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NASHUA – Renowned Irish mu-
sican Finbar Furey will perform at 
the Nashua Public Library on Satur-
day, March 14, at 3 p.m.

Joining Furey will be his band, 
the Boatmen, which includes Pat-
sy Whelan, Brian Gaffney, and Ken 
Gillick.

A native of Dublin’s Coombe dis-
trict, Furey grew up in a household 
where his father played fiddle and 
pipes and his mother played melo-
deon and five-stringed banjo. 

He and his brothers formed a 
band, the Fureys, in the 1960s. Fin-
bar was the lead singer and uilleann 
pipes player. The group performed 
together for 30 years, recording a 
number of best-selling albums. Fin-
bar and his brother Eddy were the 
opening act for the Clancy Brothers’ 
US tour in 1969.

Finbar has won three all-Ireland 
and a world championship on uil-
leann pipes, the national bagpipe of 
Ireland known for its sweet tone and 
wide range. 

The library concert, which  is free 
and open to the public, is sponsored 

by the Friends of the Nashua Public 
Library and Art Ketchin. It will be 
held in the library’s Music/Art/Me-
dia Wing.

For more information, call (603) 
589-4610.
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“Warm Breeze” by Cheryl Vratsenes

March at East Colony Fine Art
MANCHESTER – East Colony Fine Art Gallery will highlight 

the work of member artists Jeanne Lachance and Cheryl Vratsenes 
as Feature Artists during the month of March. For their show, 
“Cool Spaces/Warm Places,” Jeanne’s acrylics accent a variety of 
subjects on the cool side, such as wash hanging on a porch on an 
island in Maine or a feline curled up in a box in the shade.  Cher-
yl’s oils, on the other hand, are inspired by her years of travel to 
southern places that are far warmer than that of our New England 
winters. The show will run through March 28, with an Opening 
Reception on Saturday, March 7, from 4-7 pm.

All gallery events are free and open to the public. East Colony 
Fine Art is located in Langer Place, 55 South Commercial Street, 
Manchester, NH. Regular gallery hours: Tuesday-Friday 11-5 & Sat 
10-5. Phone: 621-7400. Web site: www.eastcolony.com.

Wild About Animal Art at Gallery One
The Nashua Area Artists Association will be hosting a :”Wild 

About Animal Art” exhibit at Gallery One through the month 
of  March. Paintings, photography and jewelry designs will focus 
on the love for animals great and small with whom we share our 
Earth.  Gallery One is located on the second floor of the PM MC 
Kay building at 5 Pine Street Extension, Nashua. Gallery hours are 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday 12 to 5 pm. Phone: 883-0603

Audition for Spring Concert 
Performance

The Souhegan Valley Chorus is holding a competition for a boy 
soprano to sing Andrew Lloyd Weber’s “Pie Jesu” with the chorus 
at our spring concert.

 The winner of the competition will also perform a vocal solo of 
his choice at the spring concert, which will be held on Saturday, 
May 9th.

For audition information, interested singers should comtact 
Jennifer Erdody, the Director of the Souhegan Valley Chorus, by 
MARCH 10th. Please call 672-1392 or e-mail her at: jerdody@my-
fairpoint.net.

Annual Area Spring Art Exhibit

Celtic History Month

Finbar Furey in Concert at Nashua Library

Finbar Furey

Shanacchie Performs at Nashua Library

Shanacchie: Pat Heffernan, left, and Patrick Keane, right

NASHUA – Celebrate Celtic 
History Month with a concert by 
Shanacchie at the Nashua Public Li-
brary on Sunday, March 8, at 2 p.m.

Shannachie, the Irish singing duo 
of Pat Heffernan and Patrick Ke-
ane, performs songs old and new for 

young and old as well as stories and 
shenanigans. They will be joined by 
special guests from the McGonagle 
School of Irish Dance.

The concert, which is free and 
open to the public, will be held in the 
library’s Music/Art/Media Wing.

The Dana Center, Saint Anselm College Presents

Grada & Slide
Two Traditional Irish Bands from Dublin & 
County Cork Make It A Real St.  Patrick’s 
Day Celebration at the Dana Center

MANCHESTER - The Dana Center, regional performing arts cen-
ter at Saint Anselm College upholds its long standing tradition of in-
troducing the finest Irish bands on the planet to New Hampshire by 
presenting Grada & Slide for one evening performance only on Friday, 
March 13, at 8 p.m.  

This concert, which unofficially kicks off the Saint Patrick’s Day “hol-
iday “weekend, features two traditional Irish bands from Dublin and 
County Cork  playing the kind of music you hear played in the popular 
pubs and music festivals in Ireland.   

Back at the Dana Center by popular demand is Grada, with collec-
tive roots firmly planted in Dublin remains on a mission to reinvent 
the traditional Irish music everyone knows and loves with a creative 
mix of flute, guitar and fiddle against a background of double bass and 
percussion.  The result is a searing rhythmic vitality that is refreshingly 
distinct complemented by a timeless vocal style that is quite pleasing 
to the ear. 

Band members include Andy Laking on double bass and vocals, Alan 
Doherty on flute, percussion and vocals, Nicola Joyce on bodhran and 
vocals, Gerry Paul on guitar and vocals and David Doocey on fiddle,. 
concertina and whistle.  

Next in the St. Patrick’s Day Celebration line up – Slide. Formed with 
an all-star line up of award winners including Ireland’s male vocalist of 
the year, Andrew Murray, Slide has branded its own style of music – 
from mesmeric trance to nail biting energy. Be it a live performance or 
a carefully crafted recording, this powerhouse quartet can bring down 
the house with a delightful combination of gentle harmony and a cer-
tain charming swagger. 

From humble beginnings in a small town in southwest Ireland, the 
group began playing sessions in various pubs on weekends and their in-
herent connection of musical approach, style and mindset gave rise to 
becoming a real “band”. Not much later in 1999, their first release ”The 
Flying Pig”  brought them to many of the main stages and festivals at 
home and abroad – including England  and France. Shortly thereaf-
ter, they won “The Best Newcomers” award by Irish Music Magazine 

in 2001. (Not an easy task!) Their music continued to grow,  thrive 
and mature, as it continues to do today.  The music, like its masters, 
it reflects an inventive energy, fired by fiddle, concertina, flute, key-
board and bouzouki, perfectly balanced by Murray’s gorgeously rich 
vocals that have been described as “a blend of warm tar and brown 
sugar.” The band itself has been described by Vintage Guitar as “The 
new wave of Celtic bands that combine traditional tunes and in-
strumentation with contemporary drive.”  It’s a wave that has taken 
a country by storm having recently walking away with the “Young 
Musicwide Award 2006.  

The band looks forward to allowing the “new” tradition to con-
tinue as they begin revealing the latest chapter for one of the most 
interesting Irish traditional bands of modern times. 

For more information on Grada and Slide visit the Dana Center 
website at www.anselm.edu/dana. Reserved Seating: $25.50, Se-
nior Citizens, $19.50, NH College/University Students $10.00 .   The 
Dana Center serves the citizens of New Hampshire and the Saint 
Anselm College community. The Box Office is open Monday-Friday 
from 10:00 AM to 4:30 PM.  For tickets and information, call 641-
7700 or now buy online at www.anselm.edu/dana

Andy’s Summer Playhouse   
Auditions and Benefit Concert A Little Bit of Ireland

with “John O” Ogrodowczyk
Irish Show to Benefit Boys & Girls Club Theater Program

Tenor, “John O” Ogrodowczyk, 
from Hollis whom you may re-
member singing for the Boston Red 
Sox at Fenway Park on a bright and 
sunny Father’s Day afternoon, will 
again be singing his favorite Irish 
ballads in his own unique heart-
warming style.  “This is our ninth 
annual show,” says John, “but this 
year is our biggest yet.  It all started 
out with just a show in the church 
hall where I did all the singing.  But, 
it has taken on a life of its own and 
now it’s all about the kids.  The show 
has become a venue for very talent-
ed young performers to come to-
gether to have some fun and dazzle 
us all with their beautiful talent. 
And, oh yes, I get to sing a few num-

bers too.”
Sponsored by the Knights of Co-

lumbus Councils of Merrimack and 
Milford, this year’s dinner and show 
is being held on March 7th, at the 
Amato Center for the Performing 
Arts, located at the Boys & Girls 
Club of Souhegan Valley, 56 Mont 
Vernon Street, Milford, NH. Din-
ner starts at 6:00 PM;  Show starts 
at 7:15 PM.

John’s guests will be a host of 
young and talented guest perform-
ers including International Cham-
pion Irish Step Dancer and Miss 
Capital Area 2008, Lauren Gorgol, 
New England Accordion Champi-
on artists, Jeff Moore, Kenny Par-
sons, and Nicole Parsons from the 
Rosita Lee Music Center, daugh-
ter and father duo, Mary “MC” Ar-
cher on fiddle and Herb Archer on 
guitar, violinist Caterina Yetto and 
pianist Carol Yetto, Frank Wood-
ard on bass, singer Jennifer Erdody, 
the Music Director of the Souhegan 
Valley Chorus, and John’s son, “Da-
vid O” Ogrodowczyk from Vermont, 
singing and playing his mandolin. 

There will be a world premier cho-
reographed dance to music written 
by David, created and performed 
by three talented dancers from the 
Kathy Blake Dance Studio, Sha-
nique Rogers, Kateland Martin, and 
Sarah McGrory.  The McGonagle 
Irish Step Dancers will also grace 
the stage in their beautiful tradi-
tional costumes and dancing feet. 
An acoustic duo, Bill Cashman and 
Pete Sessions called “Voice of the 
River”, will play their brand of Irish 
foot tapping, hand clapping tunes.  
All of them will turn your evening 
into a trip to the “Isle of Green.” 

For tickets and information please 
call 672-7021.

Corn beef dinner starts at 6:00 
PM;  Show starts at 7:15 PM.

Dinner & Show Prices 
(includes preferred show seating):
Adults $25, Seniors $20,   
Juniors (ages 12-17) $15
Children under 12 are Free
Show Only Tickets: $10   
(all ages, 12 and over)

All proceeds from this Irish Ben-
efit Musical night will go towards 
the Nancy O Fund and the Knights 
of Columbus Charities.  The Nancy 
O Fund is part of the New Hamp-
shire Charitable Foundation and 
provides children in need the op-
portunity to experience the joy and 
magic of the performing arts.  NOF 
works primarily through local and 
community based arts programs, 
schools, and the like, offering sup-
port and tuition assistance to those 
in need.  Last year the NOF donated 
a grant to the Boys & Girl’s Club’s 
Riverbend Youth Company theater 
program. And this year the NOF 
will do the same from the proceeds 
of this show.  The Amato Center 
is the home theater of the Boys & 
Girls Club’s Riverbend Youth Com-
pany theater program.  So Come 
One, Come All for a Corn Beef and 
Cabbage Dinner, and experience the 
magic and wonder of music, theater, 
and dance!

John Ogrodowczyk

Dublin group, Grada, returns to the Dana Center

The St. Patrick’s show includes Slide, another popular group from 
Country Cork, who will entertain March 13 for one night only.

The Jaffrey Civic Center is proud 
to announce that it’s Spring already! 
Well, at least it’s time for our An-
nual Are Spring Art Exhibit.  The 
opening will be as always, free to 
the public, on Friday, February 20th 
from 5-7 pm.  The Photography sec-
tion will be on view in the first floor 
Auditorium-Gallery, and the Mixed 
Media portion will be in the second 
floor Cunningham Gallery.  Ap-
proximately 130 pieces of art will 
be there for you to enjoy and vote 
for both your favorite photo and 
mixed media image while mingling 
with the artists and your neighbors. 

This show will run through Satur-
day, March 21.

Thanks to The Kana Riley Fund, 
there will be $50 given to the first 
place winner, and $25 to the second 
place winner in both categories.  
There will also be Honorable Men-
tion awards.

The Jaffrey Civic Center is locat-
ed at 40 Main Street, Jaffrey, New 
Hampshire (next to Library, park-
ing in rear.)

Hours at the Center are: Tues 10-
6, Wed – Fri 1-5, Sat 10-2.

For information: 532-6527or web-
site: www.jaffreyciviccenter.com.

The following dates are signifi-
cant for those seeking to partici-
pate in Andy’s Summer Playhouse’s 
2009 summer season.  For details 
please visit www.andyssummer-
playhouse.org or email info@and-
yssummerplayhouse.org.

March 13th:  Benefit Concert 
for Andy’s by Boston’s famous rock/
pop/R&B a capella mouth band, 
Ball in the House!  7:30pm at the 
Peterborough Town Hall.  www.
ballinthehouse.com.

March 14th: Auditions for 
Andy’s! 10am – 4:00pm at Club 
Cannon in downtown Peterbor-
ough (40 Grove Street).  Email audi-
tions@andyssummerplayhouse.org 
or call 603-654-2613 to sign up.

March 21st:  Auditions for 
Andy’s! 10am – 3:30pm at the Boys 
and Girls Club’s Amato Center in 
Milford (56 Mont Vernon Street).  
Email auditions@andyssummer-
playhouse.org or call 654-2613 to 
sign up!


