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BY KATRINA HOLMAN
MANCHESTER – This year’s 

musical show by The Derryfield 
School’s high school students was 
“Aida,” an Elton John-Tim Rice rock 
musical based on Verdi’s opera. It 
is the story of conflicting loyalties 
and doomed – but undying – “love 
that flourished in a time of hate” be-
tween an enslaved Nubian princess 
and the Egyptian captain betrothed 
to Pharaoh’s daughter. The cast of 
35 students gave three performanc-
es on March 6-8.

The curtain opens on a museum 
of Egyptian antiquities, where soph-
omore Rachel Moss of Amherst in 
the role of the tour guide sang the 
first solo. As members of the En-
semble, Rachel and freshman Julie 
Harris of Amherst also sang and 
danced in the roles of Nubian slaves 
and Egyptian servants.

The score, which blends Afri-
can rhythms, reggae, and gospel 
style with pop-rock, was beautiful-
ly played by the show orchestra of 

5 students, 2 teachers and 4 profes-
sionals. Senior Christina de Bruyn 
Kops of Amherst and sophomore 
Kaitlyn Fink of Bedford played syn-
thesizer keyboards. Both girls have 
had years of piano lessons but this 
was a new experience: Their mu-
sic called for dozens of different 
sounds, and they usually had just 
a few beats to punch in a two-dig-
it code. Electronic sounds such as 
sitar, shamisen and koto allowed 
them to convey a Middle Eastern 
quality in certain numbers. If a 
code was for strings, for example, 
they would play keys like on a pia-
no but the instrument sounded like 
a violin or cello or bass to augment 
the two actual violin players. Both 
girls are All-State musicians, Chris-
tina for euphonium and Kaitlyn for 
chorus, and so is violinist Emily An-
derson of Bedford, a junior. (They 
performed at NH All-State Music 
Festival in Concord on April 4 in 
All-State Band, Mixed Chorus, and 
Orchestra, respectively.)

On stage but hidden from sight 
behind the backdrop curtain, the 
Aida orchestra used a high-tech set-
up: By routing the signals from each 
instrument’s microphone through a 
computer, the relative volume levels 
of the instruments were customized 
and preprogrammed for each player 
to hear through their headphones. 
This allowed them to hear them-
selves and the other instruments 
in the balance that worked best for 
each of them. (The show’s sound 
operator sets the levels heard by the 
audience.) Mrs. Laurel Devino, who 
also played first keyboard, conduct-
ed in the traditional way using her 
hand but also used a microphone 
that went only to the musicians’ 
headsets to give count-offs and di-

rections like “repeat from measure 
xx” when a scene change was pro-
longed. 

Modern technology also en-
hanced the show in the form of the 
theater’s new digital lighting sys-
tem, which offers more different 
lighting combinations that are all 
programmed in. One of two stu-
dents in the lighting crew, freshman 
Tessa Greer of Amherst operated 
the follow-spotlight. She learned 
this stagecraft from drama teacher 
and show director, Mr. Jim Speigel, 
when she worked on Derryfield’s 
middle school musicals in 7th and 
8th grades; she found the new sys-
tem easier to use and more sophis-
ticated. 

Winter Honor Roll at The Derryfield School 
MANCHESTER - Head of School 

Craig Sellers is pleased to announce 
that Christina de Bruyn Kops ‘09, 
Matthew Porat ‘10, Elise Shattuck 
‘10, Spencer David ‘11, Alisa de 
Bruyn Kops ‘11, Rachel Moss ‘11, 
Cassandra Bryan ‘12, and Mad-
eleine Walstad ‘12 of AMHERST 
have received Academic Highest 
Honors for the winter term at The 
Derryfield School. Highest Hon-
ors are awarded to those students 
who maintain at least an A- average, 
with no grade below a B. Scott De 
Noble ‘09, Ellie Kaufman ‘10, Hunt-
er Holbrook ‘11, and Julie Harris 
‘12 of AMHERST, and Ian Will ‘11 
of MONT VERNON have received 
High Honors for the winter term. 
High Honors are awarded to those 
students who maintain a B+ aver-
age, with no grade below a B-. In ad-

dition, Charlotte Walters ‘11, Luke 
De Noble ‘12, and Carolyn Shattuck 
‘12 of AMHERST have received Ac-
ademic Honors.

Honors are awarded to those stu-
dents who maintain a B average, 
with no grade below a C.

The Derryfield School is a coedu-
cational, non-sectarian, college-pre-
paratory day school currently serv-
ing 382 bright, motivated students 
in grades 6-12. Our purpose is two-
fold: to guide a student’s academic 
growth through the acquisition of 
sound study habits and the devel-
opment of analytical, independent 
thinking skills; and to foster each 
child’s social, emotional, and ethi-
cal growth. For more information 
about the School, please visit the 
website at www.derryfield.org.

Granite State Scholars at  
Souhegan Announced

 Commissioner of Education, Lyonel 
B. Tracy, has announced the 2009 Gran-
ite State Scholars. Representing 84 high 
schools around the State, 835 students 
earned the status as a Granite State Schol-
ar.

In accordance with RSA 188-D:39, the 
granite state scholar designation shall be 
made by the Commissioner of Education 
by the end of March. The designations were 
made from lists submitted to the Commis-
sioner’s Office by the high school princi-
pals. The qualifications for designation are: 
student must be a high school senior, un-
der the age of 21; student must be ranked 
in the top 10% of the senior class; and must 
have scored at least 1200 on an SAT exam 
taken on or before January 31st of the stu-
dent’s senior year (or an equivalent score 
on ACT).

This year 835 high school seniors were 
designated as Granite State Scholars, up 
from 750 last year and 381 in 2007. “This 
steady increase shows a great commit-
ment on the part of New Hampshire’s high 
school students,” said Commissioner Tra-
cy. “It is an honor for these seniors.” Each 
recipient will receive a certificate signed by 
the Governor and the Commissioner.

Souhegan Coop High 
School Granite State 
Scholars

Lily Amadeo
Thomas Brooks
David Brundage
Paul Caso
Benjamin Clemence
Melissa Cooper
Spencer Davis
Leah Demarest
Emily Eagan
Joseph Elich
Sabrina Gregory
Ryan Haniman
Christopher Hebert
Lisa Kellndorfer
Carly Kinney
Daniel Lautenschlager
Emily Lyle
Maureen Malloy
David McNamara
Anja Nielsen
Eric Parolin
Shannon Sickler
Caroline Smith
Lauren Thomas
Chandler Wallisch

“Aida” Rocks at The Derryfield School
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Christina de Bruyn Kops (left) and Mrs. Laurel Devino play in “Aida” show 
orchestra at The Derryfield School
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Rachel Moss (left) and Julie Harris perform in opening scene of “Aida” at 
The Derryfield School

Students from Mrs. Polio’s and Mrs. Godin’s 4th grade Wilkins classes show off their healthy snacks. Fruit, yogurt, veggies, and cheese sticks abound 
when the Healthy Snack Award promises the drum-rolled announcement of the winner.

Amherst Boy Performs in South 
Shore Plaza Prom Expo

On a recent Saturday Amherst 
Native Jason Doheny of the Fashion 
Focus Modeling & Finishing Pro-
gram, performed in the South Shore 
Plaza 2009 Prom Expo, which fea-
tured dress and tux retailers, salons, 
tanning specials, limo companies 
and more, all in one place. There 

was also give-aways and an “ulti-
mate prom experience” raffle.

More importantly, teenage girls 
were able to donate dresses to the 
Belle of the Ball program, which 
gives less fortunate girls a chance to 
go to their prom in style. 22 dresses 
were collected.
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Left to right: Meg Gegler (Boston), Alexandra Artiano (Kingston), Julia Cohen 
(Plymouth), Jason Doheny (Amherst, NH), Aria Parker (Marshfield), Ashley 
Ahearn (Marshfield), Rob Ekstrom (Tiverton, RI)

Wilkins School Healthy Snack Competition

Attention Graduates of 
Classes 2001, 2002, 2003

Cumulative folders are available to graduates of the Classes of 
2001, 2002 & 2003. Folders can be picked up in Student Services 
between 7:00 AM and 4:00 PM. Please call ahead so that your cum 
folder will be available when you arrive. All folders not claimed by 
July 31st will be destroyed.

“Preparing High School Students 
With Disabilities for College”

SPRING OPEN HOUSE at Nashua Catholic 
Regional Junior High School

Nashua Catholic Regional Junior 
High School, Infant Jesus and St. 
Christopher Schools will hold an 
Open House Night primarily for 
5th grade students and parents on 
Thursday, May 7 from 6:30p.m. – 8 
p.m. at Nashua Catholic Regional 
Junior High School, 6 Bartlett Ave-
nue Nashua. The evening will high-
light the curriculum and opportu-

nities for students from elementary 
through 8th grade in the Catholic 
school system. Teachers, staff ad 
students from the three schools will 
be on hand to answer questions. 
Tours will be available. 

Come see the difference catholic 
schools can make. For more infor-
mation, call 882-7011.

Joy Breeden of the UNH Man-
chester Academic Counselling De-
partment will speak to parents and 
students about differences between 
the laws for K-12 and post-second-
ary education for students with dis-
abilities on Thursday, April 23 at 
Souhegan High School room 126 

at 6:30 p.m. She will also talk about 
whether or not to disclose a disabil-
ity on a college application, what to 
expect on campus and typical ser-
vices for college students with dis-
abilities. Parents and students from 
other schools are welcome to at-
tend.

School News

Summer Camp 
at Pine Hill

77 Pine Hill Drive, Wilton NH  •  (603) 654 -6003  •  www.pinehill.org

The Summer Garden features themed camps in a tranquil and home-
like summer childcare program designed for children ages 3 – 6. 
Activities include gardening, outdoor play on our beautiful campus, 
arts and crafts, stories, movement and singing. 

Ask about our new Summer Adventure program for children ages 7 - 10.

2, 3, and 5 day schedules available.

Programs led by experienced Pine Hill 
early childhood and grades educators.

Summer Garden program runs 
from June 29th — August 7th

Readers: Please let our advertisers know that you 
saw their ad in The Amherst Citizen. Without their 
support, we would not be able to publish the news 

and views that are important to you!


