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More Letters

Thank You For Your Vote
To the editor:

I wanted to thank everyone who took the time to write in my name to 
elect me to the Mont Vernon School Board.  With only three days notice 
many people quickly came together to promote my candidacy through 
emails and word of mouth.  It was gratifying to receive such support given 
such short notice.  I truly thank you for your effort and now look forward to 
working with the other School Board members and the entire community 
to address the educational needs of the Mont Vernon children while main-
taining an affordable tax rate in Mont Vernon.

	 	 	 	 Trevor	Girard
	 	 	 	 Mont	Vernon

Thanks to the Mont Vernon   
Community
To the editor:

I am grateful to those of you who cast ballots for me as Selectman and for 
your many kind words and expressions of support. Thank you also to the 
many people who came to both the Mont Vernon annual town meeting and 
the school district meeting. These times are difficult, but it is a testament 
to our town that so many participated. If you are disappointed in the out-
come of particular issue, I urge you to organize, and to get involved. Don’t 
let the fact that the kids are busy in school or you work out-of-town keep 
you from having your voice heard. The Selectmen meet most Monday eve-
nings at 7:00 pm at the Town Hall. Call the Selectmen’s office at 673-6080 
for more information.

	 	 	 	 	Again,	thank	you	for	your	support.
	 	 	 	 	Paul	Apple
	 	 	 	 Mont	Vernon

Kudos to Mont Vernon Taxpayers
To the editor:

Kudos to the Mont Vernon taxpayers who battled in the trenches on Fri-
day night from 7 pm to 12 midnight and managed to shave $163,000+ from 
the School District Budget.  Although you did not escape the SHS tax in-
crease which was won by a very narrow margin, you scored a victory by de-
leting over $112,000 from the Town Budget on Tuesday night.  A big thank 
you is due to the MV employees for giving up their COLA increase and to 
the School Budget Committee for their effort.  Our additional tax impact 
in 2009 will be much less than it might have been.

There are still unanswered questions, however.  When the voters were 
asked to approve an increase from $65,784 to $188,510 (a 187% variance!) 
for IEP students, they were sharply denied any explanations as to why the 
cost was so high, for “privacy reasons.”  There was an attempt to cool tem-
pers with the statement that some of the money will be returned to the 
town courtesy of the State of NH.  Again, how much?  We also understand 
there is a high number (approximately 40) of special ed. students in Mont 
Vernon.

No one was asking for the names, ages or handicaps of these students, 
but it was fair and prudent to expect an answer to the question of the num-
ber and cost for each student or if each  resides in Mont Vernon.  

Do you think a bank would blindly lend us that same amount of money 
without any questions?  Not anymore!  Why then, were the MV taxpayers 
denied even the smallest bit of information?

If you are wondering why MV does not have a “default budget”, the an-
swer to that is:  NO SB2!  It also gives you the privilege of absentee voting. 
Each year the $$ signs are growing and if you are absent from the meetings 
for any reason you will have absolutely no say in how your tax money is 
spent!  See you next year?

	 	 	 	 Tom	and	Norma	McKinney
	 	 	 	 Mont	Vernon

Wake up New Hampshire!
To the editor:

Fifty-four percent of New Hampshire voted for “change” in the recent 
presidential election, but is this the kind of “change they believe in?” 

Civil Unions performed anywhere in the world now recognized in New 
Hampshire. Must we accept polygamy (multiple wives), which is legal in 
many Muslim countries, or Tibetan fraternal polyandry in which multiple 
sons in a family all marry the same wife? How about Civil Unions now 
termed as Marriage in New Hampshire. How do you feel about  “Gender-
less” marriage officially being recognized, or about “Transvestites” now 
being free to choose either bathroom based upon their current “Gender 
specific” feeling, and with the right to bring objectors before the Human 
Rights Commission on charges of discrimination.  And oh yes, how about 
strengthening the Human Rights Commission, eliminating the right to tri-
al by jury for defendants, but keeping that right for the complainants who 
may not agree with the decision. 

Other changes you might not want to believe in are legalizing Assisted 
Suicide, denying parental rights of notification prior to performing abor-
tions on their minor daughters, or refusing the requirement for signed 
proof of counseling prior to abortion for these same children.  

Those are just a few of the social engineering bills pushed through the Ju-
diciary Committee last week by the Democratic majority.  Other Changes 
being pushed are increases in toll fees, and an 18-cent increase in gas taxes, 
a new tax on beer, another cigarette tax increase, casino gambling, and the 
list goes on and on.  

Whether you were one of the 54% who voted for “change” or not, you are 
certainly getting it. If this is not the kind of change in New Hampshire you 
believe in, then tape the above list of  “changes” to the door of your refrig-
erator and refer to it along with the voting records of your Legislators be-
fore the next election.   

Voting records for all legislators can be found on the New Hampshire 
government web site at http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/ie/, by looking up 
your specific Representative and Senator, and clicking on their voting re-
cord. 

	 	 	 	 Robert	Mead
	 	 	 	 Judiciary	Committee
	 	 	 	 NH	State	Representative
	 	 	 	 Hillsborough	District	4

Neighbor Helping Neighbor
 The economic downturn has been especially difficult for many families 

in our community.  Mont Vernon residents can directly help their neigh-
bors by donating cash or gift cards to the Neighbor Helping Neighbor col-
lection cans located at Town Hall, the Town Clerk’s office, the Library, and 
the General Store.  100% of your donations go directly to needy Mont Ver-
non families in the form of Market Basket gift cards distributed through 
the Town’s Welfare Office.  Your contribution will put food on the table of 
a family right here in town.  Thank you for your generosity!

	 	 	 	 Richard	Masters
	 	 	 	 Town	of	Mont	Vernon	Welfare	Officer

Sean A. Duffy
Resident of Amherst and Mont Vernon

Walter P. Smith
Family Members Living in Amherst, NH

Gladys E. Pestana
Longtime Amherst Resident – Lives to Age 105

MONT VER-
NON, NH – Sean 
A. Duffy, 74, res-
ident of Mont 
Vernon, NH, 
died March 5, 
2009 at Southern 
New Hampshire 
Medical Center, 
Nashua, NH, sur-
rounded by his 
family.

He was born 
in Knocknacarra, 
Salthill, Co. Gal-
way, Ireland on 
January 21, 1935, 
a son of the late 
Michael & Mary 
(Flaherty) Duffy 
and was raised and educated in Ire-
land by the Christian Brothers.  He 
immigrated to Carnegie Hill, Upper 
East Side of New York City in 1954.  
From there, he moved to Fairfield 
County, CT where he resided for 20 
years, then to Amherst, NH and fi-
nally moving to Mont Vernon, NH 
several years ago.

Mr. Duffy worked in the con-
struction industry all of his life.  He 
joined the Carpenters Union Local 
#608 and worked as a carpenter at 
a number of sites throughout New 
York.  For several years, he was the 
Curator of Fine Woods at the Met-
ropolitan Museum of Art.  Later in 
his career, he became a Senior Vice 
President for Gazetten Construc-
tion, a Senior Vice President for 
Olympia & York, and Vice Presi-
dent of Construction for Nico.  He 
worked on numerous construction 
projects including the World Trade 
Center in New York and the Finan-
cial Center in Boston, the Hummel 
Club in Tarrytown, NY, and many 
hospitals in New York City.  He was 
much in demand for his beautiful 
renovations of Manhattan brown-
stones.

Mr. Duffy was an active commu-
nicant of St. Patrick’s Church, Mil-
ford, NH, where he enjoyed singing 
in the choir for several years.  He 
was a member of the fourth degree 
of the Milford Council Knights of 
Columbus #3035 and had served as 
the financial secretary.  In addition, 

he was a member 
of the Knights of 
Malta and the 
Ancient Order of 
Hibernians.  He 
was an avid golfer, 
and played in the 
senior’s league 
for a number of 
years.

He was prede-
ceased by his wife, 
Mary T. (Ward) 
Duffy, who died in 
2001 and a broth-
er, Frank Duffy.

Family mem-
bers include his 
daughter and son-
in-law, Megan D. 

Griffith and John G. Griffith III of 
Mont Vernon, NH, with whom he 
made his home; four sisters and their 
spouses, Philomena & Ken Faraway 
of England, Joan & Enda Colleran, 
Sheila & Brian Ramaker, Drs. Mar-
tina & Thomas Rea; three brothers 
and their spouses, Paul & Bridge 
Duffy, Gabriel & Bairbre Duffy, 
Kevin & Lorna Duffy, all of Galway, 
Ireland; his great aunt, Bridget (Fla-
herty) Boland of England; two sis-
ters-in-law, Helena Duffy and Peggy 
Shaff-McKenna; many nieces, neph-
ews, grandnieces and grandneph-
ews.

Calling hours are Sunday, March 
8th from 1:00-4:00 pm in the Smith 
& Heald Funeral Home, 63 Elm 
Street, Milford, NH.  A mass of 
Christian burial will be celebrated 
on Monday at 1:00 pm in St. Patrick’s 
Church, 34 Amherst Street, Mil-
ford, NH.  Burial will be in Mead-
owview Cemetery, Amherst, in the 
spring.  In lieu of flowers, donations 
in his memory may be made to Share 
Outreach, Inc., 1 Columbus Avenue, 
Milford, NH  03055, National Kid-
ney Foundation of MA/RI/NH and 
Vermont, 85 Astor Avenue, Suite #2, 
Norwood, MA  02062 or the Amer-
ican Heart Association, 2 Wall 
Street, Manchester, NH  03101.  
Smith & Heald Funeral Home, Mil-
ford, is handling arrangements.  To 
leave an online condolence, please 
go to www.smith-heald.com

Walter P. Smith, 84 years of age, of 
Naples, Florida, formerly of Marble-
head, MA passed away on Tuesday, 
February 10, 2009 of natural causes.  
Walter was born in New Haven, 
Connecticut on December 7, 1924 
to the late Walter Peter Smith and 
Elizabeth (Colwell) Smith.  He grad-
uated from Hamden Hall in Ham-
den, Connecticut.  He enlisted in 
the Navy in May of 1942 and served 
on various naval vessels in the Pa-
cific Theater beginning with the in-
vasion of the Philippines and ending 
with the surrender of Japan.  After 
being discharged in March of 1946, 
he graduated from the University of 
Miami and then attended the Uni-
versity of Miami Law School.  

Walter married Betty Ruth Lake 
in 1952 and moved to Marblehead, 
Massachusetts where he lived for 
twenty-five years.   Walter worked 
for Commercial Union Insurance 
Company until he retired. Betty 
predeceased him in l973.  

Walter moved to Naples, Florida 
and married Joyce Herberholz of 
Kewadin, Michigan. They have been 
married for the past eleven years.  

In addition to his wife Joyce, he is 
survived by his son Stratton and his 
wife Carol of Amherst, New Hamp-
shire, his two grandsons Garrett 
and his wife Meghan of Bethlehem, 
New Hampshire, Grant and his wife 
Caroline of Amherst, New Hamp-
shire, and two great-grandchildren, 
Stratton and Alexandra. Walter is 
also survived by five step-sons, Da-
vid and his wife Sheila, Rick and 
his wife Janet, Craig and his wife 
Mary, Jack and his wife Cyndi, and 
Paul and eleven step-grandchildren.   
He is also survived by a sister Bet-
ty Murphy and her husband John 
of New Haven, Connecticut.  Wal-
ter is predeceased by a sister Phyl-
lis Miner.   

Please visit the online guestbook 
for Walter at www.mem.com 

Gladys E. Pestana died on March 
11, 2009 at the Hunt Community, 
Nashua, New Hampshire at the age 
of 105.  She was born in Roslindale, 
Massachusetts on May 22, 1903, the 
daughter of Charles and Katherine 
Schmitt.  In 1925 she married J. Jus-
tin Pestana, Sr., who predeceased 
her in 1964.  In 1938 Gladys and her 
husband moved to Amherst, New 
Hampshire where they purchased 
the former Hayward Farm on Wal-
nut Hill Road.  Gladys lived there 
until retiring to the Hunt Com-
munity in 1998.  It was at her Wal-
nut Hill Road farm where she and 
her husband founded J.P. Chemi-
cal Company, now known as JP Pest 
Services.

As a resident of Amherst, Gladys 
was a member of the Amherst Con-
gregational Church for over 65 years, 
a charter member of the Amherst 
Historical Society and a member 
of the Amherst Woman’s Club.  In 
2004 the Town of Amherst award-
ed Gladys the Boston Post Cane.  
Gladys was a long time member of 
the Puritan Chapter of Eastern Star 
and a former Worthy Matron.  For 
many years, Gladys, along with her 
two daughters owned, and operated 
the Carriage Shed Antique shop on 
Walnut Hill. 

In addition to her husband, Glad-
ys was predeceased by her son, J. Jus-
tin Pestana, of Mont Vernon, New 
Hampshire, who died in June 2005, 
and her grandson, Ralph E. Smith, 
III, of Stockholm, Maine who died 
in September 2007.  Members of 
Gladys’ family include her daugh-
ter, Arlene R. Smith of Saint Peters-
burg, Florida, her daughter and son-
in-law, Jean and David Campbell of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, her daughter-in-
law, Paula Pestana, of Mont Vernon, 
New Hampshire, her grandchildren, 
Susan Brennan, of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Deborah J. Fujji of Los Angeles  Cal-
ifornia, Leslie Smith of Manchester, 
New Hampshire, Pamela Harris, of 
Cypress, Texas, J. Joseph Pestana, 
of Bedford, New Hampshire and 
Christopher Pestana of Brookline, 
New Hampshire. Gladys also leaves 
behind 11 great-grandchildren and 
8 great, great, grandchildren.  

Funeral services will be private 
and there will be no calling hours.  
Those who wish may make a me-
morial contribution in her name to 
Hunt Community, 10 Allds Street, 
Nashua, New Hampshire  03060. 

The family wishes to extend their 
heartfelt thanks to the staff of Hunt 
Community for the loving and ex-
cellent care they gave to Gladys. 

Obituaries

Arb or iculturAl  Serv iceS
M ichAel  hennAS

by

specializing in 
ornamental tree and shrub pruning • shade tree preservation • large tree planting

over grown shrub restoration • tree cabling and bracing systems
fruit tree pruning for fruit production or aesthetics 

ISA Certified Arborist Since 1992   •   20 Years Experience in Plant Health Care
NOFA Certified Organic Land Care Specialist

801-5366   •   pruningbymike@aol.com
Professional Tree & Shrub Pruning

ornamental tree and shrub pruning • shade tree preservation • large tree planting
over grown shrub restoration • tree cabling and bracing systems

fruit tree pruning for fruit production or aesthetics • storm damage cleanup

Damaged Trees and Shrubs? I Can Help!

Do you want an experienced dentist
who...
•offers patients the latest dental
technology...
•understands your concerns and offers
treatment options to meet your needs...
•has a friendly, responsive, supportive
team…

Call us today—your comfort & well-
being is our first concern!

(603) 673-4102
www.richarddgrovesdds.com

Visit our website for a free gift offer!

Conveniently located at
One Overlook Dr., Suite A-3

Amherst, NH 03031
(near intersection of Rts 101A & 122)

New Patients Welcome!

Making

beautiful

smiles

for more

than 25

years!

Brighten up your smile for
spring!

241 Union Square
Milford, NH

672-2270

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
THURSDAY:

RICH KUMPU

SATURDAY:
TRUCKER MOUTH

19
Book Your Holiday Parties,
Packages Starting At
$9.95 p.p.

Includes Soup, Salad, Bread Choice of Side
While Supplies Last!

FRIDAY:
SUMX4

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Thursday, 03/26 
rich Kumpu

Friday, 03/27 
Groove ThanG

saTurday, 03/28 
pearly BriGGs Band

Free Valet Parking 
Thu/Fri/Sat Nites

Our 12th Year ~ www.pastaloft.com

Take out Frugal Fare menu
9 entrees 2 for $20 with soup 

or salad

PAYROLL SPECIALISTS
Preparation of payroll checks; monthly, quarterly 

plus annual Federal & State tax forms and deposits
No payroll too large or too small

	 • Eleven or more checks................... $3.60 per check
	 • Six to Ten checks........................... $4.25 per check
	 • Two to Five checks ........................ $4.80 per check
	 • One-Check payroll......................... $8.00

Call:  603-672-1155
e-mail:  payrolls@earthlink.net

HOLLIS VETERINARY HOSPITAL &
ON THE GO VETERINARY SERVICES

JAMES A. BELANGER, DVM

WE MAKE
HOUSE CALLS!!

• Complete healthcare
for your pet

• Call for an
appointment

11 Silver Lake Road • Hollis, New Hampshire

465-7071

Affordable Health Insurance!!
Affordable health insurance for those who buy their own. 
Learn about coverage that fits your budget. No Workman’s Comp? 
Our insurance covers you for injuries at work. On COBRA? I can put you in a 
plan for much less. Denied Insurance? Pre-Existing Conditions? 
We have open enrollment in March for those with Pre-Existing Conditions.
$25 co-pay for Doctor visits. $15 for prescriptions
Chesapeake Life Platinum PPO Plan/Health Markets

Call Mark Liacos: 603-497-8791; cell: 603-305-6498
Licensed Independent Agent 
markliacos@comcast.net

J.M. PRINCEWELL ON THE MILFORD OVAL
Open most days until 8pm-ish ~ 673-0611

Friday, March 27th and 
Saturday March 28th only

How long does it take 
to refresh a kitchen?

 6 weeks

 6 months

 48 hours

In as lIttle as two days,

Kitchen tune-Up, a division of KtU worldwide, Inc. is a system of over 300 
independently owned and operated franchises. ©2008 Kitchen tune-Up, Inc.
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our exclusive reconditioning or 
refacing services will have you 
feeling like you’ve walked into 
a brand new kitchen. 
Call or click for a free in-home 
consultation.

www.kitchentuneup.com
danowens@kitchentuneup.com

dan and Irina owens
owners

603-673-6499


