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Amherst Fire Department members and the antique hand tub, “The Lawrence.”               File photo

The parade theme was “Trans-
portation.”   The parade took the 
same route that it does today, start-
ing at Wilkins School, proceeding 
up Boston Post Road, down Found-
ry Street, across Davis Lane and up 
Main Street.  The Milford Cabinet 
said that the parade had decorated 
bikes, costumed people and a Jaycee 
float.  Marie Grella admits she de-
signed the first float and has been 
designing them each year since for 
a total of forty years!  There were 
also antique cars, the American 
Legion Band from Nashua, young 
Tommy Grella riding a decorated 
scooter Trike, and the AFD and its 
handtub which ended the parade.  
Buck Buchanan arranged to have 
Congressman Jim Cleveland speak 

from the Brick School steps.  Gov-
ernor Peterson and Bernie Streeter 
were also there.

In 1971, on Sunday, July 4th, 
there was a second Independence 
Day Parade with a town-appointed 
committee headed by the Johnsons 
and a town appropriated budget of 
$300 supplemented by funds from 
the Amherst Women’s Republican 
Club.  Buck Buchanan was Parade 
Marshall, a position he held for the 
next 23 years until retiring in 1993.

In 1973, the Amherst Town Re-
port lists the Amherst JayCees 
and the Amherst Lions Club as in 
charge of the Independence Day 
festivities; in the 1977 report Ann 
Bergin is listed as chairman for the 
first time.  Ann noted in the re-

port, “After the Bicentennial events 
of 1976, the Committee decided 
to continue its endeavors to make 
July 4th an exciting patriotic holi-
day for all.  A reviewing stand was 
an added feature which enhanced 
the parade route.”  Ann continued 
as chairman until 1993 when Caro-
lyn Quinn took her place, to be fol-
lowed in 1999 by Maren Petropo-
lus.  Nancy Head, in charge of the 
Millennium Celebration, took over 
the Independence Day Celebration 
from Maren in 2001. 

Through the years the celebration 
has seen many changes but the de-
pendence on the residents of Am-
herst for volunteer help and enthu-
siastic support has not changed.

Fireworks, Concert, Parade, Talent Show 
“Our New Hampshire Heritage”
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July 4th in Amherst

Amherst July 4 
Celebration 
1970-2009

By Nancy Head

Although Amherst is celebrating 
its 250th anniversary next year, the 
Amherst Independence Day Cel-
ebration only goes back to 1970.  
In the 1960’s the big excitement of 
the holiday was when the teenagers 
snuck into the church and rang the 
church bells at midnight on July 3.  
The big celebration in the area was 
held in New Boston, and those Am-
herst residents who weren’t having 
family gatherings at home often 
went there for fireworks and the 
parade.

In 1970, according to Bill John-
son, a longtime resident who now 
lives in Florida, Amherst was feel-
ing the effects of the Vietnam War.  
It was split in half politically with 
some people in favor of continuing 
the war and others totally opposed.  
As Bill puts it, “the situation was, in 
a word, bad!”

A group of women from the Am-
herst Women’s Republican Club 
headed by Dorothy Johnson, Bill’s 
wife, and including Roz Buchanan 
and Phyllis Brown, decided that 
something should be done.  With 
the help of their husbands, they or-
ganized a celebration that, accord-
ing to research done by Ann Bergin 
and information from the John-
sons, began with a square dance in 
one of the schools on the evening 
of July 3, a 10:00 a.m. parade and 
speeches on July 4, a 12 noon ten-
nis tournament, games for children 
run by Tom Grella and the firemen 
at 2:30 at Spalding Field, and a 5:00 
p.m. town picnic at Baboosic Lake 
park.  As the sun set on the lake, 
Bruce Crane, an Amherst resident, 
began a series of animated stories 
for the younger children on the 
shore of the lake.  The darker it got, 
the spookier the stories became, 
and the more the children enjoyed 
it all!

40th Birthday of Independence 
Day Celebration!
July 3rd Events
Rain Date for Fireworks, Music, and Food: July 4

Food available starting at 5:30 p.m.  Bring a blanket or chairs and 
have a picnic!

Hamburgers, hot dogs, pizza, pulled pork, drinks, ice cream, 
slush, homemade desserts!

Frisbee and catch allowed on the football field until 8:15 when 
half the field is closed for safety reasons as the fireworks are set 
up.

Fourth of July 2009 pins designed by Greg Snow, AMS, will be 
on sale on July 3 and 4 (Information Booth).

Hot Air Balloon Rides:  REMAX is providing the balloon for 
tethered rides on the front lawn of Souhegan High School, weather 
permitting.  Come watch them set up from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m.!  Rides 
will be 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at a cost of $8.00 for one or $15.00 for two 
people.

Proceeds will go to SHARE, PMEC Scholarships, and the 4th of 
July Committee.

Offsuit Band:  Souhegan Seniors will play near the refreshment 
stand for the enjoyment of people getting their food and drinks 
from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Children’s Magic Show:  Meant for children but enjoyed equally 
as much by adults, the magic show with George Saterial will take 
place on the stage in the stadium at 7:00 p.m. thanks to Norm 
Wrenn (Bot-L-Gas).

Band Concert:   The annual Fourth of July Amherst Town Band 
Concert under the direction of Pat McMullen will begin at 8:00 
p.m. in the stadium.  Come and enjoy the great music!

FIREWORKS!   Jack Reed and his volunteers will be presenting 
a fantastic display of fireworks made possible by the Granite State 
Credit Union, the major sponsor, with support from the Town of 
Amherst and Atlas PyroVision Productions.

Area Artists Invited to Amherst’s 
4th of July Art Show

Last year you saw the exciting car made by A123Systems in Massachusetts 
that was getting 50 mpg.  Wait until you see the Hypomotion Plug-In Con-
version that gets 100 mpg.  This new product is available and you can see it 
at the 4th of July.  After the parade, you can take a look at this exciting car 
and ask questions.  Don’t miss it!

July 4, 2009

Join the Children’s Bicycle Parade

July 4th Events
Food Available:  Hamburgers , pizza, and slush (4th of July Com-

mittee), hot dogs (Junior Women’s Club), veggie wraps (PMEC),  
cotton candy (Messiah Lutheran Church), popcorn (Lions), root 
beer (Democrats), soda, water (several booths)

Parade:   New Hampshire Dignitaries, the New Hampshire Po-
lice Association Pipes and Drums, the Amherst Town Band, the 
Campbell Highlanders, the Hudson Post Band, the Governor’s 
Horse Guards (and give a hand, please to the Amherst volunteers 
who walk behind with a bucket), antique automobiles, fire engines, 
Mini-Kars, marchers, the Kazoo Band, Uncle Sam-on-Stilts, a hy-
brid car, puppies, floats, the First New Hampshire Revolutionary 
War Regiment, the Fifth New Hampshire Civil War Regiment, and 
clowns (including Amherst’s own!) will make up the body of the 
parade this year followed by the political section.  

Parade participants will gather at Wilkins School by 9:15-9:30 
a.m. in time for a prompt 10:00 a.m. start.  The Fire Department’s 
Lawrence and Yankee will head the parade with a short pumping 
demonstration by the 201 year old Yankee in front of the Reviewing 
Stand!    Acting as Parade Marshalls this year will be Roz Buchan-
an, one of the original organizers of the Fourth of July Celebration, 
and Ann Bergin and Carolyn Quinn, former chairwomen.  

Antique Autos:  This year there will be two lines of antique auto-
mobiles at the line-up.  One will be along Boston Post Road for pre 
WWII cars that will be at the front of the parade after the fire en-
gines, and one will be for “youngster” cars  that are 25 years or old-
er but post ‘39 whose engines are not quite so susceptible to over-
heating.  All of the antique automobiles will gather for the show 
at the end of the parade on the edge of the village green near the 
Congregational Church. 

Children’s Bicycle Parade:   The children’s bicycle parade, spon-
sored by the Lions Club, is open to all children through 12 years 
old who would like to decorate their bicycles or carriages.  They 
should gather at Knight’s Field at the head of Main Street at 9:30 
a.m. for a 9:45 judging.  The parade will begin at 10:00 a.m. and 
move down Main Street to the Town Hall.  All children riding bi-
cycles must be wearing a helmet.   Children are invited to decorate 
their bicycles and join the fun!

Art Show:  More than 30 artists will display their talent along 
“Artists’ Alley” on the church side of the village green.  Take a few 
minutes and stroll down the lane--you will find some delightful 
treasures!

Children’s Activities:  Clowns will be making balloon animals; 
pocket ladies will be giving out small toys; the Baptist Church will 
have balloons, a fish pond game, and a pitching game;

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church will be doing face paint-
ing; and the Lions Club will be giving out balloons.  A favorite of 
the young children are the animals, many of whom can be pet-
ted.  This year there will be goats, rabbits, dogs, lambs and possibly 
chickens!

Caricaturist:  There will be a caricaturist/cartoonist who will be 
doing people sketches for a reasonable fee!

Hybrid Car:  The hybrid car will be available for inspection on 
Middle Street.

Other Green Activities:   Participating organizations are offer-
ing music, Christmas ornaments, literature, trinkets, flags, used 
books, canvas bags, hats, pinwheels, t-shirts, raffle tickets, shelf sit-
ters, suncatchers, coloring books, and bumper stickers.

Reviewing Stand Ceremony:  A short ceremony will include in-
troduction of dignitaries and past citizens of the year, songs by the 
Amherst Village Singers, and the announcement of this year’s citi-
zen of the year.

Talent Show: If you have never watched the talent show, you 
should make an effort to do so this year.  It is held immediately fol-
lowing the Reviewing Stand Ceremony.  It is open to all ages and 
features an amazing variety of talent, some of it extraordinary and 
some of

it more garden variety but still totally enjoyable.  Sign-ups take 
place at the Information Booth prior to the show.

It’s going to be a great Amherst celebration—join us! 
Your Fourth of July Committee: Mary Beyers, Charlene Carper, 
Diane DeSimone, Susan Durling, Lydia Greene, Nancy Head, Diane 
Hirst, Judith Jones, Katherine Lockwood, Mary Mahar, Louise 
Marley, Liz Morgan, Chris Nowlan, Jeff Odhner, Liz Overholt, Bill 
Overholt, Reed Panasiti, Gretchen Pyles, Bob Schaumann, Phillip 
Sellers, Peggy Stokes.
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A favorite Fourth of July event 
each year is the Children’s Bicycle 
Parade run by Ann Hoag of the Am-
herst Lions Club. Children decorate 
their bicycles, scooters, or carriag-
es in red, white, and blue and ride 
together down Main Street from 
Knight’s Field to the Amherst Town 
Hall.

This year the bicycles will gather 
at Knight’s Field at the end of Main 
Street on Saturday, July 4th, at 9:30 
a.m. in time for the official judging at 
9:45 a.m.  Bicycle decorations will be 
judged for originality, creativity, and 
effort on the part of the child.  There 
are five categories, four of which are 

based on age and each of which has 
a first, second, and third place prize 
of $5.00, $3.00, and $2.00 respec-
tively.  There is one general category 
of “carriages” and four categories of 
bicycles:  0-6 years old, 7 and 8 years 
old, 9 and 10 years old, and 11 and 
12 years old.  Each child who enters 
the contest gets a participation rib-
bon.

Due to state law, all children rid-
ing bikes must be wearing a helmet.  
Decorating the helmet is not only 
permissible, but encouraged!

Join the fun—be a participant in 
the Children’s Bicycle Parade!

Eco-Friendly Hybrid

AMHERST, NH –   One of the 
most anticipated events of Am-
herst’s annual 4th of July celebra-
tion is the Art Show on the Com-
mon.  For over fifteen years, artists 
from many communities in the re-
gion have gathered to display and 
sell paintings and photographs to 
an audience of thousands who come 
to Amherst to watch the parade and 
participate in other holiday festivi-
ties.  “Celebrating Our New Hamp-
shire Heritage” is the theme of this 
year’s two-day celebration which 
begins on Friday, July 3 at 5:30 PM 
with hot air balloon rides followed 
by band concerts and fireworks at 
Souhegan High School on Boston 
Post Road in Amherst. 

The Art Show will begin at 9:00 
AM on Saturday, July 4th on the 

Amherst Town Common and will 
be open during and after the parade.   
The fee for the show, which usually 
ends by 2 PM, is $25.00 and space is 
available on a first come, first served 
basis. 

Because many other activities 
take place on the common at the 
same time, art work for this show 
is limited to painting and photog-
raphy artists only.  Area artists are 
encouraged to join the more than 
thirty artists already registered.  For 
more information or to register for 
the Art Show, please contact Liz 
Morgan at 673-6448.   For more in-
formation about the entire celebra-
tion, go to www.amherstnh.gov/
info/july4.html.  


