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Candidates For Local Office
Running for two seats on 

the Board of Selectmen are 
Joe Esposito, Jim O’Mara, 
Linda Siwik and Bruce 
Bowler.  For two seats on 
the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment: Douglas Kirkwood 
and Carl Miller.  For Trea-
surer: Elizabeth Overholt.  
Trustee of the Trust Funds: 
Richard Kimball.  Two seats 
on the Cemetery Trustees: 
Kevin Grassett and William 
Belvin.  Two seats on the Li-

brary Trustees: David Hal-
lenbeck, Richard Martini 
and Nancy Baker.

In the Amherst School 
District, Dwight Brew will 
run for a one year sat and 
Peter Maresco will run for 
the three year seat.

On the Souhegan Coop-
erative School District bal-
lot, Jeannie Ludt and Lau-
ren Ierardi are for one seat 
on the school board.

Bowler Announces Candidacy for 
Re-Election
To the editor:

I would like to announce that I am seeking re-election to your Board of 
Selectmen.  I have thoroughly enjoyed my first 6 years on the board, the last 
3 as the board chairman,  and I  look forward to serving you all again. Dur-
ing my first two terms the Board has accomplished several things, which I 
am very proud to have been a part of.   

One of our most significant accomplishments is the creation of our own 
emergency dispatch center. Not only has it given us fiscal control over this 
vital service, it has also allowed us to have our Police Station open to the 
public 24/7 while providing a very professional and uniquely responsive 
service to our community.  Another accomplishment that I take pride in is 
our hiring Gary MacGuire as our Town Administrator. Gary has contin-
ued his outstanding and professional work that he displayed while serving 
as our Police Chief for many years. 

One of my primary goals, should I be fortunate to be re-elected, is to 
work diligently with the other board members, Gary and our DPW Direc-
tor to get our roads back to the condition they should be in. This problem 
did not happen overnight, nor will it be fixed overnight, but is something 
that needs to begin now. The biggest complaint from our residents has been 
our roads. To get us started in the right direction, last summer the Board 
formed a Road Funding Analysis Committee, whose job was to develop a 
funding recommendation to present to the Selectmen. They worked dili-
gently and thoroughly, meeting with people and reviewing tons of data, be-
fore presenting their plan.  They offered several options. The Board decided 
to go forward, with a six million dollar bond article for road re-construc-
tion. This bond would allow us to start to bring our roads back up to par.  
The bond needs to be passed by 60% of the voters and I would urge you to 
support this plan.  

In closing, I would like to say I hope to be able to serve the residents of 
this wonderful town that I have called home for my entire life for another 
term. I ask for your vote on March 10. Should you have any questions of me, 
please feel free to call or email me. (673-6313/bbowler@amherstnh.gov)

	 	 	 	 Sincerely,
	 	 	 	 Bruce	Bowler
	 	 	 	 Amherst			

Peter Maresco Is Candidate for 
Amherst School Board 
To the editor:

My name is Peter Maresco and I am writing to say that I have chosen to 
run for a position on the Amherst School Board.  I am a system engineer 
at BAE Systems in Nashua and have been employed by the company for 29 
years.  My educational background includes a Masters Degree in electrical 
engineering from Manhattan College in the Bronx, NY as well as an MBA 
in financial management from Iona College in New Rochelle, NY.   

I have two children in the Amherst School System – my daughter Em-
ily is in 8th grade and my son Alex is in 6th grade.  My goal in running for 
the school board is to make sure that every child in Amherst receive a first 
rate education. We chose the town of Amherst when we moved here 9 years 
ago based on the reputation of the school system and the quality of life the 
town offered.

Over the past few years, I have been actively involved in the Amherst 
schools by volunteering in a number of math classes, teaching Junior 
Achievement and attending as many Field Days as possible.  I believe Mr. 
April is still laughing when he thinks about how I acted on my first ever 
hike when Emily was in 4th grade.  I have also been involved as a coach 
with the Amherst Recreation Department.  By seeing the kids in a variety 
of settings, I have been impressed by how respectful and appreciative they 
are whenever anyone is volunteering their time.  I have also been impressed 
with the level of intelligence and insight displayed by many of our students 
in their classroom activities.  It is very clear that our teachers are doing a 
very good job in developing well-rounded students.    

In the current economic climate, I understand that the school system 
will be faced with a number of difficult challenges over the next few years.  
If given the opportunity to serve on the board, I will combine my passion 
for education with an understanding of finance to help make sure that the 
decisions made are in the best interests of both the students and the tax-
payers of Amherst.

Thank you for your consideration and I would appreciate your vote for 
Amherst School Board member on March 10th.

	 	 	 	 Peter	Maresco
	 	 	 	 Amherst

Commentary

“A Stitch in Time Saves Nine”
Legislature Reviewing New Types 
of State Wide Property Taxes
To the editor:

I met Bill Belvin in front of the Amherst Post Office on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 14th. He said if elected last November he would hold periodic local 
meetings if any one had any questions about the Concord legislature. It is 
nice to meet and greet our local representative. Thanks, Bill Belvin.

The legislature in Concord will be considering a number of new types of 
State wide property taxes.

I have been encouraging our legislature to consider the New York State 
STAR School Tax Relief Program. It includes the Basic and enhanced Star 
Property Tax Exemption, as well as the Middle Class Star Rebate Program. 
It is a State wide program, administrated by the local assessors department 
in each town.

The Basic and Enhanced STAR Property Tax Exemptions are homestead 
exemptions. Basic STAR is available to anyone who owns and lives in his or 
her own home. Enhanced STAR is available to senior homeowners whose 
incomes do not exceed the statewide standard.

I have lived in Amherst for 33 years. I have watched many families in my 
neighborhood move in with their two, three or more children, send them 
to Souhegan High and when the last one completed their studies, move on 
and another family would move in and do the same thing.

If I am forced to sell my home because the school tax continues to rise, 
the new buyer would bring two to four children into the school system. My 
empty lot next door could contribute four more children, so four to eight 
students would be added to the school enrollment, causing a big cost to the 
school budget. There is a better way.  

The STAR program would reduce my school tax burden and would help 
the Town of Amherst balance their budget and save the Town of Amherst 
a lot of money.

Those interested in more information, visit the website of the State De-
partment of Taxation and Finance or call 1-877 678 2769. The pamphlet 
contains information about the STAR property tax exemption.

	 	 	 	 Tom	Callahan
	 	 	 	 Amherst

Funding For Health And Human Service Organizations: 

Amendment Adding $40,000 To The Town Budget Only Increases   
The Board Of Selectmen Spending Authority
To the editor:

Esposito Proposes Deferring 
Spending for a Year
To the editor: 

The deliberative session to discuss the Town’s warrant articles was held 
on February fourth. Regrettably it was sparsely attended. It was my impres-
sion that most of those attending had a vested interest in keeping the ar-
ticles on the ballot including the Town’s budget article. The result is that the 
warrant articles on the ballot may not find favor with all the voters. Fortu-
nately all the voters get another opportunity to have their opinions heard.

There is no valid reason for the budget increases proposed. The town is 
being operated very well with this year’s budget which is almost 3% less 
than that proposed. I am urging a NO vote on Article 23 – Operating Bud-
get. The so-called “default” budget is still $185,584.00 more than this year’s 
budget. I suggest that this will be sufficient to operate the town for another 
year.

The Selectmen are advocating the passage of Article 22 - Road Recon-
struction under the mantra “A stitch in time saves nine”. Actually they are 
talking about six million stitches that will balloon to fifteen million. Regu-
lar maintenance was not performed or funded over the years. Consider-
ing the difficult economic times, I recommend a NO vote on this article 
and that it be replaced by a funded plan and budgeted that will provide for 
maintenance over the years.

On a positive note, the Selectmen did a good job negotiating and amend-
ing Article 24 – Martin Open Space Land Purchase reducing the total cost. 
I favor a YES vote on this article as amended. This opportunity may not be 
around next year. The cost is somewhat affordable if the proposed town 
budget article were defeated.

As for the rest of the articles, I opine that they should be deferred until 
next year. This would give those Amherst citizens, who have become un-
employed or are on a fixed income in depressed times, some time to re-
cover.

Although Amherst may be one of the wealthiest towns in the state, not 
all its citizens are wealthy. I urge all to come out and vote even if you do not 
agree with me. See you at the polls.  

 
	 	 	 	 Joe	Esposito	
	 	 	 	 Amherst

(Note:	Although	I	am	a	member	of	the	Amherst	Town	Ways	and	Means	
committee,	these	comments	are	offered	as	a	private	citizen	and	do	not	neces-
sarily	reflect	a	position	of	the	committee	as	a	whole)

At the Amherst Town Deliberative Session on February 4th, a motion 
was made and passed to amend the town operating budget by $40,000 
ostensibly to provide for continued funding of non-profit organizations 
as part of the town of Amherst operating budget.  The proponents of the 
amendment spoke to the fact that in recent times the town contribution to 
Non-Profit organizations had been considered part of the operating budget 
and that continued funding of these organizations should not be left up to 
the “whim” of the voter as a separate warrant article (Warrant Article #38).  
In fact, for at least the past 6 years for which I have records, Amherst has 
consistently funded hospital and Health Agency organizations in varying 
amounts between $12,000 and $37,000. 

The budget item received extra scrutiny this year because the Town 
Administrator received funding request for two new organizations that 
pushed the line item to more than $54,000, an increase of more than 17%. 
Town Administrator, Gary MacGuire, did a valiant job trying to justify the 
increase by attempting to evaluate number of residents served, dollars of 
service per resident, etc.  The fact is that the funding requests (which are 
public record) are submitted with varying degrees of detail and justifica-
tion.  Finally, the Board of Selectmen, made the prudent decision to set the 
authorization level at a flat $40,000 and submit as a separate warrant article 
separate from the operating budget.  

While public funding of private agencies is not without precedent, typi-
cally this is done through a grant process, where agencies submit a for-

mal grant proposal justifying why they deserve public monies.  Clearly, the 
town of Amherst is not facilitated to manage a formal grant process with-
out hiring additional staff to review and evaluate grants to insure that the 
taxpayer’s dollars are being spent for the good of the community as a whole.  
The alternative of a separate warrant article for this purpose would seem 
a most reasonable approach.  First of all, should the warrant article have 
passed it would have mandated that the town actually spend the funds for 
the purpose of the warrant article.   (This is why I was the sole “NEY” vote 
at the deliberative session for the motion to reduce the funding for this 
warrant article to $1.00.)  The amendment to add $40,000 to the town bud-
get only increases the Board of Selectmen spending authority.  There is no 
requirement or stipulation that this money actually be spent for the pur-
poses intended by the proponents.  In fact, recent history suggests that only 
one half of the funds will actually be used to fund charitable organizations 
(typically because some organizations do not actually request funds).  The 
current process of including funding of these organizations as part of the 
operating budget leaves it entirely at the discretion of the Board of Select-
men to determine what organizations receive funding with no public pur-
view.  Funding as a separate warrant article would make it possible to have a 
public review of the organizations and an opportunity to validate or amend 
the list.  The public has spoken as far as this year’s budget goes and we are 
now saddled with an operating budget increase that is in excess of 3% in a 
year of declining revenues.  Hopefully, this process can be re-evaluated in a 
more rational light during next year’s budget setting process. 

	 	 	 	 John	A,	Maynard
	 	 	 	 Amherst

Quality Furniture Since 1979

New, Gently Used, 
Antiques, & Hand Crafted

30 Hammond Rd., Milford
(603) 673-7972 

www.willettefurniture.com
e yVic’s Brunch Place

The Meeting Place • Amherst
249-5822 • Fax: 249-5811

Expanded selection of locally-made scones
Over 9 Varieties of New York Bagels

Locally Custom Roasted Coffees
Weekday Deli/Lunch Specials

Homemade Soups Served Weekdays
Italian Inspired Frozen Entreés to go

BREAKFAST ALL DAY!
 Tues-Fri. 6:30-2:30 / Sat/Sun 7-1:30

Homemade Brownies!
New
MeNu
IteMs

Tutoring
Pamela Smith
673-8949
LABMOM007@aol.com

SSAT, SAT I And II, ACT, GRE
TEST TAkInG SkIllS, STRATEGIES And PREPARATIon

MATh, AlGEbRA, GEoMETRy,
InTEGRATEd MATh 1-4

hIGh SChool STudEnTS:

603-673-5037 x104
43 Ledgewood Drive • Milford, NH

www.emeritus.com

The citizens of Amherst will see a signifi-
cant, in both need and expense, road recon-
struction warrant article on the March ballot.  
The Board of Selectmen is asking the town to 
commit to a 15 or 20-year, $6,000,000 bond to 
begin rebuilding over 20 miles of our dilapi-
dated roads.  Although $6,000,000 seems like 
a hefty sum, the cost of leaving our roads un-
attended will be exponentially more costly in 
the future.

If one were to examine the graph of an un-
attended road over its lifetime, one would see 
a basically flat line that then falls off steeply.  
A road retains its integrity for about a de-
cade.  If routine maintenance (filling, sealing, 
patching, etc.) is applied during this first de-
cade, the life of that road is extended (i.e. it 
doesn’t fall off steeply).  After a decade of nor-
mal wear and tear without appropriate main-
tenance, the road deteriorates quickly.  At this 
point, routine maintenance is no longer suf-
ficient and partial rebuild is required to up-

grade the road at a cost many times that of 
normal maintenance.  If this partial rebuild is 
not applied in time, the road quickly becomes 
irreparable and requires a complete rebuild at 
an even greater cost. 

The $6,000,000 in this warrant article is the 
first commitment of an estimated $15,000,000 
total cost to bring our road system up to an 
acceptable level, a project expected to take 
five to six years to complete.  At that point, 
our roads would require essentially only rou-
tine maintenance.  The money we are seeking 
in the warrant will accomplish several things, 
all of which ultimately save the town money 
and maintain safer roads: 1) reconstruct those 
roads that have “fallen off the cliff” and require 
significant repairs; 2) partially rebuild certain 
roads prior to those roads requiring complete 
reconstruction; and 3) free up operating bud-
get dollars which have historically been spent 
on partial and complete road reconstruction 
to complete routine maintenance, preventing 

more roads from decaying into higher ticket 
requirements.

We opted for $6,000,000 versus the entire 
$15,000,000 for a number of reasons.  Spe-
cifically, beginning work over the next few 
years with the $6,000,000 will give the town 
a good idea of how efficiently and effectively 
its money is spent.  Also, $15,000,000 seemed 
like too big a hit on our pocketbooks during 
these trying economic times.  The $6,000,000 
seemed like a good balance between restraint 
and need.

The Board of Selectmen humbly asks for 
your support.  The proverbial “A stitch in 
time saves nine” surely applies in this in-
stance.  If we do not tackle this road issue now, 
the $15,000,000 price tag or even our initial 
$6,000,000 bond will seem insignificant com-
pared to the expenditures needed to upgrade 
a town-wide system of dilapidated roads.

	 	 Amherst	Board	of	Selectmen


