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It’s About Conservation

Martin Support Encouraged
By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

Warrant Article 24 makes possible long-term op-
portunities for every Amherst resident.  This arti-
cle authorizes the Board of Selectmen to purchase 
the open lands of the 104-acre Martin property.  
The purchase will be accomplished with funds 
drawn from the open space bonding authority ap-
proved by the voters in 2005.  Article 24 is sup-
ported by the Ways and Means Committee with 
7 in favor and none opposed.  The purchase is also 
recommended unanimously by the Amherst Con-
servation Commission (ACC), the Planning Board, 
and the Open Space Advisory Committee (OSAC).  
Now it’s up to the voters to add their support to-
wards purchasing this beautiful land.
The Deal

Last fall the Martin family placed their proper-
ty located at the end of Fellows Farm Road on the 
market.  They stipulated that; 1) the sale would be 
consummated in a single transaction with a single 
buyer for the entire property, and 2) even though 
listed with a professional real estate agent, the 
Town would have a narrow window to arrive at a 
purchase and sale agreement without incurring a 
broker’s fee.

The OSAC immediately contracted for apprais-
als to be done by a Nashua-based appraiser on the 
property as a whole and on portions of the prop-
erty.  Conversations also began with the Bedford 
Conservation Commission (BCC) and Land Trust 
to determine Bedford’s interest in 43 acres of the 
property lying in Bedford.  The Bedford parcel ad-
joins the Pulpit Rock Reservation and will com-
pliment greatly that protected scenic natural and 
trail reserve.

The appraisals were received and, although sig-
nificantly below the family’s asking price, were 
accepted by the Martins, OSAC and the Bedford 
Conservation Commission.  The purchase and sale 
agreement was signed by the Board of Selectmen 
following two public hearings just in time to avoid 
any brokerage fee.
Some Numbers
Total Property 104 acres
Bedford Parcel   37 acres
Amherst Land    67  acres
To be sold with home   14 +/- acres    
     with a conservation easement

Original Listing Price $2,950,000
Total Purchase Cost 1,890,000   
     plus professional fees
Bedford Purchase 296,000
Estimated Home Sale 870,000 +/- 
Amount to be bonded 724,000 +/-
Approximate tax impact $0.053/ $1,000 +/-  
 evaluation

Bottom Line
When all the trans-

actions are completed, 104 acres will be protected 
from further development.  The 37 acres in Bed-
ford will be managed by the Bedford Conservation 
Commission as an extension of their Pulpit Rock 
Reservation.  The 67 acres of conservation land in 
Amherst will be managed by the Amherst Conser-
vation Commission.  

The Amherst parcel includes beautiful hay fields, 
a 60-mile viewshed, and mature hardwoods.  (There 
is an area of big sugar maples that reach eight feet 
in circumference.)  The protected land lies within 
the wildlife corridor and greenway endorsed by the 
Amherst Master Plan.  There is a good potential 
for trails to connect present and planned trails in 
both towns.  The property will add protection to 
Pulpit Brook flowing 350 feet below the property 
height of land and to the brook’s watershed that 
continues through the ACC Joppa Hill Farm and 
Bragdon Farm properties.

Criteria were established by the Open Space Ad-
visory Committee in consultation with the Forest 
Society for the acquisition of open space in Am-
herst (please see side-bar).  The Martin parcels 
meet those criteria.  As Robert Heaton says, “It is 
a wonderful example of land that the Open Space 
Bond Warrant Article was designed to protect.”

All that said about the beauty, the openness, the 
benefits to walkers, water, and wildlife – I don’t see 
this warrant article as a shoe-in.  If you believe in 
keeping the important open spaces we enjoy today 
open for now and for generations yet to be born, 
you need to support Article 24.  Do this at the de-
liberative session February 4, the polls and with 
your friends, service clubs and associates.

Please do it!  Thank you.

Town News

Traditional Storytimes
Regular storytimes are underway!
Our current session will run for 8 

weeks through the end of February.
No registration is required, please 

come when you can!
Babies-2 meet on Tuesdays at 10am
2 year olds meet on Tuesdays at 11:15am
3 year olds meet on Wednesdays at 11am
4 and up meet on Wednesdays at 3:30

Saturday, Jan. 31 at 10:30: Honk! Jr.  
Join us for a sneak peek into this year’s AMS musical: 

Honk! Jr.  This 20 minute musical presentation will be 
followed by a fun craft.  Great for the whole family!  No 
registration is required. 
All Day Craft: Wednesday, Feb. 11 from 10-5

Drop in the Children’s Room anytime from 10-5 to 
make a Valentine for someone you love.  No registration 
is required.  All ages welcome!
School Vacation Week

We have planned an exciting variety of activities for 
February Vacation.

Join us for some free family fun! 

AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY
Amy Lapointe, Library Director
14 Main St., Amherst NH 
Phone 673-2288  Fax 672-6063
email: library@amherst.lib.nh.us
web http://www.amherst.lib.nh.us
Mon-Thu, 9:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Fri & Sat, 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sun, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 24 from 2-4: Diary of a 
Wimpy Kid Quiz Game and Diary-Mak-

ing Event.
(Or as Greg Heffley would say, it 

isn’t a DIARY it is a JOURNAL)
Join us for a fun quiz game (yes, 

there will be prizes) followed by a 
craft. 

Registration IS required for this 
event, open to 3rd graders and Up.

Wednesday, Feb. 25 from 10-4: 
Make a Museum!

The Johnson Meeting Room will 
be temporarily transformed into 

Amherst’s own premiere collection 
of Children’s Art. Join us anytime 

during the day to create your own 
masterpiece, right on the wall! NO reg-

istration is required, all ages welcome.
The Gallery Hokey-Pokey will be open for 

4 weeks and available for public viewing during 
library hours.

Thursday, Feb. 26 at 6:30: Movie Showing: Night 
at the Museum

Join us for a Family Movie Night in the library’s 
own Gallery Hokey-Pokey (see above).

 The movie will start promptly at 6:30, runs for 
110min and is rated PG.

No registration is required. Popcorn will be served.  
Please bring a pillow.  

PJ’s are always welcome!
Friday, Feb 27 from 2-4: Hot Wheels Party
Do you love Hot Wheels?  Join us anytime to drive 

your hot wheels on a giant map of Amherst! 
Race them on our special racetrack! Play a rousing 

game of Red Light, Green Light!
 Fun stories about cars will also be read periodical-

ly throughout the event.  

tificates from programs in Spain 
and Italy. She teaches guitar at the 
University of Connecticut and at a 
private studio in Vernon, Connecti-
cut.  Judy is co-founder of the Con-
necticut Classical Guitar Society, 
one of the largest organizations of 
its kind in the country.  Mark start-
ed playing guitar at age 11 and soon 
began working with rock and blues 
bands. He also became interested 
in other styles of guitar music in-
cluding jazz, classical and interna-
tional.  Mark has composed songs 
and instrumental music, worked 
with synthesizer orchestration, and 

learned the art of studio record-
ing.  He plays an array of guitars 
including classical, jazz archtop, a 
12 string, an electric and gypsy gui-
tar.  He also has several mandolins, 
a Brazilian mandolin (bandolim) 
and a Puerto Rican cuatro.  His ver-
satility has given him the opportu-
nity to play in groups ranging from 
duos to big bands.  Mark’s passion 
for guitar and mandolin music has 
led him to research music through-
out the world and his creative ideas 
have been the stimulus for most of 
the arrangements performed by the 
group.

So excited you want to sign up 
for the rest of the series?  Just con-
tact us and mark March 22 with 
Matt and Shannon Heaton in Con-
cert and April 19 with The Laszlo 
Gardony Jazz Trio.  All events are 
free and open to the public.  To reg-
ister for any of these programs, call 
the Amherst Town Library at 673-
2288, email library@amherst.lib.
nh.us , or visit the Library’s web site 
at http://www.amherst.lib.nh.us 
and click on the calendar icon, la-
beled “Calendar of Events” on the 
homepage.

u Concert at the Amherst Town Library   continued from page 1

“Model Forest” Tour at Joe English 
Reservation, February 28, 2009

The Forest Guild, a national organization of professional for-
esters, headquartered in Santa Fe, NM has designated over 1,200 
acres of the Amherst Conservation Commission’s forested lands 
as a “Model Forest”.

Amherst’s forests have joined a select group of exemplary 
model forests nationwide. Join the Amherst Conservation Com-
mission and the Forest Guild for a celebration of this designation 
with a walk through of a timber harvest area in the Joe English 
Reservation (dress appropriately; snowshoes may be necessary),

Peabody Mill Environmental Center
Joe English Reservation, end of Brook Road
Amherst, NH
Saturday, February 28, 2009; 10:00am – 1:00 pm
532-6118; 673-5467

AGENDA
10:00 – 10:15
Introduction & Brief History of ACC’s Management Plan and Ac-
tions – Charlie Koch
10:15-10:30
Introduction & Award of Model Forest Designation – 
Bob Perschel (Forest Guild); John Harvey (ACC); Charlie Koch
10:30-1:00
Timber Harvest Tour – Joe English Reservation
Bicentennial and Hemlock Trails

Peabody Mill Environmental Center  
Winter Programs

Our snowshoe rentals have been 
very popular and we’re gearing up 
for some great programs.  Here is a 
list of programs that we have sched-
uled in January.
Leave No Child Inside - An 
Evening in the Woods

Send your child to the PMEC to 
reconnect with nature!   The Joe 
English reservation is an enchant-
ing place at night.  Your child will 
love outdoor activities such as star 
gazing, night hikes, and observing 
animal habitats.  Once inside, chil-
dren will enjoy snacks, games and 
crafts. Each child will come home 
with a nature themed craft.  Chil-
dren must be school aged.  Please 
dress your child in appropriate out-
door clothing.
Children grades K-8.
When:  Fridays - 2/13, 3/13
Where:  PMEC
Time:  6:00-9:00PM
Fee:  $20 Amherst Resident/night, 
$30 Nonresident/night

Animal Tracking-Snowshoe 
Hike

Learn some tracking basics and 
explore the Joe English woods look-
ing for clues of where animals are in 
the winter.  Snowshoes are available 
if needed.  Instructor: PMEC Natu-
ralist
When:  Saturdays - 1/17, 1/24, 
2/14, 2/21, 3/14 & 3/21
Where:  PMEC
Time:  2:00-3:00PM
Fee:  $6 Amherst Resident, $8 
Nonresident

$15 Amherst Resident family (3+ 
people), $20 Nonresident family 
(3+ people)

Under the Moon Hikes
Join us for stories and a walk in 

the woods along easy paths that
accommodate people of all ages.  

Let PMEC staff help you find your 
way around the night sky.   Bring a 
flashlight to help you navigate un-
even terrain.
When:    Full Moon Hikes
    Saturday, 2/7 at 7:00PM
    Friday, 3/13 at 7:00PM
    New Moon Hikes
    Saturday, 1/24 at 7:00PM
    Friday, 2/27 at 7:00PM
    Friday, 3/27 at 7:00PM
Where: PMEC or pre arranged site-
Participant will be notified.
Fee:  $6 Amherst Resident, $8 
Nonresident
    $15 Amherst Resident family (3+ 
people), $20 Nonresident family 
(3+ people)

Leave No Child Inside- School 
Vacation Day Programs

Are you wondering what your 
children will do on their school 
vacation days?  Send them to the 
PMEC where they’ll spend the day 
learning about and enjoying na-
ture!   Content topics vary from day 
to day depending on weather.  Enjoy 
indoor & outdoor activities such as 
Hiking, Fishing, Animal Tracking, 
Nature Crafts, Songs, Stories, and 
Games!   Bring snack, drink(s), and 
lunch (if staying all day).  Dress your 
child in appropriate clothing in-

cluding layers for outdoor activities.  
Please pack an extra set of clothing, 
shoes, and socks.

When:  Monday 1/19 (MLK Day), 
Monday 2/16 (Teacher Inservice), 
Monday

2/23- Friday 2/27 (Winter Re-
cess)
Where:  PMEC
Time:  Half Day 9:00AM-Noon or 
1:00-4:00PM
    Full Day 7:30AM-5:30PM
Fee: $20 Half Day Amherst Resi-
dent, $30 Half Day Nonresident
    $40 Full Day Amherst Resident, 
$50 Full Day Nonresident
    $175 Full Week Amherst Resi-
dent, $185 Full Week Nonresident

National Community Service 
Day

Join PMEC for a National Day of 
community service.  Have a little 
cabin fever?  Want to just have fun 
outdoors & feel good about it?  En-
joy the camaraderie of working with 
your friends and neighbors as you 
help PMEC with some volunteer 
projects.  Perhaps we can even be-
gin to explore some citizen science 
opportunities.   Please contact us if 
you are interested in joining us.
When:  Monday 1/19
Where:  PMEC
Time:  9:00-2:00PM
Fee:  None

Poetry - A Fireside Chat
Join poet Ala Khaki for an after-

noon of exploring nature through 
poetry.
When:  Saturday, 1/31

Where:  PMEC
Time:  2:00PM
Fee:  $5 Amherst Residents, $6 
Nonresidents

Snowshoe Rentals
Snowshoes are available in a vari-

ety of sizes for <30 lbs. to >220 lbs. 
If you can walk, you can snowshoe! 
Rent in person during PMEC hours 
of operation.
When:  Monday & Tuesday 9AM-
1PM
    Friday, Saturday & Sunday 12:00-
4:00PM
Fee:  $6 per resident / $8 per non-
resident maximum four hour usage 
or $20 for 24 hour rental
$15 Amherst Resident family (3+ 
people), $20 Nonresident family 
(3+ people)

GPS Rentals
Have you always wanted to use a 

GPS, but don’t even know how they 
work? Rent a GPS unit!  Basic in-
struction is available.  Rent in per-
son during

PMEC hours of operation.
When:  Monday & Tuesday 9AM-
1PM
    Friday, Saturday & Sunday 12:00-
4:00PM
Fee:  $10

If you have any questions, please 
feel free reply to this e-mail or call 
us at 673-1141 or the Amherst Rec-
reation Department at 673-6248.  
Register online at www.amherstrec.
org. All programs require pre-regis-
tration.

Honor your Public 
Servants at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church
3 Craftsman Lane 
Amherst, NH 03031-2231
www.stpaul-amherst.org

You are invited to a Public Servants’
Day Recognition Potluck on Sunday,
February 8th following our worship
service at 9:30. We will take this time
to honor our local public servants. We
will also write Valentine Cards to send
to our troops overseas.
For more information call us at 821-9891 or visit: www.stpaul-amherst.org

Pastor Joel Petermann  Pastor Brian Schuessler
pastor@stpaul-amherst.org  pastorschuessler@stpaul-amherst.org

PARKHURST PLACE 
11 Veterans Road, Amherst, NH 03031

ATTEnTion SEnioRS!!!
oPEn HoUSE: Wed. 2-5, Fri. 9-5

Features:
• Beautiful Country setting
•	 Non-profit	independent	living		

community for Seniors
•	 Large	function	and	activity	rooms
•	 Library	with	fireplace
• Community garden
• Scenic walking trails
• Screened gazebo
• Carports with storage

Services:
• Regular health screeings 

and clinics
•	 Planned	social	activities	

and functions
• Wellness and exercise 

programs

Come Visit Us!
From Wal-Mart in Amherst, head 
west on 101A (Amherst St) 1 mile. 
Take right on Veterans Rd. 1/4 
mile on right.

One bedroom apartments 
available,	only	$1,100	a	month,	
heat and hot water included.

b
For more information and current special incentives,

contact Vera at Stewart Property Management, 
P. 0. Box 10540, Bedford, NH 03110 (603) 641-2163     

TDD Access

Office Now Open
www.thenorwoodgroup.com

46 Route 101A  Amherst, NH
603-673-1775

REDUCED
MONT VERNON, NH

Open concept Contemporary 
Cape 6 rms, 3 bdrms, 2 baths. 
Cathedral ceilings, fireplace, 

new maple kitchen.
$299,900  MLS# 2697158

HANCOCK, NH
Oversized 7 rm, 4 bdrms,

2 bath oversized Cape 
located on 2.90 acres.

$205,000  MLS# 2698287

NASHUA, NH
Custom built 8 rm, 5 bdrm, 

2 bath Ranch beautifully 
maintained home on 

1/2 acre lot.
$299,800  MLS# 2697163

AMHERST  $220,000
Cozy Gambrel on landscaped 

¾ acre lot. 4 bedrooms, 
3 baths, kitchen has granite 
counters, Bonus room over 

garage with separate 
staircase & ½ bath.

MLS#2734143

AMHERST  $699,900
Beautifully restored 1802 

Antique Colonial in Historic 
Amherst Village. 

4 Bedrooms, 3 baths, 3rd
 fl oor offers 2 bedrooms 
or bedroom /den suite, 
Magnifi cent great room.

MLS#2697152

www.thenorwoodgroup.com

AMHERST  $679,900
Custom built 12+ room Colonial 

located on over 6+ acres. 5 bedrooms,  
baths, large cherry kitchen, cherry 

offi ce, family room 2 room in lower level 
with au-pair or in-law potential, sun-

room, large screened porch with deck
MLS#2757076

Visit our state-of-the-art website to 
view all our featured properties and other 

Real Estate listings!

AMHERST  $499,900
Gorgeous Custom built 

Colonial located on over 1.53 
acre lot 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, 
cherry wood fl ooring through-
out, granite in kitchen & baths. 

Outdoor Stone/Granite bar 
and grill, screened porch & 

patio.  MLS#2725243


