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Town News

It’s About Conservation

Wandering Wonderments
By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

Traditional Storytimes
Join us in October and November 

for our drop-in storytimes. Our fall 
session begins on Tuesday, October 
6th and runs until Wednesday, No-
vember 25th.  
Caregivers with babies-age 2 meet Tues-
day mornings at 10:00 
Caregivers with 2s and 3s meet on Tuesdays at 
11:15 
Children 4 and up meet on Wednesdays at 11:15

An afternoon with Mo Willems
Tuesday, October 6 at 2:00pm

The Amherst Town Library is one of 200 chosen to 
host a Live Simulcast with author Mo Willems.  We 
will broadcast the event in the Children’s Room of the 
library on Tuesday, October 6th at 2:00. Mo Willems is 
known for hilarious picture books staring memorable 
characters like Trixie, Pigeon, Naked Mole Rat and Pig-
gie and Elephant.  This is a great opportunity to “meet” 
an author with such celebrity status he is usually out of 
reach for small towns like ours.  He will give a tour of 
his work space, answer some questions, read his latest 
book Pigs make me Sneeze and reveal a “super, secret, 
special surprise”! All are welcome to join us for this fun 
event.   
Diary of a Wimpy Kid Release Party
Tuesday October 13:  3:45 PM to 5:00 PM 

Book 4 is finally here!  Join us for a Summer Beach 
Party- a little bit Greg (some video games) a little bit his 
mom (‘togetherness’ games).  Dress in Summer Attire, 
refreshing refreshments served.  We will have copies of 
book 4 to give away. Open to kids 8 and up, registration 
is required.  
Door, Roof, Floor:  Dwelling in Essays &  
Photographs, Poems & Art

Beginning this October, the Amherst Town Library 
is pleased to offer “Door, Roof, Floor: Dwelling in Essays 
& Photographs, Poems & Art.”  This year-long series, 
funded by the Friends of the Amherst Town Library, 
invites you to live in houses both familiar and strange, 
dark and light, near and far, through rich readings, live-
ly conversations, and writing opportunities.  The first 
discussion session, October 14, is entitled “Floor of Sky: 
Earth as Dwelling,” and includes essays by Annie Dil-
lard, Gretel Ehrlich, and Bonnie J. Rough along with a 
number of photographs.  The discussion session is of-
fered at 1-2:30 pm or 7-8:30 pm.   Participants are ex-
pected to read the specific essays and view the photo-
graphs before the discussion session.  All materials are 
available at the library. 

The fall series features an exciting interplay of es-
says and photographs.   The contemporary essay uses 
language to design a dwelling for story, memoir, his-
tory, science, poetry, music, or myth.  Like essays, pho-
tographs can capture daring forays into life as well as 
deeply reflective moments, offering us both unexpect-
ed pleasure and challenges.  Mark your fall calendars 
now for discussions on Oct. 14, Oct. 28, Nov. 11, and 
a wordplay workshop on Nov. 16.  Anyone is welcome 
to come to any or all sessions of the reading series.  It 
is helpful, although not mandatory, that writing work-
shop participants have attended at least one discussion 
session in that genre.

Poems and paintings have long inspired each oth-
er, sharing a space lively with color, form, and feeling.   
Join us in March and April as we explore the power of 
poetry and visual art to open new doors to the many 
dimensions of being at home, and away.

Facilitator Emily Archer, who holds a doctorate in 
American literature and is a published writer, has de-
signed this series in consultation with Ruslyn Vear, 
Head of Reference. 

You can register by calling 673-2288, emailing li-
brary@amherst.lib.nh.us or by visiting the website at 
www.amherst.lib.nh.us and click on the calendar icon 
labeled “Calendar of Events” on the homepage.
Introducing America To Americans:   
Documentary Photographs Of The 1930s

As part of the “The Mind’s Eye” adult evening series 
at the Amherst Town Library this fall, Martin Fox, Pro-

fessor of Art History at New Hamp-
shire Institute of Art, will present 
the program, “Introducing America 
to Americans: Documentary Pho-
tographs of the 1930s” on Tuesday, 
October 27 at 7-8:30 p.m.  Among 
the most iconic images in Ameri-
can history are the documenta-
ry photographs taken during the 
Great Depression by Walker Evans, 

Dorothea Lange, Russell Lee, and 
others for the Farm Security Admin-

istration, a New Deal program.  Roy 
Stryker, the organizer of this effort in 

documentary photography, expressed its 
goal as “introducing America to Americans.”  

This discussion and slide presentation examines 
these documentary photographs and how they served 
to define the era.

Martin Fox has an M.A. from Stanford Universi-
ty and is an independent scholar and editor as well as 
Professor of Art History at New Hampshire Institute 
of Art.  As a museum professional and freelance editor, 
Fox has contributed to the creation of catalogs, curric-
ulum, and print materials for museums including New 
Hampshire’s Currier Museum of Art, Whitney Muse-
um of American Art, Dia Art Foundation, the Museum 
of Modern Art, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the 
International Center of Photography, the Sterling and 
Francine Clark Art Institute, and for publishers Har-
court, McGraw-Hill, and Yale University Press.

The event is free and open to the public.  You can reg-
ister by calling 673-2288, emailing library@amherst.
lib.nh.us or by visiting our website at www.amherst.lib.
nh.us and selecting “Calendar of Events.”
Roman Holiday: Latin In The Afternoon

Would you like to brush up on that old high school 
Latin or take the Latin that you “just never had time 
for”? Now you can have fun while learning basic Latin, 
the evolution of language, and all kinds of fascinating 
Latin connections at the Amherst Town Library in the 
new fall series for adults entitled: “Roman Holiday: Lat-
in in the Afternoon.”  Mark your calendars for Wednes-
day, October 7, October 21, November 4, and Novem-
ber 18 from 1-2:30 p.m. as recently retired Souhegan 
High School teacher Nancy Baker leads the series in 
the Johnson Meeting Room.

Session I (October 7) will cover the following: What 
is an inflected language?  How does Latin compare as 
an inflected language with Greek or Sanskrit or Finn-
ish?  What impact has Latin had on English vocabulary 
and structures?  How has Latin evolved as a language?  
Getting started with basic syntax, grammar and vocab-
ulary.  

Session II (October 21) will include basic Latin ex-
pressions and abbreviations that have useful applica-
tions.  More basic language mechanics, vocabulary, 
and getting started with reading.  Session III (Novem-
ber 4) will address who wrote in Latin?  Is the Latin of 
classical authors like Cicero and Caesar the same Lat-
in in which the Bible was written or in which scholars 
of the Middle Ages wrote works of philosophy, natural 
science, and theology?  More basic mechanics, vocabu-
lary and reading.  Session IV (November 18) will in-
clude what does that Latin hidden in English literature 
or history mean?  At this session, participants will be 
asked to bring in the Latin they had to skip over while 
reading and will leave the session with the translation.  
And, of course, more basic mechanics, vocabulary and 
reading will be included.  Everyone is welcome to any 
or all of the sessions.

Nancy Baker, who holds a New Hampshire State cer-
tification in Latin, is one of the Founding Faculty at 
Souhegan High School and taught Latin, Ancient His-
tory, Philosophy, Mythology, and the History of Ideas 
during her time at the school.  She was runner up as 
New Hampshire Teacher of the Year in 2004.  A Classi-
cal languages major at Harpur College, SUNY at Bing-
hamton, Nancy continued graduate work in Egyptology 
at Brown University.  She also worked in the Research 
Department at Colonial Williamsburg, was Director of 
Research at the Historic Annapolis Foundation, and is 
the author of several articles on early Annapolis, Mary-
land, silversmiths I the 18th century, and colonial ship 
chandlery.

The event is free and open to the public.  You can reg-
ister by calling 673-2288, emailing library@amherst.
lib.nh.us or by visiting our website at www.amherst.lib.
nh.us and selecting “Calendar of Events.”
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There’s a Christmas hymn that starts out, “I won-
der as I wander, out under the sky”.  There are many 
wonderments when out under the sky: What am I 
seeing?  How did it get here?  Does this trail need 
work?  What lives here?  And so on.  For instance, re-
cently we walked the Pulpit Brook - Joppa Hill Trail 
loop and counted the number of tree species along 
the trail, just to see.  Twenty-three, if you are won-
dering.

With cooler nights and lessening daylight hours, 
the green chlorophyll is leaving the leaves of decidu-
ous trees, revealing the colors hidden within them all 
summer.  Mass. Audubon suggests gathering colored 
leaves and creating a leaf rainbow as an all-ages thing 
to do while walking.

Then there’s the wondering about why a few peo-
ple do the things they do.  This has been a difficult 
summer with several incidents of vandalism to ACC 
properties.  Volunteers now need to repair trail signs, 
restore bridges removed and repair benches de-
stroyed.  The solution to these problems isn’t to be 
found in the woods.  Young people’s (and I include 
young adults) mores are formed in homes by parents.  
ATV laws recognize this and make parents liable for 
a young person’s  illegal operation of an ATV on pri-
vate land without written permission.  And that in-
cludes all ACC land and trails which are off limits to 
all motorized vehicles and bikes. 

The wonderment biggie is where are we residents 
of Amherst going on conservation and open space 
issues.  The 5-year open space bonding authoriza-
tion expires with next Spring’s Annual Meeting.  So 
far, as hard as members of the 
Open Space Advisory Commit-
tee (OSAC) have tried to obtain 
open space for the Town, results 
have been disappointing.  Pri-
marily, this results from owners 
of target properties holding out 
for conditions or prices above 
appraised value which we can-
not accept.  Poor voter turnout 
when an opportunity to preserve 
an outstanding property is pre-
sented is another obstacle to be 
faced when there are future op-
portunities. 

Now I wonder, as warrant 
writing season approaches, what 
do we do:  Drop this whole open 
space thing?  Approve a new 
bonding authorization for X dol-
lars?  Just budget or bond for a 
specific property when avail-
able?  The down side of the latter 
course is that a seller could wait 

nearly a year to learn if a 
sale can be consum-
mated.  Most wouldn’t 
or couldn’t.

The new Draft Amherst Master Plan (also up for 
discussion) is laced in nearly every chapter with the 
concept that open space is key to keeping what is left 
of the rural feeling (character) of Amherst.  Green-
ways, buffers, more open space in clustered devel-
opments, and a town-wide trail system are cited 
as ways to achieve this.  Are these objectives pie in 
the planning sky or the bread and butter of how our 
town is going into the next 10 years?  Again, it comes 
down to putting money where the mouth is for open 
spaces.

For some of my wonderments I have or know 
where to get answers.  I don’t have an answer or so-
lution for the situation we faced with the beautiful 
Martin property.  What do you do when poor voter 
turnout is coupled with an ambush from behind the 
voting booth curtains?  The provision in the current 
bonding authority that allows petitioners to lift the 
approval decision off the Selectmen’s table is a threat 
to any course we choose.

The Board of Selectmen has been requested by 
OSAC to hold a hearing to gather residents’ input on 
these issues.  Please be there and speak out.  Also 
write our wonderful editor with your belief that 
open space preservation is important today and for 
all time to come.

The following tabulation appears in the 2009 Draft 
Amherst Master Plan:

Creating An Edible Still Life Buffet For Entertaining
AMHERST – Food, glorious food 

is part of “The Mind’s Eye” adult eve-
ning series of programs at the Am-
herst Town Library this fall!  Cook-
ing Instructor Liz Barbour presents 
the program entitled, “Creating an 
Edible Still Life Buffet for Enter-
taining,” on Tuesday, September 29 
at the Amherst Town Library from 
6:30-8:30 p.m.  Learn how to turn 
your holiday buffet table into a beau-
tiful work of art.  Watch as cooking 
instructor Liz Barbour demonstrates 
how to use found objects, fruits, veg-
etables, fine china, and herbs and 
flowers to create a three-dimension-
al still life for you and your dinner 
guests to enjoy.  This 2-hour dem-
onstration includes seasonal reci-
pes and a generous sampling of each 
item. Liz Barbour has been cooking 
professionally in the Boston area 

since 1992 and started The Creative 
Feast in 2004.  Liz’s cooking demon-
strations and recipes have been fea-
tured on New Hampshire Chronicle, 
Channel 9’s “Cooks Corner” and in 
various publications including New 
Hampshire Magazine.

Liz shares her skills as a work-
ing chef and entertaining commu-
nicator, whose relaxed and humor-
ous attitudes toward food demystify 
the cooking process.  Sit back and 
watch while Liz prepares and pres-
ents exciting dishes for you and your 
friends to enjoy. 

The event is free and open to the 
public.  You can register by call-
ing 673-2288, emailing library@
amherst.lib.nh.us or by visiting our 
website at www.amherst.lib.nh.us 
and selecting “Calendar of Events.”

Land Use Distribution
• Total area of Amherst  21,986 acres
• Total developed area  13,346 (62%)  
• Residential portion of developed 10,430 (87%)
• Roads   1,312 acres
• Recreation   644 acres
• Protected open space  2,966  (14%)
• Vacant and Agriculture  5,372 (25%)

What Does This Mean?
• More than 60 percent of the town’s land is already developed to some 

extent and 14 percent is protected.  Thus 25% of the town is available 
for new construction – or conservation.

• Only 75 agricultural and vacant parcels in Amherst are 20 acres or 
more in area.  These parcels represent almost 70 percent of the un-
protected open space in town (3,704 acres).

• Parcels with at least twice the required residential lot size constitute 
nearly 30 percent of the land now used for residences.  This repre-
sents another 2,900 acres that could potentially support further resi-
dential growth through subdivision under the current zoning ordinance.

Truly something to do more than wonder about.

er of the New Hampshire Legis-
lature and was New Hampshire’s 
first female Deputy Commissioner 
of Health and Welfare.  She holds 
a doctorate in Social Policy from 
Harvard University, a master’s in 
Counseling from Columbia Uni-
versity and a bachelor’s degree from 
Barnard College.  Her papers are 
on file at the Schlesinger Library at 

Harvard University.  She has been 
speaking around the country on the 
topic of her book, Don’t Bite Your 
Tongue: How to Foster Reward-
ing Relationships with your Adult 
Children.  She has been quoted in 
the Wall Street Journal, Women’s 
Health Magazine, and the Man-
chester Union Leader.  Dr. Nemzoff 
and her husband, Harris Berman, 

have four children and six grand 
children.

The event is free and open to the 
public.  You can register by calling 
673-2288, emailing library@am-
herst.lib.nh.us or by visiting our 
website at www.amherst.lib.nh.us 
and selecting “Calendar of Events.”

Progressive Casualty Insurance Company and its affiliates, Mayfield Village, OH.  08A00360.CL.HP.NPH.BW (08/08) 

Accidents happen fast. 
So should the claims process.
One of the advantages of being an independent agent is representing multiple insurance 

carriers, like Progressive. Progressive makes the claims process easy with:

› Fast, responsive claims representatives

› Repairs that are managed for you, start to finish

› Guaranteed repairs

CALL TODAY.
 AUHSAN - ECNARUSNI YOF

TEERTS NIAM 053  , AUHSAN   

 7851-388-306
 moc.ecnarusniyof@reirB.liaG

Liz Barbour
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