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B R I E F S

COME TO MONT VERNON’S ANNUAL SPRING GALA – ALOHA MONT VERNON – SATURDAY, MAY 16, RAIN OR SHINE – SEE PAGE 16

THE

Donor Drive
Bone Marrow Registration Drive at 
SHS, � ursday, May 14, 2-6 p.m.  
Organized by Stephen Roberge, a 
student at Souhegan High School.
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Annual Student Art Show 
Planned for Town Library

Mark your calendars for one of the highlights of 
the spring – the annual Student Art Show – held 
during the month of May at the Amherst Town 

Library.  This is a wonderful opportunity to get a 
glimpse of the high quality art projects our local 
students are producing under the able guidance 
of the Amherst and Souhegan School Districts’ 

art teachers.  Each year the art teachers select a 
sample of art that represents the types of projects 
the students are working on, as well as examples 
of outstanding work, for the Friends of the Library 
to display.  Last year we had more than 400 items 

on display, including watercolors, oils, pastels, 
photographs, pen and pencil drawings, furniture, 
fabric creations, collages, masks and sculptures.  
This year, for the fi rst time, home schooled chil-

dren’s art will also be on display. 
The exhibit will be on display from May 10 to 

May 29.

SHS Nordic Ski Team Benefi t 
Yard Sale

Huge Yard sale to be held Saturday 
May 16, 2009

8-1pm at the Meetingplace Rt.101, 
Amherst, NH

Loads of items from small furniture, chairs, 
collectables, glassware, dishes, sport equipment, 

toys and books. Please come and support our 
young athletes!!

Join The Fun....
Be A Girl Scout in Amherst/Mont 

Vernon 
An Information Night for any girl ages 5-18 

(Kindergarten in Sept. 09 included) interested in 
being a Girl Scout will be held on Wednesday, May 
20th  from 6-8 pm @ Amherst Town Library/ Chil-
drens’ Room.  Come meet some current leaders 

and girls and learn what exciting opportunities Girl 
Scouting has to offer!
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Schools
Souhegan Senior Project Exhibi-
tion Schedule is included on pages 
10 and 11.  � e public is invited.

Theatre
� e Riverbend Youth Company of 
the Boys and Girls Club of Souhe-
gan Valley presents “� e Boyfriend” 
May 8 through 17, at Amato Center. 
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Memorial Day
Submit names for consider-
ation for the Duval-Riccitelli 
Outstanding Youth Award.  See 
form on page 4.

Public Welcome at Souhegan Graduation 
Senior Project Exhibition

Senior Project has been an 
integral part of the Souhe-
gan High School program 
since the school opened in 
1992. Literally thousands 
of seniors have successfully 
completed the project since 
that time. We are exception-
ally proud of the exciting 
projects our seniors create. 
Senior Project is the fi nal 
exhibition hurdle that each 

of our seniors must com-
plete prior to graduation. If 
you haven’t had the privilege 
of watching a senior project 
presentation at Souhegan, 
now is your chance.   

� is month, the commu-
nity has several opportuni-
ties to see students present 
their projects. We encourage 
you to join us for these pre-
sentations and be a part of 

what makes Souhegan such 
a unique secondary school 
experience. Seniors will be 
presenting their projects 
during the school day May 
14-15 and May 18-20. See a 
list of topics in this issue of 
the Amherst Citizen. Sever-
al of the projects will also be 
presented on Senior Project 

Continued on page 10  u

Amherst Resident Pedals Again to Fight 
Multiple Sclerosis

AMHERST - 
For 20 years, Ken 
Jones of Amherst 
has been rid-
ing his bicycle in 
fund raising tours 
for the National 
MS Society.  � is 
summer, he will 
be doing 3 tours, 
the Tour of the 
vineyard in May, 
100 kilometers, 
the 150 mile Cape 
Cod Getaway, in 
June and the New 
Hampshire Sea-
coast ride in July, 
100 kilometers.

Ken started rid-
ing in MS tours 
simply because he 
saw an article in 
the paper.  “I had never rid-
den 150 miles and I just de-
cided to try it.  I did no train-
ing, had no bicycle apparel, 
but hoped on my trusty old 
heavy 10 speed and rode the 
150 miles.  It was a 2 day 
ride from Nashua to Rhode 

Island, with an overnight 
in Connecticut.  By the 
time the fi rst day was over, 
I thought I couldn’t possi-
bly do any more.”  He states, 
still recalling the pain. 

“� e second day was 
worse, with heat, humidity 
and long hills got me to the 

fi nish just about last.  
I resolved to never 
do it again or to get 
better at it.”

Obviously, he 
chose the latter.  
� ree bicycles, some 
better clothing, 
some training later, 
Ken is now a much 
more experienced 
cyclist.  “I don’t keep 
up with the kids with 
the tear-drop shaped 
helmets but I make 
decent time.”  

He recalls that 
when he fi rst solicit-
ing donations from 
friends and relatives 
“I didn’t think that 
I even knew anyone 
who had Multiple 

Sclerosis.”  Over the years, 
however, Ken says “…every 
year, I get at least one let-
ter about a friend or relative 
who has the disease.”

Admitting to being on 
“the north side of 70”, Ken 

Continued on page 4  u

Local Community Leader Selected to 
Attend the National Security Forum

MAXWELL AIR FORCE 
BASE, AL – Amherst resi-
dent, Michael J Kertyzak, 
recently received and ac-
cepted a personal invitation 
from the Secretary of the 
Air Force to attend the 55th 
Annual National Security 
Forum (NSF) at the Air War 

College, Maxwell Air Force 
Base, Alabama. � e purpose 
of NSF is to expose infl uen-
tial citizens to senior U.S. 
and international offi  cers 
and civilian equivalents in 
order to engage each other’s 

COURTESY PHOTO

Mike Kertyzak on left and Retired General Michael Moseley, 
Air Force Chief of Staff.

Amherst Town Band Benefi t Concert
� e Amherst Town Band 

will hold its annual Spring 
Pops Concert at the Souhe-
gan High School � eatre on 
Saturday, May 16 at 7 PM.  
� is is a benefi t concert for 
SHARE of Milford, and is 
presented with the assis-
tance of Souhegan High 
School student volunteers.  
SHARE provides food, 
clothing, emergency fi nan-
cial assistance, holiday bas-
kets and gifts in cooperation 

with area churches.
Refreshments will be 

served. � ere is no admis-
sion charge, although dona-
tions to SHARE will be ac-
cepted.

Patricia McMullen is the 
director of the Amherst 
Town Band.  She also will 
direct the Souhegan High 
School . She will also con-
ducts the SHS A cappella 
Singers, who will perform 
during the concert.  Mc-

Mullen is a music educa-
tor in both choral and in-
strumental music, and is 
employed at the Souhegan 
High School as the choral 
director. 

� e Amherst Town Band 
is known for its Fourth of 
July concerts, as well as 
summer concerts in Milford 
, Nashua and Amherst. � e 
band has traveled to Ridge 
and York Beach, Maine, in 
the past few years.

2009 CROP Walk Exceeds Goals

MILFORD – � e Twenti-
eth Annual Souhegan Val-
ley Interfaith CROP Hun-
ger Walk, sponsored by the 
Souhegan Interfaith Coun-
cil, on Sunday, May 3rd, was 
a record breaking event, ex-
pected to raise over $43,000 
for humanitarian aid, local-
ly, throught SHARE and the 

Open Cupboard, and around 
the world through Church 
World Service of Elkhart, IN 
and its partner agencies. � e 
goal this year was $40,000, 
a considerable reach from 
the $37,441 raised in 2008.  
� e  number of Walkers was 
380. � is compares with 350 
last year.  At the “Celebra-

tion & Awards” pizza and ice 
cream party held the � urs-
day after the Walk at the new  
SHARE headquarters build-
ing, those who made spe-
cial eff orts were recognized. 
Vern Trudo was praised for 
bringing in over $4,300 of 
the total, along with Tom 
Hunsader, Christy Day and 
Marcia Nelson, each raising 
over $1,700.  A warm round 
of applause also was given to 
this year’s Walk Chairman, 
Rev. Barbara McKusick Lis-
cord, Minister at the Unitar-
ian Universalist Congrega-
tion in Milford, for her work 
encouraging participation 
from all the area’s faith com-
munities.  Local businesses 
and organizations such as 
the Milford and Amherst LI-
ONS Clubs and the Masons 
are also involved, in  fi nanc-
ing the production of the 
Walk and donating prizes to 
recognize Walkers.

Of particular note this 
year is the Cobleigh family of 
Amherst, Mark and Sharon 
and their three boys, who 
raised the most money as a 
family, primarily through the 
eff orts of Marcus, 16, who 
reached his $1,000 goal, and 

Continued on page 8  u
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Souhegan Senior Project Exhibi-
tion Schedule is included on pages 
10 and 11.  � e public is invited.

Memorial Day
Submit names for consider-
ation for the Duval-Riccitelli 
Outstanding Youth Award.  See 
form on page 4.

Standing “O” for Peter Pan
B P E

� e Amherst PTA play 
production of Peter Pan was 
a magical trip to Neverland.  
Read what youngsters say 
about the block buster pro-
duction of Peter Pan in their 
own words.  

“My favorite part was 
when Wendy was fl ying 
with Peter Pan.  I liked that 
part because when you go 
to the play you feel like you 
are one of the people in the 
story and you feel like you 
are in the story for real.  I 
felt like I was in Neverland 
when I really wasn’t there in 
real life.”   A fi tting descrip-
tion by an Amherst six year 
old who enjoyed the magical 
2009 PTA Peter Pan play.  
� e director, cast, crew and 
live orchestra produced a 
fantastic show that delight-
ed attendees of all ages.  

� e sold out performance 
of the April 18th matinee of 

the PTA production of Peter 
Pan was packed with young 
children, their parents and 
grandparents.  � e children 
waited in line patiently even 
though they were brimming 
with anticipation and ex-
citement.  At the auditori-
um door the cast of pirates 
were in full character and 
playfully quizzed the chil-
dren on what a pirate’s fa-
vorite letter is.  Our six year 
old girls hesitated so he an-
swered in his strongest pi-
rate accent  “Aarrr!”  � e 
girls giggled as we found 
our seats and settled in for 
the show.   

As the curtain rose we 
knew immediately that our 
two kindergartners and pre-
schooler would be treated to 
a magical journey over the 
next two hours.  � e girls 
were enthralled by the spec-
tacular fl ying feat performed 
by Peter Pan, Wendy, Mi-
chael and John.  Watching 

the pure joy in my daugh-
ter’s eyes as she saw Tin-
kerbell fl it across the stage 
was a delight to behold.  � e 
music performed by the live 
orchestra instantly brought 
Tinkerbell to life.   She was 
no longer a green light on 
stage but a real fairy.  Our 
girls took a keen interest 
each time the Lost Boys en-
semble was on stage since 
a good friend was making 
his Amherst acting debut 
as a Lost Boy.  � e audience 
was amused each time Cap-
tain Hook and the Pirates 
were on stage.  � eir sing-
ing and pirate antics were a 
treat for all.  � rough well 
choreographed song and 
dance Tiger Lily and the In-
dians saved the day and res-
cued Peter.  � e four year 
old in our group remarked  
“I liked when the Indians 
chased the pirates because 
the pirates were scared and 
I really believed them.”   

Congratulations to the 
entire cast, crew and many 
others who made this year’s 
PTA play a success.  I know 
that many moms, dads and 
grandparents look forward 
to attending future family 
productions.

Continued on page 6  u

COURTESY PHOTO

Walkers from the First Congregational Church of Milford. 

2009 SHS Prom: “Old Hollywood”

Back row: Colin Cray, Prince DJ Petropulos, Princess Jessica Beliveau, King Sam Laforet, Queen Marissa Soucy,  
and Steven Jellison. Front row: Jumior and Senior Courts, Shane Walsh, Ali Carlson, Stephanie O’Rourke, Andrea 
Dow, Aimee Belak, and Spencer Davis.      MARK LAWRENCE PHOTOGRAPHERS

Neal Haddad stops traffi c

Town    page 4

Ashley Hughes as Peter Pan.

Ken Jones is ready to ride for the fi ght.


