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Milford-based FIRST robotics 
team #1519, Mechanical Mayhem, 
won the prestigious Chairman’s 
Award at the BAE Systems 2009 
Granite State Regional FIRST Ro-
botics Competition, Feb. 28, held 
at the Verizon Wireless Arena in 
Manchester.

The following description of the 
Chairman’s Award was read by the 
announcer at the awards ceremony 
on Saturday.  “The Regional Chair-
man’s Award was created to keep 
the central focus of the FIRST Ro-
botics Competition on FIRST’s ulti-
mate goal of transforming our cul-
ture in ways that will inspire greater 
respect for science and technology 
and to encourage more young peo-
ple to appreciate the real life re-
wards and career opportunities in 
those fields. The Regional Chair-
man’s Award honors the team that 
in the judges’ estimation best rep-
resents a model for other teams to 

emulate and which embodies the 
goals and purposes of FIRST. It is 
the most prestigious award pre-
sented at this regional competition. 
The winner of this award will be in-
vited to the FIRST Championships 
this year in Atlanta where it will 
compete against the winners from 
all the other regional events for the 
Chairman’s Award.”

Mechanical MAYHEM, is a 5th 
year FIRST Robotics Competition 
team composed of 18 students from 
11 Southern New Hampshire cit-
ies and towns.  One-third of the 
members are new to the team this 
year. While most of the students are 
homeschooled, there are a number 
of public and private high school-
ers on the team. The team meets 
and builds the robot out of a coach’s 
home in Milford, taking over his 
workshop and basement for the du-
ration of the build season. The team 
enjoys keeping their robot alive for 

many off-season competitions, and 
competed in seven events last year.  
Many of the current Mechanical 
MAYHEMers came from FIRST 
LEGO League teams bringing with 
them the programming and prob-
lem solving skills needed for FRC 
competitions.

In the next few weeks before the 
Championship in Atlanta, April 
16-18, the team will be making ad-
justments to software that they can 
transfer to their robot when they 
uncrate it at the Championship.  In 
addition they will be fund-raising to 
cover costs of registration fees and 
travel expenses to attend the event.

The team also won the Web Site 
Award. This award recognizes ex-
cellence in a student-designed, built 
and managed FIRST team website.  
Please see: www.mechanicalmay-
hem.org

Kneeling L to R:  Faith, Nancy, Ken Streeter, Bedford; Tom Poore, Mont Vernon; Micah Edelblut, Wilton; Nathan 
Gray, Milford; Carissa Francoeur, Manchester; Charlotte Gray, Milford.  Standing L to R: Dan Chamberland, Nashua; 
Bill Gray, Milford; Ken Bell, Londonderry; Brittany Francoeur, Manchester; Justin Chamberland, Nashua; Benja-
min Poore, Mont Vernon; Teddy Coffman, Hampstead; Brendan Browne, Londonderry; David Gray, Milford; Joseph 
Parker, Merrimack; James Parker, Merrimack; Sarah Bell, Londonderry; David Bell, Londonderry; Tim Peterson, 
Merrimack; Melissa Gray, Milford; Jon Coffman, Hampstead; Elizabeth Poore, Mont Vernon; Nathan Streeter, Bed-
ford; Chris Jennings, Merrimack; John Kirkhart, Nashua; Noel Poore, Mont Vernon.  
Team members not pictured:  Cedric and Joseph Lamy, Mason; Jordan and Benjamin Loll, Peterborough.

Mechanical Mayhem Wins Chairman’s Award

BOOK GROUP NEWS

NEXT DISCUSSION: “Loving 
Frank” by Nancy Horan

The library’s adult book discus-
sion group will discuss “Loving 
Frank” by Nancy Horan on Monday, 
April 6; at 9:30 a.m. The group, ac-
tive for more than six years, usually 
meets at the library the first Mon-
day of each month (note exceptions 
below). Sometimes, the group takes 
a field trip relating to a book or may 
watch a movie interpretation of a 
selection. Every attempt is made to 
get copies of the books through in-
terlibrary loan. Books may also be 
found in paperback at local book-
stores including The Toadstool 
Bookshop. Occasionally, because of 
availability, dates of books to be dis-
cussed may be switched or substitu-
tions made. Participants take turns 
researching information about the 
authors and bringing light refresh-
ments to share. There are usually 
between eight and twelve attend-
ees. Anyone is welcome to join in 
one or more discussion. 

Library Director Karen MacDon-
ald purchases a copy of each selec-
tion for the library collection. Any 
title may be borrowed by a library 
patron, though a book that’s to be 
discussed will be reserved for book 
group participants the month of the 
discussion.

Book list for the remainder of 
2009

May 4 - fiction: “Gilead” by Mar-
ilynne Robinson 

* June 1 - nonfiction: We Bought 
a Zoo: “The Amazing True Story of a 
Young Family, a Broken Down Zoo, 
and the 200 Wild Animals That 
Change Their Lives Forever” by Ben-
jamin Mee. 

June 29 - fiction: “Tallgrass” by 
Sandra Dallas 

~ NO JULY DISCUSSION ~ 
August 3 - nonfiction: “Hot, 

Flat and Crowded: Why We Need a 
Green Revolution and  How It Can 
Renew America” by Thomas Fried-
man 

August 31 - fiction: “Last Night 
at the Lobster” by Stewart O’Nan 

~ NO SEPTEMBER DISCUS-
SION ~ 

October 5 - fiction: (option-
al: “The Great Gatsby” by F. Scott 
Fitzgerald); “Double Bind”  by Chris 
Bojhalian 

November 2 - fiction: “Deafen-
ing” by Frances Itani 

December 7 - nonfiction: “Three 
Cups of Tea” by Greg Mortenson 
* recent change

 For a copy of the complete book 
list for 2009, stop in at the library. 
Updated changes will be published 
in the Amherst Citizen. Questions, 
please call the library at 673-7888.

Basketball Fundamentals
Mont Vernon Recreation Commission

Mont Vernon

MOMS Club of Milford / Mont Vernon
The MOMS Club of Milford / Mont Vernon meets every sec-
ond Friday of each month at the Mont Vernon Congregation-
al Church in Mont Vernon at 9:30am.  This is a non-profit 
organization that supports at-home moms and their children 
that reside in the towns of Milford, Mont Vernon and Wilton. 
We will be planning get togethers, playgroups, special activi-
ties and service and community projects.  All activities are 
during the daytime except for a monthly mom’s night out.  
Please contact Michelle Paquette, president @ moms-
clubofmilfordarea@yahoo.com for more information.   

2009 TOWN WARRANT
TOWN OF MONT VERNON
THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

Polls will be open from 7:00 AM to 7:00 PM on Tuesday March 10th at 
the Village School to act on Articles 1 and 2. The remaining articles will be 
considered at 7:30 PM at the Village School.

TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE TOWN OF MONT VERNON, In 
the County of Hillsborough in the State of New Hampshire, qualified to 
vote in Town affairs: 

You are hereby notified to meet at the Village School in said Mont Ver-
non, on Tuesday the 10th day of March, next at 7:00 of the clock in the fore-
noon, to act upon the following subjects:

ARTICLE 1.  Election
To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing.

ARTICLE 2.  Adoption of Floodplain Ordinance
Are you in favor of adopting an amendment proposed and recommended 

by the Planning Board for the Mont Vernon Zoning Ordinance as follows:  
Add to Chapter I, an Article 7 - Floodplain Management, establishing an 
ordinance that will qualify the Town for enrollment in the FEMA National 
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). 

(Planning Board unanimously supports.)
ARTICLE 3.  Gifts, Legacies and Devises

To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to accept on behalf of the 
Town, gifts, legacies and devises made to the Town in trust for any public 
purpose, as permitted by RSA 31:19.
ARTICLE 4.  Borrow in Anticipation of Taxes

To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen and Treasurer to borrow 
in anticipation of taxes.
ARTICLE 5.  Special Purpose, Two Year, Non Lapsing Article for 
State Mandated Update to Town Assessed Values

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Thirty- 
Four Thousand Dollars ($34,000) for the purpose of a State Mandated up-
date to the assessed valuation of all property in the Town. This will be a two 
year non-lapsing article.             (Selectmen Unanimously Support)
ARTICLE 6. Replace Lally Columns – McCollom Building

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twenty 
Thousand Dollars ($20,000) to replace all of the lally columns in the base-
ment of the McCollom building.  (Selectmen Unanimously Support)
ARTICLE  7. Repairs to Fire Engine #1; 1993 Sutphen 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twenty- 
Two Thousand ($22,000) to be used to refurbish Engine #1, the 1993 Sut-
phen Pump Truck  (Selectmen Unanimously Support)
ARTICLE  8.  Fire Truck Capital Reserve

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Thirty 
Thousand Dollars ($30,000) to be added to the Fire Truck Capital Reserve 
previously established under the provisions of RSA35:1, for the purpose of 
purchasing or replacing Fire Trucks.  (Selectmen Unanimously Oppose)
ARTICLE  9. Addition to Conservation Commission Fund

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Ten Thou-
sand Dollars ($10,000) to be added to the Conservation Commission Fund 
previously established under the provisions of RSA36 A:5, for the purpose 
of purchasing land, development rights, easements, or other instruments 
necessary for the protection of the natural resources in Town.   (Selectmen 

Unanimously Oppose)
ARTICLE 10. Library Capital Reserve

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Ten Thou-
sand Dollars ($10,000) to be added to the Library Capital Reserve Fund pre-
viously established under the provisions of RSA 35:1   (Selectmen Unani-
mously Oppose) 
ARTICLE 11. Special Purpose, 5 Year Non-Lapsing Article.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Seventy-
Nine Thousand Eight Hundred Forty Five Dollars ($79,845) for the recon-
struction of Town roads. This article will be a five year, non-lapsing article 
under the provisions of RSA 32:7VI (Selectmen Unanimously Support)            
ARTICLE  12. Operating Budget

To see if the Town will vote to raise an appropriate the sum of One Mil-
lion, Nine Hundred Six Thousand, One Hundred Ninety Five Dollars 
($1,906,195) for the 2009 operating and maintenance budget, exclusive of 
other warrant articles.  (Selectmen Unanimously Support)       
ARTICLE 13.    Reports

To act upon the reports of all Town Officers, Agents, Auditors, Commit-
tees, etc. and raise and appropriate any money relative thereto.
ARTICLE 14.  Other

To transact any other business which may legally come before said meet-
ing.

Given under our hands and seal, this 9th day of February, in the year of 
our Lord Two Thousand and Nine. 

	 	 	 Selectmen	of	the	Town	of	Mont	Vernon
	 	 	 John	M.	Esposito,	Chair
	 	 	 John	F.	Quinlan,	Jr.	
	 	 	 Paul	L.	Apple

Passes to Four Museums at 
the Library

Looking for some inside activities 
when being outside isn‘t much fun? 
Passes are available to library pa-
trons to four area museums.  (Come 
spring, passes will again be available 
to the Canterbury Shaker Village 
which closed for the season on De-
cember 7.) Three are free, one has a 
small co-pay. Call or check the web-
sites for updated information on 
current exhibits and hours open at 
the following:

 

Currier Museum of Art
201 Myrtle Way 
Manchester, NH
Tel: 603-669-7194
Website: http://www.currier.org/
Two passes - each pass admits two

 

Millyard Museum
Corner of Pleasant and Commercial 
Streets
Manchester, NH
Tel: 603-662.-7531
Website: http://www.manchesterhis-
toric.org/
1 family pass

 

SEE Science Center
200 Bedford Street
Manchester, NH
Tel: 603-669-0400
Website: see-sciencecenter.org
1 family pass

 

Museum of Fine Arts
465 Huntington Avenue
Boston, MA
Tel: 617-267-9300
Website: http://www.mfa.org/
Take away FLEX pass - one pass 
admits two adults
(NOTE: $5 co-pay for EACH adult)
Some special exhibits at the MFA 
require a ticket which is an addi-
tional charge - check the website for 
details.

 

Passes may be checked out for one 
week. (Take away passes are not re-
turned.) Late returns will incur a $5 
penalty. To reserve passes stop in 
or call the library at 673-7888. All 
passes made possible through the 
fundraising efforts of the Friends of 
the Library.

Fair?
To the editor:

FAIR?  The Souhegan school budget, increased by “only” 2.09% results 
in a “projected tax increase of $4 on a $400,000 Amherst home but a $144 
increase on the same home in Mont Vernon”.  This is explained by differ-
ent revenues SOUHEGAN will receive from the State of New Hampshire.  
“Amherst is getting more, Mont Vernon is getting less, so the amount the 
Towns contribute MUST differ”, quoting the Superintendent of Schools, 
SAU 39.

This is coupled with an increase of 0.1% in the Mont Vernon Village 
School budget but a resulting increase of $450 on the same home because 
of the same reduced State revenue.  WOW  I could not attend the school 
budget meetings or deliberative sessions because of schedule problems re-
maining from the ice storm.

With respect to Souhegan school, it appears that a town with five times 
the voting strength can do whatever they choose and the smaller town pays 
for it.  With respect to the Village School, it appears that no matter what we 
do or approve, we face nearly a double digit increase in property taxes.

I repeat my question:  FAIR?  If Amherst were in the same position with, 
say, Bedford, something would be changed in the instant.

The  Superintendent continues, “It is up to you to decide if these propos-
als fit your LONG TERM BUDGETS and your expectations of excellent 
education for ALL.” 

One further thought with respect to excellent education for ALL.  I ques-
tion two things, one being the increase in salary for Administration, and 
second the investment in interscholastic athletics.  I note that Mont Vernon 
is underrepresented on the multiplicity of interscholastic sports, possibly 
because of the difficulty of participation due to distance, and over repre-
sented in the top quartile of academic standings.  My conclusion is that if 
we are interested in excellent education we should invest in academics, not 
interscholastic athletics.

One last question:  Is the fall-back budget for Souhegan High School EX-
ACTLY EQUAL to the proposed budget.  Explain to me what is to decide?  
I WILL have to vote very carefully on March 10.

	 	 	 	 	 Peter	Braen
	 	 	 	 	 Mont	Vernon

An Urgent Letter to Mont Vernon 
Taxpayers
To the editor:

“If you think the national stimulus bill has a lot of pork in it, then you had 
better take a look at the “pork” coming up in your local taxes!  Last year we 
were not publicly notified in the newspapers about the 2008 Friday school 
district meeting because of some “glip.”  Because of that you may not have 
known that there may or may not have been changes in what the school was 
asking for in their budget, namely a big increase.  And, if you were incapaci-
tated, ill, on vacation or on a business trip, you did not have the privilege of 
voting since there is no pre-paper ballot available to you, with the excep-
tion of SHS.  Thanks to disinterest of SB2 in this town.   What you surely 
remember is that your taxes went soaring. 

At the March 2009 school district and town meetings there will be re-
quests for more increases in the budget for many agendas.  This is particu-
larly true of the Town Meeting. However, since there are budget “reserves” 
in committees’ growing piggybanks, we suggest they start using some of 
that money for their special projects and not demand more money from 
the overburdened taxpayer this year.  With the drop in the economy, store 
closings, job losses, home foreclosures, there is an accelerated and urgent 
need to curtail the spending. 

The town has asked for and consistently received, more tax money each 
year and last year we started paying taxes on a land buy-out and a new fire 
station.  A nice addition, indeed, but your taxes increased by 7%.  Or, did 
you notice that?

Sure, we would like to see this town get everything it needs, but, guess 
what, sometimes we just have to say “No.”  And, this is the year we defi-
nitely need to have our voices heard.  Proponents of spending will be out 
in force at both meetings.  The school district meeting will have an over-
flow of attendees, as usual, some of whom (including members of staff and 
teachers) who do not even live or pay taxes in this town. But they will be 
there.  Will you??

Remember, there are TWO meetings, Town Meeting and School District 
Meeting, both held at the Mont Vernon Village School (March 10th and 
13th at 7pm).  Don’t forget.  Make the effort to go and support yourself and 
your neighbors in favor of a much needed tax break.”

	 	 	 	 	 Norma	McKinney
	 	 	 	 	 Mont	Vernon

Daland Memorial Library News
Library hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Wed. noon - 8 p.m.; 
Fri. 2 - 6 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. Closed Sun. & Mon.
Phone/Fax 673-7888   E-mail: dalandlibrary@comcast.net
NEW WEBSITE: http://www.dalandlibrary.wordpress.com/
Library Director: Karen MacDonald; Children’s Program Director: Amy White; 
Library Assistants: Allain Schnable and Samantha Philbrick

Story Time for children ages 3 and over will begin on March 12th at the 
Daland Memorial Library.  This session we will Spring into Reading with all 
things spring. Books, songs, fingerplays, crafts -- we keep busy and have a 
lot of fun!  Space is limited so please register at the library or call us at 673-
7888. 

Mont Vernon boys in grades 4th, 5th 
and 6th will have an opportunity to hone 
their basketball skills this spring with a 
new Basketball Fundamentals Program 
at the Village School. The weekly sessions 
will have an emphasis on basketball ba-
sics, drills and games, allowing the boys 
to develop strong basketball fundamen-
tals in a safe and positive environment. 

The free program is open to boys in 4th, 
5th, and 6th grade for the 2008/2009 
school year. The program begins on Tues-
day, March 17 from 5 pm to 6:30 pm in 
the Village School MPR. Registration will 
be held on the first night of the program. 
Sponsored by the Mont Vernon Recre-
ation Commission. For more informa-
tion, contact johnjnh@comcast.net. 

More Letters


