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More Letters

Support for Bowler and O’Mara
To the editor:

First of all, a heart felt thanks to all those who give so much time on be-
half of Amherst citizens.  And especially to the Board of Selectmen who 
spent so many hours on Town business through out the year.  As we come 
up to ballot time with 2 seats up for election, I would recommend 2 can-
didates out of personal experience, both of whom have given much to the 
Town already.

The first is current Selectman, Bruce Bowler, running for re-election.  I 
first remember Bruce some years ago when he was attending all the Select-
men meetings, just in the audience as a citizen.  One of the Selectmen asked 
him finally why he was there and he said that it was his goal to serve the 
Town and run for a seat on the Board.  But first he wanted to really under-
stand about the Town’s operation and business process.  that impressed me 
for the willingness that Bruce had to do the homework, understand the job, 
and only then present himself to the voters.  Well, he did run,  won 3 terms, 
and is now looking for his 4th.  I believe we should re-elect him because 
of the depth of his experience, his level headedness, and long term view 
point on the Town overall (he’s a native).  We’re in tough economic times 
and Bruce feels like this is not the time to walk away, but rather to stay and 
continue to bring leadership to the Board and the Town.  I urge Amherst to 
support Bruce.

My second recommendation is for Jim O’Mara.   He is a past Ways & 
Means Commitee member, and a past multi-term school board member.  
Through all his service, he has shown a really solid grounding in budget 
building and administration, a depth of leadership, and the desire to serve 
the Town as a long term citizen.  Jim will be a huge asset to us as a Select-
man, and I would highly recommend that we vote him onto the Board of 
Selectmen. 

 
	 	 	 	 	 Jack	Kunkel
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst

Support for O’Mara for Selectman
To the editor:

I am encouraging everyone in Amherst to vote for Jim O’Mara for Se-
lectman on March 10, 2009.  Jim is an advocate for government being open 
and accessible to the public and that each and every department should be 
held accountable for their spending.  Jim will work hard to ensure that the 
citizens of Amherst know where, why and when their tax dollars are being 
spent.

While Jim was a member of the Amherst School District School Board, 
he and the Board brought the large deficit spending to a halt.  He knows 
how to develop and manage budgets, and is very knowledgeable about our 
town and state from both a legal and financial standpoint.

Jim and his wife Patti have been active volunteers in Amherst since mov-
ing here 16 years ago.  Jim will be a welcome asset to the Amherst Board of 
Selectmen and I support him.

Please come out and vote for Jim O’Mara on March 10, 2009

	 	 	 Shelley	Stama
	 	 	 Amherst

VOTE YES on Petition Warrant 
Article 40
To the editor:

We need to protect the quality and quantity of our water supply now and 
in the future.  We can not afford to make a mistake.  And just because you 
have a private well does not mean that you are not impacted.

As a member of the Merrimack Valley Regional Water District’s (later 
referred to as The District)  Board of Directors, the town participates in de-
cisions that affect “The District” and the community.  A member in good 
standing requires that the town representative attend meetings and that 
the town pays its portion of the attorney fees for “The District.”  Each town’s 
share of the fees is $5000.00 per year.  

These fees will be paid back to the Town (taxpayers) when the takeover of 
Pennichuck Water Works is completed by Nashua and Nashua turns Pen-
nichuck over to “The District.”  

The advantages of being a member of The Merrimack Valley Regional 
Water District
•	 With	a	representative	from	each	community	on	the	Water	District’s	

Board	of	Directors,	it	would	ensure	that	the	management	and	capital	im-
provements	planning	were	responsive	to	community	needs.		All	meetings	
and	business	would	be	open	to	the	public	as	opposed	to	the	meetings	
held	by	any	private	corporation.

•	 The	goal	of	any	private	corporation	is	to	put	the	shareholders	interests	
first.			In	the	case	of	water,	this	is	disastrous.		“The	District”	would	con-
sider	communities	and	their	customers	first.		By	acquisition	and	conser-
vation	of	open	space	and	careful	land	management	“The	District”	would	
be	able	to	protect	our	water	supply.

•	 “The	District”	would	not	have	to	pay	Federal	or	State	taxes,	corporate	ex-
penses,	dividends	and	would	be	able	to	borrow	at	more	favorable	rates.		
Pennichuck	water	customers	now	pay	some	of	the	highest	service	and	
water	rates	in	the	state	and	Pennichuck	Water	is	not	done	yet,	they	have	
requested	another	rate	hike	from	the	PUC.		Since	the	Town	and	Schools	
get	their	water	from	Pennichuck	the	rates	affect	all	taxpayers.

•	 Bonds	issued	by	“The	District”	would	only	be	paid	by	“The	District	rate-
payers.			The	municipality	would	benefit	by	payments	made	in-	lieu	of	
taxes	for	pipelines,	storage	tanks	and	watershed	lands	located	in	the	
town.			

Beginning in 2003, the Boards of Selectmen voted each year to contribute 
to the legal expenses for The District.  However, in 2007 and 2008, the deci-
sion was made to not contribute to the legal expenses.    

Since Amherst is a charter member of the District and has the second 
most number of Pennichuck customers after Nashua and has an enormous 
aquifer to protect, I believe that the town should continue to stay engaged 
and support this effort.  We must be involved in the early “District” deci-
sions.  We should continue to pay our share of the legal expenses.   That is 
why I am encouraging the town to VOTE YES on Petition Warrant Article 
40. What more important investment can the town make than to protect a 
commodity that no one can do without and can not be replaced?

	 	 	 Marilyn	Peterman
	 	 	 Amherst’s	representative	
	 	 	 Merrimack	Regional	Valley	Water	District

Thank You For Your Support
To the editor:

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone in Amherst for 
the support they have given to me over the last three years as an Amherst 
Selectman. I thoroughly enjoyed my term and look forward to serving in 
some other capacity in the future. I leave knowing that Amherst is fortu-
nate enough to have George Infanti, Tom Grella, Brad Galinson and with 
any luck, Bruce Bowler and Jim O’Mara as your Selectman.  

I would especially like to extend my appreciation to Bruce Bowler, chair-
man of the Board of Selectman, for his help and guidance during my term. 
As the chairman, he was consistently on top of all topics, available to help 
and was willing to let all of us do our jobs without micromanaging and in-
terference. Chairman is not a position that could have been held by anyone 
not willing to give 100%. He did and the town was fortunate to have him 
as their chairman. 

That is why I support Bruce in his bid for re-election. He is capable, will-
ing and certainly qualified to continue as a member of the Amherst Board 
of Selectman. In addition, I also give my support to Mr. Jim O’Mara in his 
bid for election. Jim is no stranger to Amherst having served as a member 
of the Amherst School Board. A fiscal conservative, Jim will bring a wealth 
of knowledge and experience to the board. Thank you again.

	 	 	 	 	 Reed	Panasiti	
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst

cluding the implementation of the bonding previously authorized in 
the 2005 Town Meeting it being understood that this vote be condi-
tional on the seller and Selectmen agreeing to amend said purchase 
and sale agreement so that the total purchase price will be reduced 
not to exceed $1,290,000 and also, that the amount of property pur-
chased will be designated as ALL of the 103.80 acres identified above, 
less the existing house with 12 acres of land and that any proceeds 
from the sale of this land to be used to pay down the then existing 
principal balance of the bond. (The Board of Selectmen unanimous-
ly recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means Committee unani-
mously supports this article.)

This article has an estimated tax impact of $.07.
Article	25:	EMS	Cardiac	Defibrillation	Equipment	Replace-
ment

($74,550) This article has an estimated tax impact of $.04.
Article	26:	EMS	Cardiac	Resuscitation	Equipment

 ($13,237) This article has an estimated tax impact of $.01.
Article	27:	DPW	Replacement	Trucks	

($59,080) This article has an estimated tax impact $.03.
Article	28:	Baboosic	Lake	Phase	IV	Community	Septic	De-
sign

($14,500) This article has an estimated tax impact of $.01.
Article	29:	Fire	Department	Engine	1	Refurbishment

($20,600) This article has an estimated tax impact of $.01.
Article	30:	Recreational	Facilities	Capital	Reserve	Fund

($250,000.00) from surplus. This article has no tax impact.
Article	31:	Fire	Apparatus	Capital	Reserve	Fund

($150,000) This article has an estimated tax impact of $.08.
Article	32:	Ambulance	Capital	Reserve	Fund

($22,000) This article has an estimated tax impact of $.01.
Article	33:	-Assessing	Revaluation	Capital	Reserve	Fund

($25,000) This article has an estimated tax impact of $.01.

Article	34:	Communications	Center	Capital	Reserve	Fund
($5,000) This article has an estimated tax impact of less than $.01.

Article	35:	Town	250th	Anniversary	Celebration	Capital	Re-
serve	Fund

($5,000) This article has an estimated tax impact of less than $.01.
Article	36:	Forestview	Cemetery	Capital	Reserve	Fund

($15,000) This article has an estimated tax impact of $.01.
Article	37:	Highway	Equipment	Capital	Reserve	Fund

($20,000) This article has an estimated tax impact of $.01.
Article	38:	Health	and	Human	Service	Agencies

 ($1.00) 
Article	39:	Souhegan	Valley	Transportation	Collaborative	
Subsidy	
(Submitted	by	Petition)	

($5,500) This article has an estimated tax impact of less than $.01.
Article	40:	Merrimack	Valley	Regional	Water	District	Legal	
Fees	
(Submitted	by	Petition)	

($10,000) This article has an estimated tax impact of less than 
$.01.

Tax rate increases
Amherst	School	District:		 $0.23
Souhegan	School	District:		$0.01
Town	of	Amherst:			 $0.617

Total:	Tax	rate	increase	of		$0.857

Increase	on	tax	bill:
Property	valued	at		 $250,000	-	$214.25
	 	 	 $400,000	-	$342.80
	 	 	 $550,000	-	$471.35

Town Administrator Gary MacGuire said, “These numbers are the 
best, conservative estimates we have.”  MacGuire also noted that rev-
enues estimates are down by $363,392 (-7.83%).  The growth in the 
town assessment is estimated at .5%

Facing Divorce?
It doesn’t have to be a war.

Get information on your options:
� Collaborative Law
� Unbundled Services
� Mediation

Amherst � phone 672.0770 
www.nhdivorce.com

Wilton – phone 654-5000
www.nhdivorce.com

NH’s PREMIUM Coffee Roaster
wholesale~retail~mail order

603-578-3338~www.AEroastery.com

Carriage Depot
135 Rt 101A
Amherst, NH
M-F 6:30am-6pm
Sat 8am-6pm
Sun 10am-4pm

J.M. PRINCEWELL ON THE MILFORD OVAL
Open most days until 8pm-ish ~ 673-0611

March Events!
Fri. & Sat., Mar. 27 & 28

Organic Baby Boutique

	 Baby
	 Shower
	 Registry

The Best way to get 
Everything Organic 

For you & your baby!
Onesies, Kimonos, Rompers, Footies, 

Tops & Bottoms, Dresses, Gowns, Sleep 
Sacks, Jumpsuits, Socks, Hats, Bibs, 

Booties, Leather Shoes, Blankets, Crib 
Sheets, Wool Mattress Pads,  Bath & Body 
Care, Hooded Towels, Wash  Clothes, The 
Spa Baby Tub, Teethers,  Pacifiers, Cloth 

Diapers, Glass Bottles, Sippy Cups, Nursing 
Tops, Nursing Pads, Burp Clothes, Plush & 
Wooden Toys, Storage Towers, Toy Boxes, 
Hampers, Diaper Bags, Slings, Carriers, 

Newborn & Twin Gift Sets.

Register In-Store or at Home!

273 Union Square on the Oval
Milford, NH 03055

603-673-5381
www.storkorganicbaby.com                

Darlene Chauvette
Broker/owner

darlene@transitionsnh.com    

Transitions Realty, LLC
294 Route 101, Unit 4  (Next to Salzburg Square)
Amherst, NH 03031 • 673-0833 www.transitionsnh.com

Get your home 
ready for the  
Spring Market!  
Call me for tips!
Attention: First Time 
Home Buyers... 
with low interest rates 
and home prices, take 
advantage of the $8,000 
tax credit.  
Call me for details.

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
storm damage Cleanup • stump Grinding On-site

tree & Brush Chipping available Beard & Boyd Insurance Agency, llc
8 Main Street, Amherst, NH 03031 • 603-673-7228 • www.beardboyd.com

Now that it’s 2009, have you 
resolved to have your insurance 
needs analyzed?
Stop by our office 
and let us review 
your policy.

On the Village Green

u Budgets and Bonds   continued from page 4

See this week’s specials at 
www.seasonalstores.com/whatsnew. 

Clubs,	committees	and	civic	organizations:	be	sure	to	send	
your	news	and	events	to	The Amherst Citizen,	P.O.	Box	291,	
Amherst,	NH	03031,	or	e-mail:	news@amherstcitizen.com

Next	Issue:	March	24
Deadline:	March	18 For	complete	voting	results	after	the	March	10	

elections,	visit:	www.amherstcitizen.com


