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AMHERST – Mrs. Gould’s first 
graders watched as right before 
their eyes a butterfly emerged from 
the pupa stage in their classroom 
butterfly cage.  The cage was placed 
at one of the morning work centers 
so the children could do their work 
and make observations.

Later in the day, the class went 
outside and carefully passed the 
butterfly from one child to another.  
It was very exciting first experience 
for most of the children and our 
student teacher, Miss Hill.  Before 
the school day had come to a close, 
a second butterfly emerged.  Mrs. 
Gould’s butterflies were sent to the 
classrooms of Mrs. Niland, Mrs. 
Morse, and Mrs. Geraghty.   Shar-
ing among the four first grades has 
created a wonderful sense of com-
munity and excitement for all.  

Each year the butterflies are set  
free in the flower garden created 
by the Amherst Garden Club.  As 
the butterfly flew off, we all waved 
goodbye and wished it a happy 
journey to Mexico!

Clark School

First Graders Study Butterflies
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Izzie Caulton standing very still as Ethan McFee watches.(Izzie is quite certain that it landed on her shirt because 
it had pictures of bugs on it!)

From the Office of The Superintendent   
of Schools SAU 39

 

Importance of Communication
The 2009-2010 school year has be-

gun, and now begins SAU#39’s main 
job to “engage, support and challenge 
all learners.” This year we’re adding 
the following words to the district 
motto: “and to communicate to all 
stake holders what we’re doing!”

In the time of Facebook, C-SPAN, 
and Twitter, it isn’t enough anymore 
to simply fulfill one’s mission. We 
must also communicate to parents, 
citizens, staff and students what we 
are doing, have done, and intend to 
do, and do this in a variety of ways.

Communication is more important than ever because of the 
complexity of our educational world and yours. School schedules 
and calendars, once relatively simple, now must adapt to the de-
mands of state and federal guidelines, and flex with the need for in-
dividualized instruction. Academic curriculum, once contained in 
a few key textbooks, now encompasses a wide variety of print and 
non-print media. Assignments, once easily copied on the back of 
a notebook page, include complex directions, links to many web-
sites, and interactive work with students outside of class.

Add to this academic complexity, the fact that the school has 
become the focus of most parents lives, then one understands why 
news of ice storms, presidential addresses, and school activities 
takes on added significance.

Fortunately in SAU#39 we have a wide variety of ways to com-
municate with you. For example, we use this newspaper as a key 
print resource. Also, each school has weekly emails to all parents. 
Each student has a link to a web-based classroom

instruction site, www.angel.sprise.com, that lists assignments 
and class news. All citizens can link to our district website, www.
sprise.com, and contact all SAU offices, School Board members, 
and all school sites. This year, I have even begun a superintendent’s 
blog that highlights events and issues in the district (accessible 
through our website).

The challenge to navigate through a complex educational world 
while keeping people informed is something that both SAU# 39 
staff and its constituents must embrace. We both must work hard 
and fast to keep one another “in the loop”. Let’s make communica-
tion a two-way process and together we will create a great school 
year for our children.

	 	 	 	 Mary	Athey	Jennings,	Ph.D.
	 	 	 	 Superintendent	of	Schools

Report from the Amherst School Board:

Clark-Wilkins Open House, 
October 4

The Amherst School Board has had two meetings within the 
past month. At the August meeting, the administration reported 
on the multiple activities that had taken place during the summer 
including work done on math placement and the School in Need of 
Improvement (SINI) plan.  Sixteen individuals, including parents, 
support staff, teachers, and administrators worked collaboratively 
in June and July to create the Clark-Wilkins School Improvement 
Plan. There was also a training workshop for teachers on differen-
tiated instruction that was attended by a large number of teach-
ers.   Twenty-five of the teachers participated in the leadership part 
of the training which emphasized working with peers in enhanc-
ing effective and research-based teaching strategies.   School ad-
ministrators participated in a professional development workshop 
that increased their understanding of Response to Intervention, a 
method of giving children extra help when they need it.

During public time Rick Katzenberg expressed his hope that the 
Wellness Committee would be reinstated and an active program 
of wellness would result.  Mr. and Mrs. Kalopsky were present to 
express concerns about the academic achievement awards pro-
gram at the middle school.

Ms. Nicole Heimarck, Curriculum Coordinator, reviewed the 
student placements in math that occurred at the end of the sum-
mer as a result of reevaluations.  The math curriculum, including 
evaluation procedures, is scheduled to be studied in depth this 
year and improvements recommended as needed.

Dr. Jennings, Superintendent of Schools, led the board in an 
agenda goal setting activity.  Among the board members, interest 
was expressed in maintaining and improving the quality of educa-
tion, instilling public confidence in the school district, continuing 
prudent use of taxpayers’ dollars, continuing to improve the build-
ing and facilities, and reviewing curriculum to ensure that all stu-
dents are suitably challenged.

During the September 3 board meeting, several parents were 
present to express their opinions about the elimination of kinder-
garten recess.  Gerry St. Amand explained the reasoning behind 
the decision and said that he would like time to evaluate the situa-
tion with his staff before making adjustments.  He will be report-
ing back to the school board at the October 8 meeting.

(Kindergarten recess has since been reinstated.)
School opened successfully in spite of the crunch felt by Clark 

and Wilkins teachers who were not able to get into their rooms 
until the last minute due to the renovation work that was being 
finished.   Appreciation was expressed to the teachers for their pa-
tience and understanding and to the custodians for the difficult 
working conditions they coped with in getting the schools ready 
for the children.

Jim Miner, Director of Building and Grounds, gave the final re-
port of the renovations that have been going on at the three schools.  
The renovations were completed over the past two summers and 
have resulted in schools that are healthier, safer, and more ener-
gy efficient.   In spite of the need to get the work done in a lim-
ited time, it went smoothly, with good cooperation between the 
school, Conneston Construction, and Frank Marinace Architects.  
Although unexpected code deficiencies were found that needed to 
be corrected, and asbestos removal was more extensive than ex-
pected, costs were kept within the budget.  Rebates are expected to 
amount to almost $32,000.  Thanks were expressed to Jim Miner 
for his work in overseeing the project so diligently and to the cus-
todians who had to cope with the confusion and extra work all 
summer.  Although most of the work was mechanical and is now 
hidden from view in the ceilings or boiler rooms, a Clark/Wilkins 
Open House is being planned for October 4 for residents to visit 
the schools and see the changes in the offices, health rooms and 
classrooms.

Amherst Junior Women’s Club 

Wilkins’ Annual Walk-A-Thon
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Top row standing: Co-chairs Marnie Koch and Melissa Boyle along with Prin-
cipal Gerry St.Amand. Missing is co-chair Kathy Johnson.
Middle row standing: Anna Wason, Jonathon Amrein, Rebecca Hall, Zach 
Carpenter, Ariana Infanti and Rylee Young
Seated: Abigail Kirk, Sarah Kayser, Karly Infanti and Chloe Cochran

We would like to extend a big 
thank you to everyone that partici-
pated in the 2008-2009 Wilkin’s 
Walk-A-Thon. The Walk-A-Thon is 
sponsored by the Amherst Junior 
Women’s Club and was held a beau-
tiful day and the kids were ready to 
show their walking speed! The stu-
dents walked countless laps in the 
front of the Wilkin’s Elementary 
School and cooled down with pop-
sicles donated by Walmart.

The students raised $5,600 that 
went directly back to Wilkins for 

many non budgeted items.  Some 
of these items include a laminator, 
New England Aquarium passes and 
several items requested  by teachers 
for use in their classrooms.

Thank you to all that contributed 
their time and donations.  Pictured 
are the top ten fundraisers who not 
only raised the most fundsm, but 
also received certificates for a free 
cone at Jake’s Ice Cream which were 
provided by Jake’s in Amherst. The 
top fundraising class was treated to 
a pizza party. Great job everyone!

Preschool in the Village Started 
Classes on September 1, 2009

AMHERST – School start-
ed on September 1, 2009 at 
the Preschool in the Village 
(PIV). Over 90 children from 
Amherst and Milford—ages 
3 to 6—enjoyed their first 
days of school. The PIV has 
been serving the children of 
Amherst and the surround-
ing communities since 1995, 
and look forward to a terrific 
2009. As our year began, the 
children:
• Explored the school 
• Played on the newly reno-

vated playground 
• Began to get to know their 

teachers and classmates. 
It’s not to late to sign up for 

the 2009/2010 school year—
space is available in some 
classes. Call PIV at 672-3168 
for more information.
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Children at Preschool in the Village.

Do you want an experienced dentist
who...
•offers patients the latest dental
technology...
•understands your concerns and offers
treatment options to meet your needs...
•has a friendly, responsive, supportive
team…

Call us today—your comfort & well-
being is our first concern!

(603) 673-4102
www.richarddgrovesdds.com

Visit our website for a free gift offer!

Conveniently located at
One Overlook Dr., Suite A-3

Amherst, NH 03031
(near intersection of Rts 101A & 122)

Keep your

pretty
smile! Be

sure to

schedule

your
dental

check-up!

Making beautiful smiles for more

than 25 years! New Patients Welcome!

Emerging butterfly

Students surround butterfly habitat as butterflies emerge. Butterflies are released outside near the flower garden.
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