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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 672-9444
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com

NEXT ISSUE:
Thurs., April 28, 2009

Deadline: 5 p.m.
Wednesday, April 22

*Dates are subject to change. 
Watch future issues for schedule updates.
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The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst
 ❑	 Amherst Town library
	 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst
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 ❑ General Store, Mont Vernon
	 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford
	 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford
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	 ❑ Hannaford SuperMarket, Bedford
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Congratulations to Cast and Crew 
at Souhegan High School
To the editor:

A note of congratulations to the entire production company of SHS’s re-
cent performance of this vintage Gilbert & Sullivan operetta!

Kudos to the actors all, the orchestra was incredible, the set designs were 
first-rate! “Multi-Bravos” to Pat McMullen, Stephen Hodgman, Carl Ben-
evides and Amy McGuigan for bringing a bit of Victorian humor alive!

A thoroughly enjoyable evening of musical entertainment. Looking for-
ward to next year’s opus.

	 	 	 Gary	and	Cheryl	Molaghan
	 	 	 Mont	Vernon

Father/Daughter Luau Thank You
To the editor: 

I wanted to take an opportunity to let the residents of Amherst and Mont 
Vernon know how much I appreciate the efforts put forth by everyone who 
participated in the recent Girl Scout Father/ Daughter Luau that took place 
at the Amherst Middle School.  Over 240 people attended the successful 
event.  The committee heads, volunteers, Souhegan High students and the 
older Girl Scouts themselves were instrumental in the coming together of 
community and fun for dads and daughters that made memories that will 
last for years to come.

 
	 	 	 Respectfully,
	 	 	 Jessica	Weisberg
	 	 	 2009	Father/Daughter	Committee	Chair

What’s Going On at the Transfer 
Station?
To the editor:

I have just come from the Amherst Transfer Station where there was a 
steady stream of traffic in and out despite the ludicrous traffic pattern.  All 
these people who used the dump in the morning will now after March 31, 
no longer be able to do so, as it will open at noon and stay open until 8 p.m.  
This has necessitated the purchase ad installation, I noticed today, of lots 
and lots of lights which we will now have to pay an electricity bill to use.  

The fellows working the late hours at the transfer station will be the town 
crew I understand, and will receive time and a half for the overtime.  Does 
this extra expense really make any SENSE at all when we are all trying to 
squeeze every penny til it screams?  I simply do not understand anything 
that has happened at the Amherst Transfer Station lately.

	 	 	 Elizabeth	Esmiol
	 	 	 Amherst

Board of Selectmen Public Hearing 

Accepting a Grant for the Amherst 
Historic Resource Survey 
To the editor:

Mr. Bowler:
Unfortunately I can not attend the public hearing on 23 March 2009 be-

cause I will be away on business travel.  I am submitting this letter in lieu of 
attending the Selectmen’s public hearing. 

The Amherst Heritage Commission fully endorses the grant and recom-
mends to the Board of Selectmen that they accept this grant from the New 
Hampshire Division of Historic Resources. 

One of the main obligations and goals for the Amherst Heritage Com-
mission is to conduct a town wide survey which will identify historic re-
sources.  This area wide survey will potentially assist the town in identify-
ing areas to be considered for a historic district, identify historic resources, 
has the potential to be used by town organizations in assisting them with 
identifying locations of assets, and will be used as an annex to the Town 
Master Plan.  This grant will be used to hire a preservation consultant that 
has vast experience in previous work with neighboring towns on similar 
town-wide surveys and she comes highly recommended from the New 
Hampshire Division of Historic Resources.  

The grant and performance of the execution of the work will have the 
oversight of the entire Amherst Heritage Commission.  Mary Mahar is our 
lead for the resource survey and has worked tirelessly in trying to secure 
funds to cover the cost of the survey.  Over 200 hours of volunteer time will 
be coupled with the efforts of the preservation consultant.  The data col-
lection portion of the survey is due to commence in April, with the final 
product in September 2009.

Again, the Amherst Heritage Commission fully endorses and recom-
mends to the Board of Selectmen that they accept this grant. 

	 	 	 Thank	you	for	your	consideration.
	 	 	 William	Ludt
	 	 	 Chair,	Amherst	Heritage	Commission

Ask Your State Senator to Vote Yes 
to Repeal the Death Penalty
To the editor: 

June 6 will mark the 175th anniversary of the date that NH Governor 
William Badger asked the New Hampshire Legislature to abolish The 
Death Penalty.  

The NH House of Representatives just passed a bill to abolish The Death 
Penalty.  It is now being considered by the Senate, where the vote will be 
close.  When the Senate approves  and sends it Governor Lynch for signa-
ture NH will be close to honoring the request of NH’s 22nd Governor in 
1834.  Governor Lynch, our 90th Governor will be in a position to honor his 
distinguished predecessor.  

Please read an abridged version of Governor Badger’s remarks ,and then 
contact State Senator Peter Bragdon at peter.bragdon@leg.state.nh.us to 
ask for a Yes vote.
June 6, 1834-Gov. William Badger Asks Legislature to Abolish 
Death Penalty

A sense of duty impels me to invite your attention to...our criminal code, 
and to recommend to your consideration and reflections...whether with 
well constructed and regulated penitentiaries for solitary confinement...the 
good of society requires Capital Punishment. As expressed in the Consti-
tution...the true design of all punishment is to reform...not to exterminate...
no one will controvert the principle that the prevention of crime is the sole 
end of punishment, and that every punishment which is not necessary for 
that purpose, is cruel and tyrannical...[thus] two questions arise---How 
shall the offender be disposed of so as to prevent a repetition of the offense?  
And what punishment shall be most effectual in deterring others from its 
commission?... Perpetual solitary imprisonment is as effectual to prevent 
the repetition as death itself,...it leaves the offender with all that space for 
repentance and time to make peace with God... The other is a more compli-
cated one and not so readily answered,... and, were the punishment of death 
as sure to follow the commission of crime as some other punishment, it 
would probably be the most effectual, as it is the heaviest punishment that 
the law inflicts; although many are of opinion that the apprehension of soli-
tary imprisonment and hard labor is as impressive and more terrible than 
death itself. But it is the certainty and not the severity of the punishment 
that prevents crime. The humanity of mankind revolts at the idea of tak-
ing the life of a fellow human being. And the result at the criminal tribunal 
is, that none are convicted unless the criminality is established beyond all 
doubt, adopting probably the maxim that “it is better ten guilty escape than 
one innocent suffer.” But when the punishment is imprisonment and hard 
labor, if the criminality is established beyond a reasonable doubt convic-
tion follows, and few escape the merited punishment, confirming the cor-
rectness of the principles of certainty of punishment rather than its sever-
ity for the prevention of crimes...  

 
	 	 	 Howard	Morse
	 	 	 Amherst

Our Servicemen And Veterans  
Are Counting On Us!
To the editor:

We hope that you can come and join us for a wonderful evening for a 
very important cause. The Veterans Count Auction & Dinner is being held 
on Saturday, April 18 from 6 to 10 PM at Cirtronics, 528 Route 13 in Mil-
ford.  Buy one ticket or two, or bring a table of friends; tickets are only $40 
per person and include great food from Elisha’s Restaurant and Frederick’s 
Pastries, music and a chance to help our neighbors and their families while 
bidding for a wide variety of items and services.

Over one hundred items from the exotic to life’s necessities will be up for 
bid. This year you can be part of the auction right now by going to www.
veteranscountauction.cmarket.com. A Six Day Photo Safari in South Africa 
tops the list of the unusual items that will be offered for sale at the Auction. 
The destination game preserve and luxury lodging was the site for the film-
ing of the movie, “I Dreamed of Africa”. A very talented artist, Marcy Yerkes 
will be creating special wall finishes for the winning bid for her donation. 
Tickets with a limo to a Red Sox vs. Yankees game, a week on Winnipesauke 
or one in Wells, Maine are just a sample of a jam packed list of great oppor-
tunities for every interest and budget. Local businesses have been generous 
with their support in donating all sorts of goods from 100 gallons of fuel oil 
and a foursome of golf to services including an hour of electrical service or 
website consultation.

Held in support of the program under Easter Seals direction and present-
ed by the Souhegan Valley Chamber of Commerce, the auction assists our 
Souhegan Valley National Guard and Reserve troops and families. These 
men and women serve without the benefit of the network of services that 
military bases provide. Counseling before deployment to help prepare the 
family and direct assistance and emergency funds during deployment are 
just part of the program. When the soldier returns to civilian life, Veterans 
Count is there to help with readjustments and employment. Without the fa-
ther, mother, sister or brother in the home, routine, small obstacles can be-
come insurmountable mountains.  Veterans Count is there to navigate the 
difficulties and meet the individual needs. This is such a wonderful cause.

Please mark your calendar for April 18. Call 673-4360 for tickets or email 
may@souhegan.net.  Thank you - Our servicemen and veterans count ... 
they are counting on us!

 
	 	 	 Many	thanks,
	 	 	 Sally	Hooper
	 	 	 Souhegan	Valley	Chamber	of	Commerce
	 	 	 Veterans	Count	Committee	Member

Just Pondering... The History of 
Bloody Brook Road
To the editor:

Seeing a recent real estate ad for a Christian Hill Rd. home known as  “ 
Hidden Brook Farm” reminded me of the history of Bloody Brook Rd., as 
told to me by some of its original residents, over 3 decades ago.

When we came to town, in 1972,  I thought such an unusual street name 
must have some historical significance.  Later, in 1983,  when we purchased 
a home “on the banks of Bloody Brook”, we were told, there is no local sig-
nificance to the name!

We learned that back in the mid 1960’s a developer named Page Albee 
came to Amherst, and developed the area, near Christian Hill Rd., that 
included a small brook.  The brook runs full in the spring from the melt-
ing snow, and can dry up to nothing in a “droughty” summer.  I heard the 
brook “happens” from  the spillover coming from a pond on the Hidden 
Brook Farm property.

We were told that Mr. Albee came to Amherst, from Deerfield MA, 
where there was a brook, named Bloody Brook.  It was so named,  because 
in 1675,  the blood of the English  spilled into it during an encounter with 
AmerIndians/Native Americans. Read more at:  http://www.bio.umass.
edu/biology/conn.river/bloodybr.html

In essence, it says that a group of Englishmen and their carts started from 
Deerfield, MA and passed a sluggish little brook, by which the English de-
cided to rest a bit.  Soon they were surprised by their attackers.  The brook 
was later named Bloody Brook by locals. 

For some reason, Page Albee decided to name his new Amherst develop-
ment Bloody Brook Rd, despite the locals referring to the Amherst Brook 
as Hidden Brook. Perhaps there are other readers out there who have even 
more information to share on why this unusual name was chosen?

	 	 	 Best	Wishes,
	 	 	 Ann	Bergin
	 	 	 Amherst

Four Social Bills Will Make a  
Major Difference in Our Lives 
To the editor:

Before a bill can go to the Governor and be passed into law, it must first 
be publicly introduced and then voted on in a legislative committee. Only 
after it passes from the committee with a pass or kill recommendation is it 
voted on by the full House or Senate. Here is a report on four important so-
cial bills that will make a major difference in our lives in New Hampshire. 
These four bills were in the committee I serve on, the Judiciary Committee, 
in the New Hampshire House of Representatives and this is what happened 
to the four bills.

The first bill (House Bill 304) would allow a physician to prescribe suicide 
pills to a patient. As a result of the public outcry, this bill was tabled in com-
mittee. This means it will stay in the Judiciary Committee until next year. 
It will then be voted on by the full legislature.

The second was a bill requires parents to be notified prior to an abortion 
conducted on their minor daughter (House Bill 531). Parental notification 
was killed in the House. Representative from local towns (Amherst, Mont 
Vernon and Milford) voting to kill Parental notification were Representa-
tives Dokmo, Bergan, Chandley and Foster.

The third, the transgender rights bill, also known as the bathroom bill, 
(House Bill 415) passed through the Judiciary Committee on a party line 
vote. It was a close call but it was killed in the House. Voting to pass the bill 
were Representatives Foster and Chandley. While this bill failed to pass on 
March 26th, it will be reconsidered on April 8th.

The fourth bill was the Homosexual Marriage bill, (House Bill 436). This 
bill passed through the Judiciary Committee on a party line vote. On the 
house floor it passed with the vote of Representatives Dokmo, Bergan, 
Chandley, and Foster. Now it goes to the Senate.

Thanks to the internet a citizen can follow all bills and the voting records 
of their legislators. The state has a web site for the legislature. You can read 
the bill and follow the bill through the legislature and determine how your 
representatives voted.

	 	 	 Robert	H.	Rowe
	 	 	 Representative	from	Amherst	and	Milford

**SCHEDULED MONTHLY MEETINGS**
Conservation Com. 2nd Sunday 7:00 p.m.
Cemetery Trustees   
Fire Department 1st Monday  7:00 p.m.
Historic District Comm. 3rd Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Library Trustees 3rd Monday 7:30 p.m.
Planning Board 1st & 3rd Wed. 7:30 p.m.
Recreation Commission 2nd Tuesday of Mo. 7:00 p.m.
Rescue Squad 1st & 3rd Wed. 7:30 p.m.
Selectmen Mondays 7:00 p.m.
Zoning Bd. of Adjustment 3rd Tuesday 7:30 p.m.
Heritage Commission 2nd Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Souhegan Reg. Landfill 1st Thursday 7:30 p.m.

     
Most of the above meetings are held in the Town Hall, 2 Main 
Street.  
Fire Department meets at the Central Station, 177 Amherst Street 
Library Trustees at the Town Library, 14 Main Street 
Rescue Squad at the Rescue Bay, 175 Amherst Street. 
Cemetery Trustees meet at the Highway Barn, 22 Dodge Road  
Contact the Landfill District at 424-4128 to confirm the meeting 
place and time.
*The meetings are open to the public.


