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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 672-9444
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com

NEXT ISSUE:
Thurs., April 14, 2009

Deadline: 5 p.m.
Wednesday, April 8

*Dates are subject to change. 
Watch future issues for schedule updates.
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The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst
 ❑	 Amherst Town Library
	 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst
	 ❑ Vic’s Brunch Place, Amherst
 ❑ General Store, Mont Vernon
	 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford
	 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford
 ❑ Silva Mart, Milford
 ❑ Stop & Shop, Milford
	 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis
 ❑ Harvest Market, Bedford
	 ❑ Hannaford SuperMarket, Bedford
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Impeach Pelosi Now
To the editor:

Below is the oath of office for a US House of Representative member:
I, (name of Member), do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support 

and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign 
or domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I take 
this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; 
and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I 
am about to enter. So help me God.”

Below is a direct quote from the Botox Queen freely given and under no 
duress championing illegal entry into the US embracing illegality and call-
ing our system of law un-American. What more must she do before the gut-
less members of Congress begin impeachment proceedings? While a trai-
tor by definition, Hanoi Jane hadn’t taken an oath prior to her traitorous act 
thus setting no precedent for  Pelosi to hide behind.

PELOSI:  You are very special people. You’re here on a Saturday night to 
take responsibility for our country’s future. That makes you very, very patri-
otic. Who in our country would not want to change a policy of kicking in doors 
in the middle of the night and sending a parent away from their families? It 
must be stopped. What value system is that? I think it’s un-American. I think 
it’s un-American.

It’s time to take back OUR country. NO habla Espanol EVER!

    Peter Hansen
    Amherst, NH 03031

Website Tracks Stimulus in NH
To the editor:

On behalf of the 8 State Reps from Hillsborough District 6, Milford/Am-
herst the following Web Site has been established to inform all citizens 
about the status of the “Stimulus” authorized by Congress, and how it af-
fects New Hampshire: https//www.nh.gov/recovery/  Attorney Bud Fitch of 
the Attorney General’s Office has assembled a team to understand and dis-
seminate information on how the “Stimulus” will work in NH for the state, 
local cities and towns, and individuals directly.  The web site will be con-
tinuously updated as requirements for both entitlements and competitive 
grants become available.

    Bill Belvin
    State Rep, Hillsborough 6
    Milford/Amherst

Give Obama A Chance
To the editor:

The Obama Administration inherited a basketful of problems: a finan-
cial/credit problem, a deepening recession, an ailing auto industry, social 
security & medicare insolvency, two wars, and a burgeoning federal deficit 
& national debt. Any of these problems would be daunting and a full-time 
job. Collectively, these problems amount to a challenge that is as immedi-
ate and critical as the ones we faced during world wars I & II. It is a time for 
national unity and support for our leaders. It is in a way a call-to-arms.

Some among us do not see a need for unity. Conservative talk radio and 
the Republican Party are sowing dissention and seek failure. Failure of our 
leaders, our institutions, and our nation. While most economists agree that 
a national stimulus is needed and that only the government could provide 
the spark to our economy, the Republicans in Congress, almost unani-
mously, voted against a helping hand. Not only did they vote against any 
stimulus to boost our economy, they failed to offer an alternative, save their 
tired old remedy of reduced taxes, a remedy that has been tried and failed 
over the past decade. The Republicans have a credibility problem with their 
solution. It has not worked. It makes the rich richer, the poor poorer, and 
it rewards greed among the financial elites. They rail at the huge debt we 
incur by stimulus spending on roads, health care, and schools but never 
complained at the debt run-up during the past decade on the war machine. 
In fairness, we will eventually have to tighten our belts. We can not con-
tinue adding to our national debt which amounts to $40,000 for every man, 
woman, and child in our nation..

I remind those who would label my call for unity naive and partisan that 
the last time we had a balanced budget, a declining national debt, and our 
leadership was sought around the world was under The Clinton Adminis-
tration.

Positive change will take time. I urge everyone to give our leaders a 
chance to lead.

 
    Ray Iannuzzelli
    Amherst

“Difficult task ahead of us”
To the editor:

Thank you to everyone who came out to vote on March 10th. I am hum-
bled by the support this community demonstrated  for me, even more so to 
those who actively participated in the campaign, and to my understanding 
family, without all of you I would not be your new Selectman.

 We have a difficult task ahead of us, with the economic situation, ris-
ing unemployment and retirement investments shrinking, of balancing the 
delivery of essential services to you with your ability to pay. I am confident 
that the Board of Selectmen will work to their best ability to create an op-
erating budget for fiscal year 2010 from the default budget (fiscal year 2009 
monies) you have demanded we use. Please be prepared that the phrase “es-
sential services” may have to be redefined in this process. I encourage you 
to participate and communicate your thoughts and ideas as to the govern-
ing of your town.

I will commit to keeping to you informed through all available media, to 
provide a rationale for every decision I weigh in on and vote I cast.  Again 
I wish to express my appreciation to everyone for you support and confi-
dence.

    Respectfully,
     Jim O’Mara
    Amherst

P.S. Due to the recent wild swings in our New England climate their is a 
good chance some of my signs may reappear following the final melt. 
Should one catch your eye please contact me at JMOJR1@aol.com and I’ll 
swing by and pick it up.

Help Keep Students Safe on   
Graduation Night  

 To the editor:
Before long, Souhegan High School will be hosting ceremonies for the 

Class of 2009.  The Souhegan High School community has a plan to keep 
our students safe on graduation night and reduce the potential for adding 
to the tragic statistics which frequently plague the young driver population 
during graduation season. 

For the past several years, Project Graduation has been “the event” for 
our Senior Class.  This is a substance-free, supervised, all-night party dur-
ing which our graduates are treated to entertainment, music and food while 
celebrating on this special night. Many Souhegan graduates and their fami-
lies have already benefited from this event and, with your support, we can 
continue this program for future graduates!

We need the help of our friends and neighbors, families and local busi-
nesses to make Project Graduation successful. We are seeking donations 
of prizes and money to support Project Graduation.  Any size donation is 
appreciated! We hope that those who have experienced this special event 
and those who children will benefit from it in the future will recognize the 
importance of keeping Project Graduation alive.  

Those interested in making a donation, whether it’s $10, a gift card, that 
unused car taking up space in your driveway or some other item, should 
contact Cindy Dow at 424-0140.  Checks should be made payable to PTSA 
and mailed to Cindy Dow at 23 Edgewood Run Amherst NH 03031. 

Please consider contributing.  With your support, Project Graduation 
will be successful once again and our students will have a night to remem-
ber! 

    Sincerely, 
    Lori Bruno
    2009 Project Graduation Committee

Budget Cuts Not in Best Interest  
of NH’s Economic Recovery 
To the editor:

The following open letter to the citizens of the State of New Hampshire 
is from the councilors of the New Hampshire State Council on the Arts. 
The Arts Council is supported by the professional staff that makes up the 
Division of the Arts.

As Governor Lynch and the legislators work to develop a reasonable and 
fair state budget for the next two years, one critically important agency 
is bearing an inequitable share of the budget cuts. We, the undersigned 
members of the New Hampshire State Council on the Arts, understand 
the strains on government funding. However, we strongly object to and are 
deeply concerned by the impact that a proposed 50% reduction in funding 
and staffing for the State Arts Council would have on the citizens of New 
Hampshire, including the loss of programs and services. 

The proposed cut for the State Arts Council could also lead to the loss of 
significant (or possibly all) National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) grant 
funding, since that funding requires a dollar for dollar match and a via-
ble state arts agency to administer those funds.   In the words of John E. 
Ostrout, NEA Director of State & Regional Partnerships, the Governor’s 
budget proposal “…would lead to the loss of more than $719,000 in federal 
funds from the NEA and…. would, in effect dismantle the New Hampshire 
State Council on the Arts.”  He goes on to say that “…we take notice and 
react when a state arts agency is singled out for a disproportionate cut…as 
with the proposal to cut more than half the staff and half the funds.”    Note 
that legal restrictions prevent the NEA from replacing reduced state fund-
ing with its partnership grant monies.

As recently as last year (FY08), the New Hampshire State Council on 
the Arts, in partnership with the NEA, provided $1.5 million to the state 
through 201 grants and numerous services to communities, schools, art-
ists and arts or other nonprofit organizations that employ the arts for the 
general welfare and economic well being of New Hampshire’s citizens. This 
important funding benefited more than 1.4 million people, including more 
than 400,000 students, in communities in every county in the state. 

As councilors, we feel strongly that the proposed cuts to the New Hamp-
shire State Council on the Arts are not in the best interest of our state’s 
economic recovery or its citizens. Therefore, while understanding that a 
reduction is necessary, we respectfully request that as many staff positions 
as possible be reinstated. We hope that a more equitable and manageable 
cut can be determined so that the good work that this small state agency 
has accomplished over the past 44 years can continue.

The state’s past financial investment in New Hampshire’s cultural life has 
made a difference to the quality of our lives, educational programs in our 
schools, and our economic health, and we encourage the Governor and the 
legislators to continue to support the New Hampshire State Council on the 
Arts at a sustainable level. 

For more information about programs and services currently available 
through the New Hampshire State Council on the Arts, please go to the 
web-site at www.nh.gov/nharts.

    Very truly yours, 
    Karen Burgess Smith, Exeter, Chair
    Jacqueline R. Kahle, Wilton, Vice Chair

 (Edited for length)

AJWC Thanks You For Your   
Continued Support!
To the editor:

The Amherst Junior Women’s Club would like to thank all those indi-
viduals and businesses who have contributed to the efforts of the club over 
the past year. Because of the generosity of so many, at a time when the need 
was so great, and certainly more so than in previous years, Holiday Toy 
Store, Holiday Home Life along with Amherst Lions, and Adopt-a-Family 
were able to help dozens of more families and elderly in the Amherst and 
Mont Vernon areas, than in past years to have a Christmas to look forward 
to.  All of this success is in a great part due to the generosity of individuals, 
businesses and organizations in our community and we applaud you!  

As the Spring Season arrives so does the time in our year that we prepare 
to offer to those non-profit organizations that indicate need, donations of 
funds that the AJWC along with many of you, has helped to raise over the 
course of the year, beginning back on July 4th with the Hot Dog Booth 
on the Village Green. You may have heard about or been a part of, several 
other Community Improvement (CIP) Fundraisers such as the Turkey Trot 
5k Run, School Notepads, town election bake sales, the ever popular Fam-
ily Bingo night (March 20th), and the upcoming Chair-i-Table Art Auction 
on April 3rd at Hampshire Hills. The combination  of funds raised at all 
these and additional events are what enables AJWC to disperse funds to or-
ganizations such as Home Health and Hospice, Nashua Children’s Home,  
D.A.R.E. program, FISH, scholarships to Souhegan High School graduat-
ing seniors, High Hopes Foundation, SHARE and PMEC, among dozens 
of others. 

At a time when private fundraising has become a greater challenge for 
many of these invaluable organizations and programs, we are asking for 
your continued support in raising additional funds to donate to these pro-
grams. 

Please go to www.amherstjuniors.org for details regarding tickets and 
sponsorship information for upcoming fundraising opportunities includ-
ing the Chair-i-Table Art Auction on April 3rd, and how to apply for CIP 
funds for your organization.

We look forward to working together with you on improving the lives of 
those less fortunate around us, thank you for your continued support!

    Sincerely,
    Kathy Earley, president
   Amherst Junior Women’s Club

Congratulations on a Great Hockey 
Season
To the editor:

I am writing to congratulate the Souhegan High School Boys Ice Hockey 
team on their 2008-2009 season.  The boys had a terrific run which culmi-
nated in their appearance at the NHIAA Division 3 championship game. 
Although the Sabers lost, each boy was gracious in defeat.  Led by the ex-
ample of their captains, the players conducted themselves on the ice, on the 
bench and at the blue-line ceremony with dignity and good sportsmanship.  
In addition, I would like to extend congratulations to the entire Souhe-
gan High School community.  The student fans displayed enthusiasm, good 
manners and their fun-loving school spirit.

In the debate about what our schools can, should or do do, we often struc-
ture the discussion based on a hierarchical model, focusing on what the ad-
ministration, faculty and parents can impart to the students.  On Sunday, 
the SHS boys ice hockey team showed us that they have gotten the message.  
Moreover, they made clear that we can, indeed, learn from them.

Congratulations to the D3 champion Kennett Eagles on their great win, 
and, again, kudos to the Souhegan Sabers on their fine showing. 

    Sincerely,
    Shannon E. Chandley
    Amherst

Amherst EMS Thanks Voters
To the editor:

The membership of the Town of Amherst Department of Emergency 
Medical Services would like to thank the Amherst voters for the kindness 
of your overwhelming support of warrant articles #25 & #26.  It is our privi-
lege to serve you.

The support of these warrant articles in the value amount of $87,787 will 
be used to enhance the cardiac resuscitation management capabilities of 
our paramedic level ambulance service by bringing state-of-the-art cardiac 
technology to your home.

More important than the money, however, is the appreciation for and 
faith in our abilities that it represents.  In today’s world, our call-to-duty is 
challenged in so many ways that it is especially meaningful when our ef-
forts are so generously recognized and rewarded.

Again, on behalf of my department thank you for your generous support 
of Amherst Emergency Medical Services.

    Sincerely,
    Brian M. Gleason, Director
    Amherst EMS


