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2009 Souhegan Valley CROP Walk Results

Ready to help at the AGC Plant Sale are volunteers Marty Draper, Sue Spiess, Sally Hooper, Jane 
McOsker.

President elect Sue Alger and Aborist 
Lee Gilman prepare to sell at the Am-
herst Garden Club’s annual plant sale.

Master Gardener Mary Salmon assists 
selling plants at the AGC plant sale

Lots of plants to choose from at the AGC Plant Sale

2009 Amherst Garden Club Plant Sale
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•	 Replacement Liners and installation
•	 Pool Openings and Pump Service
•	 Chemical Sales – Free Water Testing
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Now Scheduling Pool
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� e annual Amherst 
Plant Sale went off  without 
a hitch at WIlkin’s School, 
even the light rain didn’t 
dampen the spirits of the 
Amherst Garden Club, or 
the gardeners who arrived 
early with wagons, ready to 
select from the 2000 locally 
grown perennials on hand. 
It was a garden festival at-
mosphere, with vendors 
selling annuals, special pe-
rennials and garden relat-
ed items. � e Pantry Table 
was fi lled with fl oral deco-
rated goodies, for Mother’s 
Day consumption and the 
Raffl  e Table was a buzz of 
excitement. A new table of 
used garden ornaments and 
tools was a favorite of both 

men and women. As the 
sun peaked out during the 
late morning, it was clear 
this would be one of the 
more lucrative plant sales 
in the clubs history. Large 
pots, sold for $5.00 each 
and were fl ying off  the lot. 
� e money raised goes back 
into the clubs monthly edu-
cational programs  as well 
as to two scholarships, local 
civic gardens, purchase of 
replacement trees, and sub-
scriptions to garden maga-
zines at two libraries. Now 
it is back to working on the  
towns Civic Gardens, for 
the Amherst Garden Club, 
until next April, when the 
plant sale digs start all over 
again.

Michael, age 8 who col-
lected $330 in pledges.  
Young Matthew Coble-
igh, got a prize as the 
youngest to complete 
the full 6.2 mile (10km) 
Walk, and set a new all 
time record for the feat 
at age 4 years, 2 months.  
In its 20 year history, 
only three other four-
year-olds have done 
the full Walk: Aaron 
Ladeau (in 2000), Ja-
cob Lauer (2002) and 
Tommy Horner (2006).  
31 youngsters age 12 
and under completed 
the full Walk this year.  
At the other end of the 
age spectrum, the walk 
honored Mimi Hav-
inga of Mont Vernon 
as the eldest, at age 85, 
who also raised $300 
in sponsors for her ef-
fort.  She was  seconded 

closely in age by Vern Trudo, who 
just turned 84.  Mimi says she plans 
to walk next year as well.  

� e CROP Walk is defi nitely a 
family aff air, with babies in strollers 
and “back packs”, kids and adults 
from all across the area geograph-
ically, from many diff erent faith 
communities and organizations, all 
walking together.  � ree families 
of fi ve members or more fi nished 
the full Walk: Mike and Jen Mas-
tergeorge, with Carolyn, Eliza and 
John; Paul and Stephanie Apple, 
with Andrew, Brian, and Elizabeth; 
and Chuck and Andrea Morshead, 
with Jacob, Carolyn, Rachael and 
Zach. 

While locally run, the “Souhe-
gan Valley Interfaith CROP Hunger 
Walk” is not unique.  Over 2,000 
take place every year. � e design 
and materials for CROP Walks are 
provided by Church World Service 
(CWS), one of the largest US-based 
NGO’s, with an annual budget 
(2008) of over $80M. CWS <www.

churchworldservice.org> is primar-
ily engaged in the essential work of 
aiding refugees, helping victims of 
natural disaster, providing emer-
gency food; and helping with ba-
sic development projects such as 
clean water, farm tools, improving 
medical care and education, etc.  
It works cooperatively with other 
aid agencies, making the event in-
ter-faith and non-sectarian. Indi-
viduals can designate their pledg-
es to any of these other agencies, 
a unique aspect of CROP Walks.  
Further strengthening ties to the lo-
cal community, CROP Walks typi-
cally return 25% of the total raised 
to a local food pantry, soup kitchen 
or shelter serving the 
needy.  For our Walk, 
over $10,000 this year 
will be divided be-
tween SHARE in Mil-
ford and � e Open 
Cupboard in Wilton.

Since 1946 CROP 
Walks have always 
been about helping 
the needy, especially 
when disaster strikes 
anywhere in the 
world, including in 
the U. S.  Now, howev-
er, there is growing re-
alization that sending 
aid in the form of food 
and shelter, and even 
development assis-
tance, is not enough.  
As concerned people, 
we must address our-
selves to protecting 
the earth’s environ-
ment and its ability to 
sustain life, in terms 
of the availability of 

fresh water, clean air 
and a stable climate.  
Beginning in 2008 
and continuing this 
year, our Walk has 
started to “clean up 
its act” in reducing 
waste and increased 
recycling, and to en-
courage participants 
to be mindful of how 
we use resources and 
energy, through the 
use of thought-pro-
voking signs along 
the route.  � is year, 
the Water Stops all 
used small plain pa-
per cups which can 
go into “mixed paper” 
recycling, and hand-
ed out bags for walk-
ers to pick up trash as 
they went along.  At 
least a few streets in 
Amherst and Milford 
are temporarily free 
of aluminum cans 

and other containers.  � ese were 
collected for recycling at the vari-
ous Water Stops.

You can mark Sunday, May 2nd 
2010 as the date of the next Souhe-
gan Valley Interfaith CROP Walk. 
� e 2009 Walk goes down in our 
records as the biggest and best yet.  
� ere is every reason to expect 2010 
to draw even more support from 
our area, as the spirit of community 
and compassion, and the belief we 
can build a better world, grows with 
us.

     John G. David, Coordinator
    2009 S. V.  CROP Walk
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Rev. McKusick Liscord with Mont 
Vernon resident, Mimi Havinga.

Mrs. New Hampshire Christina Hunt with her 
daughter.

Sharon Cobleigh with her sons at the 2009 CROP Walk.


