
�  •  the Amherst Citizen  •  F E B R U A R Y   2 4 ,   2 0 0 9  •  w w w . a m h e r s t c i t i z e n . c o m   

Hillsborough County Update From Commissioner Carol Holden

Whoop! Amherst Conservation 
Forgot To Mention
To the editor:

Many people that I spoke with didn’t realize when they voted for the 
$5.5M bond that they were allowing the Conservation Commission and 
the Open Space Advisory Committee to decide how the money would be 
spent. They assumed that the Amherst voters had no say in the matter and 
wanted the Selectmen to sign a $1.89 million Purchase and Sales Agree-
ment with the Martins expecting it to be a done deal. Someone was smart 
enough to put Warrant Article 24 on the ballot in March, giving you the 
opportunity to turn down the Martin land purchase and VOTE NO.

Bedford, who already has the cash, would buy back their 37 acres for 
$296,000. Amherst would have to take out a loan of $1.6M for 52 acres with 
a 228 year old fixer-upper, located at the end of a long dirt road. The Select-
men inspected the property and recommended that the voters vote down 
the warrant article because the home was in poor condition. At the Delib-
erative, at the last minute, the Martins decided to drop the home and 12 
acres and just sell the property for $1.29M.

What their not telling you are that homes located in the northern rural 
zone require at least 5 acres of open space to begin with, so they can only 
build 9 or 10 homes there. If a development is put in, the builders working 
along with the Zoning Committees can leave 75% of the land for natural 
vegetation, wildlife and protect our environment. We can still jog and enjoy 
the views that the developers would have to put in. Let’s step back and think 
about it, We’re still paying off two very large parcels of land that benefit just 
a few individuals. Did you ever stop to think about

purchasing smaller pockets of open space that could be spread around 
the entire town and be a welcomed breath of fresh air in everyone’s back-
yard? Good things can come in small packages, This would go a long way in 
fostering the traditional character of Amherst.

	 	 	 	 	 Carol	Hughes
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst

 “Joys”of Living on Upper Mack Hill Road... A Plea for Consideration...
 To the editor:

Reasons to Appreciate Your School 
Bus and Driver
To the editor:

This month, the American School Bus Council is asking everyone to 
“Love the Bus!” As a provider of student transportation here in Milford, 
NH, we at First Student appreciate the opportunity to safely transport your 
children throughout the school year. Here are a few reasons why everyone 
should Love the Bus:

1.	School	buses	are	#1—Studies	show	that	school	buses	are	the	safest	
way	for	children	to	get	to	and	from	school.

2.	 Training—Our	school	bus	drivers	are	highly-trained	professionals	who	
must	complete	both	classroom	and	on-road	training,	pass	a	stringent	
background	check	and	hold	a	valid	commercial	driver’s	license.

3.	Safety—From	the	external	design	of	the	bus	to	each	individual	seat,	
every	part	of	the	school	bus	is	engineered	to	ensure	student	safety.	

4.	 Technology—School	buses	are	more	technologically	advanced	than	
ever,	including	electronic	alarms	to	make	sure	we	don’t	miss	sleeping	
children	and	GPS	systems	to	keep	our	students	safe.

5.	Sustainability—One	school	bus	replaces	about	36	cars.	For	the	480,000	
school	buses	out	in	force	nationwide,	that’s	17.3	million	fewer	vehicles	
on	the	road	each	day.

It’s important to note that, for many students, the school bus is the only 
means of getting to and from school. And that’s just one more reason to 
Love the Bus.

	 	 	 	 	 Robin	Bogle
	 	 	 	 	 Manager
	 	 	 	 	 Milford/Amherst/Souhegan	&		

	 	 	 	 	 Mont	Vernon	School	District

HillSbOrOuGH	COunTy	COmmiSSiOnerS’	F/y	2010	bud-
GeT	inSTruCTiOnS

The Board of Commissioners is developing a budget recommenda-
tion that supports vital County services at a tax rate that is fair for our 
taxpayers.  Each department is requested to critically review its opera-
tion to identify areas where efficiencies can be capitalized upon and 
savings experienced.  Changes in anticipated revenues will have a sig-
nificant impact on the budget process and it is incumbent on us to ex-
plore opportunities to increase our revenue streams.

On Tuesday, February 24th, the Budget Instructions and Manuals 
will be distributed to departments and elected officials.

At the Wednesday, March 4th meeting,  the Board will hold a joint 
meeting inviting all department heads, elected officials, and Delega-
tion officers to discuss the FY10 budget process, budget parameters, 
department issues and common objectives.  This meeting will be held 
in the Commissioners’ Conference Room at the Bouchard Building in 
Goffstown at 10:00 AM.  As the Board meetings are always open to the 
public, you are welcome to attend.
FOreClOSure	CriSiS	And	THe	eCOnOmiC	dOWnTurn

As a member of the Program and Services Committee of the Na-
tional Association of Counties (NACo), I can report that the commit-
tee is focusing its programs on preventing and addressing foreclosures 
specifically but also on the broader context of the economic downturn 
and the impact on counties.  Some of the initiatives include assigning 
a staff person to research and respond to inquiries and assembling in-
formation about current money-saving programs.

In Hillsborough County, the UNH Cooperative Extension office is 
sponsoring a workshop entitled “DON”T BE CRUSHED BY DEBT!” 
This free workshop offers ideas to manage credit, reduce debt and in-
crease savings.  It will be offered

Where:		 	 Hillsborough	County,	bouchard	building,	329	mast	
rd.,	Goffstown
When:	 	 Thursday,	march	5,	2009	from	3:00	pm	–	4:00	pm
Presenter:	 Sharon	Cowen,	extension	Coordinator
Please	pre-register	by	calling	unH	Cooperative	extension			641-6060.

HillSbOrOuGH	COunTy	PreSCriPTiOn	druG	PrOGrAm
The Hillsborough County Board of Commissioner have voted to 

participate in a Prescription Discount Card.  The card was designed for 
uninsured or underinsured county residents.  Through a partnership 
with Caremark, this simple discount card can save an average of 22% 
off the full retail cost of prescription medication.  These are some of the 
factors that make it a great program:

It is easy to participate.  There are no enrollment fees, no forms to 
fill out, no age or income requirements and no medical condition re-
quirements.

There are no costs.  Caremark negotiates the discounts directly with 
the pharmacies.

Everyone is eligible.  A national network of 59,000 pharmacies honor 
the card.

Consumers always receive the lowest retail price.
LEARN MORE  Visit https://naco.advancerx.com to look up a par-

ticipating pharmacy or call toll-free 1-877-321-2652 for more informa-
tion.

The card should be available at your town hall.  The contact informa-
tion at the Hillsborough County  Department of Human  Services will 
be happy to answer your inquiries.  The phone numbers for the Depart-
ment  are  627-1478, 627-1479 and 627-1480.  

For further information on any of the above items, please do not hes-
itate to contact me at 603-67-8167 (home and voice) or at cholden@
hillsboroughcountynh.org. 

Souhegan Advisory Finance   
Committee Urges Passage of   
2010 Budget and Warrant
To the editor:

In this period of economic stress, The Souhegan High School Advisory 
Finance Committee reviewed the 2009-2010 Souhegan High School Bud-
get with an eye toward seeing that the budget had as little impact as pos-
sible on the taxpayer while at the same time making sure that it continues 
to meet the objectives of providing an excellent education for all students 
by supporting curriculum needs and educational goals.  

The budget presented by the Administration and School Board  accounts 
for the anticipated reduction of thirty six students by reducing both pro-
fessional and non-certified staff.  It also increases fees for student activities 
and student parking.  

Very little of this budget is discretionary but instead driven by State and 
Federal mandates. Other than these mandates, the line items that have the 
greatest impact on the budget continue to be salaries and benefits, trans-
portation, Special Education for out of District expenses and building 
maintenance.  The Committee continues to believe that it is necessary to 
remain on track for replacing and upgrading technology and maintaining 
the literacy program.  

The overall increase in the budget is 2.09% which is reflected in a reduc-
tion of $.01 in the tax rate for Amherst and a $.33 increase for Mont Ver-
non.  Therefore, The Souhegan Advisory Finance Committee voted unani-
mously to support Article 2 as presented by the Souhegan School Board 
and Administration. 

We have also recommended studies and plans for long term building re-
pairs and upgrades and energy efficiency improvements for Souhegan High 
School.  We understand that the School Board is working in this direc-
tion.  

I hope that we can all agree that the goal of any educational system is to 
focus on learning for all students with as little increase in cost as possible.   
That is what the school board and the administration have tried to achieve 
with this budget and we commend them for this. 

Once again, the decisions that we make on March 10 are very important 
to the students, faculty and administrators of the Souhegan High School as 
well as to all the citizens of our communities.   The Souhegan High School 
Advisory Finance Committee supports the 2010 budget and warrants and 
we urge their passage.

	 	 	 	 Sincerely,
	 	 	 	 Marilyn	Peterman,	Chair			
	 	 	 	 Gail	Agans,
	 	 	 	 Andrea	Baver
	 	 	 	 Fran	Harrow
	 	 	 	 Mary	Mahar
	 	 	 	 John	Rizzi
	 	 	 	 Peter	Stearns

Support for Article 22
To the editor:

The committee charged with examining Amherst’s road conditions, and 
providing a recommendation for improvements, supports the proposed $6 
million bond to begin the necessary work to get the worst roads rebuilt sat-
isfactorily. Based upon a review of all 122 miles of roadways this summer, 
approximately 23 miles are in need of such rebuilding, and these funds will 
allow us to tackle the worst of these.  Although this is a large sum of money, 
the cost of allowing the roads to continue to deteriorate will ultimately be 
much more.  And bonding to facilitate these repairs will be the most cost-
effective approach to allow us to take advantage of lower interest and raw 
material costs beginning next fiscal year.  

On behalf of the Road Funding Analysis Committee, we welcome your 
questions and comments on this important infrastructure issue.  Most of 
all, we urge you to support Article 22.

	 	 	 	 Sincerely,
	 	 	 	 Jay	Dinkel,	Chairman
	 	 	 	 Tom	Grella,	Selectman
	 	 	 	 John	Siemienowicz,	Ways	and	Means
	 	 	 	 Jim	Sickler,	Road	Commission
	 	 	 	 Bill	Overholt,	Citizen
	 	 	 	 Liz	Overholt,	Citizen

We residents up here on upper Mack Hill enjoy Amherst in many ways. 
Especially in Spring, Summer, and Fall. It’s truly gorgeous up here.

 But in Winter, particularly deep mid-Winter, the insults of the upper 
part of our road become very apparent. We always seem to be plowed later 
than our lower fellow townies, and the frost heaves rear their ugly seasonal 
bumps adding time and extra caution to our rides up and down the hill.

 Now a new winter insult . Speed is always an issue on Mack Hill, espe-
cially our upper section. Most residents drive this part of the road at least 
10 mph too fast. But this morning took the cake. This morning,February 19, 
at about 8:30, I was insulted and infuriated. Last night brought us a slight 
coating of snow mixed with rain and sleet resulting in the slucky mixture 
that covered the driveways and streets this morning. My husband is conva-
lescing from very serious surgery and so his daily task of getting the morn-
ing papers has fallen to me. As I paused at driveway’s end, a black Jeep SUV 
came roaring down Mack Hill, male driver on cell phone, at the wheel. At 
first I quickly thought he’d slow down abit upon seeing me. NO WAY!!!! He 
roared past splashing the muck of snow, rain, sleet, and salt on me from 

head to toe. The good news is that he did not hit me and he probably com-
pleted his “very important” phone call and made it down the hill a couple 
of minutes quicker.

 As I came inside fuming and swearing and went to change my clothes I 
realized how much a little bit of time, but mostly consideration from this 
driver would have meant to me on this gloomy day. So a plea to our neigh-
bors who drive this part of our road on a regular basis...how ‘bout slowing 
down and being more alert, not to mention more considerate?! And I have 
to wonder why it is so important to be on the phone after one has just left 
the house?! And be aware that the speed limit is not 50 nor 40. I am hop-
ing this guy reads this and at least pauses to feel a bit bad for a few minutes. 
But probably not. Whoever reads this I hope will realize that kindness from 
strangers stretch far...so thanks in advance. Something to think about, and 
yes consider.

 
	 	 	 	 	 Judith	Salter
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst

March 5th Issue
Deadline for submitting Letters to the Editor, Candidate Profiles 

and Politial Advertisements is no later than Thursday, February 26. 
If you have questions or need assistance, please call 672-9444, or 
email: news@amherstcitizen.com.  March 10 is election day.

                            

                            ELECT

                JIM O’MARA

                        SELECTMAN
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David A. Fagan, Fiscal Agent
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We have lots of spectacular landscape and spring themed art 
works, as well as beautiful jewelry and more. shop locally!

Gallery of Art
featuring: Limited edition
sports, landscape, wildlife, 

family & inspirational prints 
by nationally known artists, 

plus originals, cards, & 
prints by over 35 local 
artists, plus Keyes art

Group members.
see our online gallery at 

www.artown.com.

“Mountain Splendor” by Myke Morton

Facing Divorce?
It doesn’t have to be a war.

Get information on your options:
� Collaborative Law
� Unbundled Services
� Mediation

Amherst � phone 672.0770 
www.nhdivorce.com

Wilton – phone 654-5000
www.nhdivorce.com

A Certified Residential 
Specialist, and E-Pro, 
Million Dollar producer 
helping homeowners 
and prospective buyers 
navigate the changing 
Real Estate market.

Darlene Chauvette
Broker/owner

darlene@transitionsnh.com    

Transitions Realty, LLC
294 Route 101, Unit 4  (Next to Salzburg Square)
Amherst, NH 03031 • 673-0833 www.transitionsnh.com

Think 
Spring!  
Never too early to call me 
for a fRee consultation!

More Letters
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