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Arts & Entertainment
Nashua Community Concert Association

Massenkoff Russian Folk Festival

NASHUA – The Nashua Commu-
nity Concert Association presents 
a spectacular musical treat by the 
Massenkoff Russian Folk Festival at 
Nashua’s Elm Street Middle School 
at 8:00 PM on Friday, March 6.

Nikolai Massenkoff, internation-
ally acclaimed star of The Massen-
koff Russian Folk Festival, founded 
the group in 1975 because of love for 
his Russian heritage. He was born of 
Russian parents in the “White Rus-
sian” community in China. From 
humble beginnings as an immigrant 
child, Massenkoff has become an 
acclaimed international performer. 
After training at San Francisco State 
University, in 1975 he founded The 
Massenkoff Russian Folk Festival, 
which immediately exploded onto 
the international scene. In 2004, Is-

rael’s Helicon Records named him 
one of the Century’s Greatest Art-
ists.

The show stars Massenkoff and 
features a Balalaika ensemble with 
virtuoso musicians and Russian folk 
ballet. Their performances include 
shows at Carnegie Hall; the Olym-
pic Stadium in Seoul, Korea before 
a live audience of 90,000; over 100 
performances at the International 
Division of Epcot Center’s World 
Stage in Florida; with major sym-
phony orchestras; and at the MGM 
Grand Hotel in Las Vegas.

Further information may be ob-
tained at www.nashuacommu-
nityconcerts.org. Tickets can be 
purchased on-line at www.city-
artsnashua.org or by calling 888-
9158.

Currier Museum Waives Admission Charges
February School Vacation 
Week, February 23-27

MANCHESTER – This winter 
during school vacation week, Feb-
ruary 23-27, bring the family to the 
Currier Museum of Art on Monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or Friday to 
enjoy the museum’s collections and 
programs for free (the museum is 
closed on Tuesdays). Museum ad-
mission is also free every Saturday 
from 10 a.m. - noon and always free 
to children under 18. 

February Vacation Programming 
(please note the Currier is closed 
Tuesdays)
Museum Tour
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday, 12:30 p.m.

Welcome to the Currier: High-
lights of the Collection

Discover the Currier’s renowned 
collection with a public tour.
Family Studio
Wednesday, February 25, 2:30 
– 4:30 p.m.

Adults and children can drop by 
one of the beautiful new museum 
studios to participate in an art-re-
lated activity and brief gallery talk 
about the “Artwork of the Day.” 
February’s Family Studio theme is 
“Winter Blahs.”

Family Drawing in the Galleries
Thursday, February 26, 1 – 3 p.m.

Enjoy drawing? Bring the family 
to the Currier and sketch amongst 
the works of art on view. An art ed-
ucator will be available to offer ad-
vice and encouragement. Pencils 
and paper will be provided, or bring 
your own.
Family Performance “The Pi-
casso People”
Friday, February 27, 1 p.m.

“The Picasso People” use creative 
costuming and masks enlivened by 
music, mime, and puppetry, to set 
Picasso’s masterpieces into motion. 
A single actor embodies more than 
a dozen Picasso “people” in this pro-
fessional production, translating 
the energy behind Picasso’s work 
into an array of clever stories which 
reveal how his life experiences.
Focus Tour – Springtime in 
Winter
Friday, February 27, 3 p.m.

Focus Tours offer visitors the op-
portunity to join docents and staff 
members in the galleries for an in-
depth discussion of a particular 
theme, work of art, or artist. Do-
cent Carolyn Hollman will lead the 
tour.

A Little Bit of Ireland
With “JohnO” Ogrodowczyk on March 7
Irish Show to Benefit Boys & Girls Club Theater Program

MILFORD – Tenor, “JohnO” 
Ogrodowczyk, from Hollis, NH, 
whom you may remember singing 
for the Boston Red Sox at Fenway 
Park on a bright and sunny Father’s 
Day afternoon, will again be singing 
his favorite Irish ballads in his own 
unique heart-warming style.  “This 
is our ninth annual show,” says John, 
“but this year is our biggest yet.  It 
all started out with just a show in 
the church hall where I did all the 
singing.  But, it has taken on a life 
of its own and now it’s all about the 
kids.  The show has become a venue 
for very talented young performers 
to come together to have some fun 
and dazzle us all with their beauti-
ful talent. And, oh yes, I get to sing a 
few numbers too.”

Sponsored by the Knights of Co-
lumbus Councils of Merrimack 
and Milford, this year’s dinner and 
show is being held on March 7th, at 
the Amato Center for the Perform-
ing Arts, located at the Boys & Girls 
Club of Souhegan Valley, 56 Mont 
Vernon Street, Milford, NH. Din-
ner starts at 6:00 PM;  Show starts 
at 7:15 PM.

John’s guests will be a host of 
young and talented guest perform-
ers including International Champi-
on Irish Step Dancer and Miss Capi-
tal Area 2008, Lauren Gorgol, New 
England Accordion Champion art-
ists, Jeff Moore, Kenny Parsons, and 
Nicole Parsons from the Rosita Lee 
Music Center, daughter and father 
duo, Mary “MC” Archer on fiddle 
and Herb Archer on guitar, violin-
ist Caterina Yetto and pianist Carol 
Yetto, Frank Woodard on bass, sing-
er Jennifer Erdody, the Music Direc-
tor of the Souhegan Valley Chorus, 
and John’s son, “David O” Ogrodow-
czyk from Vermont, singing and 
playing his mandolin. There will 
be a world premier choreographed 
dance to music written by David, 
created and performed by three tal-

ented dancers from the Kathy Blake 
Dance Studio, Shanique Rogers, 
Kateland Martin, and Sarah Mc-
Grory.  The McGonagle Irish Step 
Dancers will also grace the stage in 
their beautiful traditional costumes 
and dancing feet. An acoustic duo, 
Bill Cashman and Pete Sessions 
called “Voice of the River”, will play 
their brand of Irish foot tapping, 
hand clapping tunes.  All of them 
will turn your evening into a trip to 
the “Isle of Green.” 

For tickets and information please 
call 672-7021.

Corn beef dinner starts at 6:00 PM;  
Show starts at 7:15 PM.
Dinner & Show Prices (includes 
preferred show seating):
Adults $25, Seniors $20, Juniors 
(ages 12-17) $15
Children under 12 are Free
Show Only Tickets: $10 (all ages, 
12 and over)

All proceeds from this Irish Ben-
efit Musical night will go towards 
the Nancy O Fund and the Knights 
of Columbus Charities.  The Nancy 
O Fund is part of the New Hamp-
shire Charitable Foundation and 
provides children in need the op-
portunity to experience the joy and 
magic of the performing arts.  NOF 
works primarily through local and 
community based arts programs, 
schools, and the like, offering sup-
port and tuition assistance to those 
in need.  Last year the NOF donated 
a grant to the Boys & Girl’s Club’s 
Riverbend Youth Company theater 
program. And this year the NOF 
will do the same from the proceeds 
of this show.  The Amato Center 
is the home theater of the Boys & 
Girls Club’s Riverbend Youth Com-
pany theater program.  So Come 
One, Come All for a Corn Beef and 
Cabbage Dinner, and experience the 
magic and wonder of music, theater, 
and dance!

PARKHURST PLACE 
11 Veterans Road, Amherst, NH 03031

ATTEnTion SEnioRS!!!
oPEn HoUSE: Wed. 2-5, Fri. 9-5

Features:
• Beautiful Country setting
•	 Non-profit	independent	living		

community for Seniors
•	 Large	function	and	activity	rooms
•	 Library	with	fireplace
• Community garden
• Scenic walking trails
• Screened gazebo
• Carports with storage

Services:
• Regular health screeings 

and clinics
•	 Planned	social	activities	

and functions
• Wellness and exercise 

programs

Come Visit Us!
From Wal-Mart in Amherst, head 
west on 101A (Amherst St) 1 mile. 
Take right on Veterans Rd. 1/4 
mile on right.

One bedroom apartments 
available,	only	$1,100	a	month,	
heat and hot water included.

b
For more information and current special incentives,

contact Vera at Stewart Property Management, 
P. 0. Box 10540, Bedford, NH 03110 (603) 641-2163     

TDD Access

Matthew P. Johnson
Matthew Paul Johnson, 54 of 

Amherst peacefully passed away 
at home on February 20, 2009, fol-
lowing a heroic and courageous 16-
month battle with cancer.

Matt was born in Colorado on Au-
gust 31, 1954 to George and Dorothy 
Keefe.  George prematurely passed 
away as the result of a car accident.  
Eventually his mother remarried, 
and Matt and his two older broth-
ers were adopted by his father, Wil-
liam Johnson.  Matt’s family moved 
from New Jersey to Amherst when 
he was 10 years old.  He attended 
Trinity High School in Manchester, 
NH and participated in many sport-
ing activities.  Matt later attended 
and graduated from the University 
of Dayton, and has always been a 
proud alumnus of all of his schools 
of attendance.

Throughout Matt’s professional 
career, he had been recognized for 
his diligence and tenacity in achiev-
ing any goal that was established.  
Most recently, Matt was a nation-
al sales representative for Perrigo 
Pharmaceuticals.  In his position, he 
represented his company to insti-
tutions such as CVS and Rite Aide 
Corporations.  He was an extreme-
ly devoted employee, and was often 
recognized for being outstanding in 
the positions he held.  Throughout 
his battle with this disease, Matt 
rarely missed a day of work, and 
only began a leave of absence on 
January 30th 2009, though eligible 
to discontinue work since October 
of 2007.

For many years, Matt served on 
the Board of Directors for Souhegan 
Valley Resources, a group devoted 
to assisting adults with disabilities 
within the community.  Through 
his vivacious personality and influ-
ence, he was able to garner tremen-
dous support for this organization 
that he cared so much about.

Matt was an avid sports fan, and 
if no other sporting event was avail-
able, he would even sit and watch 
poker on TV! For many years Matt 
followed his dear brother Tony’s 
Bishop Guertin football team.  He 
attended every game, home or away, 
always on the field advising his 
brother, to the extent that he could.  
Matt was very proud of his daugh-
ter, his wife, has parents, his sib-
lings, and extended family.  Given a 
willing ear, he would tell anyone of 
their attributes, achievements, and 
his love for them.

Matt truly loved his town of Am-
herst.  Regardless of where we would 
go in town, there was a tale of mis-
chief that he had gotten himself into 
over the years, much of which we 
cannot write here.

Matt was truly a larger than life 
man, and he recognized that at times 
he lived in a manner that was harder 

than he needed to do, but he always 
tried to do the best he could.  Matt 
sometimes took people aback when 
he met them because he almost 
abruptly wanted to know every-
thing he could about the individual 
he was speaking to.  Upon meeting 
that person again, Matt would most 
assuredly recall something previ-
ously said that would bring a smile 
to that persons face, and have them 
feel good about themselves.

Matt was a deeply spiritual man.  
For over seventeen years he has 
worked at becoming the man God 
intended him to be.  He understood 
that it was an ongoing process, 
which required work from him, and 
was a process, which had no end.  
He had tremendous faith and was 
always willing to share his experi-
ence, strength, and hope to anyone 
in need.

Matt is survived by his loving 
family, including his wife, Johan-
na, his cherished daughter, Emma, 
his stepsons, Joshua and Jared, his 
parents, William and Dorothy, his 
brothers, Michael, Patrick and his 
wife, Darrice and their daughter, 
Ciarra, Corry and his wife, Tammy 
and their sons, Will and Ben, Tony 
and his wife, Linda and their chil-
dren, Douglas and Katie, his young-
er sister, Jennifer and her husband, 
Stephen, and their children, SJ and 
Christopher.  There are many ex-
tended family members including 
his beloved aunts, uncles, cousins, 
in-laws and many, many friends that 
he considered family.

Calling hours are Monday, Febru-
ary 23rd from 2-4 & 6-9 pm in the 
Smith & Heald Funeral Home, 63 
Elm Street, Milford, NH.  A mass of 
Christian burial will be celebrated 
on Tuesday at 10:00 am in St. Pat-
rick’s Church, 34 Amherst Street, 
Milford.  In lieu of flowers, kindly 
make donations in remembrance 
of Matt to either:  Souhegan Valley 
Resources, 11 Caldwell Drive, Am-
herst, NH  03031 and/or Motivating 
Miles, P.O. Box 92, Amherst, NH  
03031 Http://www.motivatingmiles.
com  Smith & Heald Funeral Home, 
Milford, is handling arrangements.  
To leave an online condolence, 
please go to www.smith-heald.com.   

Our sincere gratitude to all of 
those that have supported our fam-
ily during this illness, and to Matt 
and Johanna’s places of employ-
ment, the Perrigo Corporation, and 
the Milford School District.

We are gathering stories of Matt 
to have bound in a book for his 
daughter Emma, so she can share in 
the stories he most certainly would 
have told her in the years to come.  
Kindly forward any you may have to 
Johanna.

“Continue your journey with great 
spirit and joy.” M.P. Johnson, 2008
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AN AVEDA CONCEPT SALON

We Bring Out the Best in You!

Salzburg Square • Route 101 • Amherst, NH • 673-0404

Celebrating our 5th Anniversary!
Come join us as we mark a special event in our history!

Aurvara Salon (formerly known as affi nity) is like no other... providing 
the best in hair, nail and skin services...

as well as the latest in stress-busting massage techniques.
For this New Year, try a new look for a new you!

You won’t be disappointed!

CLEANING-
RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL	 Liberty
Cleaning Service
Taking Care of Your Never-Ending Chores

Maureen J. Corron owner 11 Iris Road Milford, NH 03055

Obituary

Amherst Rec & PMEC Winter Vacation Activities
Register online at www.amherstrec.org or call 

us at 673-1141 or 673-6248.  Please visit our web-
site at www.pmec.org for more information.   All 
programs require pre-registration.
February Vacation Program - Winterscape

A week of fun filled activity both outside in 
the snow and inside with crafts, games, puzzles, 
court sports and fun with friends.  Please join us 
for the winter recess just as those children did 
last summer in Summerscape. Bring a snack, 
lunch, plenty to drink and wear weather appro-
priate clothes.
When: 2/23-2/27, Where: Amherst Middle School
Who: Grades 1-6
Time: 9:00am-3:00pm (before & after care avail-
able)
Fee: $100 Amherst Resident, $110 Nonresident

Leave No Child Inside- School Vacation 
Day Program

Are you wondering what your children will do 
on their school vacation days?  Send them to the 
PMEC where they’ll spend the day learning about 
and enjoying nature!  Dress your child in appro-
priate clothing and pack an extra set of clothing, 
shoes, and socks.  
When: Monday 2/23- Friday 2/27 (Winter Recess) 
Where:  PMEC
Time: Half Day 9:00AM-Noon or 1:00-4:00PM, 
Full Day 7:30AM-5:30PM
Fee: $20 Half Day Amherst Resident, $30 Half 
Day Nonresident; $40 Full Day Amherst Resi-
dent, $50 Full Day Nonresident; $175 Full Week 
Amherst Resident, $185 Full Week Nonresident

February Vacation Program - Circus Day
Here’s your chance to run away and join the 

circus and still be home in time for dinner! Par-
ticipants will learn juggling and balance tricks, 
including such circus specialties as plate-spin-
ning! Students will also learn how to create and 
make magic tricks, apply their own clown make-
up, and much more! The day will finish with a 

special circus performance for family and friends 
from 3:30 PM to 4:00 PM, in which participants 
will be able to show off newly mastered perfor-
mance skills! Participants should bring their own 
lunch, snack and drink
Who: Children grades K-6, Where: Clark School 
Multipurpose Room
When: Thursday 2/26
Time: 9:00am-4:00pm
Fee: $65 Amherst Resident, $75 Nonresident

February Vacation Program - Project Rain 
Stick

Ever want to make a rain stick? You can cre-
ate atmospheric sound effects or use as a per-
cussion instrument.  Made with space dyed reed 
and leather end caps. Approx Size: 21” long X 2” 
wide
When:  Wednesday 2/25
Where:  Amherst Middle School
Who: Grades 4-8
time:  10:00am-2:00pm (Bring a bag lunch)
Fee:  $30 Amherst Resident, $35 Nonresident

February Vacation Program - Horseback 
Riding Camp

Riding at Walnut Hollow Farm will include 
daily rides, horse and farm management, horse 
related clinics, games and fun.  Bring a snack & 
lunch 
When: 2/23-2/27, Where: Walnut Hollow Farm
Time: 7am-3pm (after-care can be provided)
Fee: $350 Amherst Resident, $360 Nonresident

Preschooler (2-5) Make and Take for Tots
Preschoolers will explore the arts through a 

different medium each week.  Draw, paint, col-
or, mold...get messy with your child! Create an 
art project to take home each week.  Many dif-
ferent mediums will be used to provide the chil-
dren many opportunities to express them selves. 
Maximum class size 10 pairs.
Where: Amherst Fire Station Meeting Room
When: 4 Sessions-Wednesdays -  3/4, 3/11, 

3/18, 3/25
Who: ages 2-5 w/adult
Time:1:00-2:00pm
Fee: $25 Resident, $30 Nonresident (includes 
parent and one child, additional sibling $3.50 
each)

PMEC Programs Sponsored by  
Amherst Recreation

Snowshoe Rentals
Snowshoes are available in a variety of sizes 

for <30 lbs. to >220 lbs. If you can walk, you can 
snowshoe! Rent in person during PMEC hours of 
operation.  
When:  Monday & Tuesday 9:00AM-1:00PM
Friday 12:00-4:00PM
Saturday 9:00AM-4:00PM
Sunday 12:00-4:00PM
Fee:  $6 per Amherst Resident / $8 per non-resi-
dent maximum four hour usage or $20 for 24 
hour rental; $15 Amherst Resident family (3+ 
people), $20 Nonresident family (3+ people)

Monthly Creature Feature
How long can a beaver hold its breath for? 

What is the only bird that can fly backwards? 
Do frogs drink through their skin? Why do only 
the female mosquitoes bite? Learn the answers 
to questions like these and more during “Crea-
ture Feature” at the Peabody Mill Environmental 
Center.   This monthly program is geared towards 
people of all ages who want to see live animals up 
close and personal.  Those brave enough might 
get the chance to hold or touch one of our fea-
tured creatures.  A different local or exotic ani-
mal will be featured each session.  
March: Flying Squirrel
April: The Turtle Lady
When:  Saturdays- 3/7, 4/4, 5/2, 6/6
Where:  PMEC
Time:  2:00-3:00PM
Fee:  Free to Amherst Residents (donations ac-
cepted), $1 Nonresidents 

Nikolai Massenkoff and his troupe perform March 6


