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Don’t let energy Dollars escape through 
your winDows.
In the cold winter months your home can lose as much as 50% of its heat through the windows. 
Properly installed Hunter Douglas Duette Architella honeycomb shades, with their patented 
honeycomb-within-a-honeycomb design, insulate your windows to minimize heat loss. They 
help reduce your energy bills while beautifying your home with a rich color palette and
fashion-forward design. Plus, Hunter Douglas rebates let you start saving money right away. 

duette® architella® honeycomb shades

Plus save $50 - $300 

$50 rebate
PER WINDOW (10 MAx)

On Other select windOw fashiOns 
PER WINDOW (10 MAx PER PRODUCT)

oFFer Valid Feb. 1 – aPr. 30

Manufacturer’s rebate. Limits and restrictions apply. ©2009 Hunter Douglas Inc. ® and TM are trademarks of Hunter Douglas Inc.

Route 101, Bedford, NH
603-472-5221
www.goedeckedecorating.com

“Goedecke will make your home 
beautiful, one room at a time!”

Welcome You!
Salzburg Square

Eden Restaurant & Lounge
249-3336 www.edenrestaurantandlounge.com

Gallery Portraits
672-8780 www.galleryportraitstudios.com

Aurvara Salon
673-0404 www.aurvarasalon.com

Just Naturals & Co.
642-6900

Antiques at Mayfair
546-0194 or 595-7531
www.antiquesatmayfair.com

Enchanted Lace
673-5223 www.enchantedlace.com

Egg-Stravaganza
Sat. april 4
10aM-4pM

Participating shops will have Easter 
eggs you can crack open and find 
something special inside! From 

discount savings to special gifts!*
*(Ask each store for details.)

292 Route 101 • Amherst, NH

The Village ShoppeS aT

Roxie’s Fashions
673-2270 Roxiesfashions@aol.com

The Golden Egg Gift Boutique
672-1EGG (1344)
goldeneggamherst@gmail.com

Whimsey Square Gift Shoppe
673-3111 whimseysquare@aol.com

Your backyard is your sanctuary. But you want to 
make it even better -- perhaps with a patio where your 
family can congregate, enjoy outdoor barbeques and 
entertain guests.

Here are some design tips to help turn your back-
yard into the oasis of your dreams:

* Install a patio.
You yearn for a lovely patio area for picnic lunches or 

to relax and read a book as you enjoy the sun. The cost 
of using natural stone, however, is a negative, and so is 
the lack of creative colors and design allowed by pre-
cast pavers. Another option is to use stamped concrete 
for your patio base, which has unlimited patterns and 
colors and can be used in all climates.

“Homeowners are interested in concrete patios be-
cause they blend the connection between house and 
patio -- indoors and outdoors,” says Jim Peterson of 
ConcreteNetwork.com, which offers a wide variety of 
patio designs, provides many useful concrete tips and 

comparisons and lists local contractors for your area. 
“Decorative concrete can create the look of authentic 
stone, slate or cobblestone, is more economical to in-
stall and adds value to the home.”

* Gather around the fire.
Bring your family together with a fire pit. Wheth-

er you’re building a fire for cooking dinner, roasting 
marshmallows or to keep warm on a chilly evening, 
it will become a gathering place for your family and 
- if invited - friends and neighbors. Depending on your 
creativity and building skills, you can make your fire 
pit an elaborate congregational area with permanent 
benches and a decorative wood rack, or a simpler ring 
for cozy family cookouts.

* Set up seats for relaxation.
Don’t forget the tables, chairs and decorative plant-

ers to encourage people to relax in your backyard and 
enjoy your sanctuary. You will need to decide if you 

want permanent, built-in tables and chairs or benches 
on your patio or along strolling paths through your 
backyard landscape, or if you want furniture you can 
rearrange and store during inclement weather.

* Keep the hunger pains at bay.
Perhaps you are looking for more than just relax-

ation; you want to fill your tummy as well. Outdoor 
barbeques are becoming increasingly popular, com-
plete with drink coolers and sinks. For an outdoor 
countertop, look for a material that can withstand 
weather, yet still have a warm, natural look that will 
work with the other materials you’re using on your 
porch. Concrete countertops can be mixed with stains, 
pigments, aggregates and epoxy coatings to give them 
the look, texture and feel of more expensive quarried 
stones like marble, granite and limestone. Visit www.
ConcreteNetwork.com to learn more about how this 
material can work in your backyard.

* Soothe the senses
Water features are popping up in backyards across 

the country. Families enjoy them by relaxing near the 
sound of trickling water and watching birds and other 
wildlife looking for a drink. Some homeowners install 
small fountains surrounded by landscaping to provide 
the water ambiance, while others take the route of 
building a full water garden.

Self-contained water features are easy to install in 
less than a day, while kit ponds might take a weekend 
to set up. But the larger water features give you more 
opportunities to be creative - for example installing a 
bridge, water wheel, water falls or tiny streams.

Once you have your backyard sanctuary complete, 
you’ll have plenty of opportunities to enjoy your invest-
ment while relaxing. For additional tips in learning 
how to install a functional and appealing patio in your 
backyard, visit www.concretepatio.org.

Courtesy of ARAcontent

Turn Your Backyard 
into a Sanctuary

Concrete patios, like 
this one by New England 
Hardscapes Inc., can 
turn your backyard into 
a beautiful sanctuary.


