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Town News

It’s About Conservation

Fall Destinations
By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

I only went out for a walk and finally concluded to stay out till sundown, for 
going out, I found was really going in 

– John Muir

Honey bee visiting milkweed blossom

Amherst Democrats’ Labor Day Barbeque
AMHERST – Two honored 

guests will be speakers at the Dem-
ocrats’ 2009 Labor Day Barbeque 
the afternoon of September 7th at 
the Amherst Country Club:  U. S. 
Congressman Paul Hodes, current-
ly representing NH, and a declared 
candidate for U. S. Senate; and Anne 
McLane Kuster, a candidate for U. 
S. Congress, NH 2nd District. 

The menu for the event includes 
marinated sirloin tips and bone-
less chicken BBQ, with a selection 
of salads – all you want!  Proceeds 
from the event will help provide 
2010 campaign support for Am-
herst and Milford Democratic can-
didates for the NH Legislature.  
State Rep. Shannon Chandley will 
be present, and all Democrats plan-
ning to run (or thinking of run-
ning) are encouraged to attend and 
be recognized.

Paul Hodes was elected in No-
vember of 2006 and re-elected in 
2008 as one of New Hampshire’s 
two Representatives in the U. S. 
Congress.  He will give us his per-
spective on the most important 
legislative matters currently facing 
that body, especially on health care 
reform and climate change emis-
sions reduction. He is coming not 
only to speak but to listen to our 
concerns.

Anne McLane Kuster is a mem-
ber of the law firm Rath, Young and 
Pignatelli, specializing in the non-
profit sector, especially health care, 
public policy, education and child 
welfare. In 2007 she was recognized 
by the U. S. Congressional Coali-
tion on Adoption for her legal assis-
tance benefiting hundreds of foster 
care and orphaned children in NH 
over the past 30 years.

Tickets for the Democrats’ La-
bor Day Barbecue are priced at $40 

per person and may be obtained by 
calling 603-673-6629, or sending 
a check made to “Amherst Demo-
crats” by August 31st to: PO Box 
1341, Amherst, NH 03031. The 
event will be held under the Pa-
vilion Tent at the Amherst Coun-
try Club, 72 Ponemah Rd., and is 
scheduled to run from 3:00 – 6:00 
PM. All are welcome, regardless of 
political party affiliation.

U.S. Congressman, Paul Hodes Anne McLane Kuster, Esq.
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An uncommon White Heron is seen perusing the wetlands on Thornton Ferry Rd II.

So many places not far from home await family 
feet and exploring eyes.  Here are but a few of those 
we have visited in the last few weeks where local con-
servation commission volunteers keep up well-main-
tained trails.

Mont Vernon – A new kiosk with map near the 
end of Dow Road provides an entry to the Purgatory 
Brook trail system which encircles the conservation 
property and the upper and lower Purgatory Falls.

Dunbarton – The Kuncanowet ( mountain place of 
the bear) Town Forest and Conservation Area has a 
trail system that brings the hiker to ponds and ridge-
lines.  The granite walls of two mill sites are passed 
in a plantation of red pine.  The main trail loop is 6.5 
miles long.  Other connecting trails can shorten the 
distance.  A  centuries-old black gum tree, perhaps 
the largest in Merrimack County, stands on one of 
the side trails.

Weare – The 278-acre Ferrin Pond Conservation 
Area offers a 2.6-mile loop above the pond, passing 
through forests dominated by conifers on the east-
side ridge and beech on the ridge west fo the pond.  
The trail was well cleared and marked despite the ob-
vious smashing dealt in areas by last winter’s ice.

Directions to these areas and ten others are given 
in “Hikes In The Piscataquog Region” published by 
the Picataquog Watershed Association.  I found this 
compact volume a pleasure to read for its well-re-
searched natural and cultural history information as 
well as for the carefully presented trail descriptions.

Amherst – Many trails are described in the “Am-
herst Walk Book” currently available in the Town Li-
brary while a second edition is being prepared.  One 
newer trail, the Pulpit Brook trail, not included in the 
first edition begins on Horace Greeley Road and goes 
into Joppa Hill Farm.  A flavor of one trail section 
follows:

Meadow Path – Summer
A path crosses the hazy meadow
between a forgotten road and a woodlot.
The soil is sour now.
Old Man’s Beard grass and juniper grow
where years ago a rich pasture lay.

Milkweed is blooming beside the path
sending sweet scented signals to Monarch butterflies.
Come, gather, and pupate!
Wild turkeys feed on crickets
and deer travel the path, browsing at night.

Around the meadow,
invading invasives stretch to claim new territory.
Bittersweet vines race with poison ivy, up and out,
encircling and choking tall oaks and maples.
Autumn Olives, spread by robins and wax-wings,
blossom and multiply, overwhelming the grasses.

Behind the forest buffer, at meadow’s edge,
old stone fences and once-taut barbed wire wait
to see...Will the meadow be returned 
by the encroachers to the forest owner?
Will future families walk a woodland path?
Someday, someday.


