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Town News

It’s About Conservation

Backside of Green
By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

The greening of our lives and country has many 
worthwhile objectives and involves many fronts.  
Among these are green buildings built with lumber 
from sustainable forests and other recyclable mate-
rials.  More efficient modes of transportation and 
the development of less polluting electrical energy 
supplies are being pursued to reduce greenhouse 
gases which contribute to global warming.

There are many positive points to these programs.  
It’s almost unpatriotic to speak against them.  How-
ever, as desirable as the results may be, it should be 
recognized that “green” has another side.  Focusing 
on the renewable energy aspect of green, here are a 
few observations from The Washington Post and a 
couple of my own:
1.  Our country depends on electrical energy for 

its industry and quality of life.  Steps to reduce 
electrical demand with the use of more efficient 
lighting and electrically-driven equipment are 
worthwhile without question.  However, conser-
vation is not an energy source.  Large power 
generators wear out in 50 or so years.  Cars and 
refrigerators in much less time wear out and will 
be replaced by new models manufactured with 
electricity.  New families will make new demands 
on the electrical system.  Sources of large 
blocks of power will always be needed.

2.  Looking back 25 years to when PSNH was pro-
posing the nuclear units in Seabrook, opponents 
touted the use of solar, wind and water power.  
Today, some of those same folks and organiza-
tions recognize that electrical power generated 
from uranium, an element with few other appli-
cations, does not cause greenhouse gases to be 
added to the atmosphere and can replace aging 
plants fueled by coal and oil.

3.  Solar power is coming 
to us every day but 
not for free.  Captur-
ing it for power involves collectors.  If I recall cor-
rectly, to capture the solar energy equivalent of 
the Seabrook nuclear unit (1,300,000 kilowatts)  
would require collectors covering a half-mile wide 
strip along the entire New Hampshire seacoast.

4.  Today waterpower is falling out of favor due to 
the obstruction caused by dams to migratory fish 
passage.  And in the Northeast, all sites with the 
potential for bulk power generation were devel-
oped decades ago.

5.  Wind power is no breeze either.  We have re-
cently seen the opposition to the construction of 
30 wind turbines in the Dixville Notch area.  Is-
sues raised included the impacts on wildlife, the 
new access roads and increased transmission 
line capacity.

Renewable energy sources are not impact free.
Sources of sustainable energy are not located 

near the energy demanding population centers.  
To make use of large-scale solar and wind genera-
tion, transmission lines from remote areas to the 
population centers will be a necessity.  This holds 
true for transmission lines to import more hydro-
power from Quebec, an issue just arising.  Sustain-
able sources come with land and economic impacts 
among others.

A team of scientists, several of whom work for 
The Nature Conservancy, estimates that in 20 years, 
regardless of whatever climate policy the nation 
adopts, an additional 79,000 square miles, 10 time 
the area of New Hampshire, will be occupied by en-
ergy production.  Hard to believe, but at even a frac-
tion of that number, not something to ignore.

As we weigh steps to-
wards sustainable power, 
reduced greenhouse emis-
sions and energy efficien-
cies, it’s just Yankee com-
mon sense to check out the 
back side of green.

Door, Roof, Floor:  Dwelling in 
Essays & Photographs, Poems 
& Art

Beginning this October, the Am-
herst Town Library is pleased to offer 
“Door, Roof, Floor: Dwelling in Essays 
& Photographs, Poems & Art.”  This year-
long series, funded by the Friends of the 
Amherst Town Library, invites you to live in 
houses both familiar and strange, dark and light, 
near and far, through rich readings, lively conversations, 
and writing opportunities.  The first discussion session, 
October 14, is entitled “Floor of Sky: Earth as Dwelling,” 
and includes essays by Annie Dillard, Gretel Ehrlich, and 
Bonnie J. Rough along with a number of photographs.  
The discussion session is offered at 1-2:30 pm or 7-8:30 
pm.   Participants are expected to read the specific essays 
and view the photographs before the discussion session.  
All materials are available at the library. 

The fall series features an exciting interplay of essays 
and photographs.   The contemporary essay uses lan-
guage to design a dwelling for story, memoir, history, sci-
ence, poetry, music, or myth.  Like essays, photographs 
can capture daring forays into life as well as deeply re-
flective moments, offering us both unexpected pleasure 
and challenges.  Mark your fall calendars now for discus-
sions on Oct. 14, Oct. 28, Nov. 11, and a wordplay work-
shop on Nov. 16.  Anyone is welcome to come to any or 
all sessions of the reading series.  It is helpful, although 
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not mandatory, that writing work-
shop participants have attended at 
least one discussion session in that 
genre.

Poems and paintings have long 
inspired each other, sharing a space 

lively with color, form, and feeling.   
Join us in March and April as we explore 

the power of poetry and visual art to open 
new doors to the many dimensions of being at 

home, and away.
Facilitator Emily Archer, who holds a doctorate in 

American literature and is a published writer, has de-
signed this series in consultation with Ruslyn Vear, 
Head of Reference. 

You can register by calling 673-2288, emailing li-
brary@amherst.lib.nh.us or by visiting the website at 
www.amherst.lib.nh.us and click on the calendar icon 
labeled “Calendar of Events” on the homepage.
Email Notification @ The Amherst Town Library

 Provide us your email address, we will….
*Remind you before items are due!
*Notify you when requested items are available for 

pick up at the library
*Send overdue notices to your inbox
Email addresses will not be sold, shared or used for 

anything other communications regarding library 
specific services.  Call us at 673-2288 to have us add 
yours to our system.

2007 Net portion of U.S. petroleum needs imported  58.2%
Imports from Canada and Mexico  3,306,000 barrels per day
From Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and Qatar  2,106,000 b/day
Carbon released in 2007 by U.S.  8.47 billion metric tons
     — MIT Energy Index

Hand Painted Silks by Emily E. Morgan at the Amherst Town Library
The Friends of the Amherst 

Town Library invite you to see a vi-
sual treat of Emily Morgan’s Hand 
Painted Silk Art during the month 
of September at the Library. 

Emily was initially introduced to 
this style of painting in 1997 after 
attending silk-painting workshops.  
Her works of art tend to be uncon-
strained, full of color and abstract 
elements, often painting from the 
inspiration she finds in the natural 
beauty of New Hampshire.  
She uses French-made water-based 
dyes, which are formulated spe-
cifically for painting on silk and 
wool. The dyes are fiber-reactive, 
and when subjected to steam heat 
for a few hours, the dye molecules 
bond to the silk fibers giving the 
painted silk luster, depth and soft-
ness, as well as rendering it color-
fast. A variety of techniques are 
employed including painting on 
wet crumpled silk to painting on 
dry silk stretched on a frame.  She 

frequently uses salt and alcohol to 
create texture and visual interest, 
each having different effects. Her 
tools include brushes of all types 
and sizes, sponge brushes, sponges, 
foam stamps, and eyedroppers. The 
use of a wax-and-water based resist 
is another important technique she 
employs to create discrete shapes, 
to over-paint, or to layer for texture 
and depth.  Emily primarily 
paints large pieces that can be used 
as decorative wall-hangings but 
also makes scarves, men’s ties, and 
other wearable art along with pil-
low covers and cards.  She has been 
very successful with commissioned 
paintings that are uniquely suited 
to a particular home or office envi-
ronment. 

Peacock’s Pride Hand Painted Silk 
by Emily E. Morgan

 

Dedication Ceremony For Tom Head Memorial Tree
In memory of Tom Head, a 

Library Trustee from 1998 to 
2007, the Library Trustees and 
the Friends of the Amherst 
Town Library have planted a 
crab-apple tree in the median 
strip directly in front of the li-
brary.  There will be a dedication 
ceremony on Friday, September 
25 at 5:30pm. All are welcome 
to attend. Please meet in front 
of the library. 

Tom was a very active mem-
ber of the Trustees, serving as 
the Programs Chairman for ten 
years. An accomplished musi-
cian himself, Tom undertook 
booking performers for the an-
nual Boardman Concert held 
every November at the library. 
During his tenure, he brought 
a cosmopolitan mixture of jazz, 
classical, Dixieland, and folk 
to our small town. Groups in-
cluded: Peterborough Chamber 
Choir, David Tonkin Quintet, 
Billy Novick & Guy Van Duser, 
Carl Benevides Jazz Quartet, The 
Ancient Mariners, Susie Burke, Da-
vid Surette & Kent Allyn, and the 
New England Close Harmony En-
semble. 

On November 15, at 5:00 p.m. 
Laura Kennedy (piano) & Joseph 
Scheer (violin) will perform works 
of Dvorak, Brahms, & Kreisler for 

the 2009 Boardman concert. Close 
friends of Tom, Laura and Joseph 
were also the first performers Tom 
scheduled back in 1998. The Trust-
ees also fondly remember Tom’s fa-
mous brownies that he’d bake for 
the Boardman concert and other 
events. 

In recent years, Tom put the lights 
in the library windows at Christmas 

time - no easy task juggling out-
let locations, extension cords, 
etc. The Library Trustees and 
library staff remember Tom as 
someone always quick to help 
with a library project. 

An Amherst resident since 
1962, Tom Head also volun-
teered his time as a member 
of the American Stage Festi-
val Board of Directors, and as 
a member of the Board of the 
Milford Unitarian Church. 
Tom was employed by the 
N.H. Insurance company from 
1962 until he retired in the late 
1980s. He subsequently start-
ed his own computer company 
called TMH Associates which 
dealt with insurance software. 
After retiring from the soft-
ware company he founded, 
TMH Associates, he became a 
member of the Amherst Rescue 
Squad.

Tom’s wife, Nancy Head, an-
other tireless community vol-

unteer, would always recruit Tom to 
help her at the Friends of the Am-
herst Town Library annual book 
sale in September. Both Tom and 
Nancy have earned our respect and 
admiration. This tree is a symbol of 
the way Tom and Nancy have be-
come an indelible part of our town. 

Quality Landscape Materials at Wholesale Prices to the General Public

LaPL▲NTE
TRUCKING & LANDSCAPE
S I  N C E    1  9  7  8

Amherst Earth Products

22 Years of Beautifying Yards in the Souhegan Valley

15 Old Nashua Road 672-0057 Amherst, NH 

• Brick walkways & patios
  • Granite steps
    • Irrigation systems
      • Retaining wall systems

Bobcat Rentals
4hrs. w/ 
operator

$250

•  Commercial 
Snow Plowing

•  Sanding

15 Old Nashua Road 672-0050 Amherst, NHe y r w

“Your Brick Walkway and Patio Specialists”

SIFTED TOP SOIL
PH Balanced and Screened to 1/2”
Compost • Composted Garden Soil

All types of Bark Mulch, Fill and Stone

Call Now forIrrigationWinterization

New England’s Oldest “Family Fair” ®The 133rd

603-463-7421
Rt. 43, Deerfield, NH

Tickets include all
shows and exhibits.

FREE PARKING
ADULTS $8

SENIORS $5
(Thursday or Friday)

CHILDREN 
FREE

(age 12 and under)

October 1-4
deerfieldfair.com

Marvell Plate Glass, Inc.
141 Daniel Webster Hwy, Merrimack

603-889-0212
Open: Mon-Fri  7:30-5:30, Sat. 8-noonwww.marvellplateglass.com

On Site
Residential Repairs

Experience Counts!
We say it with our work everyday!

When you want that special job 
done quickly and right the first time… 
call us.

Glass Replacement
Mirrors & Frames
Plexiglas & Lexan
Porch Enclosures

Screens
Insulated Glass
Patio Sliders
Tabletops

Tubs & Shower Enclosures
Storm Doors & Windows
Cabinet Glass & Shelves
Retractable Screens

nating books.  Donated books pro-
vide the library with replacements 
for worn-out books, keep good 
reading material in circulation in-
expensively, and provide free read-
ing for members of charitable orga-
nizations.

Thanks in large part to the pro-
ceeds from the Friends of the Li-
brary Book Sale, the Friends in the 
past have been able to give thou-
sands of dollars for such projects 
as shelving, refurbishing of the 
children’s room, a circulation desk 
counter, shelves and books for a 
Parent Resource Center, children’s 
books, a DVD collection, talking 
books, and an LCD.  On-going proj-
ects that make use of the proceeds 
include free museum passes, finan-
cial support for adult and children’s 
programs, and holiday decorations.

Volunteers are needed for the 
sale.  Although inmates of the Hill-
sborough County House of Cor-
rection will be doing the lifting of 
the boxes of books on Thursday af-
ternoon, September 11, volunteers 
with trucks and vans will be need-
ed to transport the books and over-
see the process of getting them into 
place in the church.  On Friday, vol-
unteers will move the books from 
the large storage boxes to the small-
er display boxes and help with or-
ganizing the children’s books.  Jobs 
needing to be filled on Saturday in-
clude cashiering, bagging, and help-
ing to keep the books in order.  Any-
one interested in volunteering on 
any of these days should call Nancy 
Head, 673-1389 or sign up at the li-
brary.

Book sale books are inexpensive 
and often in good enough condi-

tion to make them suitable for gifts.  
Hardcovers sell for $1.00 and pa-
perbacks for $.50.  Children’s books 
range from $.10 for board books to 
$.50 for hardcover books.  Special 
adult and children’s books as are 
priced slightly higher.  At the end 
of the sale, teachers in the Amherst 
schools and charitable organiza-
tions will be given the opportunity 
to take books free of charge.  

Much of the success of the book 
sale is due to the hard work of Vick 
and Nancy Bennison who, for many, 
many years have collected the books 
from the library each week, sort-
ed them, and stored them.  With-
out these extraordinary volunteers, 
the Friends would find it difficult to 
present a sale of the same quality as 
is now possible.

The late Tom Head

u Friends of the Library Book Sale   continued from page 1


