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Lighten up your bathroom 

without touching a paint brush.

R
obert Verdi, designer and stylist to the 
stars, shares his ideas on how to DIY: 
Celebrity Style when it comes to beau-
tifying — or simply sprucing up — your 
home. Many of Verdi’s celebrity clients, 

underneath their glam exteriors, like to roll up their 
sleeves and are DIYers at heart. For example, Eva Long-
oria Parker proudly claims that in real life with husband 
Tony Parker she is not a desperate housewife, but rather, 
a very happy one who cooks, cleans and sews. 
All of Verdi’s tips aim to simplify life and show ways to 
make essential home tasks easier and more accessible. 
“I’ll show you ways to make sure your hands stay clean 
in the necessary dirty work and that the process is as 
effortless and efficient as possible. So easy and time-
friendly, you’ll feel like a celebrity,” promises Verdi. 
First things first — a good foundation is essential. 
“Before even thinking about paint or fabric color,” 
advises Verdi, “take a good look around the room.” Gaps 
and cracks around doors and windows or mold and 
mildew around the sink in the bathroom sabotage even 
the most beautiful interior design. Use a discriminating 

eye and make sure to replace any cracked or dingy 
caulk. 
While these fixes might conjure up thoughts of gooey, 
goopy caulk and hard-to-use caulk guns, they’re not 
as difficult as they used to be. Verdi suggests using GE 
Caulk Singles, single-use disposable packages of caulk. 
“Caulking is now as easy as tear, squeeze, and toss,” says 
the designer. With the deceptively simple packaging, 
hard-to-use squeeze tubes and caulk guns are a thing 
of the past. They dispense effortlessly with one hand, 
require no tools and leave essentially no waste in the 
package. And because they come in paintable white 
acrylic or waterproof white and waterproof clear sili-
cone, it’s possible to create a polished, professional look 

throughout the home without a celebrity budget.
After the foundation work is done, it’s time to dress 
things up. See your home as an extension of your per-
sonal style. It’s okay to be eclectic. Advice Verdi lives by: 
“Buy things you love and you’ll always find a place for 

Clean and crisp 

molding and trim 

are essential to a 

celebrity-designed 

look. 

Gussy up a tired couch with throw pillows.

What’s in Robert Verdi’s Bag of Tricks?
I prefer a light “tool bag” that 
includes items that require no 
major muscle, tools or skills. Here 
are few of my favorite things, many 
of which can even be stored in the 
kitchen drawer for easy access:

n	 Flashlight:		When looking for imperfec-
tions on your walls or around trim and 
molding, use a flashlight. It will show 
gaps, cracks, and places where the mold-
ing or caulk is starting to give way. What 
you might miss with the naked eye could 
stick out like a sore thumb once you put 
a fresh coat of paint up — especially if the 
new color is bold.

n	 GE Caulk Singles:		Busy moms carry bleach pens. I carry this 
little package of caulk that is as easy as tear, squeeze and toss. A 
little dab will do wonders helping to create a seamless look around 
molding and trim and fix unsightly old caulk around the sink in the 
kitchen or bathroom, giving an instant face-lift to any room.

n	 Measurement cheat sheet:		Either draw a “scale” drawing on an 
index card or keep important measurements, such as window size, 
room size, couch size, etc., stored in your PDA so that they are 
always accessible. This way, when shopping online, or perusing a 
flea market or antique store, you’ll be sure to know what works for 
your room. 

n	 Paint and fabric swatches:		Keep samples of your paint and 
fabric swatches in an envelope, so that when you are out shopping 
you have an easy reference with which to match colors and 
patterns.

n	 Tape measure and mini-level:	Store these items within reach to 
help with day-to-day improvements. I shop with a tape measure to 

ensure that any purchase fits when I bring it home. 

For more of Robert Verdi’s design tips or ideas on how to beautify your 
home effortlessly, visit www.caulksingles.com.
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