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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 672-9444
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com

NEXT ISSUE:
Tues., May 26, 2009

Deadline: 5 p.m.
Wednesday, May 20

*Dates are subject to change. 
Watch future issues for schedule updates.

Phone: 67�-9444 Fax: 67�-8153
e-mail: news@amherstcitizen.com
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Published 22 times a year on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each Month, 
on the last Tuesday July and August, and the 1st and 3rd Tuesday 
in December. (Dates may vary near Holidays or elections.)

Subscriptions: $15.00 per year (prepaid)
P.O. Box 291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291
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The

The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst
 ❑	 Amherst Town Library
	 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst
	 ❑ Vic’s Brunch Place, Amherst
 ❑ General Store, Mont Vernon
	 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford
	 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford
 ❑ Silva Mart, Milford
 ❑ Stop & Shop, Milford
	 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis
 ❑ Harvest Market, Bedford
	 ❑ Hannaford SuperMarket, Bedford
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April 28
May 12
May 26
June 9
June 23
July 28
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September 8
September 22
October 13
October 27
November 10
November 24
December 1
December 15

Helpful Amherst Telephone Numbers

Amherst Emergency Numbers
Police, Fire and Emergency Medical Service (EMS) – 911

Non- Emergency 
Police Department –   673-4900
 Chief Peter Lyon
Animal Control Officer
Fire Department -   673-1545
 Chief John DeSilva
Rescue Squad    673-7030
 Director Brian Gleason

NH State Police  1-800-525-5555
Town Hall   673-6041
Town Administrator  ext. 210 
Tax Collector         ext. 201
Assessor    ext. 202
Town Clerk      ext. 203
Planning Board    ext. 206
Building Inspector   ext.206
Board of Health     ext. 206
Selectmen   ext. 210
Recreation       673-6248
 Director Nancy MacMillan

Library 673-2288

Department of Public Works     673-2317
 Director Bruce Berry

Souhegan Regional Landfill     673-5469

Schools
Amherst Middle School   673-8944
  Principal, Porter Dodge –   ext. 7102
  Assistant Principal, Deborah Martel
Wilkins School   673-4411
  Principal, Gerry St. Amand –  ext. 202
Clark School   673-2343
  Assistant Principal, Brenda Martucci – ext. 108
Souhegan High School  673-9940
  Principal, Scott Prescott –  ext. 304

SAU #39   673-2690
Superintendent  Mary Athey Jennings, Ph.D.
Mary Ann  -    x101
Betty Shankel -     x103

Hospitals
Southern NH Medical Center 577-2000
St. Josephs Hospital  882-3000
Catholic Medical Center  668-3545
Elliot Hospital   669-5300
NH Poison Control Center  1-800-562-8236

Department of Public Works
Amherst Transfer Station Hours

 Tuesdays:  12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 Thursdays:    12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 Friday:    7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
 Saturdays:    7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Appreciation for Hard Work of  
Educators
To the editor:

I appreciate the opportunity to hear more about Amherst and the SAU 
39 school district in the Amherst Citizen. I often read the Superintendent’s 
comments to learn more about what is going on within the district. The 
comments in the Citizen’s April 14th edition though, were a disappoint-
ment to me.  Specifically, the comments about Adequate Yearly Perfor-
mance (AYP) and its relationship to the achievement or lack there of, re-
garding children with educational disabilities.

Dr. Jennings said that “Because it was the educational disability sub-
group that did not achieve AYP in all three districts, these results have 
leaders questioning what role full access to the regular education curric-
ulum plays in the growth and development of students with educational 
disabilities.” I’m sure Dr. Jennings was well intentioned and has the success 
of this sub group in mind but this comment is concerning and not in line 
with what research and experience tells us. I’m concerned that the general 
public will read this comment and think that we will all benefit if we move 
back the clock to a time when children with educational disabilities did not 
have full access to the general education curriculum.

Traditionally the bar has been low for children in this sub-group, but for 
the past 40 years we have been learning that children with disabilities can 
be successful and perform better when expectations are higher and when 
they have the same access to the regular curriculum that their peers have. 
We’ve also learned that there are added benefits towards inclusion for chil-
dren who may not be identified. As a result of full access and increased ac-
countability regarding all children, but specifically children with disabili-
ties, we are seeing increasing graduation rates, increasing college access and 
increasing job success. Full access prepares children with disabilities, just as 
it does their peers, to be contributing members to their community.

As the leaders discuss AYP concerns, please remember, the statewide as-
sessments identify subgroups to prevent disparities and ensure that all chil-
dren have equal and full access to the curriculum. Its intention isn’t to sug-
gest that any subgroup be singled out as a group that should not have full 
access. We need to look at children individually; the last option that should 
be considered is less access to the general curriculum. Access to the general 
curriculum is protected by law and remains best practice. I hope when AYP 
is discussed, you will find that rather then removal from the general curric-
ulum, nationwide the recommendations for improvement include training 
all teachers in differentiating instruction (which benefits gifted and chal-
lenged children), using various curriculums and researched based meth-
odology and increasing parent involvement as one means to increase the 
success of children. 

I appreciate the hard work of our educators and the even harder work of 
those students who have educational disabilities. I look forward to seeing 
how the district will help increase the success of all of our children.

 
	 	 	 	 Sincerely,
	 	 	 	 Cheri	Sullivan

Thank You to Mail Carriers
To the editor,

Milford and Amherst are small New England towns filled with people 
who have huge hearts.   The Mail Carriers’ Drive took place this past Satur-
day.  This is a nationwide event in which people put out items for local food 
pantries.  In our area, the SHARE Food Pantry was the recipient of the do-
nations the mail carriers collected when they delivered our mail.

This year the need has been the biggest ever and, thankfully, so was the 
response to the Drive.  The mail carriers spent their day making delivery 
after delivery of donations.  It was unbelievable.  It was so wonderful seeing 
the town residents responding to people’s needs.

The Drive came at a very good time. The SHARE Food Pantry, which 
serves the towns of Amherst, Brookline, Milford and Mont Vernon, has ex-
perienced a large increase in the number of people seeking help.  The sum-
mer months are almost upon us and hungry, thirsty children will be home 
from school.   The donations will help stock the Pantry shelves.

Thank You to all the mail carriers who picked up and delivered the dona-
tions.   It added a lot of extra work to your day but you did it with a smile 
and never complained. Thank You to Jack Greene in Milford and Sharon 
Wheeler in Amherst, who helped make the event happen.  Thank You to the 
volunteers who helped unload and sort the donations--  Kaylee Parkhurst, 
Jeanne Dube, Maggie Paul, Souhegan High School students Casey Phillips, 
Joe Stacy and Dylan Norcott, Steve Takacs, Bea Burt, Gene Madigan, John 
Henry and Virginia Stoltenborg and Dave Momenee.   Thank You to every-
one who made a donation.  Once again, residents of our community unself-
ishly opened their hearts to care for our neighbors in need.  THANK YOU 
for SHARING!

  
	 	 	 	 Gratefully,
	 	 	 	 Carolyn	Momenee	&	Kathi	Beane
	 	 	 	 Food	Pantry	Co-Directors

Proud to Vote for Barack Obama
To the editor:

A few weeks ago we read a letter-to-the-editor from Robert H. Rowe, Rep-
resentative from Amherst and Milford.  We were disturbed when we read 
this “report” on the votes of some of our representatives.  Mr. Rowe made 
no accusations, but we simply assume that he was critical of the votes cast 
by Shannon Chandley, Cynthia Dokmo and Peter Bergan.  There were four 
bills in question:  House Bill 304, physician-assisted suicide; House Bill 
531, parental notification prior to an abortion; House Bill 415, transgender 
rights; and House Bill 436, same-sex marriage.  The first bill was tabled, 
our three representatives voted to kill the parental notification bill, Chand-
ley voted to pass the transgender rights bill, and all three voted to pass the 
same-sex marriage bill.  Horrors!

And by the way, Mr. Rowe “reported” that the transgender rights bill is 
also known as the “bathroom bill”.  Known by whom, we respectfully ask?  
He further labeled HB 436 as the Homosexual Marriage bill.  Hmmm.  Po-
litically correct?  We are late with our response, but we hope others will 
have read this “report” and will also have been disturbed.

Granted, change is in the air!  We were proud to vote for Barack Obama, 
who promised us change; little by little he has begun the changes he prom-
ised, to include returning our nation to one that can be respected through-
out the world.  But then, torture is another issue.  We are especially proud 
to have voted for Shannon Chandley, who also opposes the death penalty.  
Though registered Democrats, we eagerly voted for Cynthia Dokmo and 
Peter Bergan, who have the courage of their convictions and are changing 
with the nation on issues having to do with civil rights.  We must admit, we 
did not cast a vote for Mr. Rowe.

There is a fresh breeze a blowing in Amherst and Milford.  It feels so 
good!

	 	 	 Pete	and	Nan	Stearns
	 	 	 Amherst

Update On The Amherst Energy 
Committee 
To the editor:

After a series of meetings designed to provide a basis and grounding for 
future efforts, the Amherst Energy Committee is now entering the next 
stage of its efforts. The Committee has agreed upon a mission statement 
as follows:

The Amherst Energy committee’s mission is to A) Determine the actions 
the town and its citizens can take to save energy and reduce emissions, B) 
Educate the community about energy use and sustainable resources and 
C) Promote these actions with residents, the town’s organizations and its 
businesses.

The committee determined that its first action would be to research the 
form and quantity of energy currently being consumed in town. This base 
line of current use will enable us to better understand the opportunities 
that we might pursue to reduce the town’s carbon footprint while making 
us more energy efficient. Ideas for increasing our “sustainable” practices 
have also been discussed and will be subsequently prioritized.

Committee members have started to analyze the consumption in four 
areas of importance: transportation, homes, commercial/industrial and 
town/government uses. We have met with the representative of a neigh-
boring town that had a model that may be useful to our start-up group. We 
have engaged the expertise of the Nashua Regional Planning Commission 
regarding both the acquisition of data and to help train us regarding use-
ful software.

We realize that the task ahead is immense and fraught with obstacles. 
However, we also appreciate the financial and environmental benefits of 
improving the habits, purchases and applications of the resources we use 
in our daily lives. As individuals, families and institutions, we all need good 
advice and respected leadership in how we, as a town, can do better. The 
money we save and the waste we eliminate will benefit us all. 

At this time, the committee feels that we would like to enable and en-
courage other Amherst citizens to join our efforts. We would like to add 
members who have the interest and/or experience that could expand our 
work, increase our effectiveness and educate us on alternative approaches. 
If you are interested, please send a short background statement of your in-
terest or skills to Rick Katzenberg at rkeden@empire.net. Those who most 
complement our existing members will be welcome additions. 

	 	 	 	 	 Rick	Katzenberg
	 	 	 	 	 Amherst

With One Month To Go, Project 
Graduation Is Seeking Donations
To the editor:

With only about a month to go before the big night, plans for  Souhegan 
High School’s Project Graduation event at the Hampshire Dome are nearly 
complete!  This supervised, substance free party for our graduates will be 
a night to remember.  However, donations are significantly down this year 
and we are asking for the community’s support.  

The committee is expecting a large turnout as the popularity of this  
graduation night party grows each year.  We want every Souhegan ‘09 grad-
uate to join their friends for the celebration!  The all night event keeps our 
students safe on what could potentially be an otherwise dangerous night. 
The committee hopes to provide entertainment, food and fun until early 
the next morning but we need your support!   We need every parent to step 
up and support this program as next year’s event depends on the success of 
the fund raising this year.  Please consider a donation.   We are in desperate 
need of monetary and prize donations of gift cards, gas cards, electronics 
and any college prep items.  

The Project Graduation committee is extremely appreciative of the sup-
port offered by local businesses, Souhegan families and other members of 
our community.  

Please send checks (made payable to PTSA) to Cindy Dow, 23 Edgewood 
Run Amherst 03031.  Call her if you have a prize to donate (424-0140). 
Names of donors will be listed in the graduation bulletin if donations are 
made before May 30.

 
	 	 	 Thank	you!	
	 	 	 Lori	Bruno
	 	 	 Project	Graduation	Committee

May is Foster Care Month
To the editor:

“Name a star after someone”, the radio ad says. It would take many stars 
to honor and salute my choices - New Hampshire’s foster parents!  May is 
traditionally designated as Foster Care Month with good reason.

Foster families serve children in need, some with intense needs. Child 
abuse retards a child’s normal development. Stable, caring foster families 
can do a lot to help a child recover.

Look into it, won’t you? Become a foster parent and you, too, will become 
one of New Hampshire’s “stars”!  Happy Foster Care Month, foster fami-
lies!

To find out more call your local Nashua DCYF foster care worker at 1-
800-852-0632.

	 	 	 Jan	Feuer,	Intake	Specialist
	 	 	 NH	Foster	&	Adoptive	Parent	Association
	 	 	 www.nhfapa.org

Correction:
The hours for the Amherst Transfer Station were incorrectly listed in the 

last issue.  We apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused.


