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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 672-9444
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com
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Deadline: 5 p.m.
Wednesday, October 21
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Published 22 times a year on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each Month, 
on the last Tuesday July and August, and the 1st and 3rd Tuesday 
in December. (Dates may vary near Holidays or elections.)
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The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst
 ❑	 Amherst Town Library
	 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst
	 ❑ Vic’s Brunch Place, Amherst
	 ❑ Homestead Grocery, Amherst
	 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford
	 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford
 ❑ Sun Mart, Milford
 ❑ Stop & Shop, Milford
	 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis
 ❑ Harvest Market, Bedford
	 ❑ Hannaford SuperMarket, Bedford
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**SCHEDULED MONTHLY MEETINGS**
Conservation Com. 2nd Sunday 7:00 p.m.
Cemetery Trustees   
Fire Department 1st Monday 7:00 p.m.
Historic District Comm. 3rd Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Library Trustees 3rd Monday 7:30 p.m.
Planning Board 1st & 3rd Wed. 7:30 p.m.
Recreation Commission 2nd Tuesday of Mo. 7:00 p.m.
Rescue Squad 1st & 3rd Wed. 7:30 p.m.
Selectmen Mondays 7:00 p.m.
Zoning Bd. of Adjustment 3rd Tuesday 7:30 p.m.
Heritage Commission 2nd Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Souhegan Reg. Landfill 1st Thursday 7:30 p.m.

     
Visit the town website for details:  http://www.amherstnh.gov/ 

Baucus Bill Is Nothing But A Tax 
Increase
To the editor:

Much like the “Cap and Trade” legislation passed by the US House earlier 
this year, the health care so-called “reform” plan being proposed by Senator 
Max Baucus is little more than a massive tax increase on all Americans. The 
Baucus plan contains what is known as an individual mandate. This would 
require all Americans (this excludes illegal aliens and convicted felons) to 
purchase government-approved health insurance coverage by 2013 or face 
fines of up to $ 1̀900 per non-covered individual. Guess who will collect this 
fine? That’s right – our friendly Internal Revenue Service will be in charge 
of collecting the fine and those who fail to pay will be subject to the same 
penalty as income tax evaders. Under section 7203 of the U.S. Tax Code, 
this could carry a penalty of up to $25,000 and a year in jail. The Joint Com-
mittee on Taxation confirmed after questioning during the Senate com-
mittee hearings that this section of the tax code would be used to enforce 
this provision of the Baucus bill. If the Tax collectors are using the existing 
Tax Code to extract this additional money from the Taxpayers, how can 
anyone seriously consider the Baucus “reform” to be anything but a gigan-
tic tax increase? This tax will of course hit millions of people who earn far 
less than the $250,000 that then-candidate Obama claimed would not see 
their taxes increase, not one dime! Much like the House Bill 3200, the Sen-
ate health care legislation adds up to nothing more than a further expansion 
of government power, greater federal government control over the lives of 
Americans, and a huge tax increase for everyone. This abominable legisla-
tion should be soundly defeated. If you agree, contact your Senators and 
strongly urge them to oppose the Baucus bill.

	 	 	 	 Mark	Vincent
	 	 	 	 Amherst	

Obamacare
To the editor:

The most frightening aspect of the President’s health care plan is his 
overwhelming desire to make sweeping changes when the root cause of the 
“problem” is so poorly understood.

Ask anyone, including our Congressmen, what the healthcare “problem” 
is and they will undoubtedly say, “It is too expensive”.  That’s a symptom, not 
a root cause.  The vast new bureaucracy

that the current 1000+ page bill will produce will only be treating the 
symptoms.  The disease will go untreated.  In addition, it is unwise to make 
such drastic changes to a such a complex and highly functional (yes, it is af-
ter all the best health care deliverer in the world, despite, and perhaps, who 
knows, due in part to its cost) system.   Particularly, when those changes are 
less well-understood than the system these are aimed at modifying.  Who 
has read and understood all 1000+ pages?  I tried and it is an absolutely 
bewildering morass of arcane language and labyrinthine  cross-references.   
When confronting such complexity, simple changes, such as allowing in-
surance companies to operate across state border to increase competition, 
are best to move behavior in the desired direction.  Large scale changes will 
most likely just land us amidst further chaos.

	 	 	 	 Steven	T.	Cummings
	 	 	 	 Amherst

Government Option Health Care
To the editor:

I am opposed to several major portions of the original HR 3200 bill, and 
inclusion of any of the following in alternative bills by either the senate or 
congress. These would include government funding of abortion, govern-
ment payment of any illegal alien health care expense, or amnesty and im-
mediate health care privileges for illegals, as they have not earned the right 
as our ancestors did. I am also offended by any legislators suggestion or in-
ference that previously earned medicare benefits will be cut in order to pay 
for any of the preceding, and I will actively work to prevent their re-election 
if they support any of these issues.

	 	 	 	 Frank	Williams
	 	 	 	 Amherst	

Health Care Issue Is Only A   
Diversion
To the editor:

In response to John David’s article “Improving Our Health Care”, I think 
your readers need to know: any of the “modern” societies that fund health 
care for their population through general taxes do not and can not provide 
anything that we Americans would associate with “quality” health care. 
Their health care is substandard by our measure and difficult or impossible 
to obtain (denied) within any reasonable timeframe. In short, it is a disas-
ter wherever it has been implemented. That is one of the reasons why those 
with means in such countries travel to the U.S. for any serious health care. 
No one in the United States has been denied health care and we have the 
absolute best health care on the planet.

Government run health care by design stifles or eliminates research lead-
ing to new medical breakthroughs. In addition, the incentives (like pay) of 
physicians and other health workers becomes very limited and controlled, 
which encourages them to quit and deters the next generation from enter-
ing the medical field. The eventual result is a huge decrease in health care 
professionals and the availability of modern health care. There is nothing 
in the Constitution that states the government should be running health 
care. The government, it has been shown time and again, is incapable of 
running anything except “into the ground”. Health care needs to be free 
market driven.

The primary reason so many are uninsured is that they aren’t employed 
and making money. So it becomes obvious that much of the answer to 
the problem is jobs. Why are there so few jobs (and so many unemployed) 
today? Answer: government meddling. The jobs went to other countries 
thanks to government actions like NAFTA. And who set that up? Demo-
crats. Medicare is a social insurance plan run by the government and put 
in place by Democrat Lyndon Johnson. It is a disaster still in progress. The 
common denominator is spelled “democrat”.

This country has been running fairly well for a couple of centuries, all 
things considered. This is the “land of the free and the home of the brave”. 
I, for one, would like it to remain free. There is opportunity here for any-
one who works hard and applies himself. That is the key. But the Democrat 
government wants to “change” that by enslaving people. The government is 
supposed to be “of the people, by the people, and for the people” – not the 
other way around as the democrats would have it (the people are of the gov-
ernment, by the government, and for the government).

Obama goes around apologizing for our country, and this sickens me 
and most red-blooded Americans. He wants to bring in illegal aliens. He 
associates himself with radicals and those who would do us harm and he 
has filled the White House with people who would normally not be able to 
obtain a security clearance. He is full of himself and is a socialist. He may 
be able to speak well (with teleprompter), but he doesn’t “say” anything. He 
has no plan, only an agenda, “change”. It is obvious that he wants to destroy 
our military and capitalism – consider the following facts.

The Democrats (Barney Frank and Co.) aided by unscrupulous and 
greedy bankers caused the financial meltdown. The bailout authorized 
by the Democrat congress had no effect other than to increase debt and 
there has been no accountability. The American automobile industry has 
purposely been destroyed by the government. The Obama administration 
wants us to make power with wind turbines, but is giving nuclear power to 
other countries. Unemployment is off the charts, on purpose, to instill fear 
and create a society dependent on government handouts. Liberal judges are 
doing their best to make what’s left of our Constitution irrelevant. The me-
dia has played a large role in deceiving the population, but even so, most of 
the country objects to Obama’s agenda of failure.

When you really look at things, the health care issue is only a diversion. 
It tries to keep everyone occupied and not seeing what else is happening. 
We are selling out Israel. Iran is getting ready to launch nuclear weapons (at 
Israel). Russia and China will pick up the pieces. Obama is the dupe. After 
Obama killed the missile shield, even Putin said “Obama is brave” – and 
privately he thought: unbelievably stupid, but brave. How fortuitous for the 
Russians! The fox is in the hen house.

Well, this is what results when the country (the government) kicks God 
out and advocates abortion (murder), and homosexuality. That is what 
caused the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. About the only thing that 
keeps me going is that I know we are deep in the end times and that these 
things must happen to fulfill prophecy. Soon, before you know it, no one 
will need health care.

	 	 	 	 God	have	mercy	on	us	all,
	 	 	 	 Thomas	A.	Geis
	 	 	 	 Amherst

Thanks to the Amherst Garden 
Club
To the editor: 

We are also very thankful for the Amherst Garden Club.  For years they 
have kept the flower beds at the Amherst Town Library beautiful with their 
annual plantings and attention.  This year was a particular challenge with 
septic and sidewalk repairs at the library.  The tireless gardeners, led by 
Marti Warren and Lorraine Jost, planted, unplanted, and replanted!  With 
great communication with the Department of Public Works, the gardeners 
stayed one step ahead of the disruption.  We are currently resplendent with 
ornamental kale and peppers, fall grasses and chrysanthemums.

While we appreciate and look forward to their annual flower displays 
and garden maintenance, the Library trustees, staff, and patrons are partic-
ularly thankful for the monumental efforts made by the Amherst Garden 
Club to give us the garden spaces behind the library.  Spearheaded by Paula 
Schmida and designed by Claudia Everest, the Amherst Garden Club has 
given us tranquil outdoor rooms in which we can read, meditate, dance, 
lunch, congregate, tie-dye, work on lap-top computers and enjoy concerts.  
With the addition of our new door to access the back garden rooms, library 
patrons are limited only by the weather and their imagination, and maybe 
a black fly or two!  

We would be remiss not to mention the volunteer efforts of two more 
people who help to keep our gardens well-maintained.  Selectman Tom 
Grella has graciously donated his time and expertise in maintaining the ir-
rigation system that the Garden Club had installed and Lee Gilman, Mas-
ter Arborist, volunteered his time to prune library trees on behalf of the 
Amherst Garden Club.  We thank them profusely. 

Please come by and enjoy the wonderful garden spaces at your Amherst 
Town Library during this glorious autumn season and give thanks to the 
Amherst Garden Club!

	 	 	 	 With	heartfelt	appreciation,
	 	 	 	 The	Amherst	Town	Library	Trustees

Trustees Thank DPW
To the editor:

While we are a month early for Thanksgiving, the Amherst Town Li-
brary Trustees are a few weeks late in giving thanks to the Department of 
Public Works for the library’s beautiful new entry sidewalk!  Bruce Berry 
and his diligent crew would probably say they are “just doing their job,” but 
we would like to acknowledge their careful planning, their good commu-
nication with library staff and patrons, and their attention to a myriad of 
details.

The library saw nearly 100,000 patrons pass through our front door 
last year and our sidewalk has been crumbling due to age and ice melting 
chemicals.   DPW has kept the sidewalk patched for several years.  Howev-
er, falls and near falls elevated our concern for our patrons’ safety.  Liability 
issues for the library and town were also a worry.  The project to replace the 
sidewalk has been on the budgeted schedule for the DPW building main-
tenance line for several years, but unpredicted repairs with other building 
issues took precedence. 

In August, after much planning and preparation, it all came together 
with wonderful results.  Despite having to close our front door for several 
days, library service was not impaired.  Public Works maintained handicap 
accessibility with a temporary ramp to the side door, built a book drop so 
patrons could still return library items, and maintained good communica-
tion with all involved.  Thank you to the Department of Public Works for 
keeping our busy library safe and accessible, and thank you to our patrons 
for their patience and understanding during our construction. 

	 	 	 	 With	great	appreciation,
	 	 	 	 The	Amherst	Town	Library	Trustees			

Budget Time Has Arrived
To the editor: 

The town has been operating for three months under the so-called “de-
fault” budget which is in fact THE BUDGET. My observation is the town is 
running very well under this budget. And well it should. It is one hundred 
eighty-six thousand dollars more then the last budget.

What is difficult to understand is why another police officer was hired to 
fill a vacancy in the police roster. The Board of Selectman has the legal right 
to approve the hire. They also have the moral responsibility to exercise fis-
cal restraint when they can. A roster vacancy does not mean it has to be 
filled. This hire could have been postponed further and the money used to 
buffer contingencies such as revenue short falls.

The board believes that the path to a better police department (or any de-
partment) is to pave it with money. Nothing is further from the truth. The 
quality of any department depends on the personnel in it. The police de-
partment is as good as it is because of patrolmen with credentials like Sarah 
Arnold’s, because of the skills and experience of Mark Reams and because 
of the leadership of Chief Lyon.

Actually what concerns me the most is that it appears the Selectman’s 
spending binge that has been going on for the past six years continues un-
abated. They can’t say no to any request a department head makes. I hope 
they change their paradigm now that budget time has arrived.

 
	 	 	 	 Joe	Esposito
	 	 	 	 Amherst

Quality Furniture Since 1979

New, Custom Made,
Antiques & Consigned 

30 Hammond Rd., Milford
(603) 673-7972 

www.willettefurniture.com
e y

Quality • Service • Value

Retail Store • Rte 101A
Lumber Yard • Rte 122

Amherst, NH • 673-3130


