
�  •  the Amherst Citizen  •  M A R C H   5  –  2 3 ,   2 0 0 9  •  w w w . a m h e r s t c i t i z e n . c o m   

Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 672-9444
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com

NEXT ISSUE:
Thurs., March 24, 2009

Deadline: 5 p.m.
Wednesday, March 18

*Dates are subject to change. 
Watch future issues for schedule updates.

Phone: 67�-9444 Fax: 67�-8153
e-mail: news@amherstcitizen.com
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The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst
 ❑	 Amherst Town Library
	 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst
	 ❑ Vic’s Brunch Place, Amherst
 ❑ General Store, Mont Vernon
	 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford
	 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford
 ❑ Silva Mart, Milford
 ❑ Stop & Shop, Milford
	 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis
 ❑ Harvest Market, Bedford
	 ❑ Hannaford SuperMarket, Bedford
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Selectmen Support Bruce Bowler
To the editor:

We have served on the Board of Selectmen with Bruce as chair for a cu-
mulative seven years now.  He is a hard-working, dedicated, tell-it-like-it-is 
type of fellow. He has lived here his entire life and unlimited knowledge of 
the town, its departments, and history is an invaluable part of our meet-
ings. We need people like Bruce to serve our town. We know we will sup-
port Bruce for another term as a member of the Board of Selectmen and we 
hope you do, too.

	 	 	 	 	 Brad	Galinson
	 	 	 	 	 George	Infanti
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst

Brew Requests Your Vote
To the editor:

My name is Dwight Brew and I am running for reelection for a one year 
term on the Amherst School Board. I have had the privilege of serving as 
an Amherst School Board member for the past six years. While there is still 
work to do, I believe that the Amherst School District has made substan-
tial progress towards our commitment to providing an excellent education 
for our students while also focusing on financial responsibility. Along with 
other board members and our staff, I am pleased to have been a part of 
this positive change and I would like to continue this work. I hope that you 
will take the time to vote on March 10th and would appreciate your vote. 
Thank you.

	 	 	 	 	 Dwight	Brew
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst

On the Radio With ACA
To the editor:

 Your Amherst Citizens Association will be on radio this week dis-
cussing the Town’s spending proposals for FY10 and our voter guide. You 
can listen live Thursday March 5 at 6:05 PM on WLMW 90.7 FM. New 
Hampshire Taxpayer Radio is hosted by the Coalition of New Hampshire 
Taxpayers and is broadcast live every Thursday from the Amherst Chris-
tian Church. Each week, Ed Naile and Jane Aitken from CNHT discuss 
matters of interest to New Hampshire taxpayers and this week I’ll be join-
ing them and adding some local flavor for Amherst taxpayers. You can find 
more information at www.nhtaxpayerradio.com and www.amherstcitizen-
sassociation.org.

	 	 	 	 	 Mark	Vincent
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst

Ludt Seeks Fourth Term on  
Souhegan School Board
To the editor:

I want to thank those of you who have supported my efforts as a member 
of the Souhegan School Board over the past 9 years.  I am running for one 
more term because I remain committed to Souhegan and the work of the 
school board.  

As a member of the Souhegan School Board, I feel that I have played an 
integral part in developing fiscally sound budgets, thoughtful policy, and 
improved communication between and among the various stakeholders.  I 
remain committed to making sure that our students, administration, and 
faculty/staff have all of the tools needed to maintain the level of excellence 
demanded by our communities.  I remain a steadfast supporter of the Co-
alition of Essential Schools philosophy.  Everyday I see evidence of the ways 
in which our dedicated teachers are challenging our students to be the best 
that they can be.  I marvel at the many achievements of our students. As a 
community, we should all be very proud of the successes of our students, 
faculty, and staff at Souhegan.  

My campaign slogan back in 2000 was “Let’s take pride in the things that 
Souhegan does best and take action to change the things that need im-
provement”.  I have been true to that slogan for the last nine years.   Since 
we have a relatively new board (3 out of 7 members are in their first year), I 
felt it made sense to offer my time and commitment so that we could con-
tinue to make progress as a cohesive board.  I hope the voters of Amherst 
will see fit to support me in my run for a fourth term as one of their repre-
sentatives on the Souhegan School Board.  I look forward to seeing you at 
the polls on March 10. Thank you.

	 	 	 	 	 Jeanne	Ludt
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst

Keep the Blue Bus Rolling
To the editor:

The Souhegan Valley Transportation Collaborative is offering all resi-
dents of Amherst, Milford, Hollis and Brookline an affordable, wheelchair- 
accessible, door-to-door, shared-ride van service to healthcare and social 
services between the towns and to and from Nashua.  It provides a “Green-
er” transit option and promotes a sense of independence for residents who 
do not drive or have mobility issues. This Pilot Project is funded by grants 
and donations and is a contract with Nashua Transit System.    SVTC  will 
continue to work with the Nashua Regional Planning Commission and lo-
cal governments toward a permanent transportation service in the Souhe-
gan Valley.  We hope you will vote YES Article 39 which asks the Town of 
Amherst to fund $5,500 in support of this effort.

	 	 	 	 	 Carolyn	Mitchell
	 	 	 	 	 Souhegan	Valley		 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 Transportation	Collaborative
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst

Keep Options Open
To the editor:

I hope Amherst voters will decide to keep their options open regarding 
the use of the Martin property by voting Yes on Warrant Article 24.  If de-
velopers buy the land and build a housing development, it will be too late 
for Amherst residents to reconsider our choices regarding that wonderful 
property and those great views.

 
	 	 	 	 	 Respectfully,
	 	 	 	 	 Jo	Deckert
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst Joe Esposito Seeks Vacant Seat  

on Board of Selectmen
To the editor:

My name is Joe Esposito and I am a candidate for Amherst’s Board of Se-
lectmen. I am seeking voter support for my candidacy. 

If I am fortunate enough to be elected I will represent all the citizens of 
Amherst. However I will champion the retired and older residents whose 
voices are seldom heard. One of my qualifications is that, never having held 
political office, elected or appointed, I am not beholden to any party, per-
son or group. I am a former Treasurer of a publicly traded company. I am 
seventy-four years old and suggest that my life experience should count for 
something. 

If elected my priority will be to break the cycle of annual automatic tax 
increases that are greater than the cost-of-living increases. Every year the 
budgeters start the budget process with the paradigm ‘The budget will in-
crease no more than X%’. This becomes a self-fulfilling prophesy. My aim is 
to start with a goal to reduce the budget and call for the department heads 
to do likewise. Any budget increases will be minimal. I will work to as-
sure that annual routine maintenance for roads, buildings and equipment 
is properly funded in the budget and actually used for the purpose the fund 
was attended.

Additionally I will make myself available to Amherst citizens to listen to 
their concerns and bring them to the attention of the appropriate town de-
partment. I have the spare time to do this.

I thank all for considering my candidacy and assure you that a vote for 
me will not be misplaced.

 
	 	 	 	 	 Sincerely,
	 	 	 	 	 Joe	Esposito
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst

13.6%
To the editor:

13.6%.  That is the spending increase supported by our Board of Select-
men.  

Boston cut their library budget by 7% and negotiated with the fire and po-
lice to forego contract raises in lieu of layoffs.  Closer to home, Milford’s Se-
lectmen settled on a 0.4% pay increase to be distributed by merit.  Nashua’s 
budget is just 1% more than last year and Hollis settled on 2%.

Within Amherst, the Amherst School District decided against all new 
programs presented by the administration, negotiated a new support staff 
agreement, put off some renovations until next year and came in with a 2% 
spending increase.  Remarkable when 80% of their budget is contracted la-
bor.

For the first time ever the Souhegan School District is proposing a to-
tal spending package that will see their portion of the tax rate actually de-
crease.  Well done Souhegan!

Our Selectmen decided to go in the other direction.  In spite of a revenue 
decrease of $375,000 our Selectmen increased total spending by 13.6%.  In 
the face of Gov. Lynch’s warning that there would be a decline in state aid, 
13.6%.  The Dow, and your 401k, has gone from 14,000 to less that 7,500 
but our Selectmen support a 13.6% increase.  Layoffs, foreclosures, and pay 
freezes everywhere, but our Selectmen think a 13.6% spending increase is 
reasonable.  

Please join me in a return to reality and vote NO on the budget and war-
rants – with 2 exceptions.  Vote yes on the defibrillation and resuscitation 
equipment.  We are going to need them when we open our next tax bill.

	 	 	 	 	 Tedd	Landon
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst

Vote Yes to Fix Bad Roads 
To the editor: 

On March 10th the Amherst taxpayers have a choice: A yes vote on Ar-
ticle #22 will start the process that will reconstruct our 22.9 miles of “bad” 
roads and a no vote will not.

Please come prepared to vote on Article #22.  There are several links on 
the Town of Amherst website (http://www.amherstnh.gov/) and a three 
page summary in the 2009 Town Report that will help you understand 
the Road Funding Analysis Committee’s recommendations.  You may also 
email or call our town administrator at  gmacguire@amherstnh.gov or 
673-6041, ext. 209.

I believe it our responsibility to fix the road infrastructure in our town 
and that it is our responsibility to vote on March 10th.

	 	 	 	 	 Liz	Overholt
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst

Stop By For a Chat
To the editor:

Saturday, February 21 was bright and sunny as I met the public next to 
the “Rotary Park” on Union Street in Milford.  As a Milford/Amherst State 
Rep I promise to make myself available at convenient times and places to 
answer, as best I can, constituent’s questions and hear their concerns.  Un-
like the previous week at the Amherst Post Office, where it was all about 
the economy, there was a broader range of topics in Milford.  Questions/
opinions included Veteran’s benefits, the need for sharp bids in local con-
struction, the coming Maple Sugar Season (Spring is coming) and yes com-
ments on the “Stimulus” program as well.

I’ll be back for more direct contact in May when the NH State Budget is 
approaching its final form for 2010-2011.  But if you can’t wait, I’ll be run-
ning the family back yard Maple Syrup operation at 231 Boston Post Road 
in Amherst, just South of the Village on the right, so stop by for a chat 
about whats on your mind.

	 	 	 	 	 Bill	Belvin
	 	 	 	 	 State	Rep
	 	 	 	 	 Hillsborough	6
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst/Milford

Join Me in Voting For Jeanne Ludt
To the editor:

I ask the voters of Amherst to support Jeanne Ludt’s candidacy for a three 
year seat on the Souhegan Cooperative School Board. Jeanne, an incum-
bent School Board member, has not only the experience but also the dedi-
cation to the students and the taxpayers alike, to best fill this position. 

I have served for the past year with Jeanne on the School Board and am 
impressed with her commitment to the needs of the students, ensuring 
that they have what they need to be successful, while always being mindful 
of the burden this can place on the taxpayers.  Understanding the respon-
sibility that comes with the position, Jeanne takes the time to research the 
important issues that come before the Board and dictate its policies and 
budget. She is prepared for every discussion and makes well informed de-
cisions. 

Truly a civic leader, Jeanne continues to work toward  better communi-
cation among all the stakeholders in Souhegan High, including the school 
district, the towns of Amherst and Mont Vernon, taxpayers, local organiza-
tions, and community members. Better education is a plus for all.

Join me in voting for Jeanne Ludt for Souhegan Cooperative School 
Board on March 10.

	 	 	 	 	 Christine	Janson
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst

Taste for a Cure for CF Sponsored 
by Local Businesses
To the editor:

Taste for a Cure for Cystic Fibrosis will be held on April 16th at the 
SERESC Conference Centre in Bedford. As you know my 10 year old 
daughter, Rosie has cystic fibrosis. She is doing really well at the moment 
and this is thanks to the new therapies and medications being developed 
by the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. However even with all the developments 
the life expectancy is still only 37 so we need to keep the momentum going 
and find a cure really soon.

Three years ago I got together with some of my neighbors in Amherst 
and we started a fundraiser called Taste for a Cure for Cf. It has been a fan-
tastic success and in the first two years we raised nearly $180,000 for the 
CFF!!! This event could not have been so successful if it was not for the won-
derful talented committee and the support we have from the local com-
munity and businesses, in particular the businesses and restaurants that 
participate and sponsor us. Local Chefs donate their time and talent, guests 
pay $50 to sample their goodies, wine and beer. Amherst based businesses , 
A & E Coffee Roastery, Eden Restaurant and Wine Bar, Fredericks Pastries, 
Giorgio’s Restaurante and Meze Bar, La Belle Winery and The Tap in Grille 
at Amherst Country Club will generously participate again to make the 
event even better this year! Mike Morin for WZID is emcee for the evening 
and the BYPC Jazz combo will entertain. A silent auction featuring items 
such a trip to Ireland, a trip to the Cayman Islands, a kayak, gift baskets and 
many unique items adds to the fun of the evening. 

Thanks for all your support in the past.

	 	 	 	 	 Paula	Garvey
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst


