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property from the town in 1832. To-
day it remains an active congrega-
tion in the United Church of Christ. 
The terms of the sale stated that the 
town reserved the ”right to use the 
house for all Town Meetings as long 
as they may wish,” and the town re-
tained ownership of the bell, clocks, 
and tower. Thus began a unique 
relationship between the town of 
Amherst and the Congregational 
Church that endures today. 

For the past two centuries, the 
meetinghouse has served as a gath-
ering place for many town groups 
and events. The church regularly 
provides free meeting space for Boy 
Scout Troop 22,Tiger Cubs, & many 
Girl Scout troops (7-8 total troops 
annually), and Alcoholics Anony-
mous. Because of its central loca-
tion and large community room, 
it is rented by various community 
organizations including the His-
torical Society and Garden Club for 
their monthly meetings. 

Its Sunday school classrooms are 
leased during the week to the Pre-
school in the Village for the popular 
preschool and after-kindergarten 
programs. The preschool strives to 
offer top quality but economically 
viable program to the young fami-
lies of Amherst and area residents.  
The school has continued to add 
programs and paid for renovations 
on the third floor to accommodate 
its expanding enrollment. As this is 
an important mission of the church, 
the church subsidizes this service.

In addition to the daily and week-
ly use of the building by the com-
munity, the meetinghouse is open 
during the Fourth of July Parade 
and the Amherst Tree Lighting Fes-
tival and is firmly entrenched as a 
background for and a part of the 
Amherst tradition. 

Maintaining the integrity of the 
235-year-old building is a time-

consuming, constant and costly 
endeavor.  Over the past centuries, 
the Congregational Church has im-
proved and expanded the original 
meetinghouse to meet the needs of 
new generations. Most recently, in 
2000, it restored the meetinghouse, 
expanded the connector building, 
and made the church handicapped 
accessible. 

Nine years and several harsh win-
ters later, the exterior of the meet-
inghouse is in urgent need of paint 
and some restorative work. Not 
only is the work necessary to main-
tain the integrity of the wood siding 
and trim, it is appropriate that it be 
completed in time for the 250th an-
niversary celebration for the Town 
of Amherst in 2010.  The church has 
undertaken a campaign to raise the 
necessary funds to ensure that the 
meetinghouse is restored this year. 

The total cost of the project is 
$30,000. We will be coordinating 
this project with the Town, which 
has budgeted funds to do mainte-
nance and painting of the Town-
owned clock tower and steeple.

The congregation is asking mem-
bers of the community to support 
this project. There are several ways 
to contribute to the campaign. Con-
tributions in full or in installments 
are gratefully accepted via check 
or credit card. Payment may be 
made by mail (The Congregation-
al Church of Amherst, 11 Church 
Street, Amherst, NH 03031) or in 
person in the church office. Any 
size donation is gratefully accept-
ed. Information is also available at 
www.ccamherst.org  or by calling 
the church office at (603) 673-3231.  
All donations are fully tax deduct-
ible. 

The church thanks all who are 
willing and able to help to refurbish 
our classic town landmark!

tion bond, operating budget, open 
space land purchase, DPW replace-
ment truck, fire apparatus capital 
reserve fund, assessing revaluation 
reserve fund, town anniversary cel-
ebration capital reserve fund, For-
estview cemetery capital reserve 
fund, highway equipment capi-
tal reserve fund, Souhegan Valley 
transportation collaborative, and 
the Merrimack Valley Regional Wa-
ter District legal fees. 

The Board of Selectmen and the 
Ways and Means supported nine of 
the articles defeated.  In contrast, 
the Amherst Citizens Association 
(ACA) opposed seven of the defeat-
ed articles.  The position most often 
cited for their opposition was the 
down turn in economic conditions.  
ACA supported both of the EMS 
cardiac defibrillation and resuscita-
tion articles.   

At their March 17 meeting ACA 
member, Neal Foley said, “The ACA 
had no effect o the vote.  Everyone 
was scared by the economy.”  He 
continued, “I take no joy in the re-
sult.  Failure of budgets and warrant 
articles speaks volumes about the 
misconnection between the Board 
of Selectmen, Ways and Means 
with the voters.”

Tedd Landon said, ”They need to 
take a hard look at the budget. Man-
age. And lead.”

“I want to know why only 2,300 
voters went to the polls,” said Peter-
man.  “Our town has some of the 
hardest working employees in the 
region.”

Moving forward, Peterman asked 
what ACA wanted.  “We’re looking 
for value for our money,” said Land-
on.  

development. The mixed use 
concept remains a lightening 
rod. There is still little agree-
ment on exactly what it should 
mean, or even if we want mixed 
use development anywhere in 
town. But, there is a consensus 
that existing commercial and 
industrial areas should not be 
increased, but they should be 
improved, to increase value 
(and property taxes collected), 
enhance designs, and become 
more consistent with Amherst’s 
character.

At the next meeting (7:30 in the 
Town Hall on April 15th), the re-
maining Recreation element will 
be examined. We will then return 

to the Land Use and Zoning ele-
ment for a second pass. When all 
elements have been reviewed, the 
results will be given to the consul-
tants to integrate into the next draft 
of the Master Plan, which we think 
will better represent Amherst’s de-
sires. Additional review is still need-
ed to assure that the master plan is 
complete and correct represents 
our hopes for the future. Find  doc-
uments at http://www.amherstnh.
gov/MP. Come to the meeting on 
the 15th to present your thoughts, 
or send me your assessment of the 
draft Recreation and Land Use ele-
ments. I can be reached at rhart@
amherstnh.gov.

Matthew Crowley graduated on February 18 from Warrant Officer 
School at Fort Rucker, Alabama.  Warrant Officer Crowley will 
be attending flight school at Fort Rucker where he and his wife 
Tamara are residing.  
 Warrant Officer Crowley is a 2001 graduate of Souhegan High 
School and the son of John and Michele Crowley of Milford.

Soldiers in UniformGreat Gatsby Book Discussion At 
The Amherst Town Library

Richard Hughes Silent Films Of The 1920s 
with Live Accompaniment

April Art Exhibit at the Amherst 
Town Library

“Anticipation” an original pastel 
painting by Cathleen Leavitt. 

Amherst Transfer Station
Effective March 31, 2009 the year round hours 
of operation on Tuesdays and Thursdays will be 

12 Noon to 8 PM

Humorist Goes on Toadstool   
Bookshops Tour, March 28

AMHERST – The Amherst Town 
Library invites you to participate 
in The Big Read!   Please join us on 
Tuesday, April 14, at 7 p.m. for a won-
derful, informative and entertaining 
evening of silent films with LIVE ac-
companiment by silent movie mas-
ter pianist Richard Hughes.  As the 
1920s is the backdrop for our chosen 
Big Read book, The Great Gatsby by 
F. Scott Fitzgerald, so too Charlie 
Chaplin and Jackie Coogan starred 
in The Kid in 1921.  It was an era 
of silent films along with The Jazz 
Singer opening as the first talking 
motion picture in 1927.  Many of the 
silent films are gems and the panto-
mime acting, in the hands of skilled 
actors, is so much fun to watch!  
And let’s not forget the “Mood Mu-
sic” that adds so much color to these 
black and white films. 

Richard Hughes, at the age of sev-
en, began classical music training 
from a piano teacher in Newton, 
Massachusetts.  As it turned out, 
that training provided a good foun-
dation for later urges to play Boo-
gie Woogie, Ragtime and Pop music 
that was starting to creep into his 
classical music lessons.  This inter-
est in Ragtime led him to discover 
Zez Comfrey’s 1920s Novelty Piano 
Pieces and Fats Waller’s Stride Pia-
no style.  Richard studied with Paul 
Smith in Los Angeles, who accom-
panied silent movies as part of his 
regular concert performances.  For 
the past ten years, Richard has com-
piled many silent movie scores taken 
from authentic “Mood Music” that 
was played during the 1920s.  This 
“Mood Music” enhances the movie 

scenes by making them “come alive” 
in a third dimension.

The Amherst Town Library com-
munity of readers is joining oth-
er communities in Southern New 
Hampshire in reading one of the 
most popular classics in modern 
American fiction, The Great Gatsby 
by F. Scott Fitzgerald.  Copies of the 
book, a CD audio guide to The Great 
Gatsby, and a Reader’s Guide to the 
book are all available now at the 
Amherst Town Library.   While en-
joying the book, add to your experi-
ence while stepping back in time to 
enjoy the silent films of the era! 

The Big Read is an initiative of the 
National Endowment for the Arts 
in partnership with the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services and 
Arts Midwest.  Our chosen book, 
The Great Gatsby, brings together 
these communities for a two-month 
long series of more than 100 pro-
grams in March and April. 

To register for this special event, 
please call the Amherst Town Li-
brary at 673-2288, email library@
amherst.lib.nh.us , or visit the Li-
brary’s web site at http://www.am-
herst.lib.nh.us and click on the cal-
endar icon, labeled “Calendar of 
Events” on the homepage.  For a full 
schedule of all The Big Read events 
happening throughout our partner-
ing communities, please visit the 
Northeast Cultural Coop website at 
http://www.northeastculturalcoop.
org   For more information on other 
participants of The Big Read across 
the country, please visit the Nation-
al Endowment for the Arts website 
at www.NEABigRead.org  

New Hampshire humorist and 
storyteller Rebecca Rule, author of 
“Live Free and Eat Pie, A Storytell-
er’s Guide to New Hampshire,” will 
spend Saturday, March 28, telling 
stories and signing her books at all 
three of The Toadstool Bookshops. 
She’ll appear at 10:30 a.m. at the 
Milford store; at 1:30 p.m. at the Pe-
terborough store; and at 3:30 p.m. at 
the Keene store.

Rule’s version of a “tourist guide” 
to New Hampshire includes how to 
talk New Hampshire, why residents 
love pie, how the Granite State dif-

fers from Vermont, how to dress 
like a native and much more. Her 
take on the habits, characteristics, 
and shall we say, peculiarities of 
New Hampshire is, well, as unique 
as New Hampshire itself.

For more information about the 
event, contact the stores: Milford, 
298-996s; Peterborough, 924-3543; 
and Keene352-8815. For more in-
formation about the book, call 207-
846-3344 or email islandport@
islandportpress.com. Electronic im-
ages of the author and book cover 
are available upon request.

AMHERST - The Amherst Town 
Library invites you to participate in 
The Big Read!   Sign up to be part 
of our library’s Great Gatsby Book 
Discussion scheduled for Wednes-
day, April 8 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in 
the Johnson Meeting Room.  Ann 
V. Norton, Ph.D., Professor and 
Chair of the English Department at 
St. Anselm’s College in Manchester, 
New Hampshire will facilitate.  The 
Amherst Town Library community 
of readers is joining other commu-
nities in Southern New Hampshire 
in reading one of the most popular 
classics in modern American fic-
tion, The Great Gatsby by F. Scott 
Fitzgerald.  Copies of the book, a 
CD audio guide to The Great Gats-
by, and a Reader’s Guide to the book 
are all available now at the Amherst 
Town Library.   Since its publication 
in 1925, Fitzgerald’s masterpiece 
has become a touchstone for gener-
ations of readers and writers, many 
of whom reread it every few years as 
a ritual of imaginative renewal.  The 
story of Jay Gatsby’s desperate quest 
to win back his first love reverber-
ates with themes at once character-
istically American and universally 
human, among them the impor-
tance of honesty, the temptations of 
wealth, and the struggle to escape 
the past. 

Dr. Norton joined the English de-
partment in 1994 after completing 
her Ph.D. at Colombia University.  
Dr. Norton teaches twentieth-cen-
tury American literature, survey 
and special topics courses in nine-
teenth and twentieth-century Brit-
ish literature, Freshman English, 
and Introduction to Literary Stud-
ies.

 The Big Read is an initiative of 
the National Endowment for the 
Arts in partnership with the Insti-
tute of Museum and Library Ser-
vices and Arts Midwest.  North-
east Cultural Coop (NCC) and the 

Southern New Hampshire libraries 
of Amherst, Auburn, Bedford, Bow, 
Deering, Fitzwilliam, Goffstown, 
Hampstead, Hollis, Hooksett, Man-
chester, Milford, and New Boston 
along with the Currier Museum of 
Art, Manchester City Schools, New 
Boston Schools, Hillsboro-Deer-
ing Coop HS and SHS are pleased 
to be part of this program, thanks 
to a grant from the NEA.  Our cho-
sen book, The Great Gatsby, brings 
together these communities for a 
two-month long series of more than 
100 programs in March and April. 

To register, call the Amherst 
Town Library at 673-2288, email 
library@amherst.lib.nh.us , or vis-
it the Library’s web site at http://
www.amherst.lib.nh.us and click 
on the calendar icon, labeled “Cal-
endar of Events” on the homepage. 
For more information on other par-
ticipants of The Big Read across the 
country, visit the National Endow-
ment for the Arts website at www.
NEABigRead.org

The Friends of the Amherst Li-
brary welcomes artist Cathleen 
Leavitt of Londonderry NH, who 
will be exhibiting her pastels at the 
Library during the month of April.   

Cathleen says she paints for the 
pure joy of the creative process. “My 
art is a part of my daily life. Rarely 
does a day go by that I am not work-
ing or contemplating the progress of 
a current work,” she says. “The vast 
array of colors and textures that the 
pastel offers, motivates me to paint.” 
Cathleen has chosen pastel as her 
primary medium for it allows her to 
use several different layers of color, 
each showing through the other to 
visually blend with the eye creating 
luminous color.  Her latest focus has 
been the portrait, figurative, and the 
still life. Cathleen strives to keep her 
paintings fresh with color and light.  
Her process is intuitive where often 
it is the “accidents” that happen that 
somehow work to make the paint-
ing unique and special.  

Mainly self taught, Cathleen has 
also been mentored by a wonderful 
pastel artist Sue Zylak over the last 
couple of years. Cathleen has also 
studied figure drawing at The New 
England School of Art and Design. 
When she’s not painting or taking 
a class, Cathleen’s life is filled with 

taking care of her two young boys, 
husband Jim, along with her Mal-
tese and Whippets. 

Cathleen is a juried member of 
the New Hampshire Art Associa-
tion and East Colony Fine Art Gal-
lery and is a member of the Pastel 
Society of NH, the Manchester Art-
ists Association, and the Newbury-
port Art Association. Her artwork 
can be seen in juried art shows and 
exhibits in New Hampshire, Massa-
chusetts, and Maine.Office Now Open

www.thenorwoodgroup.com

46 Route 101A  Amherst, NH
603-673-1775

REDUCED
MONT VERNON, NH

Open concept Contemporary 
Cape 6 rms, 3 bdrms, 2 baths. 
Cathedral ceilings, fireplace, 

new maple kitchen.
$299,900  MLS# 2697158

HANCOCK, NH
Oversized 7 rm, 4 bdrms,

2 bath oversized Cape 
located on 2.90 acres.

$205,000  MLS# 2698287

NASHUA, NH
Custom built 8 rm, 5 bdrm, 

2 bath Ranch beautifully 
maintained home on 

1/2 acre lot.
$299,800  MLS# 2697163

AMHERST, NH
Spectacular 10 rm, 

4 bdrm,4 bath Colonial 
located on 2.4 acre lot 
with beautiful sunsets.

$599,000  MLS# 2697201

AMHERST, NH
Commanding 12 rm,

5 bdrm, 4 bath Colonial.
located on 1.70 acre lot in 
Historic Amherst Village.

$899,000  MLS# 2697168

AMHERST, NH
Stately brick front 12 rm,
5 bdrm, 5 bath Colonial 
located on 5.14 acre lot.

$975,000  MLS# 2697637

Amherst $194,900
This economic country condo 
unit includes 2 bedrooms, 2 
baths, gas fireplace, finished
lower level game room/office

MLS#2763754

mont Vernon  $274,900
Live your dream in this afford-
able Colonial In priv. setting. 
3 bedrooms, 2 & ½ baths, 

Sunroom & rec. room in lower 
level

MLS#2764508

www.thenorwoodgroup.com

Amherst  $379,000
Traditional Colonial set on 1.5 
acre landscaped lot. 4 bed-

rooms, 3 baths, large kitchen, 
family room w/fplc, office, fin. 

3rd floor for multi-use.
MLS#2765954

New!
New!

Visit our state-of-the-art website to 
view all our featured properties and other 

Real Estate listings!

New!

Wilton  $465,000
Charming one of a kind 1760 

Antique Cape located on
13+ acres w/views. 3 bed-

rooms, 2 baths, priv. fenced
Backyard.

MLS#2765036

Amherst  $619,000
Amherst beauty built with 

highest efficiency energy star 
ratings. 4 bedrooms, 4 baths, 
large gracious room, gourmet 

kitchen and much more!
MLS#2725513

Amherst  $370,000
A Nature Lovers Dream! 
Contemporary Colonial

Situated On Over 4.5 Private 
Acres Close To Amherst

Village. A Spacious Home In 
Move In Condition.

MLS#2739120

New!

PATIO
FURNITURE

The most beautiful styles, 
the highest quality, the finest craftsmanship. 

New Hampshire’s largest selection by America’s 
most prestigious designers.

Best Sale of the Year
Final Days

LOWEST
PRICES

Guaranteed in
writing

120 Route 101A, Amherst, NH • ½ mile east of Wal-Mart
www.seasonalstores.com (603) 880-8471 TV5PF

Open
7

Days

See this week’s specials at 
www.seasonalstores.com/whatsnew. 

Save hundreds 
on selected 

patio sets this 
week.
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