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From the Office of The Superintendent   
of Schools SAU 39

 

The Two Percent Budgets
After the public hearings last 

week, the Amherst and the Souhe-
gan School Boards voted their pro-
posed FY10 budgets. These budgets 
reflect the times—responsible, lean 
and ready to address the essentials of 
the future. As our new president de-
clared, this is the era of responsibility, 
when each of us must understand the 
impact we have on one another, mak-
ing room for change, realizing that we 
can’t do everything we might want to 
do right away, but we won’t lose sight 
of our goals.

The 1.99% budget increase in Amherst and the 2.09% increase 
for Souhegan will fund our obligations and many fixed costs while 
allowing us to keep advancing our long-term strategic goal of im-
proving all students’ learning in all subject areas. The Literacy Ini-
tiative, begun three years ago, remains the focus of much of our 
academic funding as

we work to assure that ALL students will be able to access learn-
ing in all subject areas through the written word.

Almost 20 existing positions were cut from these budgets, elimi-
nated due to declining enrollments. Class size and programming 
were maintained. A decline in enrollment does not result in a di-
rectly proportional decline in dollars, but it offsets somewhat the 
projected 5 percent increase in electricity, 8 percent increase in 
health care benefits, and 20% increase in NH retirement contri-
butions.

The Boards acted responsibly when they delayed new programs. 
If we do this indefinitely, we would stagnate educationally. Fortu-
nately, we are in the midst of some exciting work with assessment 
and differentiation – educational “buzzwords” for a great deal of 
new learning that has begun and will carry us for several more 
years. What

remains now, is for you as citizens, to review the details of these 
budgets at the upcoming District Meetings to be held on February 
5th for Amherst and on February 3rd for Souhegan. While these 
budgets move forward, the third SAU39 District, Mont Vernon, 
will be developing their budget readying it for presentation at its 
March 13th Town Meeting.

Please take time to educate yourself about these budgets. Your 
educational systems and your towns need your thoughtful atten-
tion and civic responsibility at this time. Keep the hope for the fu-
ture alive.

	 	 	 Mary	Athey	Jennings,			Ph.D.
	 	 	 Superintendent	of	Schools,			SAU	39								

CLARK SCHOOL 2009/2010
New Student Registration For:
•  Incoming Kindergarten students, 5 years old by 

09/30/2009.
•  First Grade students - new to the district 6 years old  

by 9/30/2009.

DATE:  Wednesday, February 4, 2009
Snow date Wednesday, February 11, 2009

 

PLACE: Clark School Multi-Purpose Room
14 Foundry Street, Amherst

TIME:  9:00a.m. - 2:00p.m.
          5:00p.m. - 7:00p.m.

Please bring original birth 
certificate and immuniza-
tion records.

Students in the News

Students Named to Dean’s 
List at Florida Institute of 
Technology

MELBOURNE, FL - Philip Capu-
to, a resident of Amherst was among 
the students from Florida Institute 
of Technology who were named to 
the Dean’s List for the fall semester, 
which ended in December. Philip is 
an aviation mManagaement with 
flight major.

To be included on the Dean’s List, 
a student must complete 12 or more 
graded credits in a semester with a 
semester grade point average (GPA) 
of at least 3.4.
Saint Joseph’s College of 
Maine announces Dean’s List

Amanda Russell from Amherst 
was named to the Dean’s List for the 
fall semester at Saint Joseph’s Col-
lege in Standish, Maine. The Dean’s 
List includes students with a 3.5 to 
4.0 grade point average.
Saint Joseph’s College of 
Maine announces Honors List

Brittany Roche from Amherst 
was named to the Honors List for 
the fall semester at Saint Joseph’s 
College in Standish, Maine.  The 
Honors List includes students with 
a 3.0 to 3.49 grade point average.
University of North Carolina 
Dean’s List

Caroline Hope Smith of Am-
herst has been named to the Dean’s 
List for the Fall 2008 semester at 
the University of North Carolina 
Asheville. The Dean’s List is made 
up of full-time students who have 
achieved between 3.5 and 3.99 
grade point average. 
High Point University Dean’s 
List

Zachary Mosley of Amherst made 
High Point University’s Dean’s List 
for the Fall 2008 semester. Dean’s 
List students are those who have at-
tained a 3.5 GPA for the previous 
semester based on a 4.0 scale.
Local Student Named to  
Hamilton College Dean’s List

Amanda Jordan, daughter of Tra-
cie and Richard Jordan of Amherst, 

has been named to the Dean’s List at 
Hamilton College for the 2008 fall 
semester.  A student must achieve a 
grade point average of 90 or above 
during the term to be placed on the 
Dean’s List.  Jordan, a junior major-
ing in mathematics, is a graduate of 
Souhegan High School.
Dean’s List for Coastal  
Carolina University

CONWAY, SC  – Taylor C. Au-
brey of Amherst hs been named to 
the Dean’s List at Coastal Carolina 
University for the fall 2008 semes-
ter. To qualify for the Dean’s List, 
freshmen must earn a 3.25 grade 
point average and upperclassmen 
must earn a 3.5 grade point average; 
students must be enrolled full time.
Amherst Students Named  
To KSC Dean’s List

About 1,300 students have been 
named to the fall 2008 dean’s list at 
Keene State College. Dean’s list stu-
dents from Amherst are Erin Mar-
garet Carton, James Michael Che-
valier, Meagan Lynne Desroches, 
Julie E. Emmond, Thomas G.P. Ludt, 
Sarah Elizabeth Murray, Kristie Lee 
Pennington, Anne Elizabeth Sakel-
lar, Stephanie Ann Wirzburger and 
Rosemary Wojtas.

To qualify for the dean’s list, 
Keene State undergraduates must 
be enrolled in a degree program; 
they must have completed a mini-
mum of six credit hours in the se-
mester, receiving no failing or in-
complete grades. Students must 
achieve a 3.5 or higher grade point 
average on a 4.0 scale to earn dean’s 
list honors.
St. Christopher School  
Accepts Applications

St. Christopher School is cur-
rently accepting applications for 
the 2009-2010 school year in all 
grades, Pre-Kindergarten through 
sixth. Located at 20 Cushing Ave., 
Nashua, St. Christopher School is 
open to students of all faiths. Lim-
ited openings are also available in 
most grades for the current school 
year. Interested parents can call the 
school at 882-7442 to set up a pri-
vate tour or may attend the next 
Open House on March 22 from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Winter Parent-Child Program at 
Pine Hill Waldorf School

Parenting Talk at Milford Middle 
School on February 10

Mike Valeras Group Plays Next 
Souhegan Jazz Night Concert 

Mellissa Cooper’s Portfolio – Gold Key Winner Ryan Fay’s Portfolio – Silver Key Winner

NH Scholastic Art Awards Announced

The Souhegan High School Art Department is 
pleased to announce that the following students 
have won recognition in the NH Scholastic Art 
Awards program:

 
Melissa Cooper - Gold Key for her Art Portfolio; 
Gold Key for drawing; Teacher -Martha Rives
Sophie Gagnon - Gold Key for digital photo;  
Teacher- Kathy MacKay
Jolanthe Stosik - Gold Key for computer art; 
Teacher – Kathy Mackay
Ryan Fay - Silver Key for his Art Portfolio ; 
Teacher- Martha Rives
Meredith Foley - Silver Key for her Photography 

Portfolio; Teacher – Liz Gosselin
Abigail Janson  - Silver Key for her Art Portfolio; 
Silver Key for painting; Martha Rives
Alex Brown -      Honorable Mention for his Art 
Portfolio; Teacher – Martha Rives
Rachel Hentges - Honorable Mention for her Art 
Portfolio; Teacher- Martha Rives
Boston Hedrick - Honorable Mention for sculp-
ture; Teacher- Martha Rives
Meghan Farley -  Honorable Mention for painting; 
Teacher – Liz Gosselin
Emily Lyle -        Honorable Mention for digital 
photo; Teacher – Kathy MacKay

 

The exhibit of all awarded artwork will be 
open at Pinkerton Academy Stockbridge Theater 
building from Sunday, January 18,  to Sunday, 
February 8th. 

The awards ceremony will take place at the 
Stockbridge Theater, 5 Pinkerton St, Derry on 
Sunday, February 8th. Awards for grades 7-9 will 
take place at 11:00 AM. Awards for grades 10 - 12 
will take place at 12:00 noon.

Congratulations to  those students who have 
received recognition, and to all participating stu-
dents for your hard work and dedication to the 
Arts.

Going Public

“Getting Set for Senior Project”
January 2009

For those of you experiencing Senior Project for the first time, I 
thought I might share with you how one particular student has ap-
proached this rigorous independent study that serves as our last rite 
of passage before graduation. 

Jack and I met several times before the official kick-off of Senior 
Project. Jack has many interests, so our first conversations were 
spent tossing around ideas. A brilliant writer, he initially thought 
he might use this time to write a serious piece of fiction. One week 
later, however, he decided that he wanted to learn something new. 
He decided to ask his grandmother to teach him how to play the 
piano. Jack was all set.

The following week, Jack had a different plan. He wanted to vol-
unteer for an environmental outfit in the islands. He had a family 
connection, and although an expensive proposition, he was pretty 
excited at the opportunity. He had already identified an outside ex-
pert, and had his parents’ support. I tried to convince him to take 
me with him, but he just laughed. Jack was all set.

The day before Christmas break, Jack came into my room with yet 
another good idea. He had decided that the tropical venture was too 
costly and complicated, but that he had always wanted to know how 
to shape a surfboard. Already a surfer, this project would give him 
new skills. He had an outside expert, and Jack was all set.

In mid-January Jack presented this proposal to a panel of teach-
ers, who helped him design an essential question and discussed 
some research strategies. This meeting cements the Senior Project 
process, although some stragglers will change some aspect of their 
work midstream. Jack really is all set, though. A great kid with a 
strong work ethic and a natural curiosity, he has used his time well. 
He expressed some tentative ideas, researched their possibilities, 
and made a decision on work that would sustain him. He is now 
doing research and asking questions that is driving his new learn-
ing. He will then build his surfboard as the application of his learn-
ing, and present his work to an audience of teachers, parents, com-
munity members, and students. I know nothing about surfboards, 
but I expect to learn a lot as Jack teaches me what he is learning. 
As I attend the presentations this Spring, I will also learn about a 
wide range of topics that encompass intellectual curiosity, action 
research, hands-on learning, and a great deal of reflection.

Each time Jack has burst into my room with another good idea, I 
wonder what topic I would choose for my own Senior Project. The 
giggly young girl I was at 17 would have had no clue what to study or 
how to study. I relied on the nuns to assign my work, work that was 
based on questions taken from very heavy textbooks. The very elder-
ly me still doesn’t know how I would juggle a host of commitments 
and learn something brand new. Although there are moments I do 
envy the sheer youth and exuberance of our students, I also recog-
nize that my high school days were a thousand percent easier than 
the intellectual and social challenges our current students face.

	 	 Peggy	Silva	is	the	writing	coordinator	and		 	
	 	 literacy	coach	at	Souhegan	High	School

The Mike Valeras Group will come 
to Souhegan High School for a Night 
of Jazz on Friday February 13th at 
7:00pm. 

Formed in the rich musical breed-
ing ground of Boston, Massachu-
setts and led by guitarist Valeras, 
the band is dedicated to redefining 
modern electric jazz music, through 
the influence of those who pioneered 
the art form. As a result the group 
blends the two worlds of instrumen-
tal virtuosity and popular appeal to 
create a fresh, energetic form of fu-
sion. 

 In addition to the Mike Valeras 
Group, the Souhegan Jazz Ensemble, 
Alvirne High School Jazz Ensemble 
and the Weymouth High School Jazz 
Ensemble from Weymouth MA will 
also be featured. Admission at the 
door for the concert is $10 for adults 
and $7 for students. Any questions, 
please contact Carl Benevides, SHS 
Jazz Director at cbenevides@sprise.
com or call 673-9940 x168.

MILFORD – Parent-to-Parent 
presents the fourth of a series of five 
parent-planned interactive talks for 
parents of elementary and middle 
school students on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 10.  The topic is:  “The 7 Habits of 
highly Effective Families”.  Present-
er Jane Richards-Jones is a Parent 
Educator and mother of two young 
adults, one step child and several 
grandkids.  Ms. Richards-Jones will 
lead a discussion based on Steve 
Covey’s book.  The talk will be held 
at the Milford Middle School from 
6:30 to 8:00 PM.   There is no fee for 

the talk. Light refreshments will be 
provided. Weather date is Wednes-
day, February 11.

“Games Galore”, a recreation-
al program for students aged 3-14 
will be held at the same time as the 
talk.  Older students will have gym 
games, open gym time and winter 
craft.   For younger students there 
will be a seasonal craft, stories and 
games.  A complimentary snack will 
be provided.  For questions contact 
Libby Anderson at mmsenrich@
charter.net or 672-9876.

WILTON – The Children’s Gar-
den, Pine Hill Waldorf School’s 
parent and child program, is now 
enrolling for Winter 2009.  The 
program serves children ages birth 
to three years.  Groups meet once 
a week on Tuesday or Wednesday 

afternoon from 12:30 to 2:30 pm 
at the school.  Also, there is a new, 
drop-in option on Friday mornings 
from 8:30 to 10:30 am.  Pine Hill 
Waldorf School is located on Ab-
bot Hill Road in Wilton.  Call Evie 
at 654-6003 for details.

D. DE PAZZIS COURTESY PHOTO

Model United Nations delegates in Boston prepare for committee meetings: 
(l to r) The Derryfield School’s Will Keller (of Bedford), Mac Thirkill (Bedford), 
Dustin Kahn (Bedford), “Under-Secretary General” Craig Barstow (Wind-
ham), “Undersecretary General” Matthew Porat (Amherst), Patrick Rachel 
(Manchester), and (prone) “Secretary General” Fritz Manson (New Boston).

The Derryfield School Sends   
Delegation to Model UN

BY KATRINA HOLMAN

MANCHESTER – For four days 
in December, twelve students from 
The Derryfield School were dele-
gates at Harvard College’s 56th ses-
sion of Model United Nations, held 
in a Boston hotel. Along with more 
than 2,500 other high school stu-
dents from around the world, they 
assumed roles of UN representatives 
and members of other international 
bodies. Each school represented a 
different country and its delegates 
had to debate real-life issues that 
confront world leaders today, while 
accurately representing the policies 
of their assigned country. Students 
thus experienced the challenges 
diplomats face of advocating in fa-
vor of their country’s national in-
terests while making concessions 
to and alliances with other member 
states as necessary. Each committee 
held six sessions over the four days 
of the conference, each lasting three 
to five hours, so it was intense. 

The Derryfield School’s delega-
tion represented the small commu-
nist country of Nepal. Nepal had 
been their first choice because it 
had recently undergone a commu-
nist revolution and the school has 

been involved in bringing aid to vil-
lages in Nepal.

Juniors Matthew Porat of Am-
herst and Craig Barstow of Wind-
ham, their school’s Under-Secretar-
ies General (club officers, in effect), 
were partners on the UN Disar-
mament and International Secu-
rity Committee which dealt with 
the topic of illicit small arms and 
light weapons trading in Africa. 
Just as much work happens behind 
the scenes as in formal committee 
meetings. They made speeches, ne-
gotiated in informal caucuses, and 
contributed to a working paper for 
a draft resolution. For Matt, the best 
part of the experience was the thrill 
of debate and the excitement when, 
after long hours of slow progress, 
“things started to fall into place,” 
that is, favorable to their delegation. 

Seniors Fritz Manson of New Bos-
ton, Derryfield’s Secretary General 
(head delegate, analogous to team 
captain), and Mac Thirkill of Bed-
ford received Honorable Mention 
for their work in the Special Politi-
cal and Decolonization Committee, 
and sophomore Hunter Manson re-
ceived Honorable Mention for his 
work in the World Health Organi-
zation. 

Guitarist, Mike Valeras and his group 
performs Feb. 13 at SHS.


