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It’s About Conservation

Taken For Granted
By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

A native New Englander, but not a real Yankee, 
we don’t live in Vermont and rarely have apple pie 
for breakfast.  But I’m far from an Amherst native, 
few are.  Thirty-seven years ago when we came 
open or natural spaces were much more com-
mon.  Betty Arnold and other early conservation 
commissioners were leading the voters to think of 
protecting natural spaces.  Joe English Reservation 
was their first success.

Our daughter would ride off on her horse with a 
bed roll to camp for the night along the river where 
golf greens, fairways and condos have grown.  Bon 
Terrain, The Fells and the Flume were not yet on 
developers’ drawing boards.  What spaces were 
open when you arrived?  Did you expect those 
hundred-acre parcels to remain open, that rural 
character thing, or become speckled with houses 
– like pepper on a plate of scrambled eggs?

Maybe you still expect the handful of larger 
tracts to remain in Nature’s hands forever – or at 
least until you move on?  Good Luck!  Not much is 
forever unless someone, some group, or we taxpay-
ers steps up and acts.  Today, we enjoy walking and 
seeing Grater Woods, north-end farms and golf 
courses.  These lands are at risk.  They will be to-
morrow’s sub-divisions sooner or later unless pro-
tective steps are taken.

We blew it this Spring when the chance to pro-
tect 100 magnificent acres was rejected.  What will 
happen next time when a 100-acre woodlot, or lev-
el field or land over the Amherst aquifer becomes 
available.  Those of us on the Conservation Com-
mission, the Amherst Land Trust and the Open 
Space Committee keep trying to match willing 
sellers with the resources at hand.  We hope that 
caring residents are not taking the remaining nat-
ural spaces we still have for granted.  

(Incidentally, the Martin rejection may go far 
beyond the failure to protect that one parcel.  It 
is two-edged.  The specter before a potential sell-
er now of having to wait up to a year for a sale to 
be approved, or rejected, under our present vot-
ing system is enough to throw doubt over any pur-
chase and sale agreement we may be able to craft.) 
Behind The Names

Bill Wichman who is deeply committed to natu-
ral spaces and their history passes on the following 
regarding naming of some ACC-managed reserva-

tions:
As a matter of fact, 

the Commission is not very creative in attaching 
names to the properties that it buys – or receives 
as bequests, or acquires from the Town for lapsed 
taxes.  Mostly we retain the name of the owner we 
received them from – especially in cases of a be-
quest or bargain sale.  Some of the larger reserva-
tions, especially those made up of multiple lots ac-
quired separately, take on names that reflect the 
history of their neighborhoods; the best examples 
of these are Pond Parish Town Forest, Joe English 
Reservation, and Great Meadow.

“Pond Parish” is merely an informal name given 
to the region of town south and west of Baboosic 
Lake, the defining “pond” of the town.  There was 
never an actual parish, either ecclesiastical or po-
litical, associated with it.  Pond Parish Road is the 
solidest object preserving the old name. The ACC 
purchased the 173-acre property in 1993 from NH 
Lafayette Properties Inc.  The name Pond Parish 
Town Forest is decidedly more mellifluous than 
that of the former owner.

Joe English Reservation, near the north end of 
town, is a collection of 11 properties acquired be-
tween 1969 and 2000, totaling 558 acres.  Once 
more, the name comes from a more or less local 
feature, Joe English Hill in New Boston.  The hill in 
turn takes its name from a legendary escapade of 
Joe English, an Indian despised by his race for col-
laboration with the British, before and during the 
“war which commenced in 1689.”  At some point 
before his death in 1706, Joe is said to have lured 
his pursuers up the gently sloping north side of the 
hill, and to have allowed them to chase him over 
the high cliff on the south side – he alone, howev-
er, being acquainted with a ledge to land on.  Cap-
tured in an ambush at Tyngsborough, Joe English 
is said to have tricked his captors into killing him 
quickly and abruptly, rather than indulging in a 
more protracted ritual.

It should be noted that the eastern portion of the 
Reservation accessible from Chestnut Hill Road 
bears a distinct name, the Albert H. Plumb Me-
morial Forest.  This lot, accessible from Chestnut 
Hill Road, was the gift of Miss Edith Plumb in 1970 
in honor of her father, a minister.

Town News Amherst Recreation Department and Peabody Mill 
Environmental Center 
Amherst Recreation Upcoming 
Programs

Are you looking for summertime 
activities for the whole family? The 
Amherst Recreation Department 
has lots of activities that will get ev-
eryone out of the house and learn-
ing something new…or just having 
fun!   Toddlers and parents can join 
us for nature exploration, crafts, or 
team sports.   School aged children 
can spend a week at Hartshorn or 
an enchanted summer evening at 
the PMEC.  Teens can earn com-
munity service hours while having 
a great time in the woods.  Chil-
dren and adults love our moonlight 
hikes, horseback riding programs, 
and adventures at Water Country.  
Toddler in the Woods

Explore the woods, ponds and 
brooks around PMEC.  Enjoy 
games, easy hikes, stories, and na-
ture crafts. Topics will vary by 
week. Each toddler must be accom-
panied by an adult. Max 10/Min 5 
toddlers per week.  

Who: 3 & 4 year olds
When:  Wednesdays, 6/24-8/19
Where:  Peabody Mill Environmental 
Center
Time:  9:30 -10:45AM
Fee:  $7 per week for Amherst 
residents, $8 per week for Nonresi-
dents

Make & Take for Tots
Preschoolers will explore the arts 

through a different medium each 
week.  Draw, paint, color, mold...
get messy with your child! Create 
a nature themed art project to take 
home each week.  Many different 
mediums will be used to provide 
the children multiple ways of ex-
pressing themselves. Each toddler 
must be accompanied by an adult. 
Max 10/Min 5 toddlers per week. 

Who: 3 & 4 year olds
When:  Fridays, 6/26-8/21
Where:  Peabody Mill Environmental 
Center
Time:  9:30 -10:45AM
Fee:  $7 per week for Amherst 
residents, $8 per week for Nonresi-
dents

Tots Sports Sampler Camp
This program is an introduction 

to various sports using soft equip-
ment. The program is all about 
moving and fun. Activities will in-

clude Soccer, Baseball, Golf and 
more.

Who: 3 & 4 year olds
When:  7/13-17
Where:  Cemetery Field, Soccer 
Field in Amherst
Time:  10-11AM
Fee:  $50 per Amherst Resident, 
$60 per Nonresident

Sports Sampler Camp
Join other kids in a positive sports 

program designed for kids to learn 
the basics of a sport, experience 
something new, and develop self 
confidence as a new athlete. Play 
soccer, baseball, golf and more!

Who: 5 & 6 year olds
When:  7/6-10
Where:  Cemetery Field, Soccer 
Field in Amherst
Time:  9AM-12PM
Fee:  $90 per Amherst Resident, 
$100 per Nonresident

Leave No Child Inside – An 
Evening in the Woods

Send your child to the PMEC to 
reconnect with nature!   The Joe 
English reservation is an enchant-
ing place at night.  Your child will 
love outdoor activities such as star 
gazing, night hikes, and observing 
animal habitats.  Once inside, chil-
dren will enjoy snacks, games and 
crafts.  Each child will come home 
with a nature themed craft.  Chil-
dren must be school aged.  Please 
dress your child in appropriate out-
door clothing.  Children grades K-
8.

When:  Fridays – 6/12, 7/10
Where:  PMEC
Time:  6:00-9:00PM
Fee:  $20 per Amherst Resident 
per night, $30 per Nonresident per 
night

Under the Moon Hikes
Join us for stories and a walk in 

the woods along easy paths that ac-
commodate people of all ages.  Let 
PMEC staff help you find your way 
around the night sky.   Bring a flash-
light to help you navigate uneven 
terrain.  

When:  Full Moon Hikes                  
                                                     
        
            Saturday, 6/6 at 8:30PM
            Friday, 7/10 at 8:30PM
            New Moon Hikes

Saturday, 6/20 at 8:30PM
            Friday, 7/24 at 8:30PM
Where: PMEC or pre arranged site-
Participant will be notified.
Fee:  $6 per Amherst Resident, 
$8 per Nonresident;     $15 per 
Amherst Resident family, $20 per 
Nonresident family

Volunteer at the Hartshorn 
Summer Program

The Peabody Mill Environmental 
Center is looking for High School 
aged volunteers to assist with the 
20th season of the Hartshorn Sum-
mer Program.  Morning and after-
noon volunteer positions are avail-
able.  Sign up for one week or join 
us for all 9 weeks!  Please visit www.
amherstrec.org for more info and to 
sign up.

When: Mondays-Fridays, 6/22-8/21
Time:  8:30AM-12:30PM or 11:30-
5:30PM
Where:  PMEC

Horseback Riding
Amherst Recreation and Walnut 

Hollow Farm will teach you every-
thing (or almost) to do with horses. 
No experience needed so come and 
learn the anatomy of a horse, barn 
management, tack, grooming and 
riding in outdoor or indoor ring. 
Lessons are being offered in three 
ways, weekly hour long lessons in 
June for children; weekly lessons 
for adults; and a one week camp 
format for children in July.  Please 
visit www.amherstrec.org for more 
details. 
Water Country Tickets

Experience the thrills for your-
self!  Stop by the Amherst Recre-
ation Office to purchase discounted 
general admission tickets for Water 
Country in Portsmouth, NH. Gen-
eral Admission tickets are avail-
able at the park for $35.99 but can 
be purchased from Amherst Rec-
reation for only $25. These tickets 
will be honored any day that Water 
Country is open, June 13th to Labor 
Day and they do not expire. Ticket 
includes all day unlimited use of all 
Water Country attractions.

Information on these and many 
other programs can be found on 
our website at www.amherstrec.
org.  Register online or call us at 
603-673-6248 or 603-673-1141.  All 
programs require pre-registration.

Shouldn’t you LOOK

as young as you FEEL?

It’s a no-brainer, especially since Dr. Anne

Tarry now provides Juvéderm® treatments

for facial creases, as well as BOTOX
®

Cosmetic to smooth out wrinkles and

restore your skin’s natural, healthy glow.

Call today to set up an appointment!

Emerald Hill MedSpa

Anne Tarry, MD

in

THE SALON at

HAMPSHIRE HILLS
(603)673-7123 ext. 284

OPTION 3: 4 cols. x 4.5 inches (18 column inches)
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Trusted, Local Service with a Friendly Face
At Granite State Credit Union, we know you have many options in 
financial institutions. We’re here to make a difference. We do that with 
local, friendly service that you just don’t find at other organizations.

Meet Samantha Duhamel... help yourself to a cup of coffee and 
choose from a full menu of financial services to suit your personal or 
business needs.

In an economy where people are concerned with saving money and 
getting a reliable and equitable return on their investment, our higher 
yielding Easy Money Market and Advantage Plus Savings™ accounts fit 
the bill. Deposits are federally insured to at least $250,000 and backed 
by the full faith of the United States Government, so you can rest 
assured that your funds are safe with us.

Membership is open to anyone living or working in New Hampshire. 
Visit our Amherst branch at 132 Route 101A to open an account today.

800-645-GSCU • gscu.org/rates

This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.Samantha Duhamel, Member Service Representative

Granite State Credit Union • We are New Hampshire!

$10 Off Your 
First Treatment

Mary Cole, L.Ac. MAOM
ColeAcupuncture.com
Call for Appointment
860-214-5410

Qi
Acupuncture ~ Chinese Medicine

123-1 Route 101A • Amherst, NH 
Next to Sports Authority • 889-9600

www.barebonzbutchershop.com

Cooks’ Choice!


