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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.
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Master Disaster, Part II
To the editor:

It is always appreciative to have a civil discourse between those propos-
ing a Master Plan and those who see this plan as a threat to all we value in 
our community.  Let us sharpen the differences to reveal more precisely 
where we disagree: 

1.  INCREASED DIVERSITY:  This is referred to as ‘Workforce Housing.’  
It is a new name for Low Income Housing.  If you build it, they will come. 
The fact is, no one wants Low Income Housing in their neighborhood.  We 
don’t need Low Income Iousing in our community because we do not have 
an overabundance of low income workers without housing. Our State is 
not growing rapidly, if at all.  The “need” is for a developer to take advan-
tage of low, secure interest terms and grants offered by our government at a 
time when there is little traditional development taking place.  This is about 
making money for the developer, the large land owner and their interests.  
The fact is, adding low income housing invites other communities to send 
their problems to us.  We will be paying higher taxes for the support ser-
vices that must be provided and in particular, increases in our demands 
for a larger school system and children with special needs.  We have an 
obligation to take care of our own population and provide EVERY student 
with the best education possible.  That does not mean we need to attract a 
population that will increase our taxes.  We can zone for senior and over 
55 housing which ADDS value to our community AND meets the needs of 
our community.  It falls into the same category as Workforce Housing.  Let 
us defend our right to define our community our way, in court if necessary. 
We will win.  There is no constituency or demand for Low Income Hous-
ing that can prove the need.  Let’s not be threatened by a law suit that does 
not exist or by people who imply one is forthcoming.  We can get around 
the ‘requirement.’ Since the Master Plan calls for Workforce Housing, let’s 
defeat it outright.  Remember, “If you build it, they will come” and surely 
as it rains in April, you will see increased taxes and lower property values. 
Crime, gangs and graffiti often follow. 

2.  INCREASED DENSITY: This is almost as bad as INCREASED DI-
VERSITY.  The plan opens zoning for condominiums and townhouses 
with the carrot to donate a portion of the land to open space.  That’s just 
the “bait.” The reality is that it’s not a good trade off.  Increased density 
brings more children needing to be educated per home with a lower tax 
base.  The cost exceeds the revenue.  The open space is also removed from 
the tax base. In terms of open land, just look around. You can point a laser 
all the way to Canada and 99% of all land is open space. Amherst has been 
here over 200 years and is growing very, very slowly.  There is no real need 
for acquiring open space on such terms. The best way to insure we retain 
the character of our community is to harden our zoning to limit any new 
residential housing construction to over two plus acres per family with se-
nior and over 55 being the only exception.  We will have slow growth in an 
advantaged demographics that are net TAX PAYERS, and add strong stu-
dents to our community.  This will enable us to continue to provide all the 
appropriate educational services to all children and especially those with 
special needs, without overwhelming the system and increasing taxes.  

3.  INCREASED RETAIL:  It’s not broken. Don’t fix it.  The existing mer-
chants will decide for themselves what is best for their businesses.  We don’t 
need a convenience store/Dunkin Donuts in every neighborhood. Support 
the businesses that exist. Don’t undermine them based on a promise of in-
creased tax revenues. It’s fool’s gold. 

4. NEED FOR OPENNESS:  Who is this Committee?  What interests 
do they represent besides ours?  How many represent developers, realtors, 
large land owners, bankers, businesses that would benefit from growth of 
any kind or have worked for these interests or have a stake  as a spouse or 
investor?  There has got to be a reason driving such a plan that so obviously 
benefits these interests without regard to the impact on taxes, crime, and 
other community issues?  

CONCLUSION:  Like the Committee that redesigned our recycle sta-
tions, this is an effort that is possibly well intended, but destructive to the 
community we value if implemented.  Just say, “NO.” 

	 	 	 	 	 The	Morsheimer	Family,
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst

Re: “What’s going on at the  
Transfer Station”
To the editor:

This letter is in response to Elizabeth Esmiol’s letter to the editor in the 
April 14th Amherst Citizen regarding “What’s going on at the Transfer Sta-
tion”.  I am not sure where Ms. Esmiol got her information, but unfortu-
nately some of her information is incorrect.  Yes, as of March 31st the hours 
for Tuesday and Thursday were changed from 8 AM – 4 PM to 12 PM -8 
PM.  The change in hours was done to help relieve some of the congestion 
on Saturdays and to allow the working person another day in which they 
can go to the transfer station. 

All our neighboring towns have either 1 or 2 nights in which they are 
open to help accommodate their citizens.  For the last 2 summers we had 
altered the Tuesday hours to stay open until 7 PM.  Yes, lights were added to 
light the area as needed. Being open into the evening has been something 
that residents have been asking for and was clearly stated when the project 
was presented to the voters.

Her statement saying that the crew will be paid time and half is com-
pletely untrue and it is hard to understand where that idea even came from.  
No employee will be working any additional hours as their hours were just 
moved around.  The transfer station was always open 8 hours on both Tues-
days and Thursdays, and will still be open 8 hours each day. 

Here are some quick numbers from the first 3 months of the new design 
being in place.  The total tonnage of trash hauled (43 trip) the first quar-
ter of 2009 was 705 tons compared to 789 tons hauled in 61 trips for the 
first quarter of 2008. Consolidated recycling numbers are 212 tons hauled 
in 35 trips for the first quarter of 2009 compared to 217 tons hauled in 62 
trips for the first quarter of 2008.  Though this would indicate the recycling 
numbers are down, this in fact is not the case.  Our first load of compacted 
aluminum cans did not get emptied until April 2nd and was over 3 tons.  
During the first quarter of 2008 under the old system there were 3 loads 
required.  The card board trailer also was emptied on April 2nd and each 
compacted trailer load is averaging 10 tons.

As you can see the new area is working and doing just what the commit-
tee had hoped for.  We feel the numbers will continue to look even better 
each quarter.  The committee, along with Director Berry, is still looking 
at the new design to determine where some additional small changes can 
be made to further improve the new design.  No one would ever suggest a 
significant change can be implemented without time for the public to ad-
just, along with the required tweaks to the design.  If any resident has any 
questions or suggestions please send them along to Talking_Trash@Am-
herstNH.Gov . 

	 	 Sincerely,
	 	 Amherst	Board	of	Selectmen
	 	 Amherst	Recycling	and	Waste	Reduction	Task	Force

Please Contact Your State   
Senators and Governor Lynch
To the editor:

Lately I have been disgusted by the policies and politics in Concord. The 
House Democrats have pushed through a number of bills that limit our lib-
erty and undermine civil society—bills that are antithetical to New Hamp-
shire values. In addition, the Democrats have employed tactics like censor-
ship of the minority and “reconsideration,” a procedure that allowed for 
arm-twisting and a revote when they did not like the outcome of the origi-
nal vote. This is not the type of governing that the people want or deserve.

Despite the House’s failures, Senate committees have thankfully made 
wise recommendations on at least two issues—advising the full body not 
to pass genderless marriage and the Bathroom Bill. But this battle is not 
over. People of New Hampshire, please contact your state senators as well 
as Governor Lynch and encourage them to reject these bad bills. It is time 
that the will of the people be known.

	 	 	 	 	 Carolyn	McKinney
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst

Town Wide Clean Up Does the Job
To the editor:

On Saturday, April 18 more than 50 Mont Vernon citizens participated in 
the second annual town wide clean up co-sponsored by the Mont Vernon 
Beautification Committee and Litter Free NH. Town streets and roads were 
cleared of litter and four pick up loads of debris were sorted and recycled 
and taken to the Transfer Station. We are grateful to everyone who contrib-
uted to the success of the day with special thanks to the Mont Vernon PTA, 
the Village School Green Team and Laurie Spinosa. Our efforts will be re-
warded by 800 free daffodils from the state and will be planted throughout 
town next fall.  

	 	 	 	 Sincerely,
	 	 	 	 Mont	Vernon	Beautification	Committee

Amherst Junior Women’s Club 
Thanks You!
To the editor:

The Amherst Junior Women’s Club would like to thank the artists, busi-
nesses and individuals that helped make our annual spring fundraiser 
“Chair-i-Table Art Auction” a huge success.  

Our many thanks to: (artists):  Rich Addonizio, Eileen Belanger, Wen-
dy Boehm, Mark Cedras, Sherry DeFranco, Kathy Earley, Carol Fischer, 
Gail Hoar, Susanne Lynch, Laura Majore, Jan Merrill, Lisa Newberry, Amy 
Parker, Leslie Pease,  Mary Prescott-Ninness, Julie Rafuse, Ron Reid, Erin 
Smart, Patrick Steenhoek, Diane Stefanelli, Michael Stepney, Deedee St. 
Cyr, Marianne Stillwagon, Joan Tierney, Tracey Tobin, Jan Merkel Ward, 
and Ninnette White; (chair sponsors): Amherst Patriot Football League, 
Certus International, Mike’s Auto Service, North Western Mutual, The Pa-
gliocco Family,Whipple Hill; (table sponsors) : Anjoli Salon, Beard & Boyd 
Insurance, Chappell Tractor, Countryside Storage, Edward Jones/Milford/
Marc Chareth, Hampshire Hills Sports and Fitness Club

Little Einsteins Preschool, Sue and Bob McKenney, Moulton’s Market
The Norwood Group/Nancy Pomerleau, Physician Resources Ltd , Re/

Max Country Properties/Theresa Grella, Walts Service; (other sponsors 
and donations): b-da Jewelry/Dana Flynn, Kathy Blake Dance Studios, The 
Black Forest Café, College Bound Movers, Ellen Friel, artist, Frederick’s 
Pasteries, Gallery Portraits, The Golden Egg Gift Boutique, iRobot Room-
ba, Lisa and Peter Lyon, J.M. Princewell Gift Boutique, Joan T. Hayes, artist, 
Maison de l’Art Gallery, State Farm/Pete Ackerson, Susan Towner Totes, 
Whimsey Square; (publicity): The Amherst Citizen, Kincaid Auto Repair 
and Sales, The Nashua Telegraph.

As you can see it takes so many to make a charity event a success.  Many 
thanks to our guests who attended and bought these unique works of art 
painted on Adirondack chairs and tables.  Last but certainly not least, a 
huge thank you to all the AJWC volunteers that gave their time and com-
mitment.

This fundraiser was successful because of all of you!  You can feel assured 
that this community support will make a difference to many families and 
individuals less fortunate in our community this year.

	 	 	 	 	 Sincerely,
	 	 	 	 	 Lara	G.	Lowenberg
	 	 	 	 	 Spring	Fundraiser/Chair
	 	 	 	 	 VP	AJWC

Taste For a Cure for CF Thankyou
To the editor:

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone involved in this 
years Taste for a Cure for Cystic Fibrosis at the SERESC Conference Cen-
tre in Bedford. It was a fantastic night and we raised over $111,000 for 
the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation! In a time when many of us have to think 
twice about spending our hard-earned money, we are so appreciative that 
so many people still consider finding a cure for CF a priority. This event 
could not have happened with out the hard work of the most talented and 
dedicated committee Marge Curry, Jeanine Farinella, Jennifer Grunbeck, 
Audrey Johnston, Janet Prisk, and Jennifer Rogers and our honorary Chair-
persons, Anne and Boyce Greer. A very special thanks to the Grunbeck 
Family Foundation, whose continuous support is ensuring that research 
for the cure for CF is ongoing. This was such a community event, everyone 
helped - from local businesses donating auction items to customers at A & 
E coffee Roastery donating a dollar when they bought a cup of coffee. Local 
culinary establishments, A & E Coffee Roastery, The Tap in Grille at Am-
herst Country Club, Candia Vineyards, Damian’s on The River, Eden Res-
taurant, Giorgio’s, Fredericks Pastries, La Belle Wineries, Orchard Street 
Chop Shop, The Peddlers Daughter, Piccola Italia, Saffron Bistro, Went-
worth By The Sea and Zorvino Vineyards ensured that all the guests en-
joyed top class food and drink. Students from Souhegan High school and 
Kohl’s Department Store volunteered to help during the evening and con-
tributed greatly to the smooth running of the evening. A huge thank-you 
also to the BYPC Jazz combo, Mr. Porter Dodge and Mr. Mike Morin who 
entertained us! The Staff at the SERESC Centre did everything they possi-
bly could to make the night such a success – thank-you!

Of course the night would not have happened without the continu-
ous support of our friends in Amherst who turned out in force to enjoy a 
great evening of food, drink and music while raising money to find a cure. 
THANK-YOU.

It is a very hopeful time for my daughter Rosie and all those suffering 
from cystic fibrosis. There are over 30 drugs and therapies being developed 
by the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation with the possibility of a cure in the near 
future. Your support is making a difference in Rosie’s life and we can never 
thank-you enough for giving us hope for her future.

	 	 	 	 	 Paula	Garvey
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst

Transfer Station Getting Better
To the editor:

Regarding the new arrangement at the Amherst Transfer Station, it looks 
like things are settling down.  The traffic appears to finally be getting better 
as people get used to it.  Speaking for myself, it has speeded up my weekly 
run to the dump.  It used to be that you would wait in line for recycling, then 
walk all over that area.  Then go down to the trash compactors and wait in 
line again.  Now I wait for a relatively short time for just the one stop and 
quickly get rid of everything.

Some people may think that this design was done by a couple of guys at 
night on a napkin over a beer or two, but the reality is quite different.  For 10 
years (at least) we have tried to work with the limitations of the current site 
to make the traffic flow more efficient and to minimize the number of stops.  
A great problem has always been the lack of power at the recycling area on 
top of the hill.  This precluded the use of compactors, which maximized the 
expense in handling the various items.  this meant more trips, lighter loads, 
more restrictions on how the items had to be thrown away, etc.

The land itself was a nightmare to plan around.  Two separate, old landfill 
areas, each with their own EPA regulated caps / liners.  And the end used 
for mulch, etc. was flooded every spring.  The current design reflects years 
of investigation and planning about what methodologies other towns use, 
what could be adapted to Amherst, and how it could work on our current 
land. 

Many towns people worked on this over the years via the Amherst Solid 
Waste Committee, as did Commissioners from the 4 towns on the Souhe-
gan Regional Landfill District.  No plan is perfect, but it looks like one is 
going to be OK.  And it minimizes expenses, maximizes net return from 
recyclables, while providing a one-stop service for the most part. 

And because we have power now for recycling and trash, we now have 
lights and can open nights.  This is something we have pushed for years to 
give more people an opportunity to use the Transfer Station at more hours 
during the week.  Feedback remains important, as do new ways to continue 
to improve the service.

 

	 	 Jack	Kunkel
	 	 Amherst
	 	 former	Amherst	Commissioner	to	SRLD
	 	 former	member	of	the	Amherst	Solid	Waste	Committee
	 	 former	and	current	member	of	Ways	&	Means

Department of Public Works
Amherst Transfer Station Hours

 Tuesdays:  11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
 Thursdays:    11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
 Friday:    7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
 Saturdays:    7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.


