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Mont Vernon
Mont Vernon third graders  
    visit PMEC to learn about
       pond life, plants, trees,       
         reptiles and amphibians.

AMHERST - The Souhe-
gan High School Concert 
Band and Jazz Ensemble re-
cently returned from a per-
formance trip to New York 
City. While there, the stu-
dents participated in clin-
ics at Hofstra University 
from world-renowned con-

ductor and clinician Peter 
Boonshaft and jazz great 
Dave Lalama from the Thad 
Jones/Mel Lewis Big Band. 

The students took what 
they learned and competed 
in the Heritage New York 
City Festival where both 
bands took top honors over-

all. Both ensembles received 
GOLD ratings (scores be-
tween 90-100) and the top 
scores of any ensemble at 
the festival. The SHS mu-
sicians also received The 
Adjudicator’s trophy for 
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Souhegan high School claSS of 2009 Will graduate on friday, June 12 at the Saber Stadium

The

Book Chats
Community members and students 
come together to discuss “The 
Great Gatsby” in a new learning 
experience.
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Clark-Wilkins School H1N1   
Virus Confirmed

Principal Gerry St. Amand at Clark-Wilkins re-
ported to parents on Tuesday, June 2 that there is 
one confirmed case of H1N1 at school.  The noti-
fication reassured the families and staff that, the 
individual was not at school during the contagious 
period and that the school continues to follow all 
of the guidelines instituted by the New Hampshire 
Department of Health and Human Services. For 
further information, visit their website at www.
dhhs.state.nh.us. 

Continue to send any and all students with 
flu-like symptoms to the health offices or visit 
your primary care provider and enforce sanitary 
procedures such as appropriate hand washing 
and covering of mouths or noses when sneezing 
or coughing.

Republican Flag Day Picnic
The Hillsborough County Republican Committee 

announces a Flag Day Picnic to be held on June 
14th, from 12:00 Noon to 4:00 PM, at the Barba-
ra C. Harris Conference Center and Campground 
in Greenfield, NH.  Food will be provided, and will 
include hot dogs, hamburgers, condiments, potato 
salad, salad, and refreshments.  Swimming will be 
allowed on the beach.

Tickets may be purchased by contacting Gerrie 
Porter, PO Box 542, Amherst, NH 03031-0542 by 
June 5th.  Or e-mail Fred Plett at frplett@gmail.
com. Page 7

Celebrating Our New  
Hampshire Heritage

Amherst’s big Fourth of July Celebration will 
take place on Friday, July 3 and Saturday, July 
4 this year.  Music, fireworks, food, a children’s 
bicycle parade, bands, floats, and special parade 
events—there will be something for everyone to 
enjoy!  This is a special year—the 40th anniver-
sary of the Amherst celebration! Page 6
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Field Day
After a morning of games and activities, 
students enjoyed a picnic lunch on the 
front lawn of Wilkins School.  Music 
was provided by the AMS Jazz Band.
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Amherst Author/Illustrator Releases   
Newest Book, My Dance Recital 

AMHERST - The stage 
is set for Maryann Coc-
ca-Leffler’s young dancers 
as the excitement of recit-
al time swirls in the air in 
the lively new novelty title 
MY DANCE RECITAL.  
Young dancers and dancers 
at heart will get swept up in 
this interactive story filled 
with pop-ups, lift-the-flaps, 
fabrics, ballet slippers, tufts, 
and all the energy of the 
open stage!

After much rehearsal, 
the young dancers of MY 
DANCE RECITAL, both 
boys and girls, arrive at the 
town theater excited and 
nervous for their big chance 
to perform. Lift the flaps on 
their dance bags to reveal 
shoes, costumes, and snacks 
for backstage. Next, spin the 
wheel and watch their trans-
formations through hair 
and makeup. In the dressing 
room, find fairy ballerinas, 
cowgirl jazz dancers, and 

tap dance soloists-they’re all 
at MY DANCE RECITAL! 
As the dancers await their 
turn to perform, readers go 
backstage to learn ballet po-
sitions from a group of bal-
lerinas. When the curtain 
goes up, dancers step into 
motion with great leaps and 
graceful spins. MY DANCE 
RECiTAL’s grand fina-
le closes with a bow and a 
“Bravo!”

Perfect for teaching young 
dancers what to expect at 

their dance recital, MY 
DANCE RECITAL follows 
the performance experience 
from start to last curtain 
call. Complete with Coc-
ca-Leffler’s signature wa-
tercolor artwork, this is the 
whimsical new novelty book 
every child should have in 
his or her dance bag.

Maryann Cocca-Leffler 
has doodled and painted 
ever since she was a young 
child. She later attended the 
Massachusetts College of 
Art, where she majored in 
illustration.  Maryann has 
written and/or illustrated 
more than forty children’s 
books and lives in Amherst 
with her husband and their 
two daughters. Her young-
est daughter,

Kristin, is a dancer whose 
recitals inspired Maryann 
to write MY DANCE RE-
CITAL, published by Ran-
dom House Children’s Book 
Division. 

Retirement Party for Teachers and Staff
Plan on a Grand 250th Celebration in 2010

By Cliff Ann Wales

AMHERST - Have you 
made any plans for 2010 
yet?  Be advised that 2010 
is an important year in the 
history of Amherst. 250 
years ago in 1760 Souhe-
gan West was incorporated 
into the township of Am-
herst by the Royal Governor 
Benning Wentworth at the 
request of its inhabitants.  
Such an important event 
has prompted many differ-
ent organizations in town to 
form a committee to deter-
mine how best to celebrate 
this propitious event.  Over 
21 clubs and town organiza-
tions have big plans to cel-
ebrate Amherst Heritage 
Days throughout the year.  
They are your friends and 
neighbors who have honed 
their event planning skills 
as volunteers at every level 
of state, town and business 
events. 

The co-chairs for this 
yearlong Olympics of histor-
ic events are Carolyn Quinn 
and Will Ludt, both with re-
sumés as experienced orga-
nizers and event planners.  

“I’m very enthusiastic 
about the committee that 
has assembled,” says Caro-

lyn Quinn.  “It’s a wonderful 
group that has been work-
ing on this event for a cou-
ple of years.  But we’re still 
looking for more volunteers.  
The more the committee ex-
pands, the more we can do.”

The opening takes place 
in January, with a commem-
orative of the town’s incor-
poration at the Amherst 
Town Hall. That will be fol-
lowed throughout the year 
by events that honor our 
roots as a frontier wilder-
ness. Amherst grew from 
an agricultural town to an 
important Shire town, then 
a busy commercial village, 
a summer resort destina-
tion and now, a historic resi-
dential town.  The organiz-
ers expect to breath life into 
this history with historic 
interpreters, craft sales and 
exhibits, children’s events 
and games, a colonial en-
campment, special keynote 
speakers, a cemetery tour of 
the old burial ground, his-
toric wedding gown pageant 
and luncheon, walking tour 
of Amherst, and new Am-
herst specialty items. Also 
a storyteller, a brass quin-
tet, hayrides, horse drawn 
carriage, farm animals, 
Amherst Town Band and 

speakers from the NH Hu-
manities Council are all be-
ing considered. Amherst 
has long been recognized 
as one of the most beautiful 
and authentic historic vil-
lages and will be a perfect 
site for hosting such events, 
large or small.

“Celebrating Heritage 
Days” will be held Septem-
ber 24th, 25th and 26th.  It’s 
on this weekend that most 
of the events mentioned 
will occur.  But this is just 

the beginning for this in-
genious committee.  If you 
have ideas please contact a 
committee member with an 
offer to help.  Donations are 
needed since funds for this 
celebration were not ap-
proved at the March town 
election.  Many more ideas 
are being reviewed - maybe 
even an anniversary ball!  
Step forward and lend a 
hand, call Carolyn at 673-
3308 or email: ccq02@com-
cast.net

Continued on page 9  u

Cover design of Maryann 
Coca-Leffler’s new book.

America’s Kitchens Opens at the New 
Hampshire Historical Society in June

Amherst Resident is Team Leader for Exhibition
CONCORD — Ameri-

ca’s Kitchens, a new trav-
eling exhibition organized 
by Historic New England, 
begins its national tour in 
New Hampshire.  The ex-
hibition opens at the New 
Hampshire Historical Soci-
ety’s museum, located at 6 
Eagle Square, Concord, on 
June 11. 

 America’s Kitchens 
showcases the important 
role of kitchens throughout 
American history.  Based 
on extensive research and 
authentic historical kitch-
ens, the exhibition features 
recreated kitchens, arti-
facts, photographs, and the 
personal stories that bring 
them to life. 

Team Leader of Collec-
tions Services with Historic 
New England, Julie Solz who 
is a resident of Amherst has 
been involved with the lo-

gistics of the exhibition for 
the past two years working 
with the curators, registrars 
and conservators on the 
planning and implementa-
tion of the show.  A project 
of this size involves a lot of 
research and preparation 
including writing labels and 
text, treating objects for dis-
play, coordinating crating 
and shipping and finally in-
stalling the exhibition.  

 One of Julie’s tasks was 
staging kitchens and din-
ing rooms with food under 
preparation or ready to be 
eaten.  Julie explains that 
adding real food to a mu-
seum installation can be 
“problematic because of de-
terioration, contamination 
and pests.  Conservators and 
curators have had to be cre-
ative and become faux food 
chefs.”  Julie reports in an 
article in the spring issue of 

Historic New England, “To 
make faux food for a histor-
ic house or museum setting, 
you need to use foams made 
out of polyethylene, plas-
tic films made out of clean 
polyester, acid-free papers 
and cardboard, acrylic or 

Continued on page 3  u

Souhegan High Concert Band and Jazz 
Ensemble Take GOLD in New York City

Amherst PTA Awards over $13,700 in 
Spring Grants

AMHERST - The Am-
herst PTA is proud to award 
over $13,700 in spring grants 
to the faculty and staff of 
Clark Elementary, Wilkins 
Elementary and Amherst 
Middle School.  We applaud 
the Amherst community 

for supporting its schools by 
contributing to the various 
PTA sponsored fundraisers 
throughout the year.  To-
gether, the Magazine Drive, 
the Original Art  Program, 
and the incredible produc-
tion of Peter Pan, including 

its wonderful Playbill, al-
lowed the PTA to fund some 
great items that will en-
hance the educational expe-
rience for students at Clark, 
Wilkins and Amherst Mid-
dle School.

DHHS Confirms Rise in Cases of H1N1 in 
New Hampshire  

CONCORD, NH – The 
New Hampshire Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services (DHHS) Division 
of Public Health Services 
(DPHS) announced this af-
ternoon that the number of 
confirmed cases of H1N1 
(swine) influenza in New 
Hampshire is now 39.   

“This is clear evidence 
that H1N1 is still very much 
here in our communities,” 

said Public Health Director 
Dr. Jose Montero. All cases 
are recovering without com-
plications.

62% of the cases in New 
Hampshire were diagnosed 
in people under the age of 
18. “This is not the time to 
let our guard down,” said 
Montero.  “We can’t stress 
enough that if a child is 
sick or not feeling well, they 
should not attend school or 

any other activities where 
there is the potential to ex-
pose others to this illness. 
Currently there are no clus-
ters or outbreaks detected 
or reported in any school 
in the State. We continue to 
work with the educational 
community, however, and 
have recommended height-
ened awareness of influen-

Continued on page 3  u
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Julie Solz

Carolyn Quinn and Will Ludt, co-chairs for the Heritage 
Commission’s 250th birthday celebration of Amherst.

A Retirement Party was held on June 1st at The Mile Away restaurant in Milford to 
honor retiring staff from the Amherst School District.   

Christine Verrochi - Teacher, Anita Swanson - Teacher, Maura Scollin – Special Education As-
sistant, Wilmerlee Findlay – Teacher and Kathy Gauvin – Teacher. Also retiring from the Amherst 
Middle School are: Mary Westwater, Roger Ladoucer, Bill Chouramanis and Carolyn Bowman.

SHS band and jazz members took top honors at the Heritage New York City Festival.

Amherst School District

Arts
Nashua Chamber Orchestra’s 
Chamber Music Gala and  
reception, June 13 at the  
Milford Town Hall.
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