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PROTECT OUR 
HERITAGE

BECAUSE ONCE IT’S GONE...
IT’S GONE FOREVER!

VOTE YES
ARTICLE 24
AMHERST WAYS & MEANS YES 7-0

AMHERST BOARD OF SELECTMEN YES 5-0

PAID FOR BY CAROLYN & JIM QUINN

PRESERVE
THE MARTIN LAND

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

Now Is the Time To Protect Our   
Inheritance, Vote Yes on Article 24
To the editor:

Every year about this time Amherst residents begin to focus on the work 
of our town. What most often catches our attention is the town budget and 
what we need to learn about the warrant articles. When I think of these is-
sues, I am always drawn back to our early years in Amherst and the fine 
people we came to know.  Obviously, the town was well run but, what im-
pressed us most, were the dedicated citizens who had tended to Amherst 
lovingly and, as with their family heirlooms, they assigned great value to 
our trees and fields and scenic roads – along with our historic village.  We 
have all benefited from their care - enjoying an “inheritance” of sorts - and, 
thankfully, quite often, we have followed in their footsteps.  We are now 
looking at a special opportunity which, admittedly, has come to us in a time 
of financial insecurity.  Nevertheless, the opportunity is extraordinary and 
the time is “now”. 

As most of you know, there are one-hundred and four acres of land sitting 
atop Chestnut Hill Road with a house that dates to the 1700’s.  Because the 
Martin family remained in their home for fifty-three years and refused all 
offers by developers, the land has remained intact. 

Recently the house, along with twelve acres of land, has been excluded 
from our consideration.  As a result, the cost to Amherst has been reduced 
by $600,000 and, with the Town of Bedford expected to buy a thirty-seven 
acre parcel located in their town, we should see a further reduction in the 
cost of buying the land.   

Our question, as a community, is whether or not we have the courage 
to take a true “leap of faith” and vote to keep this land open and free from 
development so we may protect not only the beauty we find there but, our 
rural character, our precious natural resources, our wildlife, and our gre-
enways.   If that is accomplished we will have bought the land for all the 
right reasons and, our families, along with future generations, will enjoy 
the breath-taking views and serenity of that land along with the recreational 
possibilities that await us there.

Please vote “Yes” on Article 24.   Many thanks.

	 	 	 	 Carolyn	Quinn
	 	 	 	 Amherst

Cemetery Trustees “Shall” Plan for the Future

Vote For Responsible Government 
and No for Road Repairs
To the editor:

The spin at the Deliberative Session on February 4, was that the terrible 
condition of our town roads came from many, many years of under fund-
ing the maintenance budget by the citizens of Amherst.  If anyone in town 
believes this, I’ve got a sweet piece of land in Florida I’ll sell you. In reality, 
the management of all town business rests at the feet of the Selectmen, and 
this issue is no different. Two selectmen (one current, one former) both ad-
mitted that the number one complaint they heard while on the board, was 
the condition of roads.  Yet year after year no one on the board addressed 
the problem. In fact, for several years, budget funds were diverted for other 
projects.  

Now we have 20 miles of road that need to be torn up and made new.  In 
this horrible economic time, the Selectmen are asking for six million dollars 
to begin these repairs (another 9 million to be requested at a later date). The 
questions to consider are:  Can we trust them to manage this money and 
how vital is it that we start immediately?  

I feel strongly that given their track record, we cannot trust them to man-
age this money (the “oversight” that they mentioned that night did nothing 
to ease my concerns).  This year, instead of recognizing the difficult eco-
nomic times and presenting us bare bones budget and warrant articles, 
their proposed spending will be an increase of 14% over last year; hardly 
fiscally responsible.      

The Selectmen stressed the vital need to begin this process immediately. 
We can’t wait ten years to fix the roads and we certainly shouldn’t even wait 
five years.  But putting it off one year to give the Selectmen time to show us 
they can be responsible is not unreasonable.  Remember, this proposal was 
only presented to us because the Ways and Means (and later the ACA) was 
asking so many questions about money and road repair, that the Selectmen 
put together the committee to look into it.  If the Selectmen hadn’t been 
given this pressure, there would have been no committee, and no proposal.  

Let the Selectmen know you expect responsible governance and vote no 
on the Road Repair warrant article. 

	 	 	 	 Libb	Crocker
	 	 	 	 Amherst									

To the editor:
On March 10, The Amherst Cemetery Trustees ask 

voters to approve Article 36 to authorize $15,000.00 to 
be put into the Forestview Cemetery Capital Reserve 
Fund.    The Cemetery Trustees operate under RSA 
289.2 which is shown below.

RSA 289:2 Municipality to Provide. – Every munici-
pality shall provide one or more suitable cemeteries for 
the interment of deceased persons within its boundar-
ies, which shall be subject to such regulations as the mu-
nicipality may establish. In the absence of regulations 
established by vote of the legislative body, the cemetery 
trustees may establish such regulations pursuant to 
RSA 289:7, I(a). The operation and maintenance of all 
cemeteries owned and maintained by the municipality 
shall be in the charge of the cemetery trustees.

The Cemetery Trustees estimate Meadowview Cem-
etery and Cricket Corner Cemetery will be filled to ca-
pacity by 2014, which is only five years away.   In or-
der to be ready for this, the Cemetery Trustees must 
plan now for the construction of Forest View Cemetery 
which will be located on the land now known as Cem-
etery Fields on Merrimack Road.

Currently, the Trustees have completed 40% of the 
planning project which was to survey the land, do a 
topography map and hire a landscape architect.  The 
$15,000.00 in the warrant article will be used to have 
the landscape architect develop a final design which 

will be put out to bid.  In addition, the final plan will 
give the Trustees an estimated cost on the project.  In 
order to arrange the new cemetery, the trustees must 
adhere to the RSA below.

RSA 289:9 Use of Trust Funds   – Cemetery corpora-
tions and the trust fund trustees of municipalities may 
take and hold funds in trust, and may apply the income 
of the trust to the improvement, watering, or embel-
lishment of the cemetery, or to the care, preservation, 
or embellishment of any lot or its appurtenances.

The Cemetery Trust Fund income from 1986 to 
2006 paid for cemetery maintenance out of the inter-
est accrued in the Trust Fund.  This saved the town over 
$500,000.00. In 2005, the Trustees and the Board of 
Selectmen reviewed the town’s future need for burials.  
They agreed that the town would need to develop For-
est View Cemetery in 2014. In order to finance the lay-
out, it was decided that the town would start paying for 
current cemetery maintenance, enabling the cemetery 
trust fund to accumulate interest income for the con-
struction of the new cemetery.  The trustees are asking 
for the fifteen thousand dollars to complete the design, 
so that work can commence on the layout plans.

The Trustees ask for your support on March 10.

Sincerely,											
Peter	Bergin,			Marie	Grella,	and	Kevin	Grassett
Amherst	Cemetery	Trustees

The Whole Truth
To the editor:

We the AFD are looking to replace Engine 2, a 1987 1250 gallon per min-
ute class “A” pumper which is housed at the South Fire Station on Stearns 
Rd., not Engine 3 as reported by ACA.  When purchased, we truly believed 
that this would be a 30 year service life fire truck.  Unfortunately, there are 
variables that affect the service life of a fire truck or any vehicle, personal 
or commercial.  One of those variables is the region of the country served 
(road salt). Additionally, when dissimilar metals are used together (welds, 
screws, nuts and bolts), metals (including galvaneal) will produce rust.  Let 
me assure the citizens of Amherst, this is not the result of lack of mainte-
nance or upkeep by members of the AFD.  Every member of the AFD is ex-
tremely proud of the equipment we are most fortunate to have, and we are 
grateful to the citizens of Amherst for providing us this equipment.  

Engine 4 was sold by a sealed bid and is still in service in the State of 
Maine.  The tanker was transferred to the DPW without the benefit of a re-
furbish or overhaul of any sort, for immediate use in flushing culverts. As a 
result the town purchased a new $300,000, a safer and more capable tanker 
for the town.  The old tanker is still housed in the Central Fire Station, and is 
awaiting finishing touches and equipment to be placed back in service (for 
use by both the AFD and DPW) as a new and versatile brush truck.  Just as 
a note, several members of the AFD are performing much of this conver-
sion/refurbishment work themselves, and on their own time at a significant 
cost savings to the town.   

I applaud Mr. Landon and each member of the ACA for their time spent 
keeping the taxpayers of Amherst informed.  Despite the fact that much of 
the ACA’s efforts seem to focus on the AFD, I believe that many of their ef-
forts are genuine.  As such, I along with the Fire Chief, invite all the mem-
bers of the ACA and every citizen of the Town of Amherst to come down to 
the fire station.  Meet the members, tour the station, inspect the equipment 
and apparatus, sit in and climb on the apparatus.  Ask questions and find 
out about the services the AFD provides.  We have nothing to hide.  Take 
this opportunity to get to know us first hand.  After all, we are…..YOUR 
Amherst Fire Department.      

	 	 	 	 Respectfully,
	 	 	 	 Bill	Campbell
	 	 	 	 Captain,	Amherst	Fire	Department
	 	 	 	 (edited)
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We’ll Help Keep Your New 
Tub and Shower Doors Clean For...

FREE!
If you’ve always wanted glass doors for 
your tub or shower, but the thought of 

cleaning them has made you cringe, then 
wait no more! For a limited time only, we 
are offering Clear Shield or ShowerGuard

protection with all our new tub and 
shower enclosures for...

FREE!
These patented technologies seal the 
glass surface, meaning with very little 
effort, your glass will always look as 
gorgeous as the day you bought it!

It is once again time to exert your civic power by 
voting on March 10th. 

It is also once again time to get acquainted with 
oh- so-many warrant articles from the town, and 
our school districts.

One such warrant article, Article 24, the request 
to purchase approximately 100 open space acres 
atop Chestnut Hill is especially confusing.  The 
warrant started as a request for $1,890,000 to pur-
chase the aforementioned acres AND a house.  The 
town would subsequently sell the house to recoup 
some of its money.  Additionally, some of the land is 
located in Bedford and Bedford will reimburse Am-
herst for its share of the acreage.

Just hours prior to the deliberative session, and 
based on feedback during our public hearings, the 
Board of Selectmen renegotiated the deal to exclude 
the house (and 12 acres of land) and reduce the pur-
chase price of the land only to “up to $1,290,000”. 
Seems simple enough, but not really.  

The $600,000 reduction in price to exclude the 
house actually increases the per acre price to the 
town from $8,000 to over $14,000. To make matters 
worse, there is not a current nor especially accurate 
appraisal to define the value of this land.

This warrant article only authorizes the Board of 
Selectmen to negotiate a new Purchase and Sale ar-
rangement for the land (without the house) and pay, 
at most, $1,290,000.  It does not require us to pay 
$1,290,000 nor does it even require us to consum-
mate the transaction at all.

Be assured that the Board of Selectmen will not 
only obtain a new appraisal of the property and ne-
gotiate the actual purchase price based on that ap-
praisal, but also make sure Bedford will purchase 
their share at a reasonable per acre price.  Addi-
tionally, certain relevant details like requiring that 
the 12 acres that goes with the house remains un-
subdivisible, open space; determining who pays for 
the lot subdivision; maintaining the hay fields; and 
locating the trailheads for public access will all be 
thoroughly vetted BEFORE any transaction is con-
summated.

The Board of Selectmen wholeheartedly supports 
this warrant article. This type of land is only avail-
able once before it is eaten by subdivision. Please 
consider this and other articles on the March 10th 
ballot.

	 	 Amherst	Board	of	Selectmen

Commentary

 Selectmen Support Land Purchase – Article 24


