a few useful insights. Imagine 
that.

 Our tax dollars at work.
 

	 	 	 	 	 Noel	Ward
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst
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Article 38 raises $40,000 to support 
health and human services used by 
Amherst citizens.  Ms. Peterman 
said, “I believe the money should be 
put back into the budget at the de-
liberative session.”

Ms. Ludt praised the board for 
their judgment but said that she 
didn’t understand the process of 
pulling certain costs out of the bud-
get and making them articles.  “If 
you think they are valuable and es-
sential services, why not responsibly 
put them in the budget,” she asked.

Chairman, Bruce Bowler an-
swered, “If we did that, the budget 
wouldn’t pass.”  He continued, “We 
are allowing the voters to have their 
say on articles, whether they want 
to spend the money.”

When Ms. Ludt said, “We elected 
you for your wisdom and judgment,” 
selectman George Infanti respond-
ed that they do have the wisdom to 
put together the budget even if she 
didn’t think so and “I have faith in 
the voters.”

The Town of Amherst Delib-
erative session is scheduled for 
Wednesday, February 4 at 7:00 p.m. 
at SHS.

Souhegan Cooperative 
School District

The school board is expecting 
the student population at the high 
school to decline by 36 students.  

They have reduced staffing in regu-
lar education and special education.  
The proposed budget, $17,730,722 
reflects the staff reductions and has 
an increase in spending of $362,200 
(2.09%).  Article 3 raises $40,000 
from the year end surplus to be 
transferred to the School Mainte-
nance Fund.

The Souhegan School District 
Deliberative Session is scheduled 
for Tuesday, February 3 at 7:00 p.m. 
at Souhegan High School.

Amherst School District
The Amherst School District 

Board introduced an operating bud-
get for 2010 of $23,163,153.  This is 
an increase in spending of $452,473 
(1.99%).  The increase includes re-
payment of the renovation bond of 
$241,604.

The school board is projecting a 
decline in number of students K-8 of 
51.  Reflecting the reduction in stu-
dents is a reduction in professional 
staff of 5.4 and 4.5 reduction in sup-
port staff.  Article 13 raises $51,849 
to cover increases in salaries and 
benefits included in the collective 
bargaining agreement between the 
school board and the Amherst Sup-
port Staff Association. 

The Amherst School District De-
liberative Session is scheduled for 
Thursday, February 5 at 7:00 p.m. at 
Souhegan High School.

Funding for Non-Profits Needs To Be Part of Operating Budget
To the editor:

There are the non-profit agencies that make re-
quests to the Town for small amounts of money.  
It is for clients they serve who are Amherst citi-
zens.   These are not people looking for handouts 
but people who turn to these non-profit agencies 
for a helping hand. 

These non-profit agencies could not exist with 
out financial help from many sources including 
from the towns in the Nashua region.   The finan-
cial requests by the non-profit organizations vary 
depending on the number of clients in the town.    
If it were not for these non-profit agencies, the 
cost of their services might fall to the town.   It 
would not be possible for the town to duplicate 
these services without much larger expenditures 
if at all.   

These financial requests are accounted for 
each year by documentation provided to the Se-
lectmen by the agencies.  There are no financial 
requests if there are no Amherst clients being 
served in that year.  Any new funding requests 
are voted on by the Town Meeting before being 
added to the budget.

Funding for these non-profit organizations has 
always been included in a line in the budget de-
scribed as Health Agencies and Hospitals.  This 
year for the first time in my 32 years as an Am-
herst citizen and former Selectman, the Board of 
Selectmen zeroed out this line item and placed 

it in a separate warrant article.  They made this 
decision not because they do not support the ex-
penditure, but because it would increase the bud-
get’s bottom line.   The requests for this year were 
slightly over $50,000.00 or about $.025 on the tax 
rate. 

These are a list of the non-profit agencies re-
questing a financial aid. 

1. St. John Neuman Food Pantry –food for 3 
meals a day for 15 days)

2. Child Advocacy (court appointed)advocates for 
abused and neglected children

3. Big Brother’s and Sister’s-program for boys 
and girls lacking a mentor. 

4. Host Homes – helps children in crisis by pro-
viding homes in area for them to live.

5. Bridges-support and advocacy for victims of 
domestic and sexual violence

6. Nashua Community Council-medical screening 
and treatment

7. Home Health and Hospice Care-
8. Keystone Hall- out patient services and help 

for substance abuse
9. Opportunity Networks- placement and coun-

seling for developmentally disabled
10. Nashua area healthcare- family planning, 

pediatric care, pre-natal care

11. St. Joe’s Community Services- meals on 
wheels

12. Child Advocacy Center- works with police and 
schools investigating reported cases of child 
abuse neglect etc.

13. Nashua Mediation Services –mediation ser-
vices  for families, individuals and community 
groups 

14. NH Association for the blind
15. Souhegan Interfaith Housing Corp (Parkhurst 

Place) senior affordable housing and services 
and activities for Amherst seniors.

Amherst is one of the wealthiest towns in the 
region served by these non-profit organizations    
Helping our fellow citizens is a matter of will.  Ei-
ther we will or we will not.  I believe that helping 
people by contributing to these organizations is 
the right thing to do especially now when times 
are tough - neighbors helping neighbors.

I encourage those attending the deliberative 
session on February 4, 2009 to offer an amend-
ment to the budget to restore the money for line 
item 4415.

	 	 	 Sincerely,
	 	 	 Marilyn	Peterman
	 	 	 Amherst
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Peter C. Camello
350 Main Street, Nashua, NH 03060
(603) 883-1587 F (603) 881-8506
peter.camello@foyinsurance.com

www.foyinsurance.com

In 1738, the finest craftsmen built your home by hand.
Will your insurance company pay to restore it?

Probably not, unless you have the Restorationist policy from

Middlesex Mutual. Call us today for a brochure and competitive

quote for your antique home.

We’re with you.

Facing Divorce?
It doesn’t have to be a war.

Get information on your options:
� Collaborative Law
� Unbundled Services
� Mediation

Amherst � phone 672.0770 
www.nhdivorce.com

Wilton – phone 654-5000
www.nhdivorce.com

Quality • Service • Value

Retail Store • Rte 101A
Lumber Yard • Rte 122

Amherst, NH • 673-3130

603-673-5037 x104
43 Ledgewood Drive • Milford, NH

www.emeritus.com

Next Issue:  February 10
Deadline: February4

Readers: Please let our advertisers know that you saw their ad in 
The Amherst Citizen. Without their support, we would not be able 

to publish the news and views that are important to you!


