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The

ACC Awarded
Amherst Conservation Commission 
accepts Forest Guild Award for  
demonstrating excellent forestry.
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Schools
Train is a Comin’ Spring  
Concert by second graders 
held at Wilkins School
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AMHERST REPUBLICANS
Monthly Meeting 
Saturday, April 4, 8:00 AM
Joey’s Diner, Route 101A, Amherst

Guest speaker will be Governor John Sununu, 
Chairman of the New Hampshire Republican  
Party.  Please join us for what promises to be a 
very informative session. For more information 
please visit: www.amherstrepublicans.org 

AMHERST DEMOCRATS 
William Gardner to speak March 26 at Amherst 

Democrats’ potluck dinner at the Amherst Country 
Club. Gardner, the current Secretary of State of 
New Hampshire is in charge of the department 
that oversees all general elections, primary elec-
tions, voter registration and recounts within the 
state. He began his career in New Hampshire as 
a state representative and was elected Secretary 
of State in 1976 by the state legislature. Gardner 
has taken the lead in New Hampshire’s policy 
towards “100% Paper Ballot” elections.  He is a 
strong supporter of New Hampshire’s standing as 
the ‘first in the nation’ primary state.

All area progressives are invited to attend. 
Please bring a salad, main course, or dessert. 
· Social time; 6:00 - 6:30pm
· Supper; 6:30 - 7:30pm
· Guest speaker; 7:30 - 8:30pm

A Special Evening For The New 
England Gardener: 
Thursday, April 2, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. 
Home Outside: Creating the Landscape 
You Love, Souhegan High School The-
ater, Amherst. 

Landscape designer 
and author Julie Moir 
Messervy explains how 
and why good design 
works so that we may bet-
ter attune our properties 
to meet our needs, as 
well as fulfill our longing 
for beauty and meaning. 
Her lecture is based on a 
series of seven organiz-
ing strategies that can be 
used successfully by hom-

eowners, gardeners and landscape professionals 
alike, to achieve cohesive and personally pleasing 
landscapes. Julie takes participants through an 
understandable process that yields clear and sat-
isfying results. A reception will follow the presen-
tation. Books by Messervy will be sold. Tickets for 
the event are $5.00 and only if available will be 
sold at the door for $8.00. Seating is limited.  The 
event is sponsored by the following garden clubs: 
Amherst, Bedford, Hollis, Manchester and Milford.  
For information, call Marti Warren, 673-7054.

Amherst Garden Club April 2 
Meeting

The speaker at the Amherst Garden Club meet-
ing on Thursday, April 2 will be Cheryl Collins who 
will accompany her talk, Gardening for the Soul, 
with a slide show.  Ms. Collins, freelance pho-
tographer, gardener, and professional lecturer, 
will take an unusual look at different elements to 
bring into your garden to make it a place of peace 
and joy.  Currently the state photographer for the 
Garden Club Federation of Massachusetts, she 
has served twice as president of the Mansfield, 
Massachusetts Garden Club.       

The meeting will be held at the Amherst Con-
gregational Church beginning at 9:00 a.m. with 
coffee and refreshments.  The program will begin 
at 10:30 a.m.  Visitors are welcome.  There is no 
fee for the garden club’s monthly meetings.

D.A.R. April Meeting
The Captain Josiah Crosby Chapter, D.A.R. will 

hold a joint meeting on April 13th with the Molly 
Stark Chapter, D.A.R. in Manchester at the Currier 
Gallery of Art.  Carpools with leave the Meeting 
Place at 1:00 P.M.  for the Gallery.  Guests are 
welcome.  For further information please call 673-
7190.

INsIde THIs IssUe
Letters .... ..........................  2, 11

Town News ...........................  4

Library .................................  5, 6

School News  .......................  8

Church Services ...................  10

 Obituaries ...........................  11 

Mont Vernon ........................  12

Spring Section ......................  13-24

Next Issue: April 14, 2009

Chair-i-Table Art Auction Arrives
AMHERST – Spring is in 

the air, the snow is melting, 
birds are singing, and the 
Amherst Junior Women’s 
Club is having a charity event 
that could land you with a 
beautiful hand-painted Ad-
irondack Chair or Table, just 
in time for the season.

The Chair-i-Table Art Auc-
tion kicks of on April 3rd at 
6:30pm at the Hampshire 
Hills Sports and Fitness Cen-
ter.  Artists from around the 
New Hampshire Area have 
volunteered their time and 
talent to hand paint these 
beautiful Chairs and Tables.  
For the right price one can be 
yours, and all proceeds benefit local chari-
ties.  

The Chairs and Tables are on display 
throughout Amherst and surrounding ar-
eas.  The Amherst Public Library, Bank 
North, Wimsey, Christopher, The Golden 
Egg, Hampshire Hills, The County Store, 

and Milford Paint some ven-
ues that are proudly display-
ing these beautiful chairs 
and tables.

Charities are in need of 
help more than ever.  This 
night raises money sole-
ly to benefit charities in the 
Southern New Hampshire 
Area.  Every penny earned 
goes directly to worthy orga-
nizations.

To reserve a seat for the 
event, please send $30.00 
to AJWC Chair-i-Table Art 
Auction, P.O. Box 513, Am-
herst, NH  03031.  The cost 
includes hors d’eaurves, raf-
fles, auction, and a cash bar.  

Bring your friends for a night of fun and 
charity.   

Find out more about the event, see pic-
tures of chairs, and more, at the Amherst 
Junior Women’s Club website:  www.am-
herstjunior.org.

Wild flowers painted by 
Wendy Boehm

Amherst Voters Defeat Town Operating Budget in Low Turnout
By Cliff Ann Wales

AMHERST – In these un-
certain economic times, 2,333 
(26%) voters cast their ballots 
on election day.  1,350 voters 
defeated the town operating 
budget while over 1,200 vot-
ers supported the Amherst 
School and Souhegan School 
operating budgets which to-
gether total $40,894,000.  The 
defeated town budget totaled 
$9,863,300.  The selectmen 
will be working with a default 

budget of $9,729,570 for FY10.
“It’s puzzling and disap-

pointing, but not the end 
of the world,” said select-
man Tom Grella when asked 
for his comment.  “We’ll get 
through.”

Former Selectman Marilyn 
Peterman said she couldn’t re-
member a time when the town 
budget was defeated.  During 
annual town meeting, the vot-
ers worked out the problems 
and passed a revised budget.  
Since SB2, that’s all changed. 

On the Amherst School 
warrant in addition to the op-
erating budget, all four articles 
passed.  They included the cost 
items in the Amherst Support 
Staff Association contract and 
the tuition agreement with the 
Mont Vernon School District.

There were 18 articles in-
cluding the operating budget 
on the Amherst Town war-
rant.  The voter defeated elev-
en articles: road reconstruc-

AMHERST – Souehgan High 
School will present the musical Pi-
rates of Penzance on March 26, 27, 
and 28th.  An amazing array of tal-
ented, excited students insure that 
this show is destined to be one of 
Souhegan’s best.   Steve Hodgman 
has coached students with their 
British accents and is very excited 
at the work the students have done 

to create characters that are mak-
ing that magical Victorian world of 
Gilbert and Sullivan come alive. Co-
director Pat McMullen is especially 
pleased by the strength of the male 
voices which complement an equal-
ly strong female chorus and princi-
pals. 

Help! Colonial Landmark In Need of Paint

Poetry Writing Workshop April 15
AMHERST – On 

Wednesday, April 15th, the 
Amherst Town Library in-
vites you to “Sea Glass, Sand 
Piper, Paper Bag,” a Word-
play Workshop that con-
cludes the series Poems 
Along the Shorelines and the 
yearlong program Lit at the 
Edges: Sojourns with Stories 
and Poems.  This event wel-
comes anyone who wants to 
discover paths into writing 
poetry.  If you have attended 
any of the poetry discussion 
series, or are simply inter-

ested in the craft of writ-
ing, please come for hands-
on exercises, word-play, and 
new ideas for generating po-
ems.  Bring pen and paper, 
and join us at 1-2:30 p.m. or 
7-8:30 p.m. in the Johnson 
Meeting Room. Register by 
calling 673-2288, emailing 
library@amherst.lib.nh.us 
or by visiting our website at 
www.amherst.lib.nh.us and 
click on the calendar icon 
labeled “Calendar of Events” 
on the homepage. 

Workshop leader Emily 
Archer has designed this 
series in consultation with 
Ruslyn Vear, Head of Refer-
ence.  Emily holds a doctor-
ate in American literature, 
is a published writer, and 
has led humanities discus-
sions and writing groups for 
over fifteen years for numer-
ous New Hampshire librar-
ies, schools, churches, and 
medical communities.  She 
lives in Mont Vernon with 
her family. 

Town Clerk, Nanacy Demers gives new 
Selectman, Jim O’Mara, oath of office. Students support land purchase.Continued on page 6  u

Continued on page 6  u

Continued on page 21  u

These pictures show the extent of peeling and blistering paint  

By Sue Spiess

AMHERST – The Congregation-
al Church Meetinghouse is the most 
famous architectural landmark of 
Amherst. Its iconic 105-foot stee-
ple soars above the village and is 
thought to be the tallest and oldest 
in New Hampshire. It is the motif 
on the Amherst town seal. The clas-
sic New England church is one of 
the most photographed buildings in 
New Hampshire and is the subject of 
countless watercolors and oil paint-
ings. After several harsh winters, it 
is also in dire need of new paint and 
some restorative work. 

It is hard to overestimate the im-
portant role the Congregational 
Church Meetinghouse has played 
in the history of Amherst. Wilder-
ness settlers began work on it 1771 
as a requirement of the colonial 

government for township incor-
poration. The huge meetinghouse 
was designed to provide space for 
both town meetings and church 
services. Built by hand, with oxen 
as their only help, the workers had 
“no architects to design the build-
ing, no structural engineers to size 
the beams and trusses, no modern 
crane to lift beams weighing over 
ten thousand pounds to a rafter 
height of 50 feet” (Robert Rowe and 
William Veillette, Amherst Histori-
cal Moments, 11).  The design was 
derived from Old North and Old 
South Churches in Boston. 

When first constructed, it served 
as the only church in town and the 
meeting place for town affairs.  Fol-
lowing the separation of church and 
state in 1828, the Congregation-
al Church and Society bought the 

The Congregational Church Meetinghouse is a historic landmark in Amherst.

Amherst Town Library

JeFF HALL PHoToGRAPHy 

Ryan Fay, Chris Wetmore, Elyse Brown and Quinn Glover perform at recent 
dress rehearsal.         

Souhegan High Present Gilbert & Sullivan’s   

Pirates of Penzance
Directed by Patricia McMullen and Steve Hodgman

Amherst Lions
Lions Club’s annual Pancake 
Breakfast: April 5 from 9 - 12 at 
Wilkins School.  Tickets: Adults 
$5.00, children $3.00. Details: 
call Bob Baechle, 673-2613.

Good Deeds
Brownies and girl scouts are 
recognised for their support 
to the community.
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LioNS CHAiRMAN, BoB BAeCHLe AND 1ST VP, RiCHARD BALL, CHARTeR MeMBeR


